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Sutton Parade of Lights rocks in and lights up the Christmas season

With more than 70 float entries and bands galore, the Sutton Parade of Lights entertained
the thousands of spectators lined up along the parade route for more than an hour.

Call Teresa at
(905) 722-3211 or you can
Visit www.teresamillar.com

Wishing you a wonderful Holiday Season and a
New Year of Peace and Prosperity.

Teresa Millar
Sales Representative
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What a great season
I am so lucky to be engaged in
this community from a journalistic vantage point. And luckiest of all, during this time of
year.
Beginning in November, I start
receiving press releases and
notices for upcoming events
celebrating the Christmas season. And although I have covered them all in years past, I
continue to be charmed and
tickled by the spirit our volunteers bring to these events and
the festive feelings of those
who attend them.
You will find coverage of those
events as you flip through the
pages of this issue but let me
add my own personal perspective to some of them.
1. The Georgina Historical Society hosted their Annual
Christmas Reading at the Briars
and Councillor Phil Craig graciously accepted their invitation
to read “The Shepherd”. It was
not only beautifully done, but
his skills as an actor made the
event entirely entertaining and
captivating. I may not have
been in the holiday mood when
I entered the room, but I certainly was when I left.
2. I love watching the facial
expressions of young children
when they catch their first
glimpse of Santa. During the
Lions sponsored Breakfast with
Santa event in Udora recently, I
was giggling inside as I
watched some of the kids
scurry closer to their parents for
protection while others, wideeyed and brave, stood steadfast
and mesmerized. Too cute!
3. Kudos to the Jackson’s Point
BIA organizers of the First Annual Tree and Menorah Lighting in the parkette. It was a
wonderful idea and one that
seemed to catch the imagination
of local residents. I was delighted to see so many people
come out and share in this festive occasion. You know, I was
listening to a Rabbi on CBC
Radio the other day and he was
introduced as the Rabbi who
Saved Christmas. He believes

that the politically correct trend
by Christians to substitute
Merry Christmas with Happy
Holidays is wrong. He says it
denies them the opportunity to
express their religious beliefs in
the same way other religions
are encouraged to do so. How
enlightening, coming from
someone in the Jewish faith.
4. I get a big kick out of the
Sutton Parade of Lights—not
only as a participant but as
someone who enjoys the tradition and the sense of community this event inspires. Everyone is so happy and the festive
mood is upbeat and infectious.
A great start to the season.
And with that I would like to
wish all of you a very Merry
Christmas and a safe, happy,
healthy and prosperous New
Year. See you on January 10,
2014!
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Pefferlaw Ice Pad season still on
Despite the damage done to the
Pefferlaw Ice Pad last month
during a fierce wind storm, the
operations and engineering staff
at the Civic Centre say the skating season will not be disrupted.
Approximately 12 sheets of
glass came crashing down when
the south wall of the facility
blew over on November 1.
Clean-up crews have been instructed to remove the balance
The arrows
inside the circle
show the size of
the anchors
used to install
the boards.
These were
pulled out of the
concrete when
the wind blew a
section of the
boards over.

of the boards and glass still
standing to ready the pad for
the 2013/2014 skating season.
A meeting of the Pefferlaw Ice
Pad (PIP) volunteers and interested residents was held on
Sunday, December 1 to discuss
how to proceed with the season.
The group discussed the option
of closing the ice pad to allow
the installation of new boards to
proceed but most preferred to
prepare the pad for the upcoming skating season without the
boards and begin the repairs in
the spring.
According to Ward 5 Councillor Brad Smockum, the pad will
be flooded as usual, weather
permitting, and users will be
able to use the rink for both
pleasure skating and pond
hockey games.
Pond hockey nets which measure approximately six inches
high, have been ordered.
“The ice pond hockey nets will
encourage users to keep their
shots down,” said rink manager
Barry Lance. The PIP committee suggested a barrier be
erected on the north side of the

picnic shelter to prevent stray
pucks from entering the shelter
when users are lacing their
skates.
Dan Pisani, the Director of Operations and Engineering, told
council on November 27 that an
evaluation by the insurance
adjusters questioned the quality
of the workmanship when the
ice pad was constructed.
“Another part of what came out
of the evaluation was, unfortu-

◄
◄

nately when the work was done,
it wasn’t done well,” he said.
In anticipation of the weather
cooperating enough to flood the
rink, the PIP committee has
developed the following user
schedule for the holiday season
from December 20 to January
6:
8:00-10:00am—Parent/Tot
10am-2:00pm—Public Skating
2:00-7:00pm—Hockey
7:00-8:00pm—Public Skating
8:00-10:00pm—Hockey
The volunteers with the PIP
committee oversee the scheduling and day to day clearing of
snow in cooperation with Town
employees.
According to Joanne Cutler, the
PIP secretary, the group is in
need of volunteers to help out
this season.
“We seem to be able to easily
fill the 8:00 am shift from Monday to Friday, but could use
more volunteers for the 4:00
pm and 10:00 pm shifts. Even if
you can cover one shift a week,
it would be helpful, she said.
She can be reached at
cutlerdrummond@sympatico.ca
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Tennyson Tidbits
Congratulations to the winners
of the Georgina Historical Society fundraising raffle which
was drawn on November 23:
Aiden Austin won the Queen
sized quilt; Derek Petroff won
the baby’s quilt; Patti
Eldgridge won the stained
glass panel and Cyndi Paul
won the Grandma Moses print.
When you are out and about in
the shops this month, look for
the shortbread and fruit cakes
being offered by the Pefferlaw
and District Lions Club. They
are great Christmas treats and
go a long way in helping the
club raise money for local
causes.

Proud grandparents are Ted
and Cathy Rennie of Virginia
and Gary and Maddie Addison
of Surrey, B.C.

Oooops! Someone made a
wrong turn. The Convenience
store on Dalton Rd. in Sutton
suffered a bit of damage on
December 4 when a vehicle
didn’t stop in time.

Happy belated Birthday to
Our sincere condolences go out
Charlie Zammit who turned 75
to Marj Harris and her family
on November 29. Way to go,
on the passing of her son,
Chuck!
James Maurice Blackbird, 56,
of Georgina Island. Jim passed
Congratulations to Steve and
Jaclyn Addison of Vancouver, away peacefully at Southlake
Regional Health Centre on
B.C. on the birth of their son
Saturday, November 30.
Cohen Rhys, born Oct. 12.

Town to consider bridge options
The Town’s original timeline
for repairs to be completed on
the walking bridge in Pefferlaw
have come and gone—with no
new ETA in sight.
According to the Director of
Operations and Engineering’s
statement in the November 10
issue of the Pefferlaw Post, Dan
Pisani predicted the bridge
would be accessible by the “end
of November”.
However, a recent statement
from the Town suggests residents who use the bridge as part
of their exercise regime and to
access community amenities on
the west side of the Pefferlaw
River, will need to wait a little
longer.
“The Town has received the
Engineering Report from Eagle
Bridge Inc. and has forwarded
the document to the Town’s
insurance adjuster for assessment of repair recommendations—only for the section of
bridge that was damaged,” the

statement reads.
“The report has identified three
options which take several
things into consideration; the
biggest concern identified in the
report is that the bridge no
longer meets CAN/CSA S6-06
standards as it was constructed
in 1987.”
According to Ward 5 Councillor Brad Smockum, the CAN/
CSA standard is what is causing the delay.
He said the insurance company
needs to decide if they will pay
for a new bridge which meets
new code standards or whether
they can retrofit the damaged
portion of the bridge and bring
that section up to code. It could
even come down to a budget
item for the Town, he said.
“I am hoping they can come up
with something reasonable but
when you put engineers and an
insurance company in the same
sentence, anything can happen,” he said.
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Council approves $2 million for Sutton community hub Phase 1
The architectural design concept for the
new Sutton Community and Creative Hub
that will repurpose the former Sutton Public School on Dalton Rd. received approval
in principal from council last month as
they agreed to find close to $2 million to
build Phase One of the project.
The Hub design presentation made to
council by Cultural Services Manager Phil
Rose-Donahoe and Charles Rosenberg of
Hilditch Architect describes workspace for
four not-for-profit tenants who have already lined up as tenants for the facility—
the Georgina Food Pantry, the Georgina
Arts Centre and Gallery, Hospice Georgina
and a satellite campus for the Georgina
Training Centre (GTTI).
Phase One of the project will see the installation of a commercial/community
kitchen which can be used as a hands-on
practical workspace for GTTI students
enrolled in food preparation programs as
well as Food Pantry clients and other community organizations.
Work on Phase One will begin immediately and will include a roof replacement,
various electrical and mechanical upgrades
such as HVAC, security, lighting and

The above is an artistic rendering of what the inside of the Sutton Community and
Creative Hub will look like once Phase One is completed.
flooring, the demolition of the north wing
of the current structure and installation of
barrier-free washrooms, staff kitchen/
lounge.
While members of council appeared quite
pleased with the conceptual designs presented at the meeting, they were looking
for a business plan with some assurances
that the project would be able to support
annual operational expenses.
Mr. Rose-Donahoe explained that a busi-

ness plan would be forthcoming within
days but urged council to approve the
funds required to begin executing the construction for Phase One. A delay could
jeopardize a federal government commitment of $990,000, Mr. Rose-Donahoe said.
Council agreed to borrow the money from
a $20 million reserve fund to be repayable
within 15 years via tax levies. The impact
to annual property tax rates will be 0.35
per cent.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Oriented
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Women’s Day at Habitat build
A Women Only Blitz Day
helper measures for a
piece of drywall on the
ceiling of the Habitat
home in Sutton.

Eleven women, armed
with hand tools and
tons of energy, were
at 23 Hawkins Street
in Sutton on November 30 to participate
in the Habitat for Humanity Women Only
Blitz Day. The crew,
supported by Vaughan Regional Councillor Deb
Schulte, put up sheets of drywall on the ceiling and
worked on the flooring, cabinets and trim.
“Habitat for Humanity has a
strong track record of helping
people and I am proud to be
part of the women only

 Life Insurance

build,” Ms. Schulte said.
“We are excited to launch this
theme build with a women
only blitz day and to have so
many great women on site
with us,” said Ashley Culp,
Corporate and Community
Engagement Manager at
Habitat for Humanity York
Region.
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A Statement from Robert Grossi
Many of you have either heard or read about
some shore stabilization work that took place
at the property owned by my family located
at 99 Lake Drive East in the Town of Georgina. The work is now complete and all approvals have been granted. Up until now I
have not commented to any inquiries as it
was inappropriate due to the charges that had
been laid by the Ministry of Natural Resources.
My family has owned property on Lake Simcoe our entire lives and I personally have
been a property owner at this location for 30
years. Throughout that time we have been
great stewards and protectors of Lake Simcoe.
A number of questions have been raised by
the media and others and I will address them
individually.
1. Does my family own the lakefront property where we reside?
The answer is Yes. The deed clearly states
that we own “all lands in front to the water’s
edge of Lake Simcoe excepting that part
thereof used as a travelled roadway.”
2. Did we do any work on our property without permits?
No. Nothing was done in the work area until
all permits were secured.
3. Was fill material deposited into Lake Simcoe in front of our property?
The answer again is No. The only material
that was delivered to our property and used
for shore stabalization was granite boulders.
4. Did we proceed with any work in defiance
of any inspection or order from any approval
agency?
The answer again is No. All work that has
been done has been approved and inspected
by all agencies that have jurisdiction –The
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority
and the Ministry of Natural Resources.
Then why were charges laid by the Ministry
of Natural Resources? You will have to ask
them.
Here is what occurred. After some intense
storms in the spring of this year a section of
shoreline was washed out in front of our
property. Since I am a member of the board

at the LSRCA I sought the advice of the two
most senior managers of the Authority as to
how I should proceed with repairing the
damage. They are Rob Baldwin-The Director of Planning and Development Services
and Mike Walters-The General Manager of
Watershed Management. After reviewing the
situation I was told that since this was simply a “repair” a permit was probably not
necessary however since I was in the position I was in, ie: an elected official who was
also the Chair of the Board, that I should go
ahead and fill in a permit application. They
provided me with the package and we went
through it and I was told to apply for what
was identified as a “minor permit.”
I then asked two other key questions. The
first was-DO I NEED A PERMIT FROM
ANY OTHER AGENCY? The answer I
received was NO. Since this was a “minor
permit” the LSRCA had the authority to
issue the ONLY permit that was necessary.
I also asked whether I could stockpile material (granite boulders) on my property in
advance of actually having the permit approved. I was told- Yes it wasn’t uncommon
to have the material placed on site to perform the work in advance of the actual issuance of the permit.
Relying on what I believed was sound advice and after filling in the permit application forms I proceeded to arrange the delivery of granite boulders to my property.
When they arrived the truck driver deposited
the boulders at the top of the bank at my
lakefront just in front of where the stabilization work was to take place. When he deposited the third truck load of boulders the pile
shifted and approximately 15 boulders fell
into the lake in front of the area where the
stabilization work would take place. It was a
mistake. There was no intention on the
driver’s part or mine and since the amount
was “insignificant” and my contractor was
coming in the following two weeks to do the
work I didn’t believe it was an issue.
About five days later a representative from
the Ministry of Natural Resources arrived at
my property and told me to not proceed with
any work and that I
needed to get a permit from the Ministry
of Natural Resources
before I do anything.
I explained to him
that I thought the
only permit I needed
was from the LSRCA
and I asked him
whether he knew
either of the individuals with the LSRCA
that I was working
with. He told me he

didn’t and then left my property. I immediately contacted both Rob Baldwin and Mike
Walters and advised them of what I was told.
They were both shocked and expressed to
me that they couldn’t believe what I was
being told but advised me that I should go
ahead and apply for a Ministry permit as
well as the Conservation Authority permit
that I was already applying for.
I immediately attended at the Ministry offices in Aurora and picked up the permit
package and made the necessary application.
I cancelled my contractor and No work proceeded. Within the next three weeks I received all necessary approvals from both the
Ministry of Natural Resources and the Lake
Simcoe Region Conservation Authority.
I was also presented with a summons from
the Ministry of Natural Resources for the
granite boulders that had fallen into the lake
when the truck driver had delivered them to
my property. I couldn’t understand, since I
had done everything that I was asked to do,
why I was being charged with something
that clearly wasn’t intentional, was
“insignificant” (how the LSRCA referred to
it) and was going to be rectified as soon as
my contractor did the work. (Which has subsequently been done and approved by both
the MNR and LSRCA.)
At the same time the LSRCA under the direction of the CAO Gayle Wood decided to
investigate what had occurred with respect
to the “minor” permit at my property. Presentations were made to the Board of Directors of which I haven’t been privy to. However, I do know that neither Rob Baldwin
nor Mike Walters have been allowed to converse with me with respect to this issue and I
do not believe that they have had the opportunity to tell anyone on the board what I was
told by them.
I hired a solicitor to assist me with addressing the charges that were laid and I was advised that to take this issue to trial which he
felt, as I do, that we could defend could cost
my family in excess of $20,000. I am not
prepared to waste my money on this issue.
Therefore I instructed my solicitor to make a
plea on my behalf with respect to the boulders that had shifted off of the pile and fallen
into the water. He has done so and the issue
has now been resolved.
I, like others within the Lake Simcoe watershed, have relied on the expertise of those at
the LSRCA. Both Rob Baldwin and Mike
Walters are professionals and I respect their
advice. I am surprised, however, that they
have not been allowed or been able to respond to this issue. Hopefully when they are
allowed the Board at the LSRCA and others
will see that what I did was unintentional,
insignificant and without malice.
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If you missed the Sutton Legion Craft and
Bake Sale on Saturday, November 30 you
missed out on a huge selection of baked goods
and Christmas gift ideas. Better luck next year.

A huge crowd turned out on Sunday, December 1 to help the Jackson’s Point Village Association BIA light up the night. The group planted a new tree for the celebration and paid tribute to the Jewish community there with the lighting of a Menorah, courtesy of the Friends of Jackson’s Point.
The crowd was treated to music by the Voices of Georgina Choir and hot chocolate was supplied by the Lake Simcoe Arms.
Kat Taylor from Kat’s Gallery in Jackson’s Point was delighted with the turn out
for the association’s first event which they have termed “The Lightings”. “This is
really fantastic,” she said.

Dozens of youngsters came with their parents
to the Port Bolster Hall Children’s Christmas
Party on Saturday, December 7 where they
took part in making crafts, playing games and
lunching on hotdogs and goodies. Above, six
year-old Carson MacDonald is concentrating
on painting a Christmas decoration.

(Left) Councillor Phil Craig
captivated listeners with his
reading of “The Shepherd” at
the Annual Christmas Reading
hosted by the Georgina Historical Society (GHS).
The reading was held at the
Briar’s Resort on Sunday, December 1. “The Shepherd” is the
story of an RAF pilot guided by
a mysterious aviator on a foggy
Christmas Eve in 1957 back to
England from Germany.
The GHS would like to thank the Customers and staff alike were all smiles during the official
grand opening of the ‘new look’ at Tim Horton’s in Sutton
Briar’s Resort their generous
on Wednesday, November 27. (Art, you forgot to smile!)
hospitality and festive venue.
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Breakfast with Santa in Udora

How cute are they? Twins Luke (left)
and Tegan (right) with sister Aurora
have no problem visiting with Santa at
the Udora Lions Breakfast with Santa
event on Sunday, December 1.
(Left) Four year-old Annaleigh Della
Vedova takes a huge bite of her pancake
breakfast in anticipation of Santa’s arrival.
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More Christmas fun for the kiddies

The Christmas season just isn’t festive
enough without the Pefferlaw Lions
Children’s Christmas Party. The event
was host to hundreds of youngsters and
their families and of course, Santa and
Mrs. Claus were there handing out
stockings filled with goodies.
Above, Heidi Henderson, 5, takes a big
bite out of some cotton candy and left,
five year-old Nicole Tulk screams with
delight as she takes a tumble down a
slide in the bouncy castle.
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Pefferlaw Tree lighting

The Pefferlaw Association
of Ratepayers sponsored
the fun and treats at the
Pefferlaw Tree Lighting
ceremony on Sunday, December 1. Organizers Fronie (left) and Garry Harpley (right) join Mayor
Rob Grossi (centre) at the
festivities in the photo
above and Mr. and Mrs.
Claus head off to the Pefferlaw Fire Hall to help
the kiddies with their
Christmas lists and hand
out the goodies. A great
turn out and sing-song led
by the Cedardale Singers.

Timbits Curling sweeps into Brock

Ryan Lloyd (left) from the Beaverton Curling Club, Heather
Handley (left centre) from the Cannington Curling Club, Ron
Harris (right centre) from Tim Horton’s in Beaverton and
Brock Mayor Terry Clayton (right) celebrate the launch of
Timbits Curling. The program will allow over 200 kids in local
elementary schools the opportunity to go curling at one of the
local clubs. Tim Hortons in Beaverton donated all of the equipment for this Timbits Junior Curling program.
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YRP Marine Unit to build new facility
on town-owned park in Jackson’s
Point
Town council will go
into closed session in
the near future to work
out the details of a
lease agreement that
will see a portion of the
Jackson’s Point Harbour park being leased
to the York Regional
Police (YRP) Marine
unit.
Council got a glimpse
of what YRP is proposing to provide officers
with greater access to
the lake with their fleet
of marine equipment
which includes two 42
ft. cruisers, an airboat,
snowmobiles and
smaller watercraft.
According to the proposal, YRP will construct a
new building on the site containing office space with
kitchen facilities, washrooms,
meeting room and lockers. The
plan also proposes three large

boat slips and a number of
smaller slips plus a winter storage facility. The current washroom and shower facilities for
the park will be torn down and
new ones will be relocated.

Firefighters donate whopping
$13,512 to Food Pantry

Congratulations to the Keswick
Fire Fighters who donated
$13,512.72 to the Georgina
Food Pantry this year.
The money was an accumulation of funds received throughout the year during a variety of
fundraising events. The crews

regularly donate their time to
these events and recently collected 20 carts of toys, 1,200
lbs. of food and $1,500 in cash
during their Annual Christmas
Toy and Food Drive held at
Walmart in Keswick on November 30, 2013.
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Georgina recognizes the outstanding contribution of volunteers

Jayme Reed

Ariel Brown-Cruz

A local musician,
Ms. Reed has volunteered at numerous
events in aid of charitable causes such as
the Relay for Life
and CIBC Run for
the Cure.

She can be found
supporting staff and
residents at Cedarvale Lodge and
lending a helping
hand at the Recreation and Culture
Department at the
Civic Centre.

Louise GardnierVahey
Louise volunteers at
the Sutton Youth
Shelter and
SPLASH and has
been responsible for
organizing various
fundraising events
for those in need.

Allison Haskins
Citizen of the Year
Ms. Haskins received the Citizen of
Year Award for her many hours of volunteer support at R. L. Graham Public
School, Keswick High School, the Keswick High School Music Parents’ Council, the Georgina Food Pantry, York
Region Big Brothers Big Sisters, and the
Georgina Skating Club.
She has led fundraising campaigns for
Zehrs “Save-a-Tape” program which
generated over $900 for the purchase of
new instruments and coordinated the
African Drumming Elective for the York
Music Camp.
Upon presenting the award to Ms.
Haskins, Mayor Rob Grossi said “our
community is a richer place with her in
ways it will never even know.”

Paul Nicholls

Angie Richard

Peter Sing

Volunteer activities
include: Pefferlaw
& Lions Housing
Corp., South Lake
Community Futures,
Georgina Cares and
Georgina Public
Library Board.

Angie has been
Vice President
of the Sutton
Royal Canadian
Legion and chair
for York Region
55+ Summer and
Winter Games.

Peter is the Head
Referee and
responsible for
creating a first
class system of
referees for the
Lake Simcoe
Soccer Club.

Optimist Club of
Keswick
The Club has been an
active force in Georgina
since 1949 and members
have organized and volunteered in numerous
fundraising campaigns
and charity events. They
are an annual bursary
contributor.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
The South Lake Naturalists
are hosting a public meeting on
natural heritage issues on Tues.
Dec. 10 at 7:30 pm at the York
Region Police Building Meeting
Room.
On Thursday, Dec. 12, between
6:30 and 9:00 pm the Queensville Players in Keswick are
holding auditions for Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat at 20453 Leslie St.
in Queensville. Call (905) 3928113 for details.

Sun. Dec. 15 at 7:00 pm. The
cantata was written and produced by David Holborn. Free
admission with a free will offering.
The Pefferlaw Christmas Angels will be busy again this year
with your support. The Angels
provide food and gifts to families in the community who are
in need. If you can help, please
send your donation to the Pefferlaw & District Lioness Club.
Box 111, Pefferlaw, Ontario
L0E 1N0

The Beaverton Legion is hosting
The Pefferlaw Dental Centre
a Craft & Bake Sale on Sat.
encourages you to lend a helpDecember 14.
ing hand this season and drop
off a non-perishable food item
Hey Kids! Get set to have
for their Annual Food Drive.
Breakfast with Santa at the
Wilfrid Hall on Sat. December
14 starting at 8:30 am. $5. And IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR
YOU? CALL OVEREATERS
stay for the special children’s
ANONYMOUS. (705) 437fun time with Santa which be1928 OR (705) 437-1307—
gins at 10:00.
Tues & Thurs 7:30 pm — SalKnox United Church in Sutton vation Army Youth Centre—
invites you to the Christmas
20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—
Cantata “O What a Light” on Across from No-Frills.

