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Mayor Rob Grossi suing former Leisure Services Director, McLean
A legal suit for defamation has been issued
against John McLean, the former Director
of Leisure Services for the Town of Georgina, by Mayor Rob Grossi.
The suit claims that Mr. McLean “falsely
and maliciously” published two letters to
the editor—one in the Pefferlaw Post on
September 24 and one in the Georgina Advocate on September 15—with respect to
the Recreational Outdoor Campus (ROC) at
the Civic Centre.
According to the Statement of Claim issued
by Mr. Grossi’s lawyer on December 10,
2011, defamatory words contained in each
of the letters “are false and were maliciously
published by the defendant knowing that
they were false or with careless disregard as
to whether they were true or not”.
The claim goes on to say that “As a result of
the publication of the Defamatory Words,
the plaintiff has been subjected to ridicule,
hatred and contempt and has suffered damages to his reputation personally and in the
way of his office, profession and calling.
The plaintiff has also suffered personal embarrassment and humiliation.”
The section of the Georgina Advocate Letter
to the Editor written by Mr. McLean that
has prompted the legal action is defined in
the Statement of Claim as:
“It behooves me to respond to the Advocate’s editorial last week, which pointed the
finger and laid much of the blame for cost
and delays for “Mount Grossi” on leisure

services staff.
Blame should be laid, but in my opinion, not
necessarily on them.
From the beginning, staff in leisure were
“required” to support the project (whether
they personally agreed or not) because this
was Mayor Grossi’s pet project.
Therefore, all public reports written had to
reflect that direction.”
The Letter to the Editor that is claimed to
contain defamatory words and was published in the Pefferlaw Post deals with the
following excerpt:
“Sometimes it isn’t fun to gloat and say “I
told you so” and such is true in the case of
the free toboggan hill that grew into Mount
Grossi, because unfortunately it hits us all
in the pocketbook.
The Pefferlaw Post was first to predict to
the public that Mount Grossi might become
a financial burden and lo and behold you
were 100 per cent correct. We have now
been told that the construction phase of the
project is now $1,600,000.00 over budget
(and counting?).
The “blame game” is now starting with
Leisure staff and project consultants being
fingered as the culprits as everyone else
scurries to cover their butts.
It is patently unfair to blame staff as they
have only done what they were told to do by
Mayor & Council. From day one, Mount
Grossi was a project which at various
stages, was pushed on staff whether they felt

comfortable with it or not. After all, we had
a pile of unsettled frozen dirt at the corner
of Civic Centre and Baseline Roads courtesy of the Mayor’s invitation that needed to
be dealt with.”
The suit claims words contained in both
letters were understood to mean: a) that Mr.
Grossi ordered staff members of Georgina
to unconditionally support the ROC project
in circumstances where the staff members
believed the project should not be supported; b) that he was dishonest and disingenuous in his dealings with the staff members of Georgina in relation to the ROC
project and; c) that he acted in his own selfinterest and not in the interest of the residents of Georgina in relation to the ROC
project.
The suit also claims Mr. McLean used his
position as the former Director of Leisure
Services for Georgina to add credibility to
the publication and has brought the integrity
of the Georgina Council and the process by
which it makes decisions into disrepute.
The suit is claiming damages for defamation
in the amount of $100,000 plus punitive,
aggravated and exemplary damages in the
amount of $25,000.
In an interview with Mr. McLean, he said
he was surprised by the legal action but
would “absolutely” defend the suit but declined to comment further.
When contacted for this story, Mr. Grossi
also responded with “no comment”.

Looking for a Large Family Home?
Well here it is! 3 good sized bedrooms plus a den/
office/bedroom or workout room. 2 bathrooms, full
basement with rec room, cold room AND a workshop. Entrance from garage to house. Fenced in
back yard and walking distance to amenities. List
price of $294,000.00. Call me to see!!!
Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
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Well, this IS disappointing
worth it. Can't even get to
If you read further on in this
publication, you will see a story friends’ houses anymore, they
on the Holiday R.I.D.E. statis- have to pick me up. If my house
tics from both York Region and mate’s not home, I have to get a
Durham Region police depart- taxi to do the shopping. If I am
running late for work I can't
ments during their 2011 camjust hop in the car (instead of
paign.
walking) and be there in five
It is a mystery to me why the
minutes. I also had to quit my
message ‘Don’t Drink and
Drive’ is not getting through to second job. So all up, it has
seriously affected me finanpeople.
cially and socially. I can't just
The fact that the number of
charges for this offence contin- go and meet up with friends
ues to climb instead of decrease anywhere anymore, They have
might be a cause for a study on to come to me.
This blogger obviously boils it
the human psyche.
What is it that is driving people down to ‘stupidity’ but only
after they got caught. I suspect
to ignore the risks?
they didn’t consider how
Are they just being stubborn?
“stupid” it was when they got
Are they convinced of their
into the car in the first place.
own immortality? Do they
So maybe the TV advertising
think they won’t get caught?
Don’t they believe in the risk to and bumper stickers should say
themselves and others? Do they “DON’T BE STUPID! Don’t
Drink and Drive!”
consider themselves safe to
drive? Are they secretly trying
Karen Wolfe, Editor
to get away with something?
Are they against the inconvenience of getting a sober
ride home? Or the
cost? Or what?
The bottom line is, it is
illegal to be over the
limit and behind the
Publisher/Editor
Karen Wolfe
wheel of a motorized
(705) 437-1216
vehicle. If you are
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca
lucky and not involved
Proofreader
in an accident, the cost
Nancy Koster
for those who are
Advertising Sales & Inquiries
caught, is enormous!
Karen Wolfe
Check out this blog
(705) 437-1216
post from someone
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca
who was caught and
Distribution Inquiries
The Pefferlaw Post Offices
the impact it had on
17 Otter Cove
their life:
Pefferlaw,
Ontario
So I got caught after I
L0E
1N0
was so stupid enough
(705) 437-1216
to drive after a night
www.thepefferlawpost.com
on the town. I was on
The Pefferlaw Post publishes on the 10th
the way to a friend’s
and 24th of every month (except Decemhouse and just two
ber 24) and is distributed throughout
streets from my home I
Georgina
and beyond. The contents of
was pulled over. I lost
this publication are protected by copyright
my license for two
and may only be used for personal and
years but that was
non-commercial use. The Pefferlaw Post
later reduced to one
accepts no responsibility for claims made
year. I am half way
for any product or service reported or
through it now and it
advertised.
was definitely not
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Structure fires decrease in 2011
The Georgina Fire Department responded to 25 per cent
fewer fires in
2011 than
2010.
The greatest
reduction in the
town was in
Keswick where
firefighters
responded to 40
per cent fewer
fires last year
than the previous year—26
versus 44.
In Sutton,
where the department faced
one of the largest fires in
years, the department was
called out to 21 fires compared to 25 in 2010.
The Pefferlaw fire service
responded to eight calls, the
same number as in the previous year.

In addition to fires where suppression equipment is used,

the department responds to
emergency calls, fire complaints and vehicle collisions.
These calls resulted in an increase in incident responses
throughout the year in 2011
by 33 calls.
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Tennyson Tidbits
over the phone by calling (905)
713-7400. Portable huts with a
base less than 75.4 sq. ft. need
not be registered. And remember—-SAFETY FIRST! York
Regional Police have already
been called to rescue a snowmobiler in Keswick who fell
through the ice on December
30.
We tip our hats to the Virginia
Church UCW who prepared a
Christmas donation for the
Sandgate Women’s Shelter.
Pictured above left to right are
Lorraine Hackenbrook, Sue
Williams, Lynne Swain, Barb
McKenzie, Cheryl McIntosh,
Elsie Newton, Brenda Rae and
Cathy Rennie preparing these
Christmas gifts.

Family members of Sherri
Woodruff and James Davidson
are eager to hear from them.
They are encouraged to contact
Cindy Woodruff at the following email address:
cindyswoodruff@gmail.com

Does anyone out there know
where “Trusty’s Hotel” was
located in Pefferlaw during the
1930s? He owned the BelveAnglers and ice hut operators
dere at one time but gave it up
are itching for the season to
and was arrested in January
start and the Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources is remind- 1936 when he began selling
ing hut owners to register their spirits from another location
huts prior to dragging them out without the benefit of a liquor
onto the lake. This can be done licence.

Ice Pad well used during break

The Pefferlaw Ice Pad Committee and staff from the Town
of Georgina worked hard to
make sure the surface was up
and running during the holidays this year.
Ice making started on December 19 and by the weekend the
pad was being used for public
skating and hockey.

The committee is still looking
for help from volunteers to
assist in snow clearing and
general clean-up for the 2012
season.
Users are reminded that this is
an unsupervised facility and
are urged to respect the times
of use posted.
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Town opens toboggan hill for 4 days
Mayor Rob Grossi
was the first to
slide down the
toboggan hill
when it was
opened on Thursday, January 5 at
1:00 p.m. The
tubing hill, complete with tow, will
open later this
month.

ers and all users were able to
take a refreshment break at the
new chalet. A centre piece at
the ultra-modern chalet is a gas
fireplace adorned with antique
toboggans donated by Mayor
Rob Grossi.
The facility will be officially
opened later this month and
staff are hoping the weather
cooperates enough to open the
terrain and tubing area on the
hill in the not too distant future.
“We are working with Mother
Nature on that and we are at
the mercy of the weather,”
said CAO Winanne Grant.
This young fellow was one of
the first of dozens of kids who According to Mr. Grossi, once
the tow, which is similar to the
arrived at the ROC to try out
moving sidewalks found in
the new toboggan hill.
airports, passes final safety
inspection and the tubing hill
After days of snow making,
has a sufficient base of snow
grooming and sub-zero temperatures, the hill at the Geor- and has been tested, tubers,
snowboarders and skiers will
gina Outdoor Recreational
be good to go.
Complex (ROC) opened for
four days of free tobogganing The hill is divided into three
recreational areas—one section
prior to the kids returning to
for tubing, one section for skithe classroom on January 9.
The outdoor ice rink was also ing and snowboarding and anavailable free of charge to skat- other area for toboggans.

 Life Insurance
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Udora Leaskdale Lions award bursary

Udora Leaskdale Lion Byron
Taylor (left above) congratulates Leaskdale resident and
first-year university student
Sam Allison (above right) as
the 2012 recipient of a $500
club-sponsored bursary.
Mr. Allison, 18, is working on
his Bachelor of Science degree
at Carleton University in Ottawa and may someday enter
the research field.

Mr. Allison is the second recipient to receive a bursary
from the club and met all of the
criteria. He was on the honour
roll throughout high school,
was co-president for the student
council, was a member of the
school basketball team and
provided leadership support for
children enrolled in summer
camp.
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Impaired charges up over holidays
Despite the horrific consequences that can occur while
driving under the influence,
drivers in both York and Durham continue to drive with
blood alcohol levels above the

which 155 people were
charged with drinking and
driving offences compared to
138 last year. The program
stopped 8,494 vehicles in
2011.

limit—although more drivers
in York Region appear to be
getting the message than those
travelling in Durham.
In York Region, law enforcement stopped 29, 204 vehicles
during their Festive R.I.D.E.
campaign and only 11 individuals were charged with impaired driving—up from 8
charges in 2010.
The Durham Regional Police
force conducted a seven week
Festive R.I.D.E. campaign in

“These results have set a new
record high, exceeding the
2008 campaign results in
which 152 motorists were
charged,” said Sgt. Nancy van
Rooy of the Durham Regional
Police Service.
York Regional Police also reported an additional 74 impaired driving arrests were
made during this period by
Uniform Patrol Officers on
regular patrol.
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Do you know where ‘Frenchtown’ is?
During the War of 1812, an installation of of the Frenchmen’s original log homes
had burned by the 1890s,” said Ms. Matt.
British soldiers and a British colony of
One of the earliest non-residential strucFrench Canadian voyageurs and their
families were living on the small island of tures in the village was the schoolhouse, a
log building erected sometime in the early
Drummond, off the shore of Manitoulin
1830s on Lot 12, Concession 7. This was
Island in Lake Huron. After the war, the
U.S. and the British argued over the own- replaced in 1837 when a combined comership of Drummond Island and by 1822 munity centre, Methodist Church/Sunday
school and schoolhouse opened on Januit was decided it would become part of
ary 17, 1837. A third version of the Virthe U.S. Many of the French Canadian
ginia school house and known as S. S. #2
voyageurs and their families remained
loyal to the British and by 1828 the exo- was built in 1870 and a fourth was
erected on the same lot in 1912. It still
dus of these families from Drummond
stands today although classes ceased in
Island to communities in Upper Canada
1968 and it has since been used as a comwas complete.
munity centre.
Historical reThe earliest record
cords show that
of a dedicated
many of these
church in the setfamilies mitlement was Saint
grated south to
Anthony’s CathoGeorgina and
lic Church, a
settled in Virframe building
ginia. The follocated on two
lowing is an
acres of land doexcept from
nated by Anthony
papers written
Charpentier in
by former
An early photo of Saint Anthony’s Catholic
Drummond
Church in Virginia. Constructed in 1903 it re- 1858. This structure was replaced
Island residents placed an earlier frame structure erected in
by the current
and published
1858.
building which
by the Ontario
was erected in 1903 for $600.00.
Historical Society:
By 1874, the Frenchtown settlement was
“The migrant voyageurs settled principally near Penetanguishene, in the town- officially known as Virginia when the first
ship of Tiny, Simcoe County. Offshoots of Post Office came into being in what is
the band settled at Old Fort Ste. Marie, at today known as the former home of Charlie and Annie Burnie. The first postmaster
Fesserton and Coldwater, and another
was John Doyle and the office remained in
south of Lake Simcoe, near Pefferlaw,
existence until 1957 when it was closed.
York County.”
The last postmaster of the Virginia Post
Known originally as Frenchtown, the
Office was Andrew O’Neill and his family
existence of French settlers drew other
French families to the community and by still resides in the Victorian-style home
where the last post office was located in
the 1850s and 1860s, families of French
the heart of Virginia. The O’Neill home
origin dominated the landscape.
was built in 1885 as a general store and
Early family surnames of Virginia include: Matt, Laviolette, Duclos, Dusang, remains one of the oldest structures in
Boisvert, Doucette, Beausoleil, Charpen- town today.
The term “Frenchtown” or “Frenchman’s
tier, de LaRond, LaChapelle, LaLond
Village” was still being used colloquially
Croteau, Boucher, Cadieux, Perrault,
Languedoc, St. Armand, Fenton, Sicard, as late as the 1930s.
In 1897, a second dedicated church was
Beaudreau, Fontaine, LeDuc, St. Gerbuilt which became the Virginia United
main.
According to Melissa Matt, the archivist Church. Standing today, the church has
at the Georgina Pioneer Village, descen- undergone a number of changes which
have been recorded in a history book of
dants of some of these families still live
the church written by Virginia resident Al
here today, but some of them were here
McKenzie. It took Mr. McKenzie six years
and gone in a generation.
to compile the material and it is expected
“I read a personal account of a local
the book will be released later this spring.
man—he was probably a child at the time
he is recalling—that claimed that the last

EXPERIENCED “IN-HOME”
PHYSIOTHERAPY
AVAILABLE!
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Environmentalists opposed to developing North Gwillimbury forest area

Dr. Barry Hanser
Dr. Karen Chu

A residential development
property formerly known as
Maple Leaf Estates and approved in 1984 to provide
1,073 double-wide mobile
homes on leased sites is now
the subject of controversy and
debate as the owner and development company Metrus gears
up to submit a planning application that would switch from
leased sites to freehold lots for
each dwelling.
On one side of the dispute is
the newly formed environmental group “Save the North
Gwillimbury Forest” (SNGF)
which has initiated a letterwriting campaign in hopes of
influencing Georgina council
to vote against development.
Strategically
located across
the road from
Subject Property
desired Lake
Simcoe
shoreline between Brighton Beach and
Eastbourne in
North Keswick, the 494
acre parcel
(200 hectares)
is part of a
provincially
significant
wetland, says SNGF. “This is
not the place for a subdivision.
Tell Metrus that it should take
its development somewhere
else!” the group says.
But according to Harold
Lenters, the Director of Planning and Building at the Town
of Georgina, if the developers
wanted to move forward with
the 1984 approved plan, there
would be nothing to stop them.
“The property has historical
approvals for a major development on it and that was approved by the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB),” Mr.
Lenters said, adding that cabinet upheld the OMB approval
and the property was included
in the service area boundary in

an amendment to the official
plan.
But according to material compiled by SNGF, the property is
part of one of the ten largest
remaining forest areas in the
Lake Simcoe watershed and
the proposed development runs
directly contrary to the spirit of
the Lake Simcoe Protection
Plan and Act.
“In 1984, the Lake Simcoe
watershed was nowhere near as
heavily developed as it is today. In the last nearly 30 years,
the watershed has lost a significant amount of woodlands and
wetlands. Only recently did the
Ministry of Natural Resources
assess the Maple Leaf Estates
property owned by Metrus and

find that it contains provincially significant wetlands—
this information was simply
not available 30 years ago.
More intensive development is
the wrong solution on this
site,” the group’s website
states.
According to Mr. Lenters,
Metrus has not submitted a
planning application for the
changes they want to make to
the 1984 approved plan but
they have met with town staff
for a pre-consultation meeting.
“They are telling us that they
want to keep the changes to a
minimum but we haven’t received an application as to
what they really want to do,”
Mr. Lenters said.
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Around town over the Holidays
Lake Simcoe Arms changes hands

Town recognizes support for fire victims

Retirement is the name of the game for the Josies, long-time
owners of the Lake Simcoe Arms in Jackson’s Point. The restaurant has been sold to Joel and Laura Lipchitz. Above, the
staff together with Diane Josie (centre) pose for a photo on
their last evening together—New Year’s Eve! Good luck to all!
Photo by: Janet Battaglio-Studio G Group 2011(C)

An Appreciation Reception on December 13 hosted by the
Town of Georgina at the Salvation Army Conference Centre
was held to recognize the support of dozens of residents, businesses, service clubs, municipal and regional staff and emergency personnel during the aftermath of the Dalton Park fire.
“Whatever someone had to offer, they offered,” Mayor Grossi
said during the reception. Above, Grant Verdoold receives a
token of appreciation from Mayor Grossi for his long hours and
hard work organizing the relief centre at the Sutton Youth Shelter.

Pefferlaw Lions Christmas Party

Mayor’s New Year’s Levee

Kids and
their families
were more
than just a
little excited
last month at
the Pefferlaw
Lions Annual
Kids Christmas Party.
Free hotdogs,
drinks, a stocking stuffed
with goodies and a chance
to tell Santa what to bring
were highlights of the day.

On Sunday, January 8, Mayor Rob
Grossi greeted
over a hundred
residents at his
New Year’s Levee
at the Georgina
Pioneer Village
where he served
up pancakes and
sausage.
Held at the school
house at the Village and warmed by a period popbellied stove, nine year-old Cyris

Above: Jayden Pieroway, 5,
from Pefferlaw considers
her options.
Right: This little guy had no
trouble hitting the bell.

Carriere (above left) gets personal
service from Mayor Grossi.
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Coming Events & Announcements

Jack Gibbons from Save the
North Gwillimbury Forest
will discuss the Metrus Maple Leaf development at the
South Lake Simcoe Naturalists at their meeting on
Tues. Jan 10 at 7:30 at the
York Regional Police Building in Sutton.
On Tue. Jan. 17 at 7:00 pm

the Port Bolster Hall
Board will conduct their
Annual General Meeting.

information night for their
Child Development Practitioner (former E.C.E. program) on Wed. Jan. 25 from
7:00 to 9:00 pm.

On Wed. Jan. 18 at 8:00 the
Egypt Hall Board will host
their Annual General Meet- The Sutton Legion together
with the York Region Pipes
ing.
& Drums Band will host a
Georgina Trades Training
Traditional Burns Supper at
Inc. in Sutton will host an
6:00 pm. Sat. Jan. 28.

Obituary
SARASIN, Floyd Rolland — September
25, 1959 to January 4, 2012.
Beloved son of Emory and Phyllis,
Brother of Vera, George, Donald and
sister-in-law Heather (predeceased).
Also brother of Carl (Val), Roy
(Dorothy), Keith (Mary), and Bruce
(Margie). Will be missed by his many
nieces and nephews and family from
Alberta. Interned Briar Hill Cemetery
Sunday, January 8, 2012.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

