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Pefferlaw Lions Mini Putt
More than 50 people descended on the Pefferlaw
Lions Hall on Saturday, March 29 to participate in
the 5th Annual Pefferlaw Lions Mini Putt event.
Fourteen teams of golfers played two rounds of 18holes. On the winning team, the High Rollers, were:
Bill Guy, Mark Guy, Patricia LaFleur and Al
McDermott.
According to
Lion Bill Guy,
the businesses
across Georgina, from Keswick to Sutton
to Pefferlaw all
contributed to a
“marvelous”
prize table.
Golfers also
enjoyed a roast
beef dinner
Carol Wolfe misses a chance to
prepared by the
sink a hole in one at the Lions’
Pefferlaw LiTail hole as members of her team oness.
look on.

Georgina pesticide by-law
now in effect

After several failed attempts,
Charlene Miller is surprised her
see her ball finally go up the
ramp through the Old Mill on
the 18th hole of the Lions’ Mini
Putt course. Ms. Miller and her
team were teachers from Deer
Park School in Keswick.

Don’t Miss This One…
On Saturday, May 3, the Udora-Leaskdale Lions will be holding their annual
Canoe River Run along the Pefferlaw River starting at 8:00 am to 10:00 am. A
minimum of a $10 pledge is required per paddler. Pledge sheets can be obtained
from the Udora General Store and proceeds from the event will go to the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital Foundation. For further information, please contact Jacquie
Brown (705) 437-2773 or Russ Burton (905) 830-2862.

When thinking of Buying or Selling choose...

A town-wide by-law restricting the use
of pesticides for lawn care came into
effect on March 1. And although
council considered postponing the date
until a proposed province-wide ban
could come into effect, residents who
treat their lawns with chemical pesticides this spring will be subject to a
fine of $100 plus a victim surcharge of
$20 and court fees of $5.00.
“In the case of a first offence, we
would visit the site, give out information and explain what they can do instead of using pesticides,” said Brock
McDonald of Georgina Leisure Services. “In the case of a second offence,
we would go out to the property, take a
sample of the lawn, send it to Guelph
to have it analyzed and based on that
information, we would issue a fine.”
Mr. McDonald said the town is planning to hire a part-time staff member to
deliver an education program through
the development of pamphlets, seminars and school visits to help residents
make lawn care decisions that are
based on biological products and processes.
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Oh oh...I have to call the sign police again
As you read further along in
this issue you will come to a
story on the Morning Glory
swamp that I had a lot of fun
researching and writing. I grew
up in that swamp and as a kid I
remember exploring it on a
regular basis. I even got lost in
there for hours one day and
ended up wandering around
with two “soakers” trying to
find my way out. I and a number of neighbourhood kids (the
Sarasins) built a tree fort in
there and as youngsters we
used to fish (illegally I’m sure)
for pike in a creek that runs
through it. I don’t ever remember catching any pike but I do
remember catching polliwogs,
taking them home and waiting
for them to eat their tails and
turn into frogs.
I know I’m not supposed to
refer to it as a “swamp” anymore—the politically correct
term is “wetland” and I am OK
with that. In fact, the entire
area is now considered a provincial nature reserve and I
wholeheartedly support the
legislation that will protect this
significant natural feature and
the creatures there that call it
home.
However, I do take issue with
the sign that was recently installed there that identifies the
area as the “Duclos Point Provincial Nature Reserve”.
For as long as I can remember,
this “wetland” has always been
referred to as the Morning
Glory swamp so what is wrong
with calling it the “Morning
Glory Provincial Nature Reserve”? In the research I did for
the story, common usage of
this area has always been
Morning Glory. The school
there is called Morning Glory
and at one time there was a
settlement there referred to as
Morning Glory.
For those of you that remember
my quest to get the name of the
Pefferlaw River changed from
“brook” to “river”, you know
that it took more than two
years to get that name changed.

There was a government body
that had jurisdiction over that
name change but evidently,
they don’t have jurisdiction
over the names of provincial
parks—which this area now is.
I called the Ministry of Natural
Resources and the people at
Sibbald Point Provincial Park
who are now in charge of the
area and no one seems to know
who gave it the name Duclos
Point Provincial Nature Reserve.
It is a mystery to me why government bodies don’t poll the
local residents on issues like
this. If nothing else, at least
find out what the common usage of a place is before erecting a sign that has no bearing
or historical significance on it.
So, here I go again.
I’m waiting to hear back from
the Ministry of Natural Resources with an explanation of
how it got its new name so I
can figure out how to get it
changed to the Morning Glory
Provincial Nature Reserve.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Hydro One and Julia Munro respond to
consumer complaints of excessive hydro bills
that is when we don’t go and
Hydro One, eager to resolve
issues with residents who have test a meter,” she said. “If it
looks out of line or it looks odd,
been questioning the accuracy
of the new Smart Meters, have then definitely yes, we will send
responded by conducting meter someone out to look at it.”
According to Carol Wolfe on
tests which have, to date, indicated the meters are performing Donna Dr. on Holmes Point,
Hydro One inspected her meter
up to specification.
According to Jenny Spencer, the in response to energy bills that
supervisor of Customer Service were in excess of $1,500.00.
“He said our meter is fine but
for Hydro One, the meters are
there was a billing error and
tested randomly by Industry
Canada and are rarely found to they are in the process of
straightening that out now,” she
be faulty.
“I’ve worked in this industry for said.
According to another Hydro
31 years and have maybe seen
spokesperson, all of the comthree,” she said.
The negative reaction to abnor- plaints the company investigated from area residents were
mally high electricity bills this
winter was also felt by Conser- not meter related but stemmed
from issues pertaining to third
vative MPP Julia Munro as
party enmany
ergy reresidents
“I did what I said I would do and
tailers.
tele“In every
phoned
we will wait and see what kind of
case
and wrote
reaction we get from the minister.”
where we
letters to
Julia Munro, MPP
talked to
her obindividual
jecting to
consumtheir bills.
As a result, Ms. Munro met with ers, the reason for the billing
increases were third party,” the
the Minister of Energy and his
spokesperson said.
staff on April 3 when she upWhen the deregulation of elecdated him on the situation and
tricity was introduced in Ontario
presented the complaints she
in May of 2002, consumers
had received.
were told an open market
“I did what I said I would do
would, in all probability, offer
and we will wait and see what
kind of reaction we get from the significant savings but for
many, the opposite is true.
minister,” Ms. Munro said.
When complaints are directed to “Deregulation as far as I’m conHydro One, the company tradi- cerned did nothing but stick
you,” said Dave Clyde. “It is
tionally compares historical
consumption data for individu- bulls**t and that is putting it
als to determine if their usage is politely.”
“I am not in favour of deregulaout of line. Recently, the custion,” said Gord Thorn who just
tomer service department of
cancelled a contract he had no
Hydro One has conducted a
number of consumption analy- idea he had with Direct Energy.
“I’ve had trouble with Rogers
ses in response to complaints
from customers in the Pefferlaw for the telephone and it cost me
a small fortune to get out of it
area and have found that conand problems with so many
sumption numbers have not
people at my door. No more
been out of line.
people at my door or telephone
“When we look at a situation
calls. I don’t want any more of
where we can see, quarter to
quarter, consistent consumption that stuff.”
across three of four years then

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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The legends of Morning Glory Swamp a.k.a. Duclos Point Nature Reserve
Today, the property known as Morning
Glory “swamp” on the north side of Highway #48 between Morning Glory Public
School and Holmes Point Rd. is considered
a significant environmental natural feature
and is protected by provincial legislation
under the Provincial Parks Act. It was recently designated as the “Duclos Point
Provincial Nature Reserve” and is one of
the few wetlands in York Region that still
remains in its original natural condition. It
is home to indigenous flora, birds, wildlife
and amphibians.
Over the years, this wetland has become an
icon for Pefferlaw and has been a witness
to the community’s growth and prosperity.
But among the secrets held close to the
bark of long-gone trees and moss-covered
stumps are the legends of mystery, tragedy
and murder.
The earliest record of ownership of the
Morning Glory “swamp” area dates back
to 1834 when a weaver named Simon Secord and a man by the name of George
Playter were the registered owners of Lot
17 and 18. A circa 1880 map shows that D.
Brooks owned Lots 20 and 21 of Concession 7 in the Township of Georgina and
Lots 18 and 19 were owned by Charles
Laviolette.
It is believed that the swamp got its name
from the wild morning glories that grew
there and it is said that early settlers referred to it as “Georgina’s Sinking Fund.”
By the 1850s and 1860s, a small community had grown up along the swamp which
included an early tile and brick yard, a
church, a small store and an inn.
The Morning Glory Tavern, located on
property where Morning Glory Public
School now sits, was a popular spot for
stage coach travelers and it was a depot for
the mail coach as it traveled from Sutton to
Beaverton through Pefferlaw.

Oftentimes, the political leaders of the day the crime and was hanged on March 4,
held council meetings at the tavern before 1859. Mr. Kelly’s body was buried at St.
Anthony’s Cemetery in Virginia and for
it burned down in the 1880s.
many years, a stake and pile of stones on
A mysterious legend of note involves an
Highway #48 marked the spot of the murinnkeeper and the disappearance of his
wife. It is believed that the innkeeper, upon der.
In the early days, Morning Glory “swamp”
discovering his wife in the arms of her
lover, shot them both and buried their bod- was cultivated for its timber. Crews, using
teams of horses, would haul trees out of
ies nearby.
In 1954, when excavation work began for the swamp to a nearby rollaway (Jackson’s
Rollaway) near the bridge on Hwy. #48 to
Morning Glory Public School, human remains were discovered on the property and send the logs out into Lake Simcoe. One
local story of swamp lore describes the
refueled earlier speculation among locals
loss of a team
that the innkeeper’s
Lake Simcoe
of horses in
wife had met a viothe swamp
lent end for her indiswhen they
cretion. The rumours
became mired
were never substantiLot 18 19 20
21
in
ated.
Ramsey & Miller
“quicksand”
While the incidence
albeit it was
of crime in old Georin all likeligina was relatively
hod a deep
low in the 1850s, the
Tavern
bog or quagfirst murder on reChurch
mire.
cord took place in
Jackson’s Rollaway
The dark and
Morning Glory
foreboding
swamp in 1858.
reputation of
The Ramsey and
yore often
Miller Lumber Comassociated
pany was located on
A
map
showing
ownership
of
Morning
Glory
with Morning
property east of the
Glory
Pefferlaw River and swamplands circa 1880.
“swamp” has
north of Highway
#48. Two men in their employ, Hugh Kelly since been replaced by an appreciation for
its natural beauty and plant and wildlife.
and John O’Leary, became involved in a
Now, as a designated provincial park, its
bitter dispute over a law suit. Based on
land use is open to hikers, cross country
police records of the day, Mr. Kelly gave
evidence against Mr. O’Leary which led to skiers and nature enthusiasts. And, on April
a judgment against him. In retaliation, Mr. 9, 2008, students at Morning Glory Public
School will erect a 40 ft. osprey platform in
O’Leary purchased a butcher knife from
the Robert Johnston store in Pefferlaw and cooperation with the Ministry of Natural
stabbed Mr. Kelly to death in the Morning Resources, Earth Rangers and Hydro One
in an effort to encourage more wildlife to
Glory swamp.
make this iconic wetland their home.
Mr. O’Leary was tried and convicted of
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Hundreds support grieving family
Congratulations to the
organizers and concerned friends, family
and neighbours that
came out on Saturday
night, April 5 to support the family of Brittany Mabee-Wilson,
the 8 year-old girl who
lost her life on Christmas eve in a tragic
accident while traveling home to Cannington with her mom,
Nicole.
The Cannington LeJoanne Brown announces the top bidgion held a sold out
ders for silent auction items donated to
crowd where support- help raise money for the family of Briters participated in raf- tany Mabee-Wilson.
fles, draws and a silent
auction.
According to organizers, the
final tally of monies raised was
event was a huge success. The not available at press time.

Sunderland Maple Syrup Festival

Merlyn Doble of Beaver Brock Farms in Cannington demonstrates how sap is boiled down into maple syrup at the Maple
Syrup Festival in Sunderland on Saturday, March 29. Mr. Doble
expects a good crop this year once daytime temperatures warm up.
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Mosquito control program to start soon
According to Bob McLaughlin,
Manager of Public Works for
the Town of Georgina, the company hired to deliver the Bti
mosquito control program in
Pefferlaw has received all of
the approvals necessary to begin the program.
“They have received approval

black fly larvae and is similar to
the compounds used by organic
farmers for pest control. The
active ingredient biodegrades in
two days after which time it
becomes inert.
According to Mark Ardis, Project Manager for GDG Environment, researchers will be in the

Ground
Aerial
Protected
Area
Treatment
Boundary

The solid white line shows the area that will be protected from
mosquitoes after the Bti application. The light patterned areas
will be treated from the air and the dark patterned areas will
be ground treated using back packs.
from the Ministry of Natural
Resources to treat Morning
Glory swamp and the approval
from the Ministry of the Environment will be here on Monday,” he said.
The Bti program uses a biological larvicide called bacillus
thuringienis israelensis which
is only harmful to mosquito and

field as soon as April 15 to begin monitoring water temperatures so they can identify the
optimum opportunity to begin
the application.
“The job of our field team is to
determine the perfect window
for treatment.”
Mr. Ardis said warm temperaContinued on page 7...
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Pefferlaw mosquito control program
eighty per cent reduction in
Continued from page 6.
mosquitoes which is a big notures are needed to promote
ticeable difference,” he said.
bacteria replication in target
areas in order to reduce oxygen “Once our treatments are done
for spring mosquitoes, you will
content levels which are required to cause mosquito eggs start seeing summer species
coming in and those ones unto hatch.
fortunately, we will not be
“We are usually looking for
water temperatures around 55 treating for,” he said, adding,
the summer mosquitoes will
degrees F but it can be colder
begin by the end of May with
than that,” he said.
Once the optimum window of another species called cattail
marsh mosquitoes hatching at
opportunity is identified, Mr.
Ardis said, the field team will the end of June.
begin with a terrestrial applica- The total cost of the spring
program
tion
is
using
$130,000
back
“The residents should expect a
and for
packs to
spring without mosquitoes—eighty
the most
treat
part, is
smaller
per cent reduction in mosquitoes
suplowwhich is a big noticeable
ported by
lying
difference.” Mark Ardis
the maareas.
jority of
Once
Pefferlaw
completed the larger wetland areas area residents.
in Morning Glory and near the The Pefferlaw Association of
Pefferlaw River will be treated Ratepayers (PAR), proponents
of the program, distributed a
by a fixed wing airplane that
will be flying out of the Lind- number of petitions throughout
the study area and presented
say airport.
The Town of Georgina mailed 300 plus signatures to council
information to Pefferlaw resi- when they lobbied for council’s support.
dents advising them of their
“The town finally realized that
intention to proceed with the
program and to date, 36 notices Pefferlaw is a very unique
community with needs and
of objection to the program
wants a little different than
have been received.
Keswick,” said PAR president
However, according to both
Fronie Harpley. “And, we want
Mr. McLaughlin and Mr.
the ratepayers of Pefferlaw to
Ardis, the objectors will not
have a noticeable impact on the know that PAR is here and
working in the best interests of
results of the program even
though their properties will not the majority of our membership.”
be treated.
“These are not large breeding Christine Galloway and her
family are newcomers to the
sites that are located in the
objectors area so we are pretty area and she said her grandcertain that it won’t have a big mother, a former Pefferlaw
impact on the overall results,” resident, warned her about
moving to Pefferlaw because
said Mr. Ardis.
of the mosquito problem.
The Bti program that was ap“I am an outdoors person and I
proved by the Town of Georam looking forward to getting
gina was designed to target
only spring mosquitoes which out into the back yard once the
snow disappears,” she said. “I
are called ochlerotatus stimusure hope this program works
lans. According to Mr. Ardis,
because I have two young chilthis species is an aggressive
biter and can traditionally last dren and there isn’t much you
can use on them that will profor three months.
“The residents should expect a tect them from mosquito
bites.”
spring without mosquitoes—
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Mayor Robert Grossi—
Q. (PP) On a scale of 1-10, rate your
performance as mayor and why would
you give yourself this rating?

won’t be much different than it is today.
There will be some estate development.
And the reason it will probably be not
much different than it is today is because I
A. (RG) I put every ounce of effort that I
can’t see that within that time frame that
have into the job that I do and I love the
municipal water and sewers will go into
job that I have been given the honour of
the Pefferlaw area. So therefore, the develdoing. So in that respect, how am I doing
opment will only be restricted to estatein respect to the job? I guess you can altype development. There will be restricted
ways do better but I think I’m probably
development. We will have to deal with
performing at an eight or a nine. I think
providing amenities but the people in that
I’ve done what you need to do when it
community will have to deal with, and
comes to being an elected official. At this
continue to understand, that there is a
point in time I could do what other levels
trade-off. Some of the things that you wish
of government and other levels of municito access may require you to go to the larpal government do
ger urban areas, i.e.
and that’s complain
Sutton or Keswick.
about somebody else
“In the next 15 years, I would
and what I’ve tried to
In the next 15 years, I
love to see Sutton develop as a
do is build partnerwould love to see
retirement life-style community.”
ships.
Sutton develop as a
retirement life-style
Q. (PP) Based on
community. With the development of prothe growth numbers within York Rejects that are currently on the books or
gion, if you could look into a crystal
within the official plan designation, I think
ball, what do you think Georgina will
it is an ideal community for interim growth
look like in 10 or 15 years?
that will take it to maybe twice its size.
A. (RG) If I look back 15 years and see
There are some challenges when you look
what it looked like then, then I would
at a retirement lifestyle in that you will
probably say at this point, Georgina is a
require additional medical services and
fabulous community relative to what it was whether that is a family health centre
15 years ago. In looking forward 15 years, within the Sutton area. As Sutton grows
if the kinds of things that we have been
you will have to address those needs on an
working on are successful and if people
individual basis but I think there is a pertake the time to step back and look at the
fect opportunity for Sutton to be a retirebig picture as far as Georgina is concerned, ment lifestyle community because I beI am eternally optimistic that this will be a lieve people of my age are going to be
community that will have all of the attrib- entering into that retirement timeframe and
utes that people will want. It already is a
don’t necessarily want to go to Kirkland
great place to come from and you won’t
Lake if their families are in the GTA. They
have to go very far to access all of the ser- are within a 45 minute drive because the
vices that you need.
404 comes up to Glenwoods Ave. and it
becomes a pretty easy access for people to
Pefferlaw, 15 years from now, frankly,
visit.

NOW
OPEN!

Revolving
Stock

In partnership with “My Mechanic”

C21975 Lakeridge Road
(Durham 23)
Pefferlaw, ON L0E 1N0

(905) 898-9335
shaker@ils.net

I get lots of calls
I got together with Ma
from older peofor a “fireside” cha
ple within this
questions about issues
community who
are at the point
first installment a
today who say I
remainder of our d
want to stay in
this community
next few publication
but my options
are pretty limited. Yet they
have a single
family home that
has some good
value to it and
my problem is
that I don’t build
that housing. I
can encourage it
and our problems
up until now is
that some of it
has been opposed and gone
through the
wringer and fully
understanding
that there are environmental issues and I
support protection of the environment relative to those issues but at some point in
time you have to get over that hurdle and
understand that this would be a fabulous
community for retirement. And that also
goes for the north end of Keswick up
around the Roches Point area and the 700
acres that used to be known as Maple Leaf
Estates. It is an ideal retirement life-style
community and when I say it is ideal the
reason I think it is ideal and this goes back
to economic development, is that what
better resource can you have than people
who are retired who don’t beat the crap out
of your infrastructure on a daily basis?
Who have the ability to contribute both
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—Unplugged (Part 1)

ayor Rob Grossi recently
at. I asked him a few
s and his job. Here is the
and I will present the
discussions over the
n dates—so stay tuned!

financially
and culturally to your
community
and quite
frankly
provide a
benefit to
your assessment?
They are
not sending
kids to
schools and
for the
most part
are probably the
largest volunteer sector within
any community.
I had this
same conversation in
1998 prior to
the original Sutton secondary plan where
Jackson’s Landing was one of the proposals. When you look at what is going to be
built on that particular property there is a
perfect example of how you balance the
environmental wishes of the community
and the needs of growth.
And, one of the problems in the Sutton
area right now quite frankly, is that within
the last 20 years there hasn’t been any
growth and there are a number of things
that are going to occur or should occur in
the Sutton area that are going to help prop
up its retail sector and some of it has to do
with at least a limited amount of growth.
Keswick—that is where all of the change

about an 18 per cent diversion rate and
is going to occur. As far as business, 15
years from now we should have a business after we instituted the user-pay garbage
program we had a 57 per cent diversion
park that employs somewhere between
7,000 and 12,000 people. Who knows what rate which meant we were taking recyclais going to be there. People should be able bles out of the waste stream and properly
diverting them into recyclable programs.
to come out of their driveways on BisWe never got the credit for it because
cayne Blvd., cross over Woodbine Ave.
while we were doing that
and access
every other municipality
their place of
was taking their garbage to
employment. It
“Because the municipalities are closer
Keele Valley …so we took
isn’t going to
to the people, they come up with the
a leadership role.
be everybody
innovative ways of dealing with
We paid a price…I personbut certainly if
environmental management issues.”
ally paid a price for that
we go from
program because there are
where we are
still people in this community today that
today, which is about 90 (per cent)—10
despise me because I took the leadership
(per cent) between residential and commercial assessment to somewhere around role in waste management. But we are far
from where we should be as far as some of
60 (per cent)—40 (per cent) figure it
would be perfect. But we are not going to the initiatives and some of it has to do simply with the fact that some of the infrabe able to do it by ourselves and that is
why I think the province or others can help structure that we have, for example, the
building that we have right now is an old
us jumpstart. It would be a huge feather
not only in our cap but in their cap as well. building. I don’t think this municipality
can afford new infrastructure.
Q. (PP) Let’s talk a little bit about the
I think Canada’s role is to be a leader in a
environment and global warming. What lot of ways and down through the ranks
are your thoughts about what the fedboth provincially and municipally. Aleral government needs to do, how the
though what we usually find is that it goes
Ontario government can play a role and from the bottom up. Because the municithen how Georgina can contribute?
palities are closer to the people, they come
up with the innovative ways of dealing
A. (RG) I think we have to be careful as
with environmental management issues.
far as knowing what it is that we can do as Because usually, provincially or federally,
a community to respond better to the
the bureaucracy gets in the way and that
whole issue. Coming from a small commu- becomes a challenge so I think we need to
nity, we don’t get the recognition. I’ll say be better leaders than what we are although
that because in 1995 when we did the user- I will give credit where credit is due and
pay garbage program, which was a hotly
our biggest asset is Lake Simcoe and havdebated program, we did the one thing that ing the federal government step up to the
has been discussed by all municipalities in plate and commit the kind of monies they
the province of Ontario since and that is
have is a huge step forward. It remains to
diverting waste from landfill. People don’t be seen whether the province will do the
remember very well but in 1994 we had
same thing.
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Cryderman’s Chronicles
Happy Birthday wishes are
extended to Evelyn Joyce
who celebrated her 93rd birthday on March 31. Happy
Birthday from Emilene Brown
and all your family and
friends.

Students place fifth in creativity challenge

brated his birthday recently.
Happy Birthday, Rob.

Sue Horton of Jackson’s
Point recently entertained her
sister, Lynne Heron, of Sterling, Ontario, her brother
Richard Horton and his wife
We offer our congratulations of Florida to celebrate her
to Ken Hackenbrook and
father, Ted Horton’s 90 birthFred Crittenden and those
day. He and his wife Mary
who supported the Ice Owls
came from Owen Sound for
Benefit hockey game against the occasion. They enjoyed a
a Georgina Celebrity hockey lovely family reunion and
team. The game attracted hun- special dinner at Sue’s home.
dreds of well-wishers who
Mr. Horton served as a Flight
came to support the families
Lieutenant in the Air Force
of William Cameron and
during the World War II and
Stephen Docherty, two men is a decorated hero. Congratuwho tragically lost their lives lations on your birthday Mr.
on Lake Simcoe on New
Horton. We salute you.
Year’s Day. Congratulations
Congratulations to Amy and
to all.
Stefan Gruesca of RotherSpecial birthday greetings to
wood, Jackson’s Point. They
Trystin Verdoold from
were married on Feb 9 at The
Grandma Marilyn. He will be Nottawasaga Inn in Alliston.
celebrating his first birthday
Amy is daughter of Ria
on April 7. Happy Birthday, Koning . Maid of honour was
Krista Vandermeer and best
Trystin.
man was Mark Koning. We
Birthday greetings to Doris
send our very best wishes to
Murray of Jackson’s Point.
you.
This lovely lady recently celebrated her birthday. We send Recent Earth Hour celebrations were held by many resiour very best wishes to you,
dents of our town with candleDoris.
light dinners and parties. We
Birthday greetings to Les
invite you to participate next
Blake of Virginia. He celeyear and make it a festive ocbrated his birthday at the Lake casion. The condo owners at
Simcoe Arms on April 5.
The Oaks celebrated with
Happy Birthday, Les.
wine and snacks in their comBirthday greetings also to Rob mon room. They enjoyed the
candlelight. It was organized
Mullin of Sutton who celeby Cassie Doherty.

(Back Row Left to Right) Zaakirah Chubb, Nick Bennett, Emma
Somerville, Gail Treasure (Front Row) Teija Jogi, Ellen Oliver,
Courtney Knowles, Danielle Klupsch.
Seven grade seven students
from Morning Glory Public
School placed fifth out of 12
teams in their division when
they competed in the Destination Imagination Creativity and
Problem Solving Tournament
in Toronto on March 29.
The students presented an eight
minute vignette called D’Ive
Got a Secret, a play that was
written and produced by the
students themselves.
“The students’ play has to include a secret which is revealed
with the help of a revealer set
piece. There also needs to be a

masquerade character and an
optical illusion,” said MGPS
teacher, Gail Treasure.
“All of the work on the solution
has to be done by the students.
They write their own script,
build the set and make their
costumes,” she said.
Destination Imagination is a
world-wide competition involving over 200,000 students from
56 countries. It is intended to
help build life-long skills in
teamwork, time management,
critical and creative thinking
and problem solving.
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Easter at Eustace Pharmasave
Kids of all ages
were on hand to
greet the Easter
Bunny at the Eustace Pharmasave
pharmacy in Jackson’s Point on
Easter weekend.
Other activities included egg decorating, a colouring
contest, free photos,
hot dogs, flowers
and an opportunity
to win a prize.
Pictured here with
the Easter Bunny
are: (Back row Left
to Right) Jacob
Flynn and Katherine Wagner.
(Front Row Left to
Right) Jennifer Wagner and Alexander Craveriro.
The Easter promotion is part of the Eustace Pharmasave
customer appreciation campaign and according to staff
member Joe Craveriro, there is more to come.

One Book, one community and a bat
In an effort to help build community spirit, Georgina’s libraries are encouraging residents to read the same book.
The program is called ‘One
Book, One Community’ and
the initial featured book is
called “Silverwing”, a heartwarming story of courage and
survival written by Kenneth
Oppel.
“Spread the word about reading this great book to your
mom, dad, grandparents, brothers, sisters, caregivers,
neighbours, kids, students and
co-workers and let’s put Georgina on the map by having the
largest number of people to
read one book,” said Georgina
libraries staff member, Ruth
Berry.
The ‘One Book, One Community’ program is being promoted through a number of
upcoming events to be hosted
by the Pefferlaw, Sutton and

®

Keswick library branches.
First up is a bat box workshop
where participants 12 years
and older will be instructed on
how to build their very own bat
box. All
materials
will be
included
and the
cost of
the workshop is
$12. “All
you need
to bring
with you
is a hammer,” Ms. Berry said.
The first workshop will be held
at the Peter Gzowski Library in
Sutton on April 23 at 7:00 pm
and the second will be hosted
at the Keswick Library on May
2 at 1:00. To guarantee a spot,
participants are asked to contact the library and pre-register.
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Province moves to protect Lake Simcoe
As part of a long–term protection strategy to improve the
Lake Simcoe ecosystem, the
provincial government has announced new interim limits on
phosphorous loadings from
municipal and industrial sewage plants that enter Lake Simcoe.
From April 1, 2008 to March
31, 2009, the regulation will cut
the phosphorous loadings of 15
plants around the lake from
12.5 tonnes of phosphorus each
year to 7.3 tonnes.
According to Environment
Minister John Gerretsen, the
limits were set in consultation
with municipalities and industry and they accommodate development that is approved and
scheduled to be hooked up to a
sewage system before March
31, 2009.
The announcement was part of
the provincial government’s
release of a Lake Simcoe strategy for action which also included the creation of a scientific advisory committee and a
discussion paper that outlines a
range of measures required to
protect the health of Lake Simcoe.
“A body of water like Lake
Simcoe, more than 700 sq. km.
of safe, clean drinking water is
an incredible, valuable resource,” Mr. Gerretsen said.
“But over time we haven’t been
so kind to this lake and now
human activity is putting a serious strain on its health and its
ability to sustain itself.”
In response to the Liberal government’s March 27 announcement, Julia Munro, the Conservative MPP for York-Simcoe
said cutting phosphorous limits
was a good first step but felt the
government needed to provide
funding to municipalities who
were expected to comply.
“Lake Simcoe municipalities
must not be required to shoulder a financial burden that other
municipalities will not have to
face,” Ms. Munro said. “The
Ontario Liberals should be pro-

viding specific funding for
Lake Simcoe cleanup but their
record so far shows little hope,”
she said.
Federal Conservative MP, Peter
Van Loan was also critical of
the lack of financial commitment and called on the province
to stop studying and take action.
“The time for study is over,”
Mr. Van Loan said. “It is now
time to act to clean up Lake
Simcoe. I call upon the provincial government to match the
$30 million in federal funding
the Federal Government announced last month to preserve
and protect Lake Simcoe.”
When asked by the Pefferlaw
Post if there was any funding
attached to the provincial government’s strategy for action
announcement, Minister Gerretsen said the province would be
funding the research activities
and studies announced and
would wait to hear the recommendations of the science committee and the stakeholder committee before making any funding commitments.
“I know the Federal government has made an announcement for money but we don’t
know what it is for,” he said.
“We prefer to do it the other
way around. Get the best advice
on what should be in the Bill
and deal with the recommendations that come forward from
the two committees. We would
like to place the focus at this
time, more on the advice that
we are going to get as to what
should be in the Bill and what
should be in the regulations and
the plan that will follow the
bill,” he said.
Campaign Lake Simcoe, a citizen movement that has lobbied
for a Lake Simcoe Protection
Act, expects the act could receive second reading as early as
June 2008. The group has also
announced that it will release
its response the discussion paper within the next few weeks.
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Tennyson Tidbits
This one is for all you commuters out
there. I received an email from a reader
who commutes to her job in Scarborough every day. As she travels down
Highway #48, she passes a large
wooden platform that is painted in four
quadrants of black and grey. It is located on the north-east corner of Highway #48 and Mount Albert Rd. and
because it was kept clear of snow all
winter, she was curious about its use. I
called around to everyone in Mount
Albert that I knew and apparently, she
isn’t the only one wondering about this
platform. Actually, there is a very interesting story behind it.
Mr. Charles Snell owns the property
there and tells me the platform is used
to calibrate high-end digital cameras
used in survey equipment. Apparently,
his company, Applanix, flies over the
platform from time to time to calibrate
high-end digital cameras by focusing on
the lines which separate the black and
grey quadrants. The pictures that are
taken are used to help calibrate the camera. Good stuff...and thanks to Marilyn
Gallagher for the email.
Congratulations to George Comartin
who will celebrate his 80th birthday on
Saturday, April 19. Everyone is welcome to attend an Open House that his
family is hosting in the Seniors’ Lounge
of the Pefferlaw Lions’ Hall from 1:00
to 3:00. Happy Birthday George!

We also want to wish a very Happy
Birthday to Herb Hatt who celebrated
his birthday on April 8 and to his
neighbour, Dianne Wakelin who celebrated her birthday on April 9. Cheers
to you both!
And, I mustn’t forget to wish my niece,
Amy O’Neill a Happy Birthday on
April 20. Amy turns 27 and I am sure
she will have something planned to help
her celebrate her special day.
It is so nice to see signs of spring after
such a long winter. So far I’ve seen
numerous spring birds including a huge
red-headed woodpecker, an otter and a
blue heron, not to mention the Canadian
geese that insist on camping out on my
lawn. I won’t have to worry about
weeds this year if this keeps up because
I won’t have a lawn left.
We want to wish Candice Wilson a
Happy Birthday. She celebrated on
April 4.
And, Lannah Boyd turned 15 on April
7. Happy Birthday Lannah.
Congratulations to Brandon Moffat
from Wilfrid and Amanda Armsworthy from Beaverton who will be married in Beaverton on April 26. Best
Wishes to you both.

Best Wishes to Judy Castle and Al
Happy Birthday greetings also go out to Fenton who will be married on SaturKevin Shier who turns 13 on April 12. day, April 26 in Keswick.
Don’t forget to remind Mom and Dad
that you are a teenager now, Kevin.

What’s New at

The Pefferlaw Post…?
To all you avid Pefferlaw Post
readers…
There is something different on the masthead and logo of this issue. The first
person to call me at (705) 437-1216 or
email me at karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca
and correctly identifies the change we
have made in the logo will win a set of
Pefferlaw Post travel cutlery. Great for
fishing and camping!

Can you spot the difference?
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Pefferlaw Post enters team in
Grate Groan-up Spelling Bee
Well, here we go—for better or
worse. The Pefferlaw Post
Press Gallery team of Nancy
Koster, Kevin Fullbrook and
Karen Wolfe will take on 14
other Georgina teams at the
Second Annual Grate Groan-up
Spelling Bee to be held at the
Ice Palace Hall in Keswick on
April 17.
Teams of three adults will compete to correctly spell words in
support of family literacy and
the Festival of Stories sponsored by Georgina Public Libraries.
Nancy Koster is the proofreader for the Pefferlaw Post,
Kevin Fullbrook is an avid Post
fan and ardent reader and Karen
Wolfe is the editor and publisher of the paper.
“I’ve never professed to be
spelling-bee material, in fact, I
use spell check a lot,” Ms.
Wolfe said. “So, I am counting
on the spelling skills of my

fellow team members to pull us
through.”
The inaugural event in 2007
was a huge hit and organizers
are expecting an even bigger
response this year.
“We grossed $11,000 last year
and we hope to gross $15,000
this year,” said Kelly Bernstein,
the organizer of the event.
Monies raised will go toward
supporting the “One Book, One
Community” library program
which includes the various
events to be held throughout the
year to promote that program.
Tickets to attend the Grate
Groan-up Spelling Bee competition are $30 each which includes dinner.
For more information or to reserve tickets, contact Kelly at
(905) 722-5702 and don’t forget to cheer for the Pefferlaw
Post Press Gallery team. Go
team Go!
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It’s not a bird or a plane...its a fish hut/ATV/duck boat/blind all-in-one
It’s the first one of its kind in Canada and
whenever owner/distributor Shane Young
takes his amphibian Wilcraft out on Lake
Simcoe, it always draws a lot of attention.
Manufactured in the U.S. by Multi Farious
Inc., the Wilcraft is an 11’6” flat-bottom
amphibious duck boat that converts into a
fish hut and an ATV when it is driven out
on the ice. Its aluminum and steel construction is powered by an 8 h.p. Briggs
and Stratton motor and a 12-volt battery
powers an electric screw jack that lifts the
wheels up or down, depending on the application.
When it’s a fish hut, the wheels are raised
to allow it to sit firmly on the ice and anglers can auger holes through three 10 inch

need for a fish hut, a sleigh, an ATV, a
snowmobile, a boat, a trailer or even a
duck blind.
“This will take you into places you have
never been before,” Mr. Young says. “I
can drive it down to the beach and go
perch fishing or pike fishing and for those
rivers where you can’t launch a boat because there is no access, this will drive into
it and drive out most times,” he says.
The craft weighs only 400 lbs. and has a
600 lb. payload. And, because it is an amphibious vehicle, it is bringing a measure
of safety to the ice fishing industry otherwise unknown, Mr. Young says.
“This is where technology is taking us,” he
says. “First things first, we want to be safe

The Wilcraft amphibian is driven out on
Lake Simcoe in 14 degree C weather to
demonstrate its versatility on unsafe ice.
openings in the bottom of the craft. And if
the fish aren’t biting, simply lower the
wheels and move on. When it is used as an
ATV or a flat bottom boat, the openings
are plugged by three bait buckets that are
equipped with live rubber seals that keep it
dry.
According to Mr. Young, it can go where
no other vehicle has gone before and because of its versatility, it eliminates the

Mr. Shane Young explains how the
three bait buckets, equipped with live
rubber seals, can be removed for ice
fishing.

and this is safe for ice fishing on unsafe
ice”.
Although he has had the Wilcraft for only
four weeks, he is so pleased with its performance that he has become a distributor
and intends to begin selling them in Jackson’s Point this summer.
“I have five other boats and I probably
won’t use one of them this summer,” he
said
Once established, Mr. Young will sell the
Wilcraft for $10,495. It can be outfitted
with a set of tracks for heavy snow, an
insulated canopy, a set of inside lights for
night fishing or a camouflage canopy to
convert it into a duck blind.
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COMING EVENTS
The Grade 8 students of Morning Glory
Public School are hosting a Pasta Dinner
and Silent Auction on Thursday, April
10 beginning at 5:30 p.m. The dinner will
be prepared by Platters Plus and served
by the students. All proceeds will go to
support graduation activities and the
year-end trip. Adults are $7, children $5
and $20 for a family of four. Tickets are
available at the school. (705) 437-1537.
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Wilfrid
United Church will again put on one of
their famous dinners. On Friday, April 11
the will be serving ham and scalloped
potatoes with all the trimmings plus an
assortment of home made desserts. $12
per person and seating is from 5:00—
7:00 p.m.
Village Archery is hosting the following
course for gun owners: Restricted Gun
Course — Fri, April 25 6:00-9:00 pm;
PAL — May 2, May 3, May 6; Hunter
Safety — May 8, May 9, May 10. Call
(705) 437-2976 for details.
The Pefferlaw Arts & Craft Club meets
every Wednesday at the Pefferlaw Lions
Hall between 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm. They

welcome new members. A great social
time and lots of new crafts each and
every week. Anyone interested can join
on any Wednesday or call (705) 4373818 for more information.
The Beaverton Legion will be hosting
Sunday Morning Breakfast fundraising
events on April 13, April 27 and on
Mother’s Day, May 11. Cost of a large
breakfast is $4 and $3 for a small. For
more information contact Tracy at (705)
426-2897.

CLASSIFIED ADS
SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE-SALE
BUCHNER MANUFACTURING
Vinyl Siding from $49 a sq. Prepainted steel roofing from $79.
Delivery Available. Call (705) 4371734 Store—(905) 868-6118 Cell
andrew@buchnermfg.com
KEITH ONE-STOP GOLF
Pro golf club repairs. Customized
clubs and grips. Call (905) 960-3438
or (705) 437-3438.

Al Fleming and Nelson Hunter are organizing a “Never too Old to Slow Pitch”
baseball league at West Park in Keswick.
The pair is looking for seniors 55 years
and over to show up on Tuesday mornings, beginning May 6 at 9:a.m. sharp.
There is no charge and players are advised to bring their own gloves, shoes and
enthusiasm. For more information call
(905) 476-9393 or (905) 476-7164.

FAMILY FIRST DAYCARE—PEFFERLAW
Safe, loving & educational. Large play
areas. Nutritious menu. Reliable &
experienced. Special needs welcome.
Call (705) 513-0220.

Foundation Studio is planning the Second Annual Mind, Body and Soul Expo
this summer and is accepting registration
requests from vendors who would like to
participate. Call (905) 830-6243.

PEFFERLAW 1 BDRM APT. FOR RENT
Main floor apt. with separate entrance
and back deck. Heat & hydro incl.
Non-smoker. Suitable for senior.
$550 per mo. + cable. Call 437-3897.

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, April 26. 33 Wanicki Rd.
Pefferlaw. 9:00 am

