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Town council considers suggested uses for former 

Sutton Public School at Special Council meeting 

A commercial community kitchen complete 
with a community garden and greenhouse 
was just one idea floated at a Special Coun-
cil meeting which was called to deliberate a 
variety of uses for the former Sutton Public 
School.  
The Town of Georgina has received a fund-
ing commitment of $990,000 from the Fed-
eral government which represents one-third 
of the monies required to establish a 
“community hub” at the Dalton Road loca-
tion.  
Phil Rose-Donohoe, Manager of Cultural 
Services for the Town, provided council 
with an overview and update of the project 
and described it as a multi-sector service 
centre for social enterprise and training ac-
tivities. Mr. Donahoe said the business 
model, which has yet to be worked out, 
should include a mix of tenants representing 
both the not-for-profit and private sectors. 
He said in the future, the north portion of 
the property could be severed and sold for 
development such as low-income housing.  
“If we work together, we can transform the 
aging school into something awesome,” Mr. 
Rose-Donahoe said. “A place where we can 
work, gather, play and grow,” he said. 
Council heard presentations from potential 
partners in the project including Danielle 
Zanotti of the United Way York Region, 
John De Faveri of the Training Centre, 

Karen Dubeau of the Newmarket Chamber 
of Commerce and Helmut Kik, a resident of 
Sutton. 
Ms. Zanotti described a shared space which 
could be used to incubate entrepreneurs and 
their start-up companies and a space where 
the community could meet and feel con-
nected.  
She said the United Way has $2 million to 
“unleash the power of community across 
York Region.” 
Mr. De Faveri presented the idea of a com-
mercial community kitchen, garden and 
greenhouse where food preparation stu-
dents, Food Pantry users and the public 
could grow and prepare their own food. 
Ms. Dubeau described a community space 
that could act as a business incubator and 
accelerator by providing a specialized infra-
structure. “Not just physical space but a 
living lab,” she said. “A combination of not-
for-profits and start-ups.” 
Mr. Kik presented the idea of a satellite 
university and suggested the Town survey 
its residents to find out “what they are 
thinking about.”  

Mr. Rose Donahoe concluded the discus-

sion by saying he would go back to an ex-

panded advisory committee and “hammer 

out a sample vision” for the project and 

come back to council for its endorsement.  

  

Georgina Heritage Week 

— May 6 to 12 

Although Heritage Week celebrations 

traditionally take place in February 

across Ontario, Georgina’s Heritage 

Committee (GHC) is setting aside the 

week of May 6-12 so Georgina resi-

dents can enjoy heritage-based activi-

ties in more spring-like conditions.  

According to Michelle Vandentillaart, 

the Committee Services Coordinator, 

the week-long salute begins with pres-

entations to recipients of the Ontario 

Heritage Trust Awards—Paul Harpley, 

Albert Ingoglia and Dalt Mercer—at 

the Georgina Pioneer Village on Mon-

day, May 6.  

On Tuesday, May 7, the GHC will 

present heritage plaques to five home-

owners in Georgina whose properties 

have been identified as historically 

significant. The GHC is also offering 

workshops with guest speakers on May 

7 and 8.  

The annual re-enactment titled “Rise to 

Rebellion” will be offered on Thurs-

day, May 9 and Friday, May 10 at the 

Georgina Pioneer Village and on Satur-

day, May 11, the Mayor and GHC 

members will present officials of Deer 

Park Public School a plaque recogniz-

ing their 100th Anniversary. 
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Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. 

 

Listed and sold in 9 DAYS!... 

And I can help you too!  Just 

pick up the phone and call 

me or get your mouse and 

send me an email! 
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I can’t for the life of me find any 

argument that would justify an 

elementary school student being 

allowed to bring an ipod, a tablet 

or cell phone either into their  

classroom or into the school.  

I liken these personal communica-

tion devices in the classroom simi-

lar to a land-line telephone being 

installed on my desk when I was a 
kid in school.  

Would that have happened? Not 

very likely. And for a number of 

reasons.  

1. It would have been deemed 

unnecessary;  

2. It would have been consid-

ered a distraction; 

3. It would not have added to the 

educational experience; 

4. It would not have been some-

thing all kids could afford.  

We spend billions of dollars pur-

chasing state-of-the-art technology 

for our schools—technology that 

can do the same thing and even 

more than some personal elec-

tronic devices can do. Desk top 

computers, laptops, smart boards, 

ipads, wifi connections, digital 
projectors and the like are tools 

teachers now depend upon to de-

liver their course curriculum eve-

ryday.  

And these are components to 

which all students have equal ac-

cess under supervision.  

The York Region District School 

Board supports a “Bring Your own 

Device to School” program and 

their rational seems to be that it 

allows teachers to instruct the stu-

dents on how to use the technol-

ogy safely. Well, I am sure that 

could be accomplished with the in-

class components we’ve already 

purchased for common use.  

Fortunately, there are individual 

school policies around the use of 

these personal devices in the class-
room. For example, personal com-

munication devices in some 

schools must be turned off and 

kept out of sight during instruc-

tional periods, except with the 

explicit permission of the class-

room teacher. 

But we all know how small these 

devices are and how easy it would 

be to connect to the internet with-

out anyone becoming aware of it. 

So, instead of listening to the les-

sons being delivered by the 

teacher, I am sure there are more 

than a few students who have tried 

watching YouTube on their smart 

phones.  

There is an ever-increasing and 

troubling trend called “cyber-

bullying” and personal communi-

cation devices are just one of the 

vehicles used for bullies to intimi-

date their victims. Having these 
devices in an elementary school 

simply provides additional oppor-

tunities for this to go on. I’ve 

heard some schools, which have 

banned the devices, have experi-

enced declining cyber-bullying 

incidents.  

I have to add though, that I support 

the use of personal communication 

devices by high school students. 

As a user, I can see its advantages 

in this more mature setting.  

What do you think? Should these 

portable electronic communication 

devices be allowed in elementary 

schools. Call me at (705) 437-

1216 or email me at  

karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

 

Ipods, ipads and cell phones in school 
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PAR speaks out for Pefferlaw  

The Pefferlaw Association of 
Ratepayers (PAR) came into 
being in 1978 to bring together 
the community around a single 
issue—mosquitoes. Since then, 
this group of civic-minded indi-
viduals has continued to repre-
sent the community of Peffer-
law at council in addition to 
sponsoring events which gener-
ate community spirit.  
They are known for bringing 
veterinarians into the commu-
nity to conduct a rabies clinic 
every fall and they have spon-
sored the annual Christmas tree 
lighting event on the main 
street.  
They have hosted various infor-
mation sessions and have or-
ganized meet-the-candidate 
meetings to give residents an 
opportunity to make an in-
formed decision during elec-
tions.  
But perhaps, one of the events 
with the biggest profile, is the 
work PAR does to deliver the 
Pefferlaw Picnic every August.  
“This event is free and it costs 
us about $6,000.00,” says PAR 
Picnic event organizer Garry 
Harpley. “Over the years it con-
tinues to attract more and more 
people and last year our atten-
dance was approximately 2,000 
people.”  
According to Mr. Harpley, the 
Town of Georgina has typically 
provided funding for the event 
under the auspices of the Eco-
nomic Development department 
and that funding has slowly 
decreased from $4,500. in 2011 
to $1,500 for the 2013 event.  
“That reduction in funding 

makes it difficult every year to 
make a decision on whether or 
not we are going to go ahead 
with the picnic because we 
need to make a commitment in 
advance to the people who 
bring the activities,” Mr. Har-
pley said.  
“The Town is advising us that 
we should be self-sustaining but 
that is hard to do when you 
don’t charge for an event and 
we want to keep it free for eve-
ryone.”  
Mr. Harpley says he is puzzled 
when he sees other events in 
Georgina funded by the Town 
to a greater extent than the Pef-
ferlaw Picnic. “Many of them 
don’t attract anywhere near the 
numbers we do, but yet they 
receive more funding,” he said.  
As a result, PAR has become 
more and more dependant upon 
donations by local business 
people and the community.  
“Right now we are about 
$3,000 short and because we 
have a very small base of busi-
nesses to draw from, the re-
duced funding from the town is 
a hardship.” 
In an effort make sure the pic-
nic goes ahead with all of the 
usual amenities such as live 
entertainment, Zoo-to-You, ice 
cream and various crafts, games 
and prizes, Mr. Harpley says 
residents who want to help out 
can look for donation jars at 
various business locations 
around town or supporters can 
call him at (705) 437-2945. “I 
will come and pick up a cheque 
anytime,” he said.  
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 Life Insurance 

1st Pefferlaw Scouting 

Scouting in Canada has been an 

icon for youth outdoor experi-

ences for more than 100 years 

and many of the leaders deliver-

ing scouting adventures to Pef-
ferlaw youth come from third 

generation scout-

ing families.  

“My grandfather, 

my father, myself 

and sister have 

been scouting 

leaders,” says 

Mike Sokolow, a 

leader for the 

Cubs, Scouts, 
Beavers and Ven-

turers troops be-

longing to 1st 

Pefferlaw Scout-

ing.  

Pefferlaw first brought this club 

to town in 1974 and since that 

time, the Pefferlaw Lioness have 

been a loyal sponsor.  

“We are very thankful for the 

support of our community spon-
sors,” says Group Commis-

sioner, Steve Clementson. “It 

helps us keep costs down for 

parents when we take trips and 

go camping.”  

The Scouting mantra is the out-

doors. And in the age of more 

sedentary youth activities such 

as Gameboy, Wii and Nintendo, 

the experience of pitching a tent, 

learning how to paddle a canoe, 

building a camp fire and cook-
ing outdoors are lifelong-lessons 

no electronic device can teach.  

“I’ve seen a lot of kids come in 

who are shy and withdrawn and 

these activities help them be-

come more outgoing with a 

desire to engage in more 
outdoor activities,” said Mr. 

Clementson.  

Since its inception, 1st Pef-

ferlaw Scouting has taken 

the troops on week-long 

camping and canoeing trips 

to Algonquin Park, attended 

a Re-enactment camp at 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, vis-

ited African Lion Safari and 

participated in International Pow 
Wows. At home, they volunteer 

cleaning up parks, conducting 

bottle drives and helping out 

service clubs.  

“The kids are having fun and 

meeting new friends, Mr. 

Clementson said.  

1st Pefferlaw Scouting at Niagara-on-the Lake. 

Algonquin Park & 1st Pefferlaw 

Scouting.  



   5 

Bottom Row, L-R: Cliff 

Welch, Roy Corner, Cla-

rence Bodley, Joe Green-

wood, Bruce Corner, Myrtle 

Heron, Mary Murphy, Bertie 

Shearer, Erma Hales, Beckie 

Godfrey, Dorothy LeDuc, 

Harold Alan, Raymond Le-

Duc, Cecil LeBar. Second 

Row, L-R: Norval Shearer, 

Ruby Whitehouse, Leonard 

Murphy, Steward Steston, [2 unknown 

Stetson sisters], Les Murphy, Etta Green-

wood, Bill Griffin, Harry Stetson, Fred 

Hinchley, Hazel O’Neill, George Shearer, 

Clarence Mitchum, Ross Whitehouse. 

Third Row, L-R: John Greenwood, 

Delbert Murphy, Bella Godfrey, Bob 

Johnston, Jessie Godfrey, Billy Mitchum, 

Lorne Welch, Everet Godfrey, Lena Grif-

fin, Maud Chappelle, George Johnson, 

Lewella Jewell, Reaford Shearer, Frank 

Corner.  

Flag-Raising SS# 4 Georgina (Black River school, Pefferlaw) May 23rd 1900 

Bottom Row, L-R: [man] John, Teenie Dafoe, Myson Dafoe, Wesley Dafoe, Billie Tuck, 
Stafford Meecham, Charlie Greenwood, Eddie Tuck, Norman Lodwick, Roy Lodwick, 
Richard Fenton, Albert Avery, [teacher] Tom Corner. Second Row from bottom L-R: 
Ella Jackson, Billie O’Neill, Chas. (Bowser) Laviolette, Diasy Sheppard, Nettie Godfrey, 
Maude Chapelle, Bertie Sheppard, Clara Chirnside [with slate], Maggie Greenwood, Ethel 
Wheatley, Clara Wheatley, Verra Corner, Emma Ivenson, Annie Thompson, Mabel Jack-
son, Mamie Griffin, Maggie Mack. Third Row from bottom, L-R: Maggie Wood, Sadie 
Dafoe, King Pearsoll, Herb Gordon, George Pearsoll, Hector Godfrey, Mina Fountain, 
Allie Reekie, Ethel Morris, Ella O’Neill, Minnie Jackson, Maude Chirnside, Edna Green-
wood, G.H. Johnston, ? Wheatley, Jack Mack Sr. Fourth row from the bottom, L-R: J. Le-
Duc?, Nancy LeBar, Annie Lodwick, Ada Chirnside, Cora Laviolette, Mary Greenwood, 
Julie LeDuc, Mrs. Tom Corner, Maggie Corner, Sara Corner, Mrs. Henderson, Beckie 
Moore, Emma Corner, May Corner, Cora Armstrong, Emma Avery, Noble Shier, William 
Moore Sr. Fifth Row from the bottom, L-R: Tommy Moore, William Murphy, Ambrose 
Meecham, George Meecham, Johnny Murphy, Edward Murphy, Frank O’Neill, Albert 
Shier, David Robertson, William H. Johnston, Matt Robertson, Everett Jackson, Billie 
Oliver, Geordie Corner.  

SS#4 Georgina (Black 

River School) Pefferlaw, 

Circa 1910 

Editor’s Note: My thanks to Melissa Matt at the Georgina Pioneer Village for provid-

ing these photos of the old Black River School complete with names. The school was 

located on the east side of Pefferlaw Road across from where Baker’s Furniture and 

the Bell Canada telephone office is now located.  

Recognize anyone?  

IN YOUR HOME… 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 

AVAILABLE! 
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How to you spell F-U-N? 
The organization known as  

Friends of the Library and 

sponsors of the 7th Annual 

Grate Groan-up Spelling Bee, 

say the April 19 

event at the ROC 

was a sold out suc-

cess.  

“There were 11 

teams of three, in-

cluding five non-

profit teams spon-

sored by local busi-

nesses,” said Bobbi 

Sabatini, Chair of 

Friends of the Li-

brary. “We are still 

doing our final tallies, but we 

look to have raised over 

$7000.00.” 

Winning team: The CUPE 

Dolls representing Local CUPE 

905 with Erin MacQuaig, Lind-

say Damecour and Lorne 

Prince. This was the second win 

in a row for the team. The win-

ning word in the sudden death 

round was “boustrophedon”.  

First Team Out: CA Sellers 

Cleaning Services with Casey 

Sellers, Neil Sellers & Casey 

Hilkers. 

Best Costumes: Highway to 

Spell from Fahey Crate Law 

Professionals with Lori Puckett, 

Carolyn Crate and Cathy.  

Most Enthusiastic Team was 

The Bored Spellers from the 

Georgina Public Library Board 

with Suzette Leeming, Kimber-

ley Auciello and Mary Baxter. 

The team was sponsored by the 

Pefferlaw Lions Club. 

The CUPE Dolls win second year in a row. 
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

Cleaning company takes customer service to a new level  
Prior to starting her own residential clean-

ing company, Valet House Cleaning, Bald-

win resident Mabel Garcia knew all about 

cleaners “who don’t do windows” and she 

made the decision to provide a cleaning 

service that would meet the needs of her 

customers and not a corporate culture.  

“Most people are able to dust and keep the 

floors vacuumed on a fairly regular basis, 

but what most people really need is that 

deep cleaning that makes a home shine,” 

Ms. Garcia says. “So, I will do windows, 

clean out a fridge or oven and clean what-

ever my customers want.” 

She not only loves house cleaning she 

comes by the work honestly—her father 

owned his own industrial cleaning business 

in Toronto for years before retiring.  

Ms. Garcia is a native of Cuba and escaped 

with her family to Canada when she was a 

young child. She grew up in a home envi-

ronment where integrity and hard work 

were expected and respected.  

She says the cleaning jobs she enjoys the 

most are the toughest. Hoarders and homes 

with excessive clutter are a challenge for 

her and give her a huge sense of satisfac-

tion when the job is done.  

“We have cleaned and organized homes 

other cleaning companies have walked 

away from,” Ms. Garcia says. “And when 

we are finished you can 

really see a difference. 

It gives you a strong 

sense of accomplish-

ment and satisfaction,” 

she says. “Some cus-

tomers are so  happy 

they actually hug us 

when we are finished. 

It’s an amazing feel-

ing.”  

Ms. Garcia feels her 

competitive edge of 

offering flexibility in 

the type of cleaning she 

does in addition to her 

business philosophy of 

making sure her cus-

tomers are happy, are 

the two key ingredients 

to succeeding in busi-

ness.  

“These are the things I 

would expect from a cleaning company,” 

she says, “and I don’t think my customers 

deserve anything less.”  

She says her rates are competitive and she 

has hired two people to help her meet the 

demand—an ever in-

creasing demand as 

Georgina’s demographics 

continue to change.  

“Seniors are staying in 

their homes longer and 

require help to do the 

deep cleaning we offer 

and I am very sensitive to 

their financial situations,” 

she says. “And, as a bed-

room community, there 

are a lot of working fami-

lies who don’t want to 

spend their weekends 

cleaning the house.”  

After nearly two years 

steering her own busi-

ness, Ms. Garcia is con-

vinced her success is a 

direct result of her com-

mitment to excellence 

and integrity. “These are 

two things I won’t cut corners on,” she 

says.  

Mabel Garcia brings a smile and 

plenty of  elbow grease to the 

tough cleaning jobs she enjoys 

most.   

 



The Georgina Historical Society will host a 

General Membership Meeting on Sun. Apr. 

28 at 2:00 pm at the Pioneer Village at the 

Civic Centre. A short film of local interest 

will be shown. Call Joyce (905) 722-5387 or 

Bette at (905) 476-6052.  
 

Cedardale Church, Pefferlaw holds its next 

free community dinner on Wed. May 1 at 6:00 

pm.  
 

The Udora Leaskdale Lions Club will host 

their Annual Pefferlaw River Run on Sat. 

May 4. Start 9:00 am from Bridge on Zephyr 

Sdrd. Call (905) 862-0040 for details. 
 

A Celebration of Life will be held at the Port 

Bolster Hall on Sat. May 4 at 12:00 noon in 

memory of Karen McDonald.  
 

Hospice Georgina invites you to participate in 

their Annual Hike for Hospice event on May 

5 starting at 1:00 pm at The ROC. Registra-

tion is at 12:00 noon and with a BBQ at the 

Pioneer Village at the end.  

Check out the Georgina Home and Lifestyle 

Show at the Ice Palace in Keswick from May 

10-12. www.georginachamber.com 
 

You are invited to help Deer Park Public 

School celebrate its 100th Anniversary be-

tween 10:00 am and 3:00 pm on May 11. 

 The Sutton Curling Club will celebrate 70 

years at an Anniversary Dinner/Dance event 

at the Briars Resort on Sat. May 11. Cocktails 

at 6:00—Dinner at 7:00 pm. Email: ban-

quet@suttoncurlingclub.ca for further details.  
 

The Lake Simcoe Gardeners are hosting a 

Pots and Pies Sale at the Keswick United 

Church on Sat. May 11 from 9:30 to 11:00am.  
 

Congratulations to the Sutton Curling Club. 

They are celebrating 70 years of hurry-hard 

fun and are hosting a Dinner/Dance at the 

Briars on Sat. May 11 to celebrate. Starts at 

6:00 pm.  
 

The Georgina Military Museum will celebrate 

the Year of the Korean War Veterans on 

Sat. May 25 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm with a 

silent auction, a BBQ and more.  
 

Jack and Jill for Mark Lockie and Janice 

Dunn at the Sutton Arena on Sat. May 11 

from 7pm to 1am. Tickets $10. 
 

The Georgina Girl’s Hockey Association 

wants you to sign up early for their 3rd An-

nual golf tournament at the Pines of Georgina 

on Sat. June. 15. Email: the6ofus@rogers.com 
 

Free Shinny ball hockey at the Pefferlaw Ice 

Pad. Interested? Email pipmember@sympatico.ca 
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Coming Events & Announcements 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Jack & Jill for Andrew Thompson and 
Jessy Grimas 

Saturday April 27th 2013 

8pm -1 am 

Pefferlaw Lions Community  

Centre  

39 Pete's Lane, Pefferlaw 

Tickets are $10 at the door 
 

JACK & JILL 

WANT YOUR HOUSE CLEANED? 

Call Mabel at (905) 806-1502. I do 

what others don’t Excellent and 

reliable. Gift certificates available.  

Treats, Toys and Supplies  
for your Pets! 
(705) 437-9909 

Across from the CIBC in Pefferlaw 

www.thekibblehouse.ca 

 


