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Electronic participation considered by council  
Georgina council has agreed to move for-
ward with plans to allow electronic par-
ticipation by council members and has 
asked staff to prepare a report that will 
detail the logistics of doing so. 
The issue was discussed at the March 26 
council meeting as Ward 2 Councillor Phil 
Craig listened in from London, England 
via live-streaming and contributed com-
ments using email as council worked 
through the agenda. 
As a seasoned actor, Mr. Craig is currently 
preparing for a role in the theatrical pro-

duction. 
“The Last Confession” which will begin a 
world tour in April and end in October. 
Although the idea could expose the Town 
to some legal challenges as presented by 
the Town’s lawyer, most of council agreed 
to explore the idea further by allowing 
remote participation by council members 
but without the right to vote on motions. 
According to Councillor Szollosy, this 
could eliminate the possibility of a carried 
motion being challenged. Council has 
directed staff to work with their lawyer. 

Top: Kim Edmiston of Momstown. 
Middle: Peter and Cori Doern of Cori’s Café. 
Bottom: The Gem Theatre owner RJ Gorman. 

The Chamber of Commerce hosted this 
year’s Georgina Business Excellence 
Award son March 28 at The Briars Resort. 
Jennifer Anderson and Joe Connors, hosts 
of Georgina Life, were the emcees at the 
evening event.  
“The Chamber of Commerce has been 
conducting the Business Excellence 
Awards since 2006,” said Mr. Connors. 
“This provides an opportunity for the 
Chamber to honour and celebrate busi-
nesses in the Georgina community.” 
This year, there were six categories and 
seven awards handed out. The Micro 
Business Award, Small Business Award, 
Large Business Award, Not-for-profit 

Award, New Business Award and two for 
the Community Spirit Award. 
In his speech, Mayor Grossi said he is 
proud of the town’s business community 
in the last few years. “It wasn’t that long 
ago in the Town of Georgina when we 
didn’t have much of an economic devel-
opment department,” said Mayor Grossi. 
“We didn’t have the kind of relationship 
we have with the Chamber of Commerce. 
We didn't have an improvement plan. We 
didn’t do business retention. But we do 
that now.” 
Continue to page 9... 

Georgina celebrates Business Excellence Award winners— By Jennifer Barr 



This trip has been a long time 
coming! What a winter—mind 
you, it kinda reminds me of the 
winters we used to have and 
except for the wind, I’ve en-
joyed it. 
But it is time for a break and by 
the time you read this, I’ll be 
enjoying warmer temperatures, 
a nice pool and perhaps a bev-
erage (or two) of some type on 
the pool deck.  
I’ve down-loaded a few books 
on my ipad, have brought along 
my laptop and given Bell Can-
ada $50 to avoid U.S. roaming 
charges on my cell phone. So 
despite this being a ‘holiday’, I 
will be connected to my office 
and the Pefferlaw Post on a 
daily basis.  
During my absence, I’ve left 
the paper in good hands.  
Jenn Barr is a third year jour-
nalism student from Durham 
College in Oshawa and she has 
decided to spend six weeks 
with the Pefferlaw Post as an 
intern. She bravely agreed to 
handle things for me while I’m 
away and it promises to be a 
new experience for both of us.  
This will be the first time news 
coverage in this paper has been 
written by someone else and at 
first I was a little nervous hand-
ing the ship over.   
That was until I met Jenn.  
She immediately put my mind 
at ease with her grasp of news-
paper publishing and reporting. 
I’ve read her stuff and she’s 
good—not to mention her warm 
manner and engaging personal-
ity.  
I’ve told her how warm and 
friendly this community is and 
the only problem I foresee is 
her finding her way around 
Georgina to attend the various 
events that she will be covering 
for me.  
I will be back on the 17th of 
April and I expect all of this 
snow and ice will be well on its 
way ‘outta’ here by then. I’ll 
even carry the sun back in my 
suitcase if I have to.  
Cheers, Karen Wolfe, 
Editor. 

Hi! Jenn Barr here...and I just 
wanted to write a few words 
about my experience in Geor-
gina thus far.  
This town is captivating — it’s 
a gem on the queen’s crown! 
When I started the long drive up 
here on my first day, I was a 
little nervous about coming to 
such a close knit community 
and being the odd woman out. 
But this town has welcomed me 
with open arms! And for calm-
ing my nerves, I thank you. 
A little bit about myself...I was 
born and raised in Pickering 
Ontario, just a ten minute drive 
to Toronto. I’m a city girl to the 
bone (and Karen can agree on 
that) but my heart is in the rural 
communities all across Canada. 
Hence why I am here. Karen 
has given me a wonderful op-
portunity to write in her news-
paper and help with it while 
she’s gone. I’m the first to do 
this…well...ever for The Peffer-
law Post. No pressure, right? 
Now...let’s grab the GPS, I have 
some stories to report on! 
Siri, where’s the closest Tim 
Hortons to Pefferlaw? 
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Council defers decision on Smith 
Blvd. fill operation again 
In the face of strong opposition 
from neighbouring residents 
who demanded council deny a 
289,000 cu. metre fill applica-
tion by Mr. Marvin Blanchard 
on Smith Blvd. council deferred 
the decision and referred the 
matter back to staff to address 
various issues raised during a 
two-hour public meeting on 
April 9.  
This is the second time council 
has deferred a recommendation 
by staff to approve the applica-
tion.  
Mr. Blanchard’s original site 
alternation application was for 
700,000 cubic metres of fill. 
However, based on concerns 
raised by neighbours during a 
public meeting in October 2013, 
the plan was revised to request 
approximately 29,800 truck 
loads of fill be dumped on his 
17.2 hectare (42.6 acre) property 
over three years.  
But the revised plan was still 
unacceptable to residents who 
jammed council chambers to 
express their concerns regarding 
well water contamination, heavy 
truck traffic, possible flooding 
scenarios, deteriorating road 
conditions and suspected envi-
ronmental degradation.  
In a deputation presented by 
Audubon Acres resident Paul 
Nichols, he said residents were 
still opposed to the applications 
despite the fact that the fill ap-
plication had been revised.   
“We worry about the things staff 
say won’t happen,” he said, 
“and legitimately”.  
Even though a 12-page staff 

report and a 250+ page propo-
nent submission to council met 
the provisions included in the 
site alteration by-law, council 
questioned if the by-law they 
passed in 2011 went far enough 
to protect the Town from be-
coming a dumping ground.  
In a written comment from 
Councillor Craig who was lis-
tening in on-line from London, 
England, he said, “While I un-
derstand staff’s argument that 
the wording of the current by-
law does not specifically assist 
us in dealing with large fill op-
erations, it would be a major 
concern to me if this application 
was easily conceded to and cre-
ated a precedent that trans-
formed the municipality into a 
major dumping ground for fill 
from Toronto”. He went on to 
say that council needs to have 
full authority over fill operations 
“and if we don’t have it, we 
need to get it,” he said. “I would 
suggest a moratorium be placed 
on this and similar applications 
to allow us time to tighten our 
by-law.”  
After further discussion and 
comment from the public, coun-
cil passed a motion to refer the 
issue to the CAO to coordinate a 
response to all issues raised at 
the meeting including a poten-
tial moratorium on the by-law, a 
peer review of the proponent’s 
submission and an interpretation 
of the comments made by the 
Lake Simcoe Region Conserva-
tion Authority with respect to 
wetlands. The next staff report 
could by ready as early as June.      
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Top: Briars Resort owners, 
John and Barbara Sibbald  
enjoy a moment before 
presenting the Not-For-
Profit Award at the Geor-
gina Business Excellence 
event Friday, April 4.  
Left: Event coordinator 
Joanne Dalton receives a 
hot wax hand treatment at 
the Pamper Me Spa day at 
the Sutton Legion on Sat. 
April 5.  
Bottom: It looks small now, 
but Simon Southwell’s gi-
ant vegetable seedling will 
be a monster by fall. Simon 
was one of many youths 
who received giant vegeta-
ble seeds at the Wilfrid 
Hall on Sun. April 6. 
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Shades of Hope shines light on wildlife concerns 

In an effort to raise 
enough money to 
meet the dietary 
needs of anticipated 
wildlife expected to 
need food and shelter 
this spring, Shades of 
Hope Wildlife Ref-
uge owner Gail 
Lenters is confident 
the recent fundrais-
ing event at the Pef-
ferlaw Lions Com-
munity Centre has 
helped her build 
awareness and sup-
port.  
“In spring new ba-
bies are being born, 
people are reopening 
their cottages, trail-
ers, boats and they’ll 
be finding nests,” 
said Ms. Lenters, adding, that this is her 
busiest time for the shelter. “Certain 
species have specific diets and they will 
need different feeds." 
Hundreds of residents accepted her invi-

tation to attend and 
experience the “Come 
Fly With Us” event 
held on March 28. As 
a result, attendees 
were able to get up 
close and personal 
during a raptor demon-
stration put on by the 
Ontario Falconry Cen-
tre. Face painting, chil-
dren’s games and a 
silent auction were just 
a few of the activities 
at the event. 
According to Ms. 
Lenters, Shades of 
Hope is based solely 
on volunteers across 
the town of Georgina 
as well as some part-
nerships with the To-
ronto Wildlife Centre. 

Ms. Lenters said she needs more hands 
for the spring rush.  “We need volun-
teers. Committed, reliable volunteers,” 
she said. “The refuge needs about 100 
more.” 

Sam Trentadue from the Ontario 
Falconry Centre shows off a bald 
eagle to the crowd at the event. 

 



One of thirteen Canadian lawmakers 
banned from entry into Russia by President 
Putin, MP Peter Van Loan responds to the 
sanction as trivial.  
“The sanctions brought against me are 
trivial when compared to the situation cur-
rently faced by the people of Crimea and 
Ukraine,” Mr. Van Loan said. “Russia’s 
illegal occupation of Crimea not only vio-
lates Ukraine’s territorial integrity and 
sovereignty, but poses one of the greatest 
threats to global security and stability in 
recent memory.”  
He said the sanctions against the Canadian 
politicians and diplomats were in response 
to the Canadian government’s efforts to 
stand up against Russian aggression in the 
Ukraine.   
“Being of Estonian heritage, I can tell you 
that the last time Russians imposed travel 
arrangements on members of my family, 
they were to Siberia and they were one 
way. My roots and the experience of my 
family have taught me that democracy and 
freedom can be easily lost and must be 
vigorously defended,” he said.  
“It is the driving force behind my becom-

ing involved in politics. It has been one 
reason why I have been actively engaged 
in our government in responding to this 
issue and Russian aggression. What is at 
stake here is much greater than the sanc-
tions brought against me and my col-
leagues.”  
Mr. Van Loan, who sits as the Conserva-
tive House Leader in Ottawa, went on to 

say that he is proud of the Prime Minister’s 
leadership in working with the Canadian 
allies to suspend Russia from the G-8.  
“We need to ensure we do not see the same 
type of Russian violations to human rights 
and democracy that have occurred in the 
past,” he said. “Our government will con-
tinue to stand with our allies and condemn 
Putin’s military intervention in Ukraine.”  
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MP Peter Van Loan responds to Russia entry sanction by President Putin  

In an effort to ensure developer-led influ-
ence does not exist in Georgina, two direc-
tors of the North Gwillimbury Forest Alli-
ance (NGFA) addressed council on March 
26 to request council support a ban on all 
corporate and union political donations to 
candidates seeking election this fall.  
Rev. Jim Keenan, a Ward 5 candidate, and 
Robert Eisenberg, President of the Munici-
pal Campaign Fairness, are both directors 
of the NGFA and presented the results of a 
study to support their request.  
According to the report, “developers play a 
disproportionate role in financing munici-
pal politics. Through seeking out and 

funding pro-
development can-
didates, they are 
able to fill munici-
pal councils across 
the GTA with sup-
porters of sprawl.” 
Rev. Keenan told 
council the devel-
opment industry 
has every reason to 
want to influence 
political decisions 
about planning and 
building. 
“Campaign financ-
ing is one way to 
attempt to achieve 
that influence,” he 
said, adding, “This 
is often the reason 
why they contrib-
ute to municipal 
elections.”  
The report goes on 
to say that pro-
environment candi-
dates for municipal 
office do not have 
access to developer 
money, making it 
extremely chal-
lenging for them to 

get elected.  
“Developer support for pro-sprawl candi-
dates contributes to a system that perpetu-
ates low-density growth, with all its atten-
dant social and environmental costs.” 
Although a statement released by the 
NGFA prior to the meeting stated corporate 
and union donations as a percentage of 
total campaign contributions made to Geor-
gina council members in 2010 ranged from 
0 to 87 per cent, the majority of councillors 
received less than 11 per cent of their cam-
paign contributions from corporate or un-
ion  donations. 
Mayor Grossi, whose corporate campaign 
donations totaled 87 per cent of total dona-
tions in 2010, said he would continue to 
accept those donations. 
“Shoppers Drug Mart, Tim Hortons, Cana-
dian Tire, Swiss Chalet, Rexall and 
McDonalds have all contributed to my 
campaign.  Not once have I been influ-
enced by these corporations,” Mayor 
Grossi said.   
“I will continue to work with the business 
community in the Town of Georgina.  I 
will continue to accept contributions to-
wards the campaign as I always have in the 
past.” 
Council members Phil Craig, Naomi 
Davidson and Ken Hackenbrook did not 
show corporate donations in 2010. How-
ever, Ward 5 councillor Brad Smockum, 
Dave Szollosy and Regional Councillor 
Danny Wheeler reported 11 per cent, 61 
per cent and 83 per cent respectively. 

NGFA directors want corporate and union campaign  
donations banned 

 

Mr. Eisenberg speaks in front of council. 
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Georgina residents will enjoy 
a zero increase in their prop-
erty taxes this year due to a 
$700,000 windfall which be-
came obvious once York Re-
gion and the York Region 
District School Board released 
their 2014 budgets.  
Prior to their release, Georgina  
council was prepared to pass a 
budget that would have re-
quired a 0.6 per cent increase 
in the tax levy.  
But at the March 26 council 
meeting, Town of Georgina 
Treasurer Rebecca Mathewson 
revealed that lower property 
assessments and lower growth 
rates in Georgina compared to 

other York Region communi-
ties would mean less money 
would need to be collected by 
the Town for both the region 
and the school board than was 
anticipated in the March 7 
budget approved in principle 
by council. 
She said the difference of 
$700,000 would mean a reduc-
tion in the tax levy of 0.4 per 
cent.  
However, council was not 
quite ready to reduce property 
taxes by 0.4 per cent and de-
bated a number of scenarios 
on how to handle the $700,000 
windfall.  
Councillor Naomi Davison 
wanted to put the money back 
into reserves and maintain the 
0.6 per cent increase. The 
Town’s reserve fund had been 

depleted by one per cent dur-
ing the budget negotiations.  
“I think the 0.6 per cent is 
very fair and if we decrease 
now we are only going to get 
hit hard in the next three or 
four years,” she said. “So I 
think it would be very prudent 
at this time to stick with the 
existing tax rate which is mini-
mal to our taxpayers and use 
that money for our future.” 
Mayor Grossi agreed that it 
would be prudent to leave the 
increase at 0.6 per cent and 
bump up the Town’s reserves 
but he also considered a de-
posit of $265,000 toward re-
serves to bring them back to 

their pre-budget levels so the 
balance could be used to 
eliminate a tax increase.  
This idea gained momentum 
when Councillor Szollosy said 
he would be more comfortable 
with returning some money to 
the reserve fund that had been 
weakened during budget nego-
tiations and giving taxpayers a 
zero per cent increase. He 
made a motion to move for-
ward with that scenario and it 
was seconded by Regional 
Councillor Wheeler and 
passed. As a result, council 
adopted a $56,052,900 operat-
ing and capital 2014 budget 
that will see $32,145,650 
raised in tax levies. Water 
rates will go up by 2.7 per cent 
and wastwater/sewer rates will 
increase by 7.5 per cent.  

Tel: (289) 803-6409 
Ybele.koster@gmail.com 

Tel: (289) 803-6409 

Property taxes in 2014 will not 
go up 

$56,051,900 
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Congratulations to the volun-
teers who work so hard for the 
Sutton Fair and Horse Show. 
The group staged a very suc-
cessful fundraising event at 
the Sutton Kin Hall on Satur-
day, April 5 and supporters 
went home with wonderful 
treasures won with the highest 
bid during the silent auction.  
A little birdie has told us that 
the featured guest at the up-
coming Sutton Fair this year 
will be Canadian great, Sandy 
Hawley. A perfect choice 
since this year’s theme will be 
the Year of the Horse.  
  
We are sending our best 
wishes to Carter O'Neill who 
celebrates his sixth birthday 
on April 23. He is one lucky 
little guy because I heard he 
and his brother Andersen went 
to the Jays’ home opener last 
week. Go Jays Go! 
  
Another birthday wish goes to 
Trystin Verdoold who turns 
seven on April 17. Happy 
Birthday! 

Happy Birthday greetings go 
out to Amy Menezes who 
turns 33 on April 20. Cheers 
Amy. Hope you have a great 
day! 
  
Word of warning...with all the 
ice and snow melting around 
town it’s a good idea to stay 
away from lakes, rivers and 
streams. York Regional Police  
officers advise that “No Ice is 
Safe Ice.” Let’s not see any 
accidents this spring. 
  
The Georgina Gymnastics 
Club is doing market research 
to gauge the level of interest to 
support a gymnastics club for 
youth from three years of age 
to teens.  If you’re interested, 
e-mail georginagymnas-
tics@gmail.com for more in-
formation. 
  
If you have a birthday, anni-
versary or a family announce-
ment you would like to share, 
contact Karen Wolfe at (705) 
437-1216 or email: 
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca 

Tennyson Tidbits 

More people mean more dogs and cats 

With substantial future growth 
figures on the books for York 
Region municipalities, former 
Councillor Margaret Quirk 
asked council on April 2 to 
build a new state-of-the-art 
Animal Shelter to accommo-
date the needs of a growing 
number of homeless dogs and 
cats.  
Ms. Quirk said the Georgina 
shelter currently services four 
municipalities—Georgina, 
Whitchurch Stouffville, East 
Gwillimbury and Newmarket—
all of which are slated for sub-
stantial growth over the next 
decade.  
“It is easy to see that with these 
population numbers our shelter 
will be seeing more and more 
dogs and cats,” she said. “It is 
time to start planning for a new 
shelter.”  
Ms. Quirk told council that the 
current facility, which was con-

structed in 1990, does not have 
the ability to meet new stan-
dards of care due to overcrowd-
ing, lack of storage space, treat-
ment space, natural lighting and 
ventilation.  
“The reality is that the building 
cannot continue to handle the 
volume of animals that will be 
going through its doors in the 
future,” Ms. Quirk said.  
She said animal care has come 
to mean more than just food, 
water and a clean kennel and 
although staff should be com-
mended for doing a good job 
given the limitations that the 
shelter has, the building itself 
needs to be more functional.  
Council referred Ms. Quirk’s  
presentation to staff with a re-
quest to provide an interim re-
port by mid-May with a more 
comprehensive report to come 
by early fall. 
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Winners of the Georgina 2014 Business Excellence Awards 

Top: Rogers TV accepts their award. 
Middle: President Sarah Gill for the Lake 
Simcoe Soccer Club  
Bottom: Jim Morson for Master Mechanic. 

Continued from page 1… 
Congratulations to the 2014 Georgina Busi-
ness Excellence Award winners: 
Erwood Air, an independently owned and 
operated heating and air conditioning busi-
ness owned by Beric and Patti Erwood won 
the Large Business Award. The business was 
formed in 2001 from their home and now 
consists of a 3,000 sq. ft. building, a staff of 
nine and five service vehicles. Erwood Air is 
a heating, ventilation, air conditioning com-
pany that deals with commercial and residen-
tial sales, service and installations and offers 
24 hour emergency service.   
The Small Business Award went to Cori’s 
Café. Located on High Street in the heart of 
downtown Sutton, Cori’s rise to fame began 
with a jar of soup as a gift for her daughter’s 
teacher. Within a month over 250 jars of 
soup had been sold. Since then Cori has 
taken her love of cooking to the streets and 
opened her own Café last year. Cori’s Café 
consists of dine-in or take out and she caters 
lunches and dinners for local businesses, 
functions and individuals.  
Momstown Georgina & East Gwillimbury 
was awarded the Micro Business Award. 
Momstown blends both early childhood edu-
cation and real mom discussions online and 
in person to connect and support local Moms. 
Momstown plans 25+ fun and educational 

events for moms and children every month. 
Momstown has been in Georgina and East 
Gwillimbury for the past five years. 
The Lake Simcoe Soccer Club, established 
over 30 years ago, won the Non-Profit 
Award. The club has grown to include 90 
house league teams for players aged four to 
adult and has expanded its programming to 
include indoor winter skills development.  
Rogers TV Georgina and The Gem Thea-
tre both received Community Spirit Awards. 
Rogers TV Georgina opened their permanent 
studio in Keswick last year and encourage 
community members to take an active role in 
conceptualizing and producing programming 
for local audiences.  
R. J. Gorman, owner of the Gem Theatre in 
Keswick, believes the theatre really belongs 
to the community and, as a result, he regu-
larly hosts seminars and makes the theatre 
available to local businesses.  
The New Business Award this year went to 
Master Mechanic in Keswick. Owner Jim 
Morson offers a full-service garage with eve-
rything from a basic lube, oil and filter 
change to comprehensive electronic diagno-
sis.  
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The Sutton 
Legion 
presented 
31 awards 
to  
Georgina 
elementary 
and high 
school 
students to 
recognize 
their  
creative 
talent in art 
and  
literature 
on March 
26.  
The annual competition has 
been held across Canada for 50 
years and invites students to 
submit posters, essays and po-
ems depicting their interpreta-
tion of Remembrance Day and 
the contribution members of 
the Canadian Armed Forces 
have made during military con-
flicts around the world.  
Friends and family were in 
attendance to witness the fol-
lowing winners receive awards 
for their contribution:  
 
Primary Black and White  
Riley Wooley 
Primary Colour 
Nathan Goold 
Junior Black and White 

Juliana Quijda 
Junior Colour  
Michael Van Dyke  
Intermediate Black and 
White  
Ethan Platt 
Intermediate Colour 
Diane Morgan 
Senior Black and White 
Kaitlyn Sproule 
Junior Essay 
Julianne Lee (first) 
Amy Armstrong (second) 
Breanne Gerghelio (third) 
Junior Poem 
Rachael McWilliams (first) 
Autumn Defor (second) 
Julianne Lee (third) 
Intermediate Poem  
Sara Brash 

Students Remembrance tradition at 
Poster Awards—By Jennifer Barr 

Georgina students display Sutton Legion awards  in recognition 
of their creative talent acknowledging Remembrance Day.  

Rod Rinne stops to admire the winning entries on 
display at the Legion.  
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

Sutton BIA is keen to re-energize business community—By Jennifer Barr 

Sutton is rich in history, 
culture and community 
but members of the 
newly renovated Sutton 
Business Improvement 
Association (BIA) also 
want to make it rich in 
business expansion and 
retention.  
As a store owner on High 
Street in downtown Sut-
ton for 17 years, BIA 
Chair Frank Sebo and his 
family have seen many 
stores come and go on 
the street.  
“Over the years there 
have been some ups and 
downs on High Street 
but lately it has been 
good,” says Mr. Sebo.  
“Especially since the Town has created a 
Community Improvement Plan (CIP) for 
Georgina.”  
Ten years ago Mr. Sebo became involved in 
the unofficial BIA in an attempt to help his 
family’s General Store and the rest of High 
Street businesses thrive in an area known for 
its “old town charm”. Today the new BIA 
wants to revitalize the business areas in Sut-
ton and encourage business owners in the 
greater Sutton area to become members. 
“Basically we want to include the businesses 
on Baseline Rd., Dalton Rd. and Highway 
48,” he said.   
As chair, Mr. Sebo is supported by BIA 
board members Carolyn Crate, Greg Forrest, 
Peter Doern and Senna Heath. The only non-
business member on the board is Ward 4 
Councillor Ken Hackenbrook.  
Tucked away off Highway 48, High Street is 
Sutton’s most visible historical street. It has 
preserved the Town’s old buildings and 
shops to give it a vintage vibe in a modern 
world.  
Throughout Sutton is an assortment of busi-
nesses such as antiques, cafés, restaurants, 
grocery, professional offices, hardware and 
pharmacies, many owners of which are 

members of the new BIA.  
The association is part of the Ontario Busi-
ness Improvement Area Association 
(OBIAA) which financially assists business 
districts across Ontario. The Jackson’s Point 
BIA and the Uptown Keswick BIA are also 
members.  
BIA members are taxed a maximum of $250 
a year depending upon the size of their busi-
ness.  
“Some people were opposed to the idea at 
first because it was an additional tax,” said 
Mr. Sebo, agreeing that they shouldn’t be 
taxed for something he feels should already 
be done. But the money collected goes back 
into the area to promote, expand and retain 
businesses in town, he says.  
As a result, the Sutton BIA has four events 
planned this year to energize commercial 
activity and bring more people to the area.  
On May 17, the BIA will hold its First 
Spring Fling when businesses will host a 
street sale and local residents can have ga-
rage sales. The popular “Festival on High” 
will return to the street on July 26 when 
Market Square will be lined up again with 
vendors and entertainment to bring the com-
munity together. The highlight event is the 

Duck Race at the Black River 
Dam.  
To celebrate the spirit of Sut-
ton’s past, the BIA will host 
the First Annual Spirit Walk 
on October 31. And finally, 
in concert with the Annual 
Sutton Santa Claus Parade, 
there will be a tree lighting 
ceremony on December 6. 
All of these events are made 
possible through the collec-
tion of the tax levy, Mr. Sebo 
said.  
The Sutton BIA has only 
been official for 15 months 
but according to Mr. Sebo, 
there is a paper trail that leads 
the association back to the 
1980s.  
“Before, it was a voluntary 

$50 membership fee so they didn’t have a lot 
of money,” he said, adding, the additional 
tax levy has already provided the association 
with enough money to help beautify the 
street, pay for the upcoming events and help 
with business owner concerns.  
One concern which keeps cropping up at 
board meetings is the lack of parking spaces 
available on High Street.  
“A lot of our members would like to see the 
Town buy the land here across the road,” 
said Mr. Sebo, pointing to the gated lot 
across from his store.  
“For 18 years the owners of that land al-
lowed people to park there,” he said. Today, 
the lot is fenced off and as a result, fewer 
parking spaces are available to patrons. Mr. 
Sebo says he hopes one day the BIA can co-
own the land and maintain the area as a 
parking lot.  
“There is a lot more optimism on the 
street...more than there has ever been,” he 
said.  
“It’s partly because of the CIP, partly be-
cause of the 404 and partly because of the 
expected growth and expansion. We just 
need something to bring the ambiance back 
into the area.” 

From Left: Senna Heath, Carolyn Crate, Frank Sebo, Greg Forrest, Coun-
cillor Ken Hackenbrook and Peter Doern pose for a shot outside on High 
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Classified Ads 
Executive home on the lake in north 
Keswick.  One bedroom, washroom, 
kitchen, T.V. etc.  Available now for 
rent. $700 per month, inclusive.  
Contact Jim at 905-476-2399 or  
647-930-6288 

Have lunch with the Easter Bunny at the 
Easter Egg Hunt at the Port Bolster Hall 
on Sat. April 12 at noon. All welcome. 
Free.  
  
Georgina Brock Garden Club will hold a 
Dessert Party and Open House on Mon. 
April 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the Wilfrid Hall.  
  
Sat. April 19 is the 6th Annual In-Water 
Easter Egg Hunt at the Georgina Leisure 
Pool. Come for a swim from 11:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. and watch for a special appear-
ance by the Easter Bunny! 
  
Save the date! Tues. April 22 at noon is the 
next Gourmet Luncheon at the Georgina 
Arts Centre. Tickets are $12. Reserve your 
seats no later than Sat. Apr. 19 at 4:00 p.m. 
Call (905) 722-9587.  
  
On Thurs. April 24, Beaverton Horticul-
tural Society is hosting their monthly 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church in Beaverton. Guests are Durham 
Master Gardeners presenting “potting prin-
ciples and the latest styles”. 
 
Only 23 spots left for the “Run for the Pan-
try” Fun Run. This five km run starts April 
27 at 9:00 a.m. at the Georgina Community 
Food Pantry in Sutton. The registration fee 

is a bag of food.  
  
 Lake Simcoe Gardeners invite you to the 
“Recycle, Re-use, Re-Create” event on 
Mon. April 28 at 7:30 p.m. at Keswick 
United Church. LSG members free, public 
$3.00. Call (905) 476-3087 for more infor-
mation.  
  
Want to help improve your communication 
skills? Come out to the Toastmasters 
Open House on Wed. April 30 from 7:30 
to 9:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church.  
  
Check out the Spring Bazaar at the Kes-
wick United Church on 177 Church Street 
on Saturday, May 3, 2014—8:00 a.m. to  
noon. Baking, plants, toys, nifty stuff and 
vendors, too! Light Refreshments 
  
Come out and join a night of fun and sup-
port Hospice Georgina! Boston Pizza Kes-
wick is hosting the 4th “Dine for a Cause” 
event billed as “Music Bingo Night on 
Mon. May 5 at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $25.  
  
 Looking for the perfect day to have a ga-
rage sale? The Sutton BIA is hosting the 
First Annual Spring Fling event on Sat. 
May 17. Market Square will be closed for 
the day. Residents are invited to participate 
with their own yard sale.  

IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU? 
CALL OVEREATERS (705) 437-1928 
OR &705) 437-1307—Tues. and Thurs. 
7:30 p.m.—Salvation Army Youth Cen-
tre — 20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—Across 
from No-Frills.  

 Coming Events & Announcements 


