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York Region is hosting a public
workshop on Wed. Apr. 11 at
the Holland Landing Community
Centre to discuss the Upper
York Sewage Solutions Project
from 6:30 to 9:00 pm.
1st Pefferlaw Scouting will be
around on Apr. 14 to pick up
your bottles. Have them ready!
The Beaverton Legion is hosting
a dinner and show with a Las
Vegas entertainer on Sat. Apr.
14. Call (705) 426-7852 for tickets.
Don’t forget the Hospice Geor-

Coming Events & Announcements
gina Annual Pansy sale on Sat.
Apr. 21 at five locations. Advance orders can be placed by
calling (905) 722-9333.
Brechin and Beyond is celebrating Earth Day on Apr. 22 with
spring clean up and BBQ. Call
(705) 505-0063.
The Lake Simcoe South Shore
Horticultural Society meeting on
Apr. 23 at 7:30 pm at Keswick
United Church will feature Steve
Cooper answering the question—Are we Organic?

May 26. (705) 437-1977.

Vikki Buchner will be the guest
speaker at a fundraising dinner at
Cedardale Church on Sun. Apr.
22 at 12:30 pm. Call (705) 4372170 for tickets. $10./person.

Plan to help the Pefferlaw Lioness raise money for guide dogs
by participating in Purina Walk
for Dog Guides on Sun. May 27
at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall at
9:30 a.m. Call (905) 715-5980.

Check out the Merchants Mall
English Tea & Quilt Show
Classified Ads
at St. Andrews Church in
Beaverton, Sat. May 12
HELP WANTED
from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm.
Chip Truck Baldwin—Honest, reliable,
Tickets are on sale now
for the Jack n’ Jill for
Amy O’Neill and Andrew
Menezes to be held on Sat.

hardworking people-person to manage all
aspects of operation. Experienced
preferred but will train. Email
wifiburgers@hotmail.com or call
(289) 803-0734. $10.50/$11/hr.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0

Staff unveil proposed 2012 budget at council
Georgina council had its first peek at a
draft 2012 budget prepared by staff at a
Special Council meeting on March 26 and
despite moves to reduce spending, the draft
budget is predicting a 4.8 per cent increase
in net expenditures of $31,114,870.00.
Council will go through the proposed
budget line by line at a special budget day
meeting on April 12 when they will discuss
the staff draft budget recommendations and
make adjustments as they see fit.
One of the issues council will have to deal
with is whether or not to follow through
on a $270,000 recommendation to create a
centralized communication function at the
civic centre. This will involve hiring two
additional staff for up to $100,000.00.
The recommendations come following a
$25,000 communications audit and report
by a consulting firm The Letter M who
were hired to iron out the communications
dysfunction at the Civic Centre.
The proposed budget suggests total gross
expenditures in 2012 will come in around
$41,943,760. However, the total amount
required to be raised through tax levies will
be $31,114,870. As a result, taxpayers
could expect to see a 2.8 per cent increase
in their tax bill. For a home valued at
$260,000 this could mean an additional
$94.00 in property taxes. Last year the
same home experienced an increase of
$84.90 in property taxes.
The projected tax levy increase of 2.8 per
cent could go up or down depending upon

The unusual warm weather in March has
moved the Pefferlaw area mosquito
abatement program up by more than two
weeks as Pestalto crews completed aerial and ground applications of Bti mos-

Crews restock the hopper on the helicopter with Bti mosquito lavicide before taking off to complete the treatment of 2,862 acres (1,158 hectares)
in the Pefferlaw area.
quito larvicide by March 30.
According to Barry Tyler of Pestalto
Environmental Services, the company
began the program on March 27 after
monitoring activities identified mosquito
larvae in the third and fourth star
Continued on page 3...

$484,900.00
Just over an acre of land in Roches
Point. Spacious raised bungalow with a
new kitchen and 2 brand new bathrooms. Basement is finished, but one
really large room is unfinished. Used to
be a 2 car garage and awaits your
ideas! Detached newer garage with long
paved driveway for parking. Call to view.

Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

the decisions made by council at the April
12 budget day meeting.
At the initial presentation of the draft
budget on March 26, senior Town of Georgina management staff provided council
with a strategic overview of their draft
budget recommendations.
In some departments, senior management
is recommending additional staff support—
seven new hires in Operations and Engineering, four new hires for the fire department, two new hires (one part-time) for the
libraries and additional support in administrative services. The recreation and culture
budget recommendations included an increase in user fees for some of their programs.
Among the new capital expenditures identified in the budget document are: sidewalks for Station Road in Pefferlaw; railway gates at Clovelly Cove in Port Bolster;
upgrades to the Ice Palace of $680,000;
Woodbine Ave. streetscaping; and a skateboard park in Sutton.
At the March 26 unveiling of the 2012
proposed budget, CAO Winanne Grant told
council that the draft budget was developed
with growth and long-term visioning in
mind. Senior management staff were
charged with “looking after what we have”
in terms of human resources, assets and
infrastructure, community, co-ordination
and synergies, she said.
The final budget will be ready for adoption
by council on April 23, 2012.

Spring mosquito program
completed early

Sales Representative

Teresa Millar

Call Teresa at (905) 722-3211 or you can visit www.teresamillar.com
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Ooooh NO...not again!
This just ain’t right!
For many years the Pefferlaw
Associatiion of Ratepayers
(PAR)—a not-for-profit group
of volunteers—has toiled away
spending countless volunteer
hours to bring this community a
free family day event known as
the Pefferlaw Picnic.
Historically, the Town of Georgina has supported this event
with a grant of $5,000 (less
$500 for insurance) to help PAR
deliver free children’s activities
such as Zoo to You, bouncy
castles, ice cream, a petting zoo,
entertainment, prizes and more.
I give full credit to Mayor Rob
Grossi for this funding in the
past because he has always been
very supportive of this event.
The Pefferlaw Picnic is also
complemented by one of the
finest classic car shows in southern Ontario which is sponsored
by the Pefferlaw Lions Club.
Hundreds of locals and visitors
from all over Ontario pour into
the village every Civic holiday
Monday to participate in the fun
and show off their cars.
This year, a town committee of
staff, council members and business leaders from Keswick, Sutton and Jackson’s Point, reviewed all funding requests for
community events and they decided that the Pefferlaw event
would only receive $1,000 (less
$500 for insurance).
PAR executives called me to
give me the disappointing news
and I couldn’t believe my ears!
Without the traditional funding
support from the town, there
would be no picnic! And as a
result, the Lions Club is seriously considering whether or
not to go forward with the car
show.
I quickly called Karyn Stone at
the town offices and tried to
passionately explain how important the picnic and car show is to
this community. Specifically, it
is the only event that we have
that pulls everyone together at
one time to generate some community spirit. And I also voiced
my disappointment over the lack
of Pefferlaw representation on

the committee.
PAR has, consequently, asked
for an appeal of the committee’s
decision and will be given an
opportunity to plead their case
on April 11.
My hope is that this committee
realizes how important this
event is to this community and
understands that without their
support, there will be no picnic.
Local businesses already support it through donations and
every effort is made to keep the
event “free” for the kids.
I know this committee was assembled by the Economic Development department at the
Town and I’m hoping they are
not using “economic activity” as
a yardstick to determine the
worthiness of this event. Even
though “economic activity” isn’t
the mandate for this event, local
businesses do benefit from increased out-of-town traffic from
the car show.
Ultimately, the picnic does delivers a direct benefit and service to the people—which I
believe is one of the mandates
of the Town.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Virginia residents give shelter
to cross country cyclist
Tana Silverland, a U.K. native who has
been cycling across Canada for nearly two
years to raise money for a children’s charity, stopped over in Virginia last month to
have a little respite before continuing on
her way to Newfoundland.
With over 12,000 kilometers on the tires of
her recumbent tricycle, Ms. Silverland has
been hop scotching her way from Whitehorse in the Yukon to benefit orphan children who receive permanent homes arranged by a charity known as SOS Children’s Villages.
“This isn’t about cycling. It is about getting to a number of communities to talk
about SOS,” says Ms. Silverland who is
aware of $27,000 that has already been
raised as a result of her Canadian trek.
Ms. Silverland is not using any of the monies raised to sponsor her trip—she simply
relies on the kindness of strangers to put
her up for the night and feed her as she
moves across Canada.
In Virginia, Wendy Hardman and partner
Bob Ewles played host to Ms. Silverland
on March 28 before she set off with her 45
lbs. of gear to arrive at the next host-home
in Port Perry.
She says the love and support she received
from her own parents motivated her to take
on this fund-raising journey when she volunteered for SOS Children’s Villages in
the U.K. and witnessed the need for young
orphans to be given a home of their own.
As a lone cyclist, with no GPS to guide
her, Ms. Silverland has made hundreds of
presentations to community service clubs
along the way and due to the kindness of
others, has not had to spend one night outside or in a hotel. “All across Canada I’ve
experienced many, many kind people,” she
said.

Photo (L to R):
Hosts Bob Ewles,
Wendy Hardman
and Pefferlaw
Lions members
Don Philp and
Ted Rennie were
on hand as the
Pefferlaw Lions
Club presented a
cheque to Tana
Silverland in support of her crosscountry trek to
raise money for
orphaned children.

GHS endorses oral history project
The Georgina Historical Society (GHS) is
endorsing an oral history project that is
being conducted by Allan Morton in Georgina. The project will result in a book
documenting the oral histories of many
Georgina residents who agree to share their
memories of days gone by.
Mr. Morton, a history major who has produced similar books for other communities,
said the oral histories are a way of recording anecdotal information that does not
exist anywhere else.
“People who have lived in a community for
their entire lives are a wealth of information when we try to reconstruct what life
was like 50 or 60 years ago,” he said.
“Many don’t realize that they are a walking
history book for the community.”
The GHS is appealing to the senior members of Georgina to come forward and

share their memories with Mr. Morton as
he compiles an oral history of the community. The project is specifically targeting
people who grew up in Georgina and were
born before 1940.
“I think this is a wonderful project for the
GHS to endorse,” said GHS president Dianne Graves. “We have an excellent archives collection at the Georgina Pioneer
Village which helps us understand how we
lived years ago and we are very excited
about adding eye witness accounts to that
collection,” she said.
Both a copy of the book and the actual recordings of participants will be housed in
the GHS archives once the project is completed.
Senior members of the community who
wish to help with the project are invited to
contact Mr. Morton at (905) 476-4513.
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Where they live and play

Lesley Chung (left) and Neil Kinnear (right) open their exhibition
and pose beside the a photo of the Skyline barn on Baseline Road.

Professional photographers
Lesley Chung and Neil Kinnear
are exhibiting a series of photographs at the Georgina Art Gallery which tell a story of what
they value most where they live
and where they play.
Using warm colours and a nostalgic viewpoint, the couple has
captured images of old, local

Dr. Barry Hanser
Dr. Karen Chu

derelict barns as a reminder of
“a way of life that is passing
away,” Mr. Kinnear says.
Georgina Bay is their playground and the exhibition includes serene images of the
landscape and its simple
beauty.
The exhibition runs until May
20.

Warm weather moves program up
crews treated approximately
Continued from page 1.
2,862 acres (1,158 hectares)
of development.
with granular Bti from the air
“Monitoring populations of
and ground
larvae and
crews used
watching
liquid forthem grow
mulations
tells us
for roadside
when to
ditches.
go,” said
Following
Mr. Tyler.
treatment,
He said the
Pestalto
timing for
crews will
this year’s
mosquito
Barry Tyler from Pestalto Environ- monitor
abatement mental Services holds a vial of sec- the success
program
ond and third stage mosquito larvae. of the program by
was perfect
setting up
because as
traps in strategic locations.
cooler weather set in, there
This is the fourth year of the
was no evidence of pupation
Bti program and traditionally
which means the adult mosquitoes have not had an oppor- it has had a success rate of 90
per cent and higher. Bti
tunity to hatch.
(bacillus thuringienis israelenAs a result, Mr. Tyler is expecting a 100 per cent kill rate sis) is a natural larvicide that
is formulated to be selective
within the treated areas.
and effective in attacking only
With fewer people objecting
mosquito larvae.
to the treatment this year,
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Smokers to butt out at the beach

 Life Insurance

Despite the fact that very little
evidence exists to suggest negative health impacts occur when
smokers light up outside, the
Town of Georgina is one puff
away from a third reading of a
tough new by-law that will restrict smoking on all townowned parks and beaches.
Two disputants squared off
against the proposed new bylaw at a council meeting on
March 26 and suggested the
move to ban smoking on townowned parks and beaches was a
question of “freedom” and not a
risk to human health, due to the
lack of evidence.
A Dr. Abe Fresner, an MD with
40 years of medical experience
in Ontario, objected to the passing of the by-law because he
has found no evidence that
smoking outdoors is harmful to
others.
“I’ve done some research and
checked into the studies available to show that second hand
smoke in open areas does damage and I didn’t really find anything,” he said. “And although I
don’t support smoking, I do
support their freedom in choosing whether they want to smoke
or not. The choice we have here
in Georgina is do we fight for
freedom or do we not?”
The question of freedom was
also brought up to council by
Georgina resident Larry Rudd

who said the smoking ban in
outdoor spaces was infringing
on an individual’s rights by
taking away their freedom of
choice.
He said he did not believe that
members of council should decide on the issue and introduced
the idea of conducting a plebiscite to let the people decide.
“This is up to the people, not
council, not the mayor, to make
the decision. No one is hurting
anyone in a public open space.”
Mayor Rob Grossi took issue
with Mr. Rudd’s suggestion that
it was not up to council to make
this law.
“As elected officials we are
custodians of public spaces,”
Mayor Grossi said. “And yes,
we are here to make decisions
as far as custodians of open
spaces of this municipality and I
have no problem in making that
decision and if someone wants
to challenge me with respect to
any decision I make for this
municipality, so be it,” he said.
The by-law passed two readings
at the meeting and will come
back to council for the third and
final reading on April 23.
In the meantime, staff is ordering signage and waste receptacles that will be strategically
placed outside the boundaries of
the parks so smokers can butt
out before entering.

Council repeals indemnification by-law
With all of the legal bills in and
paid, council moved to repeal
the indemnification by-law that
was passed to pay for the defamation lawsuit between Rob
Grossi and John McLean.
In a report to council on March
26, CAO Winanne Grant identified that the total legal bill
which taxpayers paid for the
defunct lawsuit was $20,501.15
which included Mr. McLean’s
legal bill of $3,961.24.
Her report addressed a number
of concerns brought forward by
residents who opposed the bylaw and she confirmed that re-

pealing the by-law did not
make it retroactive.
“The mechanism by which the
by-law would be taken out of
effect retroactively would be
via reconsideration,” she said,
adding it would require a motion and two-thirds majority
vote.
Her report also addressed the
status of an investigation of a
closed meeting that has been
requested by Keswick resident
Kristina Toomey. The investigation is proceeding and all
documentation has been compiled for the investigator.

Georgina Blades OMHA Pee Wee Champs
Congratulations
to the Georgina
Blades, the Minor Pee Wee
A.E. team that
brought home the
OMHA trophy
and bragging
rights, after defeating five
teams in the
OMHA playdowns.
The team is supported by Head
Coach Jeff
Hodgkinson,
Mike Sheridan,
Assistant Coach,
Photo by Art Cossaboom
Jamie Miller,
Assistant Coach, Kevin Bott, Trainer and
Jennifer Jess, Manager.
The Georgina Blades Minor Pee Wee
team was also very successful throughout
the regular season with a record of 20
wins, seven losses and three ties. They
also came home the winners of two tournaments held in Uxbridge and Belleville.

In each of the five-round playoff games
they eliminated East Gwillimbury (three
games to 0) , Newmarket (three games to
0), Barrie (three games to two), Whitby
(three games to two) and Oakville (three
games to one).
Way to go, team!
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New federal monies for Lake
Out of a $250 billion federal
program budget for 2012, Lake
Simcoe restoration plans will
be given a boost after MP Peter
Van Loan announced another
round of funding.
The previous $30 million Lake
Simcoe Clean-up Fund has
been depleted and Mr. Van
Loan had formerly stated that it
was a one-time federal commitment.
However, in Canada’s Economic Action Plan for 2012
more funds have been allocated
for improving the lake.
“I was pleased to join other
local Conservative Members of
Parliament in working to get
new funds for the clean-up of
Lake Simcoe,” said Mr. Van
Loan. “There has been much
valuable work done to improve
the health of Lake Simcoe. The
hard work and financial contributions by many local volunteers and community groups
will continue to move forward
with the strong support from

our government.”
Mr. Van Loan did not reveal
the extent of the financial commitment.
Annabel Slaight, president and
co-founder of Ladies of the
Lake said, “The funding is
major, of course, but beyond
money the work it engenders is
bringing communities together,
helping people take pride in the
work they are doing for the
lake. This in turn inspires and
educates others.”
According to Mr. Van Loan
scientists have said that the
lake’s health is now recovering
with phosphorous levels dropping and some formerly native
fish species spawning again
locally for the first time in decades.
It is intended that the funding
will focus on physical remediation efforts such as stream
bank restoration and retrofitting storm water facilities in
existing developed areas.

Tennyson Tidbits

Jim Wilson (aka Spook) was
surrounded by friends at the
Belvedere last month when he
celebrated his retirement from
Beaudrow Brothers—although
some say Spook is retiring
from finding ways to get out of
work!

Hospice Georgina staff join
Werner Syndikus (left) and
Adolf Seefried (right centre) of
the Johanniter Aid Association
when they donated $2,000 to
Hospice. All donations to Hospice are used locally to support
Congratulations to little Trystin community palliative care
Verdoold who turns five years needs.
old on April 17. Best Wishes.
We also want to offer our congratulations to Grant Verdoold
who has been notified that the
Board of Ministry of the Nazarene Church is recommending
his ordination on June 14 at the
Rosewood Church in Scarborough. Congrats, Grant.
Looks like another wireless
communications tower is going
up near Virginia. Bell Canada
has announced they want to
construct one at 28841 on
Highway 48 and to minimize
the need for future towers in
the area, Bell says there is
space available on the installation to accommodate other
licensed carriers.
Happy Birthday to Amy
O’Neill who will turn 31 on
April 21. Cheers kiddo!

Friends of Elsie Milton at the
North Street senior’s residences
pulled together a birthday party
to surprise her for her 90th
birthday. Elsie immigrated to
Sutton 25 years ago from London after a visit with her sister.
Pictured with her above is
Ward 4 Councillor Ken Hackenbrook as he presents her with
a congratulatory plaque from
the town.

Georgina’s oldest citizen dies at 108
We are very saddened to report
that the extraordinary and inspiring Ted Petkoff has passed
away at Southlake Regional
Health Centre at the age of
108.
Ted, a Georgina icon of charm
and elegance, died on Thursday, April 5—nine weeks after
he became the oldest person in
the world to undergo total hip
replacement surgery.
He will be sadly missed by his
legion of friends who were
repeatedly amazed by his zest

for life and living.
Ted was first and foremost a
gentleman—always impeccably dressed whether on the golf
course or holding the door
open for a lady.
Funeral services were held at
Forrest and Taylor Funeral
Home on Saturday, April 7.
Ted is survived by his sister
Stevanka of Macedonia and
will be lovingly remembered
by his nieces, nephew and their
families.
Rest in peace, Ted.
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Ag Society auction huge sucess

John Houston (right) is seen making a bid on a silent auction
item as friend Ross Verrall (left) looks on.
Proceeds from the Sutton Agricultural Society at their annual
Sutton Fair Silent and Live
Auction held at the Kin Hall in
Sutton on Saturday, March 31
surpassed expectations.
The Silent Auction boasted
191 donated items and included everything from home-

made jams and jellies to grass
seed and power tools.
The live auction was conducted by Mayor Rob Grossi
who pitched 39 donated items.
The proceeds from the auction
will help with new fencing and
paddock repairs. Mark August
9, 10, 11, 12 on your calendar.

A triple score at 99
Anna Malashenko is not
your average Scrabble
player—she is way
above that.
As a member of the
Scrabble Club that
meets the last Sunday of
every month at the Peter
Gzowski Library in Sutton, Anna has become a
bit of a master of the
game at the age of 99.
She only started playing
Scrabble at the age of 90
after reading a notice
about the Scrabble Club
in the paper. And after
Anna Malashenko is seen here before
many long hours of
practice, she became the a scrabble board at a Scrabble Club
meeting in March 25 when she celeplayer to beat even
brated her 99th birthday.
though her mother
tongue is not English.
from the Ukraine, Anna, who
Anna, who rarely misses a
is a mathematician, worked as
Scrabble Club meeting, says
the game provides her with an a civil engineering draftsopportunity to learn new words woman until the age of 70
and visit with friends—friends when she retired and moved to
Sutton.
she has met through the club.
After immigrating to Canada

