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Something for everyone at Sutton and Jackson’s Point 125 Celebrations
Although the 125 Anniversary of Sutton and Jackson’s Point is being recognized with year-long tributes, the linchpin acclamation of
this milestone took place on September 10 and 11 when the community came together for a dance, a fun day at the fair grounds and
the RCMP Musical Ride. Below, (top left) Melissa Matt reviews community history with visitors at the Georgina Historical Society
booth. (Top Right) Kids take on MP Peter Van Loan in an old fashioned game of Tug of War. (Bottom Left) The Brothers entertain
at the 125 Dance. (Bottom Right) The RCMP Musical Ride, sponsored by the Sutton Agricultural Society, entertains hundreds.
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Hail, to our voluneers
This issue is jam-packed full of
coverage of various events that
have taken place since the previous edition of the Georgina
Post.
And, in each and every case
there was a significant contribution to the success of these
events by volunteers.
The 125th Anniversary celebrations held on September 10 and
11 would not have been possible without the dedication of the
volunteers which made up the
125 Celebration Committee and
the ongoing support and talent
of Melissa Matt at the Georgina
Pioneer Village.
The volunteers at the Sutton
Agricultural Society did a wonderful job getting the RCMP
Musical Ride here and I know
that event was supported by
other service clubs such as the
Sutton Lions Club and the Kinsmen.
The Senior Games, while a
Town of Georgina initiative, is
led by volunteer convenors and
Club 55 volunteers.
The Keswick Harvest Festival is
organized by the Keswick Uptown BIA, another volunteer
organization. The Harvest Festival at the Georgina Pioneer
Village was supported by the
dedicated volunteer membership of the Georgina Historical
Society.
The celebration at the Pefferlaw
Lions Hall last Saturday to recognize the 60th Anniversary of
this service club was also organized by volunteers.
I also visited the Beaverton Fall
Fair last weekend—a great
community event—and it too, is
made possible through the efforts of volunteers who are
members of the Fair Board.
And, I want to tip my hat to
Laurie Carriere, the volunteer
force behind the Annual Terry
Fox Run that took place at
North Gwillimbury Park on
Sunday, September 18.
This is a year-long planning and
organizing workout and Laurie’s commitment and caring
spirit is an inspiration to us all.
When she addressed the crowd

assembled at the park prior to
the walk this year, it was evident how much energy and
compassion she and her trusty
band of volunteers and supporters put into it. It was heart
warming to say the least.
The Town of Georgina is canvassing for nominations for
their Annual Volunteer Award
of Merit celebrations on November 29 and with the long list
of individuals who invest their
time and efforts for the betterment of the this community, I
can’t imagine the difficulty in
trying to pare that list down.
We are so very fortunate in this
community to have so many
individuals willing to give of
themselves for charity or service to the community. So
whether you are with a sports
club, a service club, a not-forprofit organization or simply
helping out to make a difference, I commend you all.

Karen Wolfe,
Editor.

Publisher/Editor
Karen Wolfe
(705) 437-1216
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca
Proofreader
Nancy Pickering
Advertising Sales & Inquiries
Karen Wolfe
(705) 437-1216
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca
Distribution Inquiries
The Georgina Post
17 Otter Cove
Pefferlaw, Ontario
L0E 1N0
(705) 437-1216
www.thegeorginapost.com
The Georgina Post publishes on
the 10th and 24th of every month
(except December 24) and is distributed throughout Georgina and
beyond. The contents of this publication are protected by copyright
and may only be used for personal
and non-commercial use. The
Pefferlaw Post accepts no responsibility for claims made for any
product or service reported or
advertised.

3

Firefighters agree on new contract
By Sandy Bolen
meaningful bargaining, it would
Georgina’s firefighters inked a have been a total waste of time
new deal that gives them an
when people at the table aren’t
11.84 per cent wage hike over even up to speed,” MacRae
four years.
said.
The deal is retroactive to 2013 However, when all parties fiand is costing the town about
nally came to the table, both
$1.1 million. It is anticipated
sides wanted a deal, according
there will be no impact on the
to MacRae, who added, this
2017 budget as funds have alwas the most “meaningful”
ready been set aside by the mu- round of negotiations he has
nicipality to cover the increased been involved in.
costs, according to Ken Turriff, “Both sides gave up concescommunications manager for
sions and a deal was made,”
the Town of Georgina.
MacRae said.
As of Oct. 1, a first-class fireThe ink will barely get a chance
fighter will make $95,362 anto dry on this contract before
nually.
negotiations get underway for
“We’re finally at parity (with
the next one, which is expected
the rest of the N6) for the first
to start in November.
time since our union formed in “It should be very smooth next
1996, which was always our
round because it’s almost like
goal,” said Tim MacRae, presi- bargaining again,” MacRae
dent of the Georgina Professaid.
sional Fire Fighters
Association.
What first-class firefighters in York
The department has Region’s N6 make annually:
44 full-time fireCentral York (Aurora and Newmarket):
fighters as well as a
$93,022
number of paid volEast Gwillimbury: $86,120
unteers.
Georgina: $95,360
The deal took four
Whitchurch-Stouffville: $95,361
years to finalize
because initial nego- In 2015, the Georgina fire department
tiations were slowed responded to 2,050 emergency calls. Cendown by the previ- tral York firefighters responded to 4,409,
ous agreement,
while East Gwillimbury attended approxiwhich also took four mately 1,000 incidents. Whitchurchyears to settle. There Stouffville’s firefighters responded to
was an election and 1,277 emergencies. East Gwillimbury,
a new fire chief and Georgina and Whitchurch-Stouffville are
deputy chief were
all composite departments, which means
also hired.
they have full-time firefighters as well as
“In order to have
paid volunteers.
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Harvestfest at the Village
Bravo to everyone who braved the inclement weather to celebrate Harvestfest at the Georgina Pioneer Village on Saturday,
September 10.
Photos: (Top) A weaving exhibit at the village where visitors
were given a demonstration and tutorial on how cloth was made
in pioneer days.
(Centre) Junior Fair Ambassador Maddie Grossi prepares to
serve tea to guests at the Noble House.
(Bottom) The Black River Chorus Barbershop singers did a
fantastic job singing in vocal harmony during their repertoire of
traditional a cappella songs.

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Harvestfest at Uptown Keswick
Visitors to the Uptown Keswick Harvest Festival were able to
stroll along the Queensway and Simcoe St. and visit the dozens
of exhibits staged to celebrate the harvest season.
Photos:
(Top) Five year-old Alexa Murray takes an exciting ride on the
shoulders of a unicyclist before a crowd of onlookers.
(Centre) Visitors drop by to watch the trains travel along an 18
foot railway exhibit constructed by members of the Midland
District Railway Club.
(Bottom) Despite the rainy weather, visitors were able to explore
the various artisan and food vendor exhibits and activities such
as face painting, wall climbing, mini putt, horse drawn wagon
rides and Farmer’s Market.
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Growth prompts ward boundary review
There wasn’t a lot of interest
from the public at a Ward Review Open House held at the
Link on Saturday, September
17 but those who did attend
were given an indepth look at
some of the options being considered.
The Town of Georgina is conducting a review of the existing ward boundaries in an attempt to find greater parity in
population numbers across its
five ward voting system.
Currently Keswick, with a
population of close to 30,000
residents and growing, is tipping the electorate distribution
scale well above that of other
wards. With only two ward
councillors representing these
constituents, the hunt is on to
find a model that will meet the
“effective representation” principle among all wards.
Dr. Robert Williams of Watson
& Associates presented four

279

options to be considered—two
with redrawn boundaries in
five wards, one with six wards
and one with seven wards.
Ward

Population*

1

15,950

2

11,210

3

8,160

4

10,685

5

7,660

*Current population distribution

Some of the principles guiding
the review include keeping
communities of interest together, recognizing future
growth and using physical features as natural boundaries.
The initial review report can be
found on the Town’s website
at www.georgina.ca/municipal
-government/elections/2016electoral-review.
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Budget Review/Council Highlights
Staff reported the mid-year financial
status to council on September 21 and
pointed out that both the Link and the
ROC amenities will fall short of their
predicted revenues for 2016.
Total ROC revenues were budgeted at
$533,950 and as of June 30, revenues
received totalled $310,432.94. Specifically the tube and terrain park is expected to generate $317,250 in sales but
staff reported, “With the mild and short
winter season at the beginning of 2016 it
is anticipated that the revenue targets
will not be achieved.” The tube and terrain park has generated $183,706 within
the first six months of the year. Recreation staff anticipate presenting a future
report to council to explore tube and
terrain opportunities year round.
Staff also reported losses at the canteen
and the Town’s catering functions for
weddings and special events. Council
agreed to eliminate both catering functions at the chalet and the snack bar services at the canteen. The canteen will be
stripped of food service equipment and
repurposed as a rental facility.
Lease revenues at the Link have also
fallen short of budgeted income. With
only one tenant currently on-site the
budgeted revenues of $100,560 will not
be achieved as only $7,524 was received
by the end of June.
Fines and your property taxes
The Town of Georgina will sign an
agreement with York Region whereby
unpaid Provincial Offences Act (POA)
fines throughout the region, such as
parking tickets, speeding and other offences will be added to property taxes
for collection. However, the property
must be solely owned by the POA offender before the fine can be applied and
collected via property taxes.
Canada 150 celebration in Georgina
The Town of Georgina will partner with
the Ontario Water Centre in a grant
funding application of $69,700 to fund a
Canada 150 project in 2017. The monies
will be used to propagate seeds from an
historic maple tree located at the Clear
Water Farm property and produce seedlings that will be planted at the Link and
the Georgina Pioneer Village. The grant
application will support a list of events
which include a community-wide open
house and meal at the Clear Water Farm,

a seed bearer’s canoe trip from the
farm to the Link
together with Canada Day celebrations at the ROC.
The Town currently
has an operating
budget for Canada
Day celebrations of
$35,000.00.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Grandma Marilyn wants to
extend loving Birthday
Wishes to Juleah Verdoold
who turned five years old on
September 17. Happy belated
birthday, Juleah!
For those of you interested in
the Beaton fill operation on
Smith Blvd., council will be
receiving a staff report on
October 26 when Mr. Beaton
applies to extend his site alteration contract to finish
dumping 680,000 cubic metres of fill on his property
located at 3333 Old Homestead Rd.
It was reported at council on
September 14 that the Federal
Government has finally
agreed to divest themselves of
the Mossington Wharf. The
Town will take ownership of
the wharf on March 31, 2017
and the divestiture agreement
will put $330,000 in Georgina’s hands to upgrade the

wharf and dredge the mouth
of the Black River.
And don’t forget that the
Mossington Bridge is undergoing some restoration work
and the bridge will be closed
for 60 days starting on September 19.

Robert and Sheila Gergen are
very proud to announce the
engagement of our daughter
Samantha Ann to Dennis
Lloyd MacKenzie. We are
very happy for you both.
Love Dad and Mom xoxo
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Georgina runs marathon of hope

Over the years since Terry Fox was
forced to end his courageous Marathon
of Hope in 1980 to raise money for cancer research, participants in the annual
Terry Fox Run in Georgina have raised
over half a million dollars. This year
organizer Laurie Carriere (photo above)
is expecting the monies raised throughout Georgina will match Terry’s dream
of $1.00 for every resident.
One of those caring and inspiring individuals is Bill Shaw, 31, (photo right)
who is fighting to recover from a brain
injury. Bill sidelined his wheelchair to
tackle the route with a walker and raised
$750.00. Cheers to all involved!

‘No Way!’ for inconvenience store
A number of neighbours living
close to the Hasty Market Convenience Store on Dalton Rd. in
Jackson’s Point are opposed to
plans to redevelop the property
to erect a gas bar, a drive-thru
coffee shop and a convenience
store.
Although the Hasty Market
Convenience store property is
currently zoned to permit these
types of commercial activities,
the scope of the project required the owner, Yash18 Limited, to purchase the abutting
residential property to the north
and apply for it to be commercially zoned as well.
At a September 14 Public
Meeting, staff presented a report to council detailing the
revised proposal and the
owner’s request for rezoning to
provide adequate space for the
proposed commercial redevelopment. The report noted that
recent conversations had been
initiated with Tim Horton’s in
an attempt to secure them as the

tenant for the drive-thru portion
of the development. However,
staff felt the drive-thru facility
would have a detrimental impact on site circulation and
overall functionality.
Neighbours in attendance at the
meeting agreed and lined up to
voice their concerns.
Allison and Greg Sanford said
their concerns ranged from the
dangers posed from increased
traffic, light and noise pollution
and the potential decrease in
property values.
“This impacts our way of life
quite a bit,” Ms. Sanford said.
Glen Hazen, a 47 year resident
of the area said, “No way. I
strongly oppose this,” adding
the increase in traffic would
create a dangerous corner for
all users.
Council asked staff to schedule
another public meeting and
produce a report which addresses the concerns raised by
the public.
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The opening ceremonies for the 2017
Senior Games on September 15 at the
ROC chalet (photo left) was the launch
pad for 34 events being held over four
weeks of competition.
According to games organizers, registration for the events is on-going and
they traditionally attract approximately
600 entrants.
(Photo above) The first event on the
schedule was a lawn bowling competition held at the Georgina Lawn Bowling
Club on September 15.

Fellini Fine Wines in Keswick cut the cake and raised a glass to
mark the company’s 20 year anniversary in Keswick. Mayor
Margaret Quirk and councillor Dave Neeson were on hand to
offer congratulations to proprietor Dan Fellini, his family and
staff.
Since Mr. Fellini opened the store in 1996, another five stores
have been added—Beaverton, two in Orillia, Sutton and Barrie.
Fellini Fine Wines is a supplier of craft wine making kits, instruction and equipment.

Mabel Garcia (centre left) is assisted by Mayor Margaret Quirk
(centre right), councillors, friends and family members as she
cuts the ribbon for the grand opening of her new retail venture
known as Uptown Gift and Décor in Keswick. Ms. Garcia acquired the Queensway business formerly known as the Keswick
General Store.
Held in conjunction with the Keswick Harvest Festival on Saturday, September 17, visitors enjoyed a piece of cake and in-store
specials.
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163rd edition of
the Beaverton Fall
Fair

Despite the rain, bikes and riders for the Mayor’s First
Annual Motorcycle Ride travelled 200 kilometres throughout the region to raise approximately $1,500 each for the
Georgina Food Pantry and the Animal Shelter. Above, (L to
R) Councillor Sebo, Mayor Quirk and Glen Dixon display
the $500 worth of gift card donations from Giant Tiger.

While attendance to the
Beaverton Fall Fair on
Saturday, September 17
was light due to the rain,
visitors on Friday and
Sunday took advantage
of sunny skies to visit the
exhibits, have fun on the
carnival rides and participate in competitions
and events.
(Top photo) Emily Lau
and friend Lorelie Carleton take a ride on the
flying swings.
(Centre photo) Todd Andrews demonstrates his
wood carving skills as he
uses a chain saw to carve
a bear.
(Bottom photo) Connor
Beddows drags a 600
pound weight 105 feet
with his lawn tractor in
the Junior division of the
popular Lawn Tractor
pull.

The community congregated at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall on
Saturday, September 17 for dinner and entertainment as
part of the celebration to recognize 60 years of service by
the Pefferlaw and District Lions Club.
Above, past and present members who have served as
President of the service club over the years were on hand to
recognize the milestone.
(Left to Right) Don Philp, Ted Rennie, John Dalimore, Bill
Guy, Dave Harding, Barry Emerson and Warren Pettifer.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Annual PAR low-cost Rabies Clinic will
be held at the Pefferlaw Fire Hall on Sat.
Sept. 24 from 10:00 am to noon. All Georgina pets are welcome and the $25 fee helps
support the PAR Family Picnic.

Attend Michele Sharpes Art Social at the
Nouish Community Hub in Cannington Fri.
Sept. 30 from 7 to 9 pm.

This is always a great cultural event. The
Georgina Island POW WOW will be held on
Sept. 24 and 25 at Sibbald Point Provincial
Park opening at 12 noon on Saturday.

The Udora United Church Fall Bazaar will be
held on Sat. Oct 1 from 9 am to 2 pm. Over
20 vendors. Antiques, baked goods, etc.

If you are over 65 (or close to it) and ever
resided in Keswick you are invited to the
Knox United Church will hold its 3rd Annual Keswick Reunion at the Keswick United
Pig Roast at the Pefferlaw Hall on Sat. Sept. Church on Sat. Oct. 1 for a potluck lunch and
24 at 6:30 pm.
visit from 1 to 5 pm.

The Village of Brechin is hosting a ScareThe Georgina Studio Tour gets under way on crow Festival on Sat. Oct. 1 from 10:00 am to
Sat. Sept. 24 for two days and should be your 4:00 pm at the Brechin Ball Park.
fall weekend destination for a self-guided art
The Annual Georgina Harvest Dinner will be
tour.
held on Sat. Oct. 1 at the Link at 5:30 pm.
The Georgina Fire Department will recognize
Come out to the Georgina Brock Garden
Fire Safety Week with an Open House at the
Club meeting at the Wilfrid Hall on Mon.
Sutton fire hall on Sat. Sept. 24 at 9:00 pm.
Oct. 3 at 7:30. Silent auction to follow.
Bring your resumes to the Link on Sept. 28
Georgina Pins and Needles will meet at 7 pm
from 10 am to 1 pm for the yorkworks Job
on Tues. Oct. 4 at Knox United Church.
Fair.
Christ Church at Roches Pt. will host a
An eight week grief education and support
Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale on Sat. Oct.
program hosted by Hospice Georgina runs
Wednesday evenings from Sept 28 to Nov. 16 22 from 8 am to 1 pm.
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.

Pefferlaw Lioness Club welcomes you to the
Craft & Hobby Show on Sat. Oct. 29 from 9
am to 2 pm. Vendors call (905) 722-7413.

The monthly Udora Leaskdale Lions Club
dinners begin on Friday, Sept. 30 at 5:30 pm.
All monthly dinners will be on the last Friday Keswick United Church will host an Autumn
of the month.
Bazaar on Sat. Oct. 29 from 8 am to noon.
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Last issue: ropes, climb, rocks

