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Council approves loan to bail out Georgina Arts Centre & Gallery
Until a staff report making recommendations on the future of the Georgina Arts
Centre and Gallery (GACG) makes its way
to an upcoming agenda for council consideration, council has agreed to loan up to
$66,000 to help the gallery meet its financial obligations going forward.
Board members John McLean and Doris
Keppler told council on September 16 that
the extenuating circumstances which have
plagued the gallery throughout 2015 means
the gallery requires an emergency influx of
$66,000 to meet their monthly expenses
until year end.
“At this time, with no additional financial
options, we will not be able to make our
payroll for months’ end,” council was advised. “Additional operating costs such as
payment to co-op artists and suppliers cannot be met.”
Council was told that the “financial
straights” currently facing the gallery are
the result of a series of unknowns and uncertainties relating to:
a) the current condition of the Townowned building—the roof leaks and updates are required to meet fire code regulations;
b) relocation to the LINK—no decision
has been taken to determine if the Centre
stays where it is or relocates to the LINK;

c) absence of a service agreement with the
Town—to formalize the GAC’s relationship with the Town and detail the value of
services it provides on the Town’s behalf.
According to Ms. Keppler, grants have
always been a key funding source for the
GAC. However, the new Ontario Trillium
Fund (OTF) structure requires applicants
to provide a five year business plan and
lease to qualify for an OTF grant.

“We continue to re-hang and
remove paintings in danger of
damage from that area daily as
needed when it rains.”
John McLean
“As you are aware, we have been in discussions for over two years with the Town
vis a vis our possible relocation to the
Link. This has made it very difficult for the
GAC to do any long term strategic plan
development, apply for possible grants
(grants have always been a part of our major core funding) and as well, causing uncertainty among community members as to
future programming,” she said adding,
“Due to the instability of a permanent loca-

tion and as a result of not having any
signed agreement with the municipality,
we have been declared ineligible to pursue
any grants.”
In August, council agreed to spend
$40,000 to fix the gallery roof but that decision is being held in abeyance as council
has since decided to hold off until the future of the GAC has been determined.
This decision was strongly opposed by Mr.
McLean who said the roof was due for
replacement in 2007 and all “stopgap
patching” done since has failed to stop the
leaks.
“This roof has leaked on and off for many
years and we have been advised that the
roof insulation has been compromised,”
Mr. McLean said adding, “We continue to
re-hang and remove paintings in danger of
damage from that area daily as needed
when it rains.”
Every year, the GAC receives an annual
stipend from the Town’s cultural budget. It
started out at $30,000 in 2006 and over the
years has steadily increased to $90,000 and
when combined with the current $66,000
shortfall, the roof expense and fire code
upgrades, council could be looking at a
2015 expenditure of close to $220,000.00
or more.
Continued on page 4...
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Declaring a Conflict of Interest is
a personal decision
After the agenda is adopted by
council at each council meeting,
the Mayor will ask if there is a
declaration of pecuniary interest.
In other words, she wants council members to let her know if
they feel they have a conflict of
interest in any of the agenda
items to be discussed.
No one can make that determination except the council members
themselves. And once declared,
the member is excused from
participating in any discussion or
decision on the matter.
A conflict of interest declaration
doesn’t have to mean there is a
question of gain or loss monetarily—many times council members will declare a conflict based
on their interpretation of the public’s perception of a potential
conflict.
For example, Mayor Quirk declared a conflict at every meeting
when the Canada Post plan for
community mail boxes was discussed because she owns property along one of the routes that
is being converted to a community mailbox. Although there
was never any question of a financial gain or loss in this case,
Mayor Quirk decided to err on
the safe side of caution by declaring a conflict and she stayed
out of any discussion regarding
the matter. It was simply the
admirable and right thing to do.
Now, I will bring the discussion
around to our Ward 5 councillor,
David Harding.
Prior to being elected last November, Mr. Harding had served
our community with distinction
for close to 45 years as a Pefferlaw volunteer firefighter. Over
the years, his service and contribution to the department earned
him the command of Captain of
the Pefferlaw volunteer force.
(Keep in mind that members of
the volunteer force are considered part-time firefighters and
they are paid a minimum of $35
an hour whenever they are on a
call.)
Since his election, Mr. Harding
has been reluctant to formally
retire from the force due to the
fact that his 45th anniversary of

service would be awarded during
2015. And that is perfectly understandable—he deserves to be
recognized for that service and I
have no issue with him hanging
in there for that rare and distinguished citation.
However, on September 16
council members went into
closed session to discuss collective bargaining for the Georgina
Professional Fire Fighters Association and Mr. Harding did not
declare a conflict of interest on
the matter.
Granted, his participation in the
discussion may not influence the
outcome either way and maybe
there is no conflict legally, but it
is the perception of his being a
party to the discussion that
comes under scrutiny in my
opinion.
Until he decides to retire from
the Georgina fire department he
should definitely refrain from
participating in any discussions
relating to the firefighters or the
department. It’s simply a matter
of optics.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Town reduces Smith Blvd. speed limit
Smith Blvd. resident Ted Lyddiatt said
“it’s a start” when he heard the Town of
Georgina had passed a by-law to reduce
the speed limit from 80 to 50 km/h on his
street.
Mr. Lyddiatt and his neighbours were at
council on September 9 looking for solutions to address speed, safety and nuisance
issues relating to the legal fill operation on
the north side of Smith Blvd. east of Park
Rd. It is estimated that truck traffic on the
road results in more than 900 plus dump
truck passes every month.
Both the Town and neighbourhood residents agree that the Smith Blvd. country
road was not built to accommodate the
increase in truck traffic it currently carries
and Mr. Lyddiatt says it now owns the
distinction as the “worst road in Georgina.”
However, the Town has been reluctant to
reconstruct it while the fill operation license is in effect and it has been cold
patching it on a regular basis.
“If you knew Smith Blvd. was not built to
handle these large trucks, why was the
permit issued in the first place,” asked Mr.
Lyddiatt.

According to the fill license issued to Tom
Beaton four years ago, the Town is to receive $0.50 per cu. metre of fill brought
into the site and the license approved a
total of 680,000 cu. metres. To date, the
Town estimates that only 14,306 cu. metres have been brought in and by the time
the license expires in November 2016,
only 31 per cent of the originally approved
volume will have been hauled to the site.
In addition to concerns over the state of the
road, residents also expressed concerns
over safety, speeding
and the quality of fill
being dumped. And,
they specifically said
“no” to any plans of
extending the terms of
the license when it
expires in 2016.
“It is not the fault of
the taxpayers of Georgina that Beaton can’t
make his quota in the
time allotted to him,”
Mr. Lyddiatt said .
Mayor Margaret Quirk

said a more fulsome discussion regarding
the renewal of the contract would be required especially in light of the fact that
the Town would be bringing in a new fill
by-law.
In the interim, council directed staff to
contact York Regional Police to discuss
speed enforcement and to consult with Mr.
Beaton the option of using Old Homestead
Road as an additional route to the fill site
to help minimize the number of trucks
travelling along Smith Blvd.
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Tennyson Tidbits
The Georgina Chamber of
Commerce has scheduled an
all-party federal candidates
debate on Thurs. Sept. 24 at
Keswick High School. The
debate will begin at 7:00 pm
sharp.
We want to send out our very
special birthday greetings to
June McPhail who turns 87 on
September 29. June will celebrate the occasion with family
and friends at the Anchor Restaurant on Saturday, September 26. Cheers to you, June!
They’re not twins, but longtime friends Rod Baker and
Barry Lance celebrated their
“Big 5-0” birthdays together
with family and friends on
Saturday, September 19. Congratulations to you both!
And, special birthday greetings go out to Joan Schell on
Friday, September 25 when
she celebrates her 82nd birthday. Cheers Joan!
Congratulations go out to Andrea O’Neill and Mike God-

frey on their engagement.
Family and friends will help
them celebrate their upcoming
nuptials with a Hallowe’en
Jack and Jill on October 31
from 8:00 pm to 1:00 pm.

Special hugs go out to Christine Chadwick of Port Bolster
who hosted a neighbourhood
birthday party to recognize the
hard work and support of two
life-long residents, Peter and
Paul Prohney. “These are two
of the nicest guys you’ll ever
meet and they have helped so
many people in the area, they
deserve to have something just
for them,” Christine said.
“They are the hardest workers
in the world and they work for
everyone around here and ask
for nothing in return.”

GAC in financial distress
Continued from page 1.
Although council approved
only those upgrades that were
“absolutely necessary” going
forward, they were reluctant
to approve any major repairs
or improvements to the building until a full accounting of
the fate and future location of
the GAC was investigated by
staff and reported back to
council.
Currently the GAC has been
operating at arms length from
the Town of Georgina and has
been developing business
plans and programming based
on direction from its own
Board of Directors. However,
Mr. McLean said the original
intent was to have the GAC
operate as an “arm” of the
Leisure Services department.
CAO Winanne Grant wanted
clarification from council on
that point saying if the GAC
was indeed an “arm of the

Leisure Services department”
the Town would require more
input into a business plan and
would want to determine the
level of programming offered.
“We need to clarify before we
work on the report. We have a
disconnect. I need to know if
we are working on the premise that the art gallery operation and the provision of the
service is an arm of Leisure
Services because if it is an
arm of Leisure Services, the
business plan would not be
prepared and submitted by the
art gallery. The business plan
would be a joint effort of the
two partners.”
Ms. Grant said a considerable
amount of time would be required to work out the relationship matrix but GAC operations and the level of business continuity that could be
delivered, would need to be
established in the meantime.
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2016 budget bent—no new major projects
Members of council were unanimous in
their direction to staff as the 2016 draft
budget formulations get underway. Their
over-riding theme is to stay the course and
not include any new major projects.
“My primary request would be to focus on
maintaining the existing service level and
finding any savings where we can and not
embark on any new projects,” said Ward 1
Councillor Naomi Davison. “I think we
have far too much on the go already.”
Mayor Quirk agreed. “We have enough big
projects on our plate now. Let’s try and get
those done and some of the studies we
committed to last year.”
In keeping with this tone, Ward 2 Councillor Dan Fellini asked for two small projects
to be included in next year’s budget. He
suggested solar lights be installed at a local
park and wanted accessibility protocols
along a pathway in his riding.
Dave Neeson, Ward 3 Councillor kept his
list simple as well and said, “I’d like to not
embark on any large projects. We’ve got
quite a few irons in the fire such as looking
at a MURC and a sustainability study for
the Civic Centre. I’d like to see a conclusion to the customer service strategy.”

Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo tried to go
along with the crowd but referring to the
water main breaks on Dalton Rd. he said
“big projects have a way of presenting
themselves,” adding, there are infrastructure issues in Sutton that will need attention in 2016 and they include sidewalks.
According to Dave Harding, Councillor for
Ward 5 he wants to see the conclusion of
two project already on the books in his
ward—Station Rd. sidewalks and a roof for
the Pefferlaw Ice Pad. He said he is also
eager to get the business park in Keswick
moving forward and he advised council to
expect a petition from some youth in his
ward for a skate park.
Regional Councillor Dan Wheeler also
went along with the theme of restraint by
saying, “I think for this year we should
look at maintaining existing service and
capital levels in general and move forward
with projects already identified so they are
done sometime near the time people would
expect. As far as staff requests, I would
hope directors would bring forth only
needs, no wants, in order to operate efficiently.”

Fair Fun roars into Beaverton

Beaverton welcomed the 162nd edition of the Beaverton Fall
Fair for three days from September 18 to 20. Among the familiar agricultural and farm stock events, the Beaverton Agricultural Society recognized the 100th Anniversary of the
4H Club in Canada.
Above, Mackenzie Breedon successfully completes a full 100
ft. pull in a competition of stock garden tractors. Pulling a
weight of 600 lbs. in his class, Mackenzie captured first prize
while Daniel Childs came in second with a pull of 88’11”
and Curtis Misner pulled 85’5” to come home with a third
place finish.

Let the Games begin...

Organizers, conveners and dignitaries
alike were on hand at the Pefferlaw
Lions Community Centre on Tuesday, September 22 to cut the ribbon
and officially open the 2015 Georgina
Senior Games.
The games will feature over 30 events
for which there are 515 entries. New
events include Bocce Ball, Snooker,
Archery and doubles Tennis.
This is the 21st year that Georgina
has hosted the games and the Director
of Recreation and Culture Robin
McDougall told the crowd it was all
about making new friends and having
some fun. The competition runs for
more than five weeks with closing
ceremonies on Tuesday, October 27.
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Georgina shows off ‘Horn of Plenty’ during Uptown Keswick Harvest
The fall harvest season got off to a spirited start on
September 12 with the Uptown Keswick Harvest
Festival.
Photos:
(Left) Gail O’Connor stops by a fresh vegetable
display set up on Simcoe Street to purchase a few
staples from the garden.
(Bottom Centre) Cooper Stewart, 6, (left) and his
cousin Hannah Stewart, 6, (right) give a donkey a
bit of love and little food.
(Right) Two year-old Max Tweddell and his sister
don’t seem too intimidated by the height of the man
about to step over them.
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Festival and 40th Anniversary of Harvest Festival at Pioneer Village
Saturday, September 19 brought folks out to the Pioneer Village to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of its inception and the start of Harvest Festival celebrations in Georgina.
Photos: Left, Birch O’Brien from Baldwin displays his 1898 corn grinder. Top Centre, Wayne
Sedore discusses trapping at Trapper’s Cabin. Top Right: Voices of Georgina perform in the
church. Bottom Centre, Visitors dress up in pioneer clothing for a portrait. Bottom Right:
Hazel Kett (left) and Estelle LeMaire demonstrate their quilting skills at the Quilters Cabin.
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POW WOW at Sibbald’s Pt. Provincial Park

These two beautiful ladies, all dressed in traditional native clothing were part of a colourful and ceremonial First Nations celebration at Sibbald Point Provincial Park on Saturday and Sunday,
September 12 and 13.
(Left) Penny Trumble and (right) Sandra Big Canoe were part of
the Chippewas of Georgina Island 2015 Pow Wow which was set
to the theme of “Minaadenmangidowaa zhaazhi gaa-maajaajig”
which means “Honouring our Ancestors”. During the two-day
event visitors were treated to First Nations dance, drumming,
crafts and food.
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Resident warned not to work on vehicles at home
Peter Leach was more than a little surprised
to learn that he could not work on his own
vehicle in his own driveway.
According to a registered letter he received
from the Town, he is to cease mechanical
activities which contravenes by-law 500
Section 10.2 immediately.
Mr. Leach said he was visited by a Georgina law enforcement officer on Tuesday,
September 8 and was told the Town had
received a compliant that he was operating
a mechanical garage.
“That is not true,” Mr. Leach says. “I own a
truck, a car, a snowmobile and a fourwheeler and I only work on my own stuff,”
he said.
But Mr. Leach was advised that performing
those mechanical operations was in contravention of the by-law and that a Towninspection would be conducted on September 25 to determine compliance with the
Town’s regulation.
“This is ludicrous,” Mr. Leach said.
A life-long resident of Jackson’s Point, Mr.
Leach has lived on Franklin Beach for the
past 12 years and continues to live the lakeside existence he has always known.
“I am not going to change what I do,” he

says.
Although he considers the by-law to be a
‘city by-law’ and not conducive to the
country life-style Georgina is known for, he
says he understands the issues Georgina
residents are facing in the subdivisions that
are very close together.
“Those houses are packed so close together
and the lots are only 30 feet wide but I have
a six car driveway,” he said.
He says his long-term neighbours have
signed a petition supporting him and suspects the complaint is coming from new
neighbours who
don’t understand
country living.
Ryan Cronsberry,
Georgina’s Chief Bylaws Officer says
there is a by-law that
restricts mechanical
activities in residential areas but he says
the by-law is there to
capture the individual
who goes beyond the
small, personal mechanical repair.

“The by-law is there to capture and cover
the people who are chronically doing vehicle repairs,” Mr. Cronsberry said. “We
need to look at everything independently
and it is not for people doing one offs.”
Mr. Cronsberry said technically, repairing a
flat tire in a home garage could be considered being in violation of the by-law.
However, that is not the type of activity the
by-law was meant to deter.
“If vehicle repairs are going on all the time,
that is not permitted,” he says. “The by-law
keeps uses in line with the Official Plan.”
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A Marathon of Hope for 35 years
With 400 in attendance the 35th
Anniversary of the Terry Fox
Marathon of Hope set off from
North Gwillimbury Park to
raise over $24,000 on Sunday,
September 20.
Organizer Laurie Carriere was
overwhelmed by the response
and says the event this year had
one of the highest
number of participants in the
event’s Georgina
history .
“Every cent
counts, every
dollar counts but
most importantly,
every person
counts and together we make a
tremendous difference and honour and help
those who have
fought, those

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

who fight and those who have
conquered.”
Ms. Carriere gave a shout out
to the volunteers and supporters
who helped to make the day a
huge success. “Heartfelt thanks
to Georgina Terry Fox run participants, donators, supporters
and volunteers.”
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Dozens of paddlers took a tour
Up the Maskinonge on Saturday, September 12
and witnessed the
many projects that
have been federally funded to help
improve the quality of water.
Congratulations to Doris
Beare who is celebrating
her 100th birthday. Ms.
Beare says the celebrations have been on-going
with a luncheon at Club
55 in Sutton on September
10 and a community celebration at the Egypt Hall
on September 12.
In the photo, Ms. Beare
seated on the left poses
with her four daughters,
(left to right) Cathy Rennie, Wendy Hansen,
Shirley Corner and Karen
Henry.

Hairdresser Dan Swanek holds up the pony tail
Christie Gray, a financial services representative
at the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce
(CIBC) in Pefferlaw donated to help make wigs
for cancer patients.
Christie first began her pony tail challenge three
years ago when she cut her hair after raising
$1,700 in pledges from customers.
This year her challenge brought in $2,400.00 for
this cause. Christie will also run in the CIBC
Run for the Cure on October 4.
Way to go, Christie!

(Right) Veterinarian Dr.
Michael McNeil gives
Dixie her annual rabies
shot at the Pefferlaw
Ratepayers Annual Rabies Clinic on Saturday,
September 19,
Dr. McNeil said there
has been very few incidences of rabies in the
area since the government began sponsoring
rabies vaccine for foxes
in the 1990s. However,
that program was cancelled this year and as a
result, he says we may
start seeing an increase.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements

Don’t forget the Udora Leasdale Lions club
Spaghetti Dinner on Sept. 25 from 5:30 to
7:30 pm at the Udora Hall.

Don’t miss Hospice Georgina’s 4th Annual
Box Lunch Auction on Tues. Oct. 13 from
11:00 to 1:00 pm. (905) 722-9333.

Cannington is hosting Brock Culture Days on
Sept 26 from 1:00 am to 4:00 pm. Fun and
free activities for all.

You can’t miss the Georgina Pins & Needles
Quilt Show at the Kin Hall on Sat. Oct. 17
from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Take all your bottles, cans and wine bags to
the Pefferlaw Lions Hall on Sat. Sept. 26 for
the Air Cadets Bottle Drive - 10 am to 4 pm.

On Sat. Oct. 17 the LSRCA is hosting a free
walking tour of York private and public forests. Register at yourtour.eventbrite.ca
Or call Jen at 1 (800) 465-0437 ex. 121.

Vendors, demos & activities for women of all
ages at the Stilettos & Sneakers show on Sat.
Sept. 26 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. At the
Georgina Ice Palace in Keswick.
The ever-popular Georgina Studio Tour &
Sale should be your destination on Sat. Sept.
26 and Sun. Sept. 27.

The Keswick United Church Sunday Afternoon Concert on Sun. Oct. 18 will feature
Voices of Joy at 3:00 pm. Tickets $20. Call
(905) 476-5532.
Hospice Georgina invites you to register for
their 8-week grief support program from Oct.
20 to Dec. 8. Call (905 722-9333

On Sept. 27 at 9:15 a.m. Virginia United
Church will be celebrating the season of CreaThe Pefferlaw Lioness is inviting all vendors
tion with a Blessing of the Animals Service.
to their Craft and Hobby Show to be held at
The Beaverton/Thorah/Eldon Historical Soci- the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre on
ety discusses one room rural schools at 2:00
Saturday, October 24. Please call (705) 437pm at the Meeting Place in Beaverton on Sun.
1552 to participate.
Sept. 27.
The Sutton Legion is hosting a Halloween
Georgina Fire Halls Open House—Sutton,
Dance on Sat. Oct. 31 at 8:00 pm. Free admisSept. 30—5:30 to 8:00 pm; Pefferlaw, Oct.
sion, entertainment and prizes for best cos1—5:30 to 8:00 pm; Keswick, Oct 3—10:00
tume.
am to 2:00 pm.
The Keswick United Church Autumn Bazaar
Look for York Region Police volunteers on
will be held from 8:00 am to noon on Sat. Oct.
Sat. Oct. 3 at Zehrs in Keswick for their
31.
Thanksgiving Food Drive—9 am to 4 pm.
The Sutton Kinette Club is looking for all
crafters to participate in their annual craft
show on October 3 at the Kin Hall. Contact
Heather Dun (905) 722-7624 to reserve.

Classified Ads
Employment Opportunity—Live-in/Out Superintendent

The Pefferlaw & Lions Housing Corporation (Rixon Manor), a not-for-profit seniors residence, requires a full time Superintendent responsible for protecting, maintaining and
The Sisters in Spirit Annual Vigil will be held cleaning of the building, related systems and grounds, ensuring the safety and comfort of
tenants. Responsibilities: specific tasks include minor plumbing, electrical, carpentry reat Loretto Maryholme on Sun. Oct. 4 from
pairs and unit renovation; day to day maintenance; capital planning and support of admin4:00 to 5:00 pm in Roches Point.
istrator, reporting to Board of Directors. Required Experience: plumbing, electrical, dryGeorgina Brock Garden Club will meet at 7:30 wall/painting, carpentry; water testing certification (can be trained); basic computer literpm in Wilfrid Hall on Mon. Oct. 5 for the
acy and interpersonal skills. Required Education: Grade 12; Limited Service Water SubFlower and Vegetable Show.
system Certification (preferred). Compensation: Salary + live-in apartment or equivalent.
Georgina Pins & Needles invites you to Knox Applicant Information: Submit Resumes/CV with cover letter by mail or fax to Pefferlaw
& Lions Housing Corporation, attention Board of Directors — Superintendent Position to:
United Church on Oct. 6 for a quilting ruler
demonstration by Edith Kozma of the Quilting lionshousing@gmail.com; fax (705) 437-1979. 2 or 3 references & police clearance required. Deadline Oct. 1, 2015, 5 pm. Only those selected for interview will be contacted.
Gnome.

 Life Insurance

