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It was Wednesday evening at 6:45 pm on 
February 29, 1956 when 42 community 
leaders sat down at the old  (Anne Noble) 
Pefferlaw Community Hall to receive a 
charter from Lions International to form 
the Pefferlaw and District Lions Club.  
Today, none of those charter members 
remain but the vision they had of dedicat-
ing their time and efforts for the betterment 
of the Pefferlaw communit, is still intact.  
The first president of the club was Elmer 
(El) Strongman, the owner and proprietor 
of a general store and post office located 
where the Pefferlaw Supermarket is now. 
One of the first orders of business for the 
new club was to provide the village with 
fire protection. Up until then whenever 
disaster struck, the telephone operator 
would sound the alarm and neighbours 
would form a pail brigade to douse the 
flames.  
The Club paid $400 in 1956 for a 1932 
Bickle fire truck purchased from the To-
ronto Fire Department and the Lions mem-
bers became the first volunteer firefighters 
in Pefferlaw.  
According to documents that have been 
meticulously archived by long-time Lion 
John Dallimore, this first brigade operated 
under the direction of Lion Jim Major who 
was a Toronto firefighter and the first Fire 
Chief was Lion President El Strongman.  

According to Mr. Dallimore, when the 
Club purchased the truck they also wanted 
to buy some used fire equipment for $200 
but they didn’t have the money. “So Ed 
Long cut us a cheque for $200 so we could 
buy the equipment,” he said.  
The formation of the Pefferlaw volunteer 
fire brigade was just the first in a long line 
of accomplishments the Pefferlaw and 
District Lions Club have delivered to the 
community.  
In those early days they went on to build 
the current fire hall, supported the Geor-
gina Township Police Band with instru-
ments and transportation for parades, they 
organized, sponsored and coached Peffer-
law’s own minor hockey team and in-
stalled indoor plumbing at the Community 
Hall.  
In order to fund these community improve-
ments, the Club spent countless hours or-
ganizing fundraising events. Of particular 
note was the Annual Pefferlaw Street 
Dance and Carnival, an event of legendary 
status.  
Today, residents of Pefferlaw can look 
around and easily pinpoint the physical 
contributions the Club’s enthusiasm and 
spirit helped to make happen.  
On April 17, 1976, they proudly opened 
the current Pefferlaw Lions Community 
Centre—a building paid for by the Lions 

which sits upon 32 acres of land on Pete’s 
Lane purchased by the Lions.  
In 1986, this property also became the site 
of a seniors’ residence known as Rixon 
Manor, a 26 apartment complex to provide 
aging Pefferlaw residents with the option 
of remaining in the community. The Pef-
ferlaw Lions Club Housing Committee 
along with then Councillor Edna Shepherd 
were charged with overseeing the design 
and construction of the complex.  
Three years later, the Club donated the 
land  where the Pefferlaw Library now sits. 
It opened on July 8, 1989.   
Not so visible are the hundreds of financial 
contributions made over the years to de-
serving groups, individuals, service clubs 
and institutions—South Lake Regional 
Health Centre, Muscular Dystrophy, bur-
saries, school breakfast programs, camps, 
guide dogs, Brownies, Sparks, hockey, 
soccer and baseball clubs to name but a 
few. 
The culmination of their contributions to 
the community over the past 60 years will 
be celebrated at the Pefferlaw Lions Com-
munity Hall on September 17. A social 
hour begins at 6:00 pm with dinner at 7:00 
followed by local entertainment. Tickets 
are $25.00. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
celebrate with these pillars of our commu-
nity and to thank them for their service.  



This year the Pefferlaw District 
Lions Club is celebrating 60 
years of service to this commu-
nity. And as a life-long resident 
of Pefferlaw, my childhood 
memories are jam-packed with 
images of the men and women 
who worked tirelessly to benefit  
this village.  
The first images that come to 
mind are of the Pefferlaw Street 
Dance and Carnival. I can see 
the snow fence that cordoned 
off the main street for dancing, 
the bales of hay for seating, I 
hear the country and western 
band...I remember winning my 
first stuffed animal at the birth-
day game and falling into a 
barrel of water when I was co-
erced to become a victim of the 
Dunk the Lion baseball throw.  
If I close my eyes I can see the 
low hanging clear light bulbs 
strung around the outdoor skat-
ing rink the Lions built behind 
the Belvedere. And I can see 
young teenagers at night prac-
ticing their skating skills while 
I tried to figure out how to 
warm frost bitten toes inside 
my ill-fitting skates. 
I have a ton of memories of the 
Georgina Township Police 
Band—a 120 member major-
ette, drum and fife corps spon-
sored by the Pefferlaw Lions. 
We practised on Tuesday and 
Friday nights and the Lions 
provided the funding for our 
uniforms, instruments and 
transportation to parades. What 
fun we had trying to do routines 
in sub-zero Christmas parade 
weather and trying to stay hy-
drated while on parade during 
hot summer festivals and fairs.  
In the years that I was growing 
up in Pefferlaw I remember 
how every business owner was 
a Lions member—it was sort of 
a Chamber of Commerce and 
Lions Club all rolled into one.  
While in school I worked at the 
Pefferlaw Telephone Office on 
evenings and weekends and 
whenever I had to press the fire 
alarm, I watched to see Bob 
Kibble, Jim Weir, El Strong-
man, Ralph Griffith and Jim 
Roberts leave their businesses 

and run to the fire hall.   
It is hard for me to put into 
words the gratitude and appre-
ciation I have for this Club and 
the work its members have 
done over the years on our be-
half.  
It wasn’t just the physical im-
provements they were responsi-
ble for over the years, it was 
also the sense of community 
and a spirit of friendship and 
camaraderie we felt as Pefferlo-
nians—something I am con-
vinced was due to their leader-
ship and generosity.  
I feel quite melancholy when I 
hear of service clubs suffering 
from dwindling membership 
and the Pefferlaw Lions Club is 
no exception.  
But there is a legacy here that 
the members feel duty bound to 
protect and prolong. They con-
tinue to live up to their “We 
Serve” motto and I continue to 
feel pride in their commitment 
to this community. 
 
Karen Wolfe, Editor.   

Publisher/Editor 
Karen Wolfe 

(705) 437-1216 
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca 

Proofreader 
Nancy Pickering 

Advertising Sales & Inquiries 
Karen Wolfe 

(705) 437-1216 
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca 

Distribution Inquiries 
The Georgina Post Offices: 

17 Otter Cove 
Pefferlaw, Ontario  

L0E 1N0 
(705) 437-1216 

www.thegeorginapost.com 
  

The Georgina Post publishes on 
the 10th and 24th of every month 
(except December 24) and is dis-
tributed throughout Georgina and 
beyond. The contents of this pub-
lication are protected by copyright 
and may only be used for personal 

and non-commercial use. The 
Georgina Post accepts no respon-
sibility for claims made for any 
product or service reported or 

advertised.  

They wrote the book on volunteerism  
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The “Forest of Possibilities”, a 
naturescaping project funded by 
the ReWilding Lake Simcoe 
program of the Ontario Water 
Centre, has been completed at 
the Link. 
Visitors to the Farmer’s Market 
on Sunday, September 4 were 
some of the first to experience 
the community gathering space 
that was designed to connect 
people with nature through the 

use of trees, grasses, plants, 
herbs and a colourful hard sur-
face. 
ReWilding Lake Simcoe was 
on hand to help visitors cele-
brate the completion of the 
$80,000 project. A game of 
‘Best Life’ croquet complete 
with scorecard and mallet en-
couraged residents to think and 
reflect on how the new space 
can help achieve a “best life’.  

Georgina celebrates Link Rewilding 

ATTENTION SENIORS 
Are you…. 

 a senior over 65 or a person on disability at any age?  
 living in York Region?  
 living on a household income of less than $77,500?  

If so, you may qualify for a Provincial Grant of $7,500 to upgrade 
safety features in your home or to do other repairs.  

For more information please call:  
Omni Works Senior Services at (416) 419-8866.  

Visitors to the Link’s newly landscaped space were invited to 
repurpose used and discarded items and create new garden ac-
cessories. 



We want to wish a very special 
lady a very Happy 101 Birthday 
on September 13.  
Doris Beare can be seen here 
busy at work on her favourite 
past time and hobby.  
Doris has been crocheting hats 
for cancer patients for years and 
according to her daughter, 
Karen Henry, it is impossible to 
determine how many she has 

made and distributed to local 
hospitals.  
“She really enjoys making these 
hats and often will do three of 
them in a day,” Ms. Henry said.  
The 106 hats captured in this 
photo were distributed to South 
Lake Hospital in Newmarket, 
Peterborough Cancer Centre, 
Oshawa Cancer Centre and 
Huntsville Hospital. 

Hats off to Doris Beare, 101  
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Proposed land use plans still need some work  
Unless the Town of Georgina can convince 
the province that “one size doesn’t fit all” 
before October 31, 2016, Georgina will be 
required to put more people into smaller 
spaces.  
That is the message that Harold Lenters, 
Georgina’s Director of Planning and Build-
ing, took to council on August 24  when he 
delivered an in-depth report on the prov-
ince’s recently released review of four land 
use documents: the 2016 Growth Plan; 
2016 Greenbelt Plan; the Oak Ridges Mo-
raine Conservation Plan; and the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan.  
According to Mr. Lenters, it is the proposed 
changes to both the Growth Plan and the 
Greenbelt Plan that will have the most dra-
matic effect in Georgina. Specifically, the 
Growth Plan proposes that new residential 
growth intensification targets will go up 
from the current 40 per cent to 60 per cent 
in built-up areas and density targets could 
rise from 50 to 80 residents for greenfield 
development areas (areas that have not yet 
been built out but are approved for develop-
ment).   
And, while these intensification and density 
targets could pose a real threat to the plan-
ning that has already gone into Georgina’s 
development, Mr. Lenters said the real im-

pacts are not known at this time. But the 
issue is raising concerns among each of the 
York Region municipalities.  
“We all believe preserving greenfield and 
not expanding is a good thing in theory,” he 
said. “But...there comes a point at the local 
level, right at the subdivision level and at 
the street level when you start pinching lot 
sizes, you start pinching road widths, you 
start pinching everything to jack up the 
densities...and the people get frustrated try-
ing to live in those communities and we get 
frustrated trying to service those communi-
ties,” he said. 
However, the Province is pushing ahead 
with the concept of “complete communi-
ties” which asks planning officials to con-
sider the close proximity of transportation 
corridors, employment opportunities, 
schools and cultural activities to their hous-
ing developments. “Complete communities 
encourage active transportation, like walk-
ing or biking, support public transit and 
provide opportunities for people to connect 
with one another. Complete communities 
are more compact, occupy less land, reduce 
the costs of infrastructure and offer access 
to healthy local food,” says the Province in 
its preface to announcing the changes to 
their land use plans.      

The increase in densities and intensification 
targets were only two of several key pro-
posed policies that presented a major con-
cern to council and a challenge to Geor-
gina’s future growth and development 
plans.  
The proposed policies for designated Agri-
cultural Areas, Mr. Lenters says, are very 
restrictive and offer no flexibility to allow 
for any uses other than agricultural even if 
the property will never be used for agricul-
tural purposes due to its size and location. 
He offered the example of DC Marine, a 
marine sales, service and storage business 
that has operated for eight years on 13.5 
acres of agricultural land on Baseline Road.  
Mr. Lenters said the proposed policy 
changes would not allow the Town to re-
zone the property to permit the current use 
even though “the property will probably 
never be used for agricultural purposes due 
to its size and location.” 
In addition, Georgina’s request to extend 
Hwy. 404 to the Keswick Business Park 
was not included as a Future Transporta- 
tion Corridor in the Growth Plan and  
neither was the much-discussed Hwy. 
404/400 link.  
Of particular note to council was the  
Continued on page 6... 
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Greenbelt and Growth plans 

Email: davethed.dj@gmail.com 

Continued from page 5. 
absence of any mention in the 
Greenbelt Plan that addressed 
Georgina council’s previous 
motion to support the transfer 
of development rights from the 
DG-owned Maple Lake Estates 
property to DG-owned lands on 
Deer Park Rd. In order for this 
transfer to take place, the Deer 
Park lands needed to be re-
moved from the 
Greenbelt plan-
ning document.  
Another request 
submitted by 
Georgina during 
round one of the 
consultation proc-
ess that was not 
addressed in the 
recent review 
documents, was 
the reduction of 
the Towns and 
Villages designa-
tion for the Pef-
ferlaw area which 
would ultimately add lands to 
the protected countryside under 
the Greenbelt Plan and reduce 
the amount of land available for 
development.  
Both the redrawing of the 
boundaries for Pefferlaw and 
the DG development rights 
transfer issue may get ad-
dressed in the final proposed 
plans which are due this fall, 
Mr. Lenters said.    
And to strengthen the point 
further, council moved to again 
ask the Province to modify the 
reviewed plans and include 
changes that would permit the 
transfer of development rights 
and the boundary reassignment 

for the Pefferlaw area.  
In addition, they approved a list 
of Mr. Lenters’ recommenda-
tions to modify the proposed 
plans to allow greater flexibil-
ity at the local level to make 
planning decisions that reflect 
the reality of the landscape and 
the community. Council will 
also ask the Province to modify 
the plans to include both the 

Hwy. 404/400 link and the ex-
tension of the 404 to Glen-
woods Ave. in Keswick.  
Mr. Lenters’ recommendation 
that the Province not adopt the 
proposed 60 per cent built-up 
area intensification target and 
the proposed 80 residents and 
jobs per designated greenfield 
hectare density target, was also 
approved.  
Given that the Province’s  
deadline for feedback and pub-
lic input is October 31, 2016, 
council moved to provide an 
opportunity for public comment 
at a council meeting on 
Wednesday, September 28 at 
7:30 pm. 
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Last Issue: swing, dance, enjoy 

The Pefferlaw Anglers Club, an 
organization dedicated to promot-
ing a positive angling experience 
and the preservation of indigenous 
fish species and habitat, is install-
ing 25 fishing line recycling depots 
around Lake Simcoe.   
Each recycling depot is present to 
encourage anglers to recycle their 
fishing line to avoid the lines enter-
ing waterways and causing harm to 
aquatic species and propellers.  
The depots, at a cost of $125 each, 
are being donated and members of 
the Club will maintain them. It is 
expected Berkley, an angling 
equipment supplier, will recycle 
the line once it has been collected. 
“It is just like anything else,” said 
Club member Lorne Newton, “if it 
shouldn’t be in the lake, it should-
n’t be in the lake.” 
The project is one of the conserva-
tion/environmental initiatives sup-
ported by Club members. New 
members are welcome and are in-
vited to contact the Pefferlaw An-
glers Club at (705) 437-2584.  

Pefferlaw Anglers doing their part for the environment 

Pefferlaw Anglers Dave Billinger (left) and 
Lorne Newton (right) install one of 25 fishing 
line recycling depots at the entrance of Holmes 
Point Beach in Pefferlaw. 



I just heard from Dave 
Haynes at Home Hardware 
and the Canada 150 tulip 
bulbs have arrived! We will 
be celebrating Canada’s 150th 
birthday next year and those 
blooms will look lovely in 
your garden. 
 

We send our sincere congratu-
lations out to Dave Szollosy 
who is celebrating his retire-
ment from the   Ontario Eng-
lish Catholic Teacher’s Asso-
ciation— Toronto Secondary 
Unit where he served as Presi-
dent. Whatchagunna do now, 
Dave?  
 

There is a community Bridal 
Shower being held at the 
Egypt Hall on Sun. September 
18 for Briana Gemmell and 
Andrew Gibson from 1:00 to 
4:00 pm. Everyone is wel-
come to help the couple on 
their way.  
 

A little birdie told me that 
Doug Ritchie is turning 60 
and will celebrate with family 

and friends at the Sutton Le-
gion on Sat. Sept. 24. Cheers 
to you, Doug!  
 

The Sutton Legion sent me a 
note telling me they would 
like to thank everyone that 
donated, volunteered and 
came out to help them cele-
brate their 70th Anniversary 
on August 27. They had some 
wonderful exhibits there and 
everyone seemed to be have a 
grand time! Congratulations 
to all!  
 

I missed this one for the last 
issue. I wanted to wish Fran 
and Ivan Foster a Happy 
55th Anniversary on August 
26. Happy belated!  
 

Our sincere condolences go 
out to the friends and family 
of Lorraine Mae Oliver, 73, 
who passed away on Thurs-
day, August 18. She will be 
lovingly remembered by her 
son Richard (Kim) and daugh-
ter Deborah May (Andre) and 
their families.   

Tennyson Tidbits 
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It wasn’t intended to be a reunion but when friends, family and colleagues of former 
Georgina Fire Chief Al Bush attended his 80th birthday party at his home in Keswick on 
August 27 it started to look like one. Pictured above is a group of firefighters who worked 
with Al while he was at the fire station. In the front row, left to right are: Bruce Rennie, 
Greg Thom, Ken Bone, John Dallimore, Carl Sarasin.  
Back Row (Left to Right) Doug Peters, Matt Pegg, Roy Doran, Al Bush, Bill O’Neill, Cal 
Jakonen, Will Berlenbach, Fred LaRue. Happy Birthday, Al!  

Everyone needs a little 
‘Summer’ 

Summer, an 11-and-a-half year old 
purebred greyhound who has retired 
from racing has been retrained as a 
therapy dog and paid a visit to the 
Wednesday Wellness Group at Hos-
pice Georgina on August 24.  
Summer ran over 165 races prior to 
retirement and can still reach speeds 
of over 50 kilometres an hour.  
According to Summer’s owner Lisa, 
greyhounds are known for their tem-
perament and gentle disposition and 
as such, have proven their value in 
providing companionship and com-
fort to the elderly and disabled.  
“In fact, greyhounds are so gentle 
that other dogs often pick on them 
and, in a fight, the greyhound will 
lose as they generally won’t fight 
back,” Lisa says.  
Above, Summer meets Annie at 
Hospice Georgina.  
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

279 

Eleven students from Taiwan and their chaperones spent a 
week in the Pefferlaw area and beyond as guests of Grant Ver-
doold, Pastor of Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw. The group 
were sponsored by the Happy Home World Alliance Taiwan, a 
non-profit organization dedicated to promoting strong families. 
David Feng, 16, said he and the other delegates enjoyed their 
exposure to Canadian culture and they were interested in 
learning how the family dynamic in Canada was different from 
their family experience in Taiwan.  
The celebration of the their visit was held during a luncheon at 
the Belvedere in Pefferlaw on Sunday, August 28 and spon-
sored by the Deputy General of the Taiwan Economic and Cul-
tural Office.   

In early 1945 a group of local 
veterans held a meeting at the 
old town hall in Sutton to form a 
Legion. They were granted their 
charter in 1946 and purchased 
half an H-Hut from a Newmar-
ket Army Camp which was then 
trucked by volunteers in pieces 
to Sutton and erected on land 
purchased from two WW1 vet-
erans—Alf Wesley and William 
Parket.  
Today, members of the Sutton 
Legion hold their meetings and 
events in a building that was 

opened in 1974. Over the years 
the Legion has raised money for 
local charities, sports clubs, 
school bursaries, Scouts, Guides 
and Brownies. 
On Saturday, August 27 the 
community came together to 
celebrate and recognize 70 years 
of dedicated service by the Sut-
ton Legion members.   
Photo Right (L to R): President 
Mike Burton and Archivist Bob 
Latham prepare to cut the 70th 
Anniversary cake.   
 

Sutton Legion celebrates 70 years young 



Don’t forget to pick up your tickets at the 
Sutton General Store to the Sutton/Jackson’s 
Point 125th Anniversary Dance to be held at 
the Sutton Arena Hall on Sat. Sept. 10.  The 
celebrations continue on Sunday with a Fam-
ily Fun Day starting at 9:00 am and the 
RCMP Musical Ride ($5) at 2:00 pm. 
 

Keswick Christian Church is hosting a Com-
munity Corn and Hot Dog Roast on Sat. Sept. 
10 at 5:00.  
 

The Pefferlaw & District Lions Club is cele-
brating 60 years of service to the community 
and invites you to their celebration at the Pef-
ferlaw Hall on Sat. Sept. 17 at 6:00 pm.   
 

The Georgina Historical Society and the 
Town of Georgina will host their Annual Har-
vest Festival at the Pioneer Village on Sat. 
Sept. 17 from 11 am to 4 pm.  
 

Support the Georgina Blaze PeeWee hockey 
team and attend the Adam Graeme Hypnotist/
Comedy Show at the Ice Palace on Sept. 17 at 
8:30 pm. Tickets are $20 and includes dance.  
 

Christ Church in Roches Point is hosting a 
Fall Rummage and Bake Sale on Sept 17 from 
8:00 am until noon.  
 

The Uptown Keswick BIA will host its An-
nual Harvest Festival on Sat. Sep 17,  
from  9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
 

Support Georgina’s wild animal rescue re-
serve, Shades of Hope, and attend their fund-
raising show “The Messenger” at the Gem 
Theatre on Sun. Sept 18 at 4:30 pm.  
 
Don’t forget the Terry Fox Run on Sun. Sept 
18 at the North Gwillimbury Park. Start is 
10:00 am—registration 8:30 am.  
 

The Sutton Legion Annual Church Parade will 
be held on Sun. Sept 18 at the Salvation Army 
Community Church. Service at 10:30. 
 

The PAR low-cost Rabies Clinic will be held 
at the Pefferlaw Fire Hall on Sat. Sept. 24 
from 10:00 am to noon. All Georgina pets are 
welcome and the $25 fee helps support PAR. 
 

This is always a great cultural event. The 
Georgina Island Pow Wow will be held on 
Sept. 24 and 25 at Sibbald Point Provincial 
Park opening at 12 noon on Saturday.  
 

The Georgina Studio Tour gets under way on 
Sat. Sept. 24 for two days and should be your 
fall weekend destination for a self-guided art 
tour throughout Georgina to discover the local 
artistic talent.  
 

The Village of Brechin is hosting a Scarecrow 
Festival on Sat. Oct. 1 from 10:00 am to 4:00 
pm at the Brechin Ball Park.  
 

The Annual Georgina Harvest Dinner will be 
held on Sat. Oct. 1 at the Link at 5:30 pm.  
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

89 High St. Sutton apartment for rent. 
Balcony. No pets. Please call (905) 722-
3640.  

FOR RENT 

IN APPRECIATION 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to express our appreciation for the 
thoughtfulness and support offered to 
us during our time of bereavement over 
the loss of our loved one, Cheryl Sebo 
(nee Harris). We sincerely thank the 
first responders on Georgina Island, 
family members and friends for their 
kind words, love and support, Georgina 
Island Pastor Betty‐Lou, Cheryl's col‐
leagues at the Georgina Island Band 
office, members of the Sutton Legion 
and we wish to acknowledge the kind‐
ness and consideration of Forrest and 
Taylor Funeral Home. A special thank 
you to Cheryl's best friend Kim Big Ca‐
noe for doing what best friends do and 
to Greg Big Canoe and the ceremonial 
drummers.   
"Kind words can be short and easy to 

speak but their echoes are truly  
endless."   

Sincerely, The Harris and Sebo families.    


