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Pefferlaw river to undergo chemical treatment to eradicate goby
In an attempt to rid the Pefferlaw river of
an aggressive species of fish known as
round goby, the Ministry of Natural Resources will pour thousands of litres of an
aquatic piscicide into five kilometres of
the river below the Pefferlaw dam potentially killing thousands of other native
fish as well.
At a meeting held Tuesday evening at the
Pefferlaw Lions Hall on October 4, 2005,
ministry officials told a crowd of more
than 100 people that the round goby
situation in the Pefferlaw river is critical,
and the only viable option open to them
to prevent the spread of goby into Lake
Simcoe, is the use of a piscicide known
as Rotenone.
The round goby is a small invasive bottom-dweller native to Eastern Europe that
is believed to have been introduced to
Canadian waters in the ballast water of
ocean crossing ships. They resemble
sculpins but can be identified by a black
spot on the top fin and a single pelvic fin
forming a suction disc underneath the
body. They are suspected of causing the
decline of native fish such as bass, lake
trout, sturgeon and wall-eye by feeding
on their eggs and young. Predatory fish
that eat goby have not had an impact on
their numbers or their denisities.
According to MNR management geolo-

Peter Waring, Supervisor, York-Durham
Area for the Ministry of Natural Resources
tells residents of the ministry’s concern over
goby population in the Pefferlaw river.

gist Jason Borwick, studies conducted on
the Pefferlaw river have shown that the
goby population exists in densities of
approximately 125 goby per square metre. “We are concerned because this species in on the door step of Lake Simcoe
and once it is in the lake we will have no
way to control them,” he said.
The treatment of the river with a Rotenone solution will be carried out over
several days tentatively scheduled during

the week of October 17, 2005 and MNR
officials admit it will cause the death of
native species as well despite efforts to
remove as many fish as possible prior to
the treatment.
“By way of electric fishing, we plan to
remove non-target fish the week of October 10 and we are hoping to remove 80 to
90 per cent of all non-goby with electric
fishing,” said Peter Waring, Supervisor
for York-Durham Area for MNR at the
meeting. “Electric fishing won’t be getting the goby because they don’t have a
swim bladder and they won’t float,” he
said.
The Rotenone solution will be applied by
Department of Fisheries and Oceans specialists in 28 sites along a five-kilometre
stretch of the river and estimates suggest
nearly 2,000 litres of the piscicide will be
used.
Rotenone is a chemical that has been
used by fishery professionals for the past
50 years to control and eradicate undesirable fish populations. It is a natural organic product often used by farmers and
gardeners as a pesticide and according to
the MNR officials, is not considered
harmful to humans or other animals in the
concentrations to be used in the Pefferlaw
river.
Continued on page 7...
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In name only …
I attended a Lions Club meeting
for the first time recently and
came away with a greater appreciation for the contribution these
civic-minded citizens make to
our town on an ongoing basis. If
you live in the Pefferlaw area you
are aware of the Lions Club and
the Lioness because they likely
sponsored one of the sports teams
you were on, or you attended one
of their functions such as the
street dance, or a New Year’s
Eve party or a bingo. But, you
may not be really conscious of
the effort it took to put these
events on, or what they do with
the money they raise.
The meeting was a real eyeopener for me because I expected
their numbers had to be greater
than they are considering everything they do. And, I never expected in a million years, that the
Lions Club in Pefferlaw would
have to pay rent each and every
time they use the hall that bears
their name. After all, the Lions
were instrumental in getting the
hall built in the first place. They
donated the land and contributed
money toward the construction.
They’ve built the pavilion,
erected the cenotaph and put in
the basketball court.
Every penny they raise is for a
worthwhile cause and more often
than not, it goes toward providing
some kind of local service or
upgrade. I learned recently that
two groups who wanted to book
the Lions Hall for meetings and
events, were lucky to get a date
that wasn’t already booked. According to Glenna Carelton, the
custodian, the Pefferlaw Lions
Hall is the busiest hall in Georgina because it is the Town’s
largest hall venue. A volunteer
hall board manages the day-today operations and collects the
rental revenues. These monies
are in turn, used to cover many of
the expenses albeit, the Town of
Georgina pays the cost of heat,
hydro and major renovations.
The Town also sets the price for
the hall and as the owner, would
have the power to waive Lions
Club fees.
I suspect one of the reasons the
Town hesitates to waive fees for
the Lions is because if they did it

for one service club, they would
be pressured to do it for all of
them. And where would you
draw the line between them, and
say, an athletic organization trying to raise money for children’s
uniforms? I think there is a clear
distinction. Unlike other service
clubs in town, the Lions and Lioness have earned a place in that
hall by virtue of its very existence. It is named after them for
that reason and as the original
benefactors, I think that gives
them priority status.
The Lions have been unwavering
in their support and dedication to
this community over a 50 year
span. Their history here has entrenched them into the fabric of
this community and they continue to host numerous fundraising events despite the fact
that the average age of their
members is over 60.
And, this brings me to the other
revelation I came away with during that meeting. The Pefferlaw
Lions Club has fewer than 35
members and a wish list of charitable causes beyond their physical means. They need help and an
influx of young blood would
boost their capabilities immensely. I encourage anyone,
man or woman, with a community spirit and a penchant for
charitable worthwhile causes to
contact a member of this group
and offer your services. And, if
you happen to be someone who
also has some influence over
council, that would be good thing
too.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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PAR rabies clinic

Veterinarian Dr. Michael McNeil (left) administers a rabies
vaccination to Winchester as owner Leo Oliver looks on. More
than 120 pets were vaccinated at the PAR Annual Rabies
Clinic at the Pefferlaw Fire Hall on October 1, 2005. According to PAR president Feronie Harpley, the clinic offers pet
owners a critical service and is a key fund-raiser for the Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers.
Centre: Frank Graves’ pet dog “Pig” waits patiently for his
turn with Dr. McNeil.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

Left:
Buddy, the Australian Shepherd looks trustingly at the
camera, while at the same
time, wonders what all the
fuss is about.

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Morning Glory Public School hosts “Meet the Teacher” Bar-B-Q

Brad Lawrence (6) proudly shows off
his school work to mom Carrie (centre)
and dad Brad (right).

Seven-year-old Carissa Wright (right)
shows mom, Tammy some of the work she
has already completed for Mrs. Clyde’s
grade two class.

Hundreds of parents and students (left
photo) of Morning Glory Public School
attended a “Meet the Teacher” Bar-B-Q
on Thursday, September 24, 2005.
According to school vice-principal, Mrs.
Roxanne Hibberd, the event attracted a
huge crowd despite the rain and numbers
were only slightly down from other
years.
Hot dogs, hamburgers, pop and icecream was available to all as the crowd
wandered through the school taking note
of the various displays in both the classrooms and the school gym.
Now in its 15th year, the Meet the
Teacher B-B-Q provides an opportunity
for parents to get to know the teachers in
charge of educating their children in a
relaxed and social atmosphere.
Several groups, sponsoring parent/
student enrichment activities were on
hand to promote their programs in the
gym. These community service groups
included the Air Cadets, the Beaver and
Scout club and information on Focus on
Fathers, an eight-week management program for fathers of children up to six
years of age.
Six-year-old Joshua Hasenauer
(left) tries on a firefighting helmet
and brother Cody, 9 (right) is given
a mask as they pose with Georgina
Firefighter Dave Pickard, (centre)
at the Morning Glory Public School
Open House. The Pefferlaw Firefighters set up the pumper and the
rescue truck at the event to give
students an opportunity to explore
the equipment and learn more
about the firefighting profession.
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Management program
for Dads
A management program called “Focus on
Fathers” is being held at Morning Glory
Public School beginning Thursday, October 20.
According to program organizer, Ed
Bader, the seminars are directed at fathers of children under the age of six and
will cover a variety of subjects that will
help Dads respond to the needs of young
children.
The eight sessions are held on consecutive Thursday
evenings and
the program
begins at 6:30
p.m. and runs
until 8:30 p.m.
The program is
free of charge
and covers topics such as: The
Importance of
Fathers in Child
Development; Stress Management; Anger Management; Conflict Resolution;
Time Management; Nutrition and Safety
Management; Illness Management and
Value of Play/Reading to Children and
Program Graduation.
Five organizations and agencies are involved in offering the program to communities across York Region. These include the Province of Ontario, the United
Way of York Region, the National Crime
Prevention Strategy, the Catholic Community Services of York and the Regional Municipality of York.
In addition to free registration, the program also offers a free meal.
Residents interested in attending all or
any of the programs are invited to contact
Ed Bader or Kim Bryan at Catholic Community Services of York Region at 1800-263-2075 ext. 237.

Tennyson Tidbits
This column rips a page out of history during a time when Mrs. Tennyson wrote a
weekly column for the old Lake Simcoe Advocate in the 1960s. It was a “society” column that featured the news and views of
local area residents. We resurrect this column in her honor as a regular feature in this
publication and dedicate it to her memory.

If you were in the vicinity of 508 Pefferlaw Rd. or Halmar Park Rd. on Sunday, October 2, you would have heard
the rhythmic sounds of the Painted
Dogs, a six-member band invited to
play at a garden party/Bar-B-Q hosted
by Lynette and Robb Ogilvie, of Ogilvie, Ogilvie and Company. The event
was a “meet and greet” opportunity for
associates who work for the company.
The perfect weather on the October 1st
weekend, was certainly appreciated as
another garden party at 15 Otter Cove,
was the venue for a wedding. Over 40
guests assembled to witness the marriage of Kiley Cranswick and Chuck
Hawkins. The wedding and reception
was held at the home of Terry and Dave
Cranswick. Dave will have another
reason to celebrate on October 13 when
he turns 50. Happy Birthday Dave.
Congratulations are in order for Georgina Fire Chief Bill O’Neill and his
wife Wanda, who celebrate their 30th
wedding anniversary on October 18,
2005. This one is a “biggie” Bill and I
know where you can get a great stove.
There is lots happening in the home of
Wendy Woodley and Bill Voegtle.
Wendy celebrated her 48th birthday on
September 13 and Bill turned 52 on
September 17. Their son, Laike, turned

The Aashawee turns five years old this year
The Georgina Island Ferry the “The
Aashawee” celebrates its fifth year in
service this year carrying passengers and
vehicles from Virginia Beach Marina to
the shores of Georgina Island.
Christened The Aashawee by elder Barb
MacDonald, the name means “to go
across” which it does 13 times every day
carrying approximately 130 to and from
the island. The first barge put into service

for the island was the Bazhig in 1973,
originally capable of carrying five or six
vehicles before it was increased in size to
carry nine.
The Aashawee will stay in service until
December 30 and will start up again on
April 1.
Trevor Warren, right, is one of the captains employed by the Georgina Island
band to pilot the ferry on a regular basis.

15 on September 28, the same day that
Wendy’s mom, Mona Moore,
(Strongman) turned 86. In addition,
Wendy’s daughter, Lawren Woodley
turned 21 on October 1. Lawren is expecting her first child in December and
a community shower has been planned
for October 23 at 1:00 at the Port Bolster Community Hall.
I heard that Dennis Sharpe of Station
Rd. is also having a birthday in October. Dennis turns 63 on October 26.
Cheers, Dennis.
Udora residents are happy to welcome
Seung-Yeon Hong and her husband,
Tae-hyung Kim and their son, Brandon to the community. The couple took
over the Udora Market and the UPI Gas
Bar in town over the summer and have
subsequently moved to Udora.
There is lots going on at the Pefferlaw
Library these days. In addition to a
number of fall programs already reported, the library is hosting a Red
Cross Babysitting Course for youths 11
years of age and older. Registration is
on Thursday, October 27 at 6:30 and
the course starts on Friday, December 2
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm. Birth certificates and signed parental permission
slips are required. Interested parties are
invited to contact Bev Walsh at (905)
476-5762 ext. 107 for more information.
Also at the library is “Jane the “Bee”
Slater who will be putting on an hour of
songs, games and activities for children
ages 2 1/2 to 6 on Saturday, November
5. Tickets are $2 in advance of $3 at the
door. Space is limited.
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Dates set for public meetings in Udora and Pefferlaw on mapping project
The organization in charge of collecting a
collage of valuable environmental, social
and cultural data that will be used to create
community maps for Udora and Pefferlaw,
have set dates to hold two Open Houses
for the project.
The Alliance for a Better Georgina (ABG)
will host an open house in Udora at the
Udora Community Centre on Monday,
October 24 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Subsequently, a public meeting for Pefferlaw residents has been arranged for Tuesday, November 8 at the Pefferlaw Lions

Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Residents of both communities are being
invited to the Open House to preview the
draft maps that will be on display and provide suggestions and feedback on what has
been designed so far.
“The ABG, together with the Town of
Georgina and the Region of York, has
been working with residents from both
Udora and Pefferlaw to create inviting and
informative maps that feature what is special about each community,” Roslyn
Moore, Project Coordinator for the ABG
Mapping Project
said. “Now, we
are at a stage
where we would
like to hear what
the broader community thinks
about what we
have done and we
want to have them
share their own
views and knowledge about Pefferlaw and Udora.”

The ABG Team is also encouraging all
residents who attend the Open Houses to
bring along historical photos of family and
places of interest so they can be considered for use in the final maps.
To help foster a greater interest in the project and encourage more people to attend
the open houses, the ABG is sponsoring a
photo identification contest. Over 100
posters will be distributed throughout
Udora and Pefferlaw, asking residents to
identify a photo on the poster. Contestants
in Pefferlaw are being asked to drop their
entries off at Bodley’s Furniture and contestants in Udora are invited to drop their
entries off at the Udora General Store. The
winning entry in each community will be
drawn the night of the corresponding open
house.
Each winner will receive a framed copy of
the final map.
The ABG Mapping Project is funded by
an Ontario Trillium Foundation grant and
when it is concluded, eight Georgina communities will have participated in the program.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
FOR RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES OF PEFFERLAW
The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources is planning to treat a 5-kilometre portion of Pefferlaw Brook with an aquatic piscicide, Rotenone, to remove round
goby, an invasive fish. Rotenone is derived from a tropical plant and is commonly
used in fisheries management to kill gill-breathing organisms, such as fish.

Ministry of Natural
Resources

The area of treatment is that portion between the dam in the Village of Pefferlaw
and the mouth of Pefferlaw Brook. Treatment will be carried out over several days
and in sections. Boating and other activities can resume in those sections where
treatment has been completed. Treatment is tentatively scheduled during the week
of October 17, 2005.
Although, to the extent possible, dead fish will be collected for disposal, residents
can expect to see some dead fish on the shorelines. These fish are not contaminated and do not pose a risk to human or animal health.
The product Rotenone is NOT HARMFUL TO HUMANS OR OTHER ANIMALS, BIRDS, REPTILES or AMPHIBIANS at the concentrations (5%) used
during the treatment. Nevertheless, use of the identified portion of Pefferlaw
Brook as a source of drinking water is discouraged during the treatment period.
For boat navigation and recreational activities on Pefferlaw Brook during the
treatment period there will be updated information on treatment schedules available at a temporary Public Information Centre to be located at Johnston Riverside
Restaurant and Marina (Riverside Drive & Highway 48) in Pefferlaw or by calling
(905) 713-7357.

Round Goby
Photo by Royal Ontario Museum
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Eradicating the round goby from the Pefferlaw river
many of the dead fish as possible following the treatment and they are relying
heavily on partners, such as local fish and
game clubs, to help them.
Of concern to many residents at the meeting, was the lack of data available to
prove that Rotenone would be a
successful
method in eradicating the round
goby from the
river and they
questioned the
ability of lost
sport fish species
to recover to
current population levels. But
MNR officials
insisted this is
the only chance
they have to
keep the goby
out of Lake
The round goby is a small, bottom dweller distinguished by a black
spot on the dorsal fin and a single pelvic fin that forms a suction disc
under the body.

Continued from page 1...
“Rotenone is a natural organic product
that targets gill breathers,” Mr. Borwick
said. “It breaks down rapidly in water
within one to three days and is only toxic
to the fish for a matter of hours.” Accord-

ing to his presentation at the meeting, the
chemical it not bio-accumulative, has no
impact on wild life or birds and does not
pose a hazard to the public or wells and
ground water.
Once the application of the Rotenone
solution is completed, residents along the
target areas can expect to see a number of
dead fish, however, they probably will
not see dead goby because they will sink
due to their lack of a swim bladder, Mr.
Waring said.
MNR has a plan in place to collect as

Wildlife Branch, said officials will be on
hand for a period of one year after the
treatment to monitor the recovery process. “The expectation is that the sport fish
populations will recover,” she said, adding that mitigation options such as restocking may be considered if their monitoring data does not meet their expectations.
“We don’t have the resources to pursue
an opportunity we don’t think will be
effective,” she said. “We need to do this
now because the chances of killing them
all is very high.”
The plan will also require the draw-down
of the river above the dam for approximately two, ten-hour periods since two
boards will need to be removed during a
dye test to simulate the treatment process
and once again when the treatment begins.
While MNR plans to report its findings to
the community after the treatment, they
admit they will not know if the program
succeeded until next year.

Simcoe.
“The assessment and evaluations we have done tells us
this is the best chance we
have of eradicating them 100
per cent,” Mr. Waring said.
“Everything else doesn’t give
us this chance and if we don’t
get them this year, they will
be in the lake next year.”
Beth Brownson, Senior IntroArea residents listen intently as MNR officials outline
ductions Biologist, Biodiverthe details of a Rotenone treatment that is expected to
sity Section of MNR Fish and
eradicate round goby from the Pefferlaw river.
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Coming Events
An Introduction to Natural
Australia will be held at the
Egypt Hall on Smith Blvd in
Egypt on Thursday, October
13. The guest speaker is Dr.
Peter Money, Everyone is
welcome. There will be a silent auction and baking will
be served with refreshments.
For more information, contact
Carol at (705) 437-2993 or
Mary at (705) 437-1262.
Pefferlaw Craft and Bake
Sale will be held at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall on Saturday,
October 22, 2005
The Egypt Hall’s 4th Annual Craft & Home Party
Show will be held on October
22, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. at the Egypt Hall.
For more information contact
Alfreeda Howes at (905) 7229514.

The Georgina Chamber of
Commerce and the East
Gwillimbury Chamber of
Commerce and the South
Lake Community Futures
Development Corporation are
teaming up celebrate “Small
Business Week” from October
17 to October 21. The

Chamber is inviting interested
parties to visit their website at
www.georginachamber.com
and click on Chamber events.
The Christmas Craft and
Bake Sale sponsored by the
Georgina Association for
Community Living will be
held at the Kinsmen Community Centre in Sutton on Saturday, November 5, 2005. For
more information contact Patti
Burgess at (905)722-8947.
The 5th Annual Turkeys
and Toys Benefit Gala will
be held at the Pefferlaw Lions
Hall on November 12, 2005.
The evening fundraising event
begins at 5:30 p.m. and is
designed to raise money for
food and other necessities for
disadvantaged residents of
Georgina during the holiday
season. In addition to the
food, music and dancing, the
evening includes a silent auction, raffles, spot and door
prizes. This year, Miss Canada International will be on
hand to welcome guests. To
purchase tickets or to make a
donation, please contact Rosa
Sharpe, (705) 437-1175 or
email:
rosasharpe@rogers.com

In Memoriam
It’s All Good Bro…

Robert Thomas Fahselt
September 24th, 1960-December 23rd 2004
You are no longer with us and we miss you everyday,
Although we’ve tried to do the right things by you,
So many things have stood in our way;
You left behind your three precious girls,
They were your life, your reason for breath.
Our world was rocked, we felt so alone,
But fear not dear Bro., your flesh and blood
take care of our own.
We’ll kiss them and hug them and help with their pain,
Can’t wait to see all three at the Reunion and smiling again!
It’ll be up to us to remind them of the good times and
memories we share
In your absence your family will be there!
In the end we can only count on one another
An awesome family, of which I’m proud to be a member.
Written by Dawn Nicholson
Sadly missed by your family

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
FOR SALE
1993 Nissan NX. Great running
little car. Will need some work.
Has not been used for more
than a year. $500 as is. Call
(705) 437-1216.
Yamaha 90 Big Wheel Dirt
Bike, good condition, $850.00
100 cc Suzuki dirt bike, 4
stroke, new chain and MX tires,
runs/needs work. Call (705)
437-3832.

1995 Jaguar 6 cylinder, sun
roof, leather seats, all power.
Excellent condition. Reduced
for quick sale. Call Bev or Cliff
at (705) 437-4610.

WANTED
A Play Group Instructor for
the Port Bolster Hall for Mom
and Tot’s Play Group for one
or two mornings a week. Call
Barb Scott at (705) 437-1821.

The Pefferlaw Post publishes the
10th and 24th of every month.

