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YRP, region, town and residents searching for road safety solutions
Tragically, Georgina has experienced a
significant number of traffic fatalities in
2017—four to date in 2017; five in 2016;
one in 2015; none in 2014; one in 2013;
and five in 2012—and the causes of such
fatalities have left the Region and the police reviewing statistics and searching for
trends that could lead to a solution.
Nelson Costa, Manager of Corridor Control and Traffic Safety for York Region,
said his department will be looking at the
data more closely to determine what can be
done to improve road safety in Georgina.
Mr. Costa said while legislation and education are on-going responses to improve
driver behaviour, a closer look at the 2017
traffic accident data may reveal that an
engineering and/or increased enforcement
option is warranted.
A Georgina resident Lee Dale has posted
an on-line petition which to date, has garnered over 1,600 signatures from concerned residents looking for answers.
“I want to be very clear that we the residents are not gathering to lay blame. We
understand the town, region and YRP are
working to find a solution. I have been
made aware since forming this petition that
a study is ongoing,” Mr. Dale says, adding
“The current roads were never designed to
handle the traffic loads we are experiencing.”

ered “preventable”.
According to a report tabled at the Region
of York Council meeting on October 5,
2.75 million trips are made on York Region roads every day with 99 per cent of
those travellers getting to their destination
safely. But, while the collision rate is
trending downward, serious injury and
fatal collisions are moving upward.
The report revealed that distracted driving
“The current roads were never
accounted for 18 per cent of all York Redesigned to handle the traffic loads we gion collisions between 2014 and 2016. In
are experiencing.”
2016, York Regional Police charged 4,586
Lee Dale, resident drivers with distracted driving and have
seen an increase of 69 per cent so far this
“Distracted driving is now considered one year. Distracted/inattentive driving includes adjusting a vehicle’s entertainment
of the Big 4 Killers on Ontario roadways
and research demonstrates drivers are four system, GPS unit or stereo, eating and
drinking, using a hand-held device, selftimes more likely to be in a collision if
they are using a cell phone,” reports a YRP grooming or tending to children in the
website. In fact, distracted driving has sur- backseat.
The increase in at-fault collisions due to
passed “speeding” as the number one
distracted driving is leading the Ontario
cause of preventable traffic fatalities.
According to an Ontario Provincial Police government to introduce tough new penalties which include demerit points and fines
(OPP) statement, 182 fatalities on OPPof up to $1,000, $2,000 and $3,000 for
patrolled roads so far this year were the
result of one or more of the Big Four fac- first, second and third offences respectors in road deaths. These include inatten- tively. In addition, Ontario would be the
first province in Canada to suspend a
tive driving (63 deaths), speeding (56
driver’s license when charged with disdeaths), alcohol/drug impairment (32
tracted driving.
deaths) and lack of seat belt use (31
deaths). All of these fatalities were considWith almost all of the population now in
possession of a mobile phone, plus new
digital display options for vehicles, drivers
have more distractions before them than
ever before—a fact that is also contributing to an increase of preventable traffic
fatalities say York Regional Police
(YRP).
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Theft from vehicle incidents on rise
I’ve been hearing a lot
about vehicle break-ins
and thefts from vehicles located in Keswick. With more and
more people raising the
issue, I decided to take
a look at the York Regional Police Crime
Map for the area to find
out just how pervasive
the problem is.
And, what an eye
opener.
The YRP Crime Map
Within a one month period, YRP filed 66
(www.yrp.ca) was
launched a number of reports of “theft from vehicle” within
years ago and is some- Keswick.
thing I’ve written about in the
creased police presence.
past and promoted its use to
First and foremost, residents are
readers. Using the filters, you
urged to remove valuables from
can define the parameters of a
their vehicles and keep the doors
search based on “type of crime”, locked at all times.
the area you are interested in
In addition, the YRP website
and the date and time.
has information on initiating a
Over the past month, from Sep- Neighbourhood Watch protember 4 to October 4, there
gram—something that could
have been 66 incidents of “theft help deter these thefts in the
from vehicle” reports made to
future.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
York Regional Police in the
Keswick area. The month before
(from August 4 to September 4),
25 incidents were reported with
only five reported for the same
Publisher/Editor
area between July 4 and August
Karen Wolfe
4.
(705)
437-1216
According to the map, there
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca
seems to be a concentration of
Proofreader
reports coming from residential
Nancy Pickering
streets entering and exiting The
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Queensway corridor.
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showed 39 within the past
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month, Richmond Hill reported
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40 and Markham had 73.
Within Georgina, Sutton/
The Georgina Post publishes on
the 10th and 24th of every month
Jackson’s Point showed three
(except December 24) and is dis“theft from vehicle” reports and
tributed
throughout Georgina and
the Pefferlaw area showed two.
beyond. The contents of this pubClearly, the high frequency of
“theft from vehicle” incidents in lication are protected by copyright
and may only be used for personal
Keswick is cause for concern.
and non-commercial use. The
York Regional Police are aware
Georgina Post accepts no responof the increase in incidents and
sibility for claims made for any
are responding with community
product or service reported or
awareness programs and an inadvertised.
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Georgina opens door to private school
If Georgina is chosen as the
home for a new private, secondary school for 1,000 foreign
students, residents can expect to
see Mayor Margaret Quirk and
Regional Councillor Davison
dancing down The Queensway.
Hugh McKeown, Manager for
Canadian International School
System (CIS) told council last
month that the organization is
looking for 100 acres of serviced land on which to build a
private school complex for
Vietnamese students.
“Our estimation is that it will
provide 300 plus jobs in Georgina once the facility is there
and that doesn’t include all of
the jobs that will be created to
help build the place,” Mr.
McKeown said.
“We expect that it will generate
$80 to $100 million a year to
the community from both the
secondary school and a summer
school program,” he said adding, 10 per cent of students may
want to stay in private homes in
Georgina which roughly means
between $12,000 to $15,000 a
year for each home stay.
Mr. McKeown said CIS is
looking at several Ontario municipalities because Ontario is
seen by parents of Vietnamese
students as being ranked number one in the English speaking
world.
“It is to provide an opportunity
for international students to
complete their secondary
school education here in preparation for entrance into Cana-

dian universities,” Mr. McKeown said.
The successful community will
need to be a quiet community
conducive to learning, he said,
offering a natural environment
within an acceptable proximity
to Toronto and the airport.
Mr. McKeown said while the
initial start-up of the complex
will include a facility for secondary school studies based on
the Toronto District School
Board curriculum, he described
a “school of the future” that
would offer K-12 curriculum.
He said plans would also include guest houses for parents,
a sports complex with a gym,
pool, track, tennis courts,
rugby, football fields, plus a
visual and performing arts centre and music programming
space.
The search for a host community in Ontario for the CIS campus will focus on “enthusiasm”
for the project and a political
will to move forward, Mr.
McKeown said.
“I would dance down Woodbine Ave. if you would bring
the school,” Mayor Quirk said
adding, “I think I can say 100
per cent that we would work
with you to try and be that chosen location.”
Mayor Quirk’s enthusiasm for
the project was mirrored by that
of Regional Councillor Naomi
Davison who said Georgina
would be a “perfect” location
for the school.
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The start of every council meeting
Mayor Margaret Quirk wants to
start each Georgina council
meeting with an acknowledgement and tribute to indigenous
and First Nations members.
She raised the issue by submitting a Notice of Motion at the
September 27 council meeting
and received approval from the
rest of council to send proposed
wording to Georgina Island
band council for a response.
The proposed wording is as
follows:
“We would like to begin today’s meeting by acknowledging that the Town of Georgina
is located over lands originally
used and occupied by the First
Peoples of the Williams Treaties First Nations and other
Indigenous Peoples and thank
them for sharing this land.
We would also like to acknowledge the Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation as our
close neighbour and friend, one
that we strive to build a coop-

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com

erative and respectful relationship with.”
Mayor Quirk said she was introducing the motion because
the York Region School
Boards have been doing it for
some time and “at our Regional
Council meeting in June, Chair
Emerson starting making the
same acknowledgement,”
Mayor Quirk said.
She said she used similar wording during Georgina’s Canada
Day celebrations and since then
she has had preliminary discussions with Georgina Island
Chief, Donna Big Canoe.
Prior to approving a motion to
accept the wording to be used
at the start of each meeting,
Mayor Quirk said she would
like the Georgina Island First
Nation to be consulted in case
the wording had to be tweaked.
“If we are going to do this I
want to do it right,” Mayor
Quirk said.
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Georgina Fire Department Open House reinforces safety messages
In advance of Fire Protection Week
held between October 8 and 14,
2017, the Georgina Fire Department
took this year’s fire safety message
to the public at an Open House held
on September 23.
“Every Second Counts...Plan Two
Ways Out!” is the theme that the
National Fire Protection Association
hopes will reinforce why every home
needs an escape plan.
The Open House at the Sutton Fire
Hall provided a variety of safety
(Far Right) Sophie
McIsaac, 4, from Keswick
meets Dalmatians, Molly
and Tessu and trainer
Terry VanZuben. Mr.
VanZuben explained why
the Dalmatian breed has
historically been associated with the fire department.
(Right) Tucker Smith, 3,
takes serious aim with a
fire hose to douse “flames”
in a model house.

messaging through various interactive activities.
Children were able to operate a fire
hose, tour a mobile educational
trailer and witness a live burn demonstration.
Fire fighters were on hand distributing educational materials and explaining the importance of having a
plan with two escape routes.
A free pancake breakfast, hot dogs,
hamburgers and refreshments were
also a popular feature.
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Tennyson Tidbits

Shaw for inaccurately reporting on the amount of money
he has raised for the Georgina Terry Fox Run over the
years. Rick raised an incredible $11,000 this year which
brings his 30-year total of
raising money for this event
We send belated greetings
and best wishes out to Brian to $75,000.00! And here I
and Sharon McConnell who was thinking $11,000 for a
celebrated their 50th wedding 30-year total, which I incoranniversary on September 30. rectly reported in my last
Congratulations to you both! issue, was an incredible feat.
Well done, Rick and please
Oooops! I would like to per- accept my profound apologies. Cheers, K.
sonally apologize to Rick
Laurel of Laurel Supreme
Style held a p-a-r-t-y on Sat.
Oct. 5 to celebrate 25 years in
business in Sutton. She is
seen here (centre) with the
staff at her hair salon.
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Celebrating Georgina’s agricultural roots at the Harvest Festival
A bright, sunny and warm day was the
perfect weather to celebrate the fall
harvest at the Georgina Pioneer Village on September 23.
Visitors were treated to the old world
charm of the 16 historical buildings on
site and the live demonstrations in
candle making, old fashioned laundry
techniques, trapping and blacksmith-

(Top) Amanda, Lucy and Debbie Gordon were on
site with a display of fall flower arrangements for
sale.
(Bottom) Ava Barrett, 8, from Jackson’s Point
gets a lesson on early laundry chores.

ing skills.
Children were encouraged to play
games that were popular at the turn of
the last century and vendors lined the
streets with product displays.
A real crowd pleaser was the entertainment provided by members of the
Harmony Ranch Chorus, seen below.

8

St Andrews celebrates 90 years in Sutton

(Left to right) Church elders, Rev. Dr. George Vais, Leo Teufel,
Carey Jo Johnston, Rev. Tom Vais, Gayle Clarke, John Hopkins
and Mary Foster were all on hand on September 23 to celebrate
90 years of worship at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church located
on Dalton Rd. in Sutton.
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Ninety years ago, the 153-year
old St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church in Sutton was given a
new lease on life when it was
moved from Innisfil to a new
home on Dalton Road in Sutton
in 1927.
On Sunday, September 24, parishioners and dignitaries alike
celebrated 90 years of church
service to the Sutton community
and retold the story of how this
historically designated church
became a part of Sutton’s spiritual and cultural history.
Built as a frame structure in
1864, it served as a place of
worship for a Presbyterian congregation on the 6th line in Innisfil Township. In 1926 it was
put up for sale.
As luck would have it, a group
of Sutton Presbyterians happened to be looking for a place
of worship and travelled to Innisfil where they decided to purchase the church, dismantle it
and move it to Sutton where it
would be reassembled on the site
of its new home.
Throughout the dismantling
process, each piece had to be
painstakingly marked, labelled
and recorded but the real work
began when it had to be moved.
In the winter of 1926/1927, a
dauntless, tenacious and gutsy
crew of parishioners spent days
moving their cargo piled upon
horse-driven sleighs across a
frozen Cooke’s Bay from Big
Cedar Point to Roches Point.

Throughout the spring and summer workers began reassembling
the structure and with the help of
a surprise benefactor, Irving E.
Robertson, the church was clad
using locally sourced stone.
Mr. Robertson was the Managing Editor of the Toronto Telegram, a paper his father had
founded in 1866, and he maintained a summer home in Jackson’s Point known as Auldearn.
In the fall of 1927, Mr. Robertson and his fiancé, Barbara Ann
Mackenzie, decided to marry in
the newly restored St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church. Below is a
excerpt of the event as printed in
a September 28, 1927 edition of
a Toronto newspaper:
“Rough plaster and pieces of
building stone filled the churchyard across which the bride and
groom had to pass. Idle tools of
the builders reposed at the side
of the church door. And behind
everything rose the little church
itself, dignified and beautiful
with its tiny gothic door and
arched windows of many panes.
“Within, the walls are of rough,
gray plaster. There are as yet no
pews and no furnishings. When
the workmen learned two days
ago that the wedding was to take
place, there was no glass in the
windows. But they put themselves wholeheartedly into the
task of getting the church ready.
And yesterday, the frames and
glass were in place temporarily
and the floor well swept out.”
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Town officials guide ministry staff on Link tour

imlfya
bgelob
keuytr
Last Issue: harvest, autumn, squash
Town staff and members of council were
on hand to meet and greet staff and provincial advisors from the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Region of York.
The goal of the tour on Wednesday, September 27 was to provide a hands-on
glimpse of how the collaborative hub

space is serving the community. Also, by
putting its best foot forward, it is hoped
the venue will attract a York Region service organization as a tenant and increase
awareness within the Ministry and public
servants should infrastructure funding
opportunities become available.

The Learning Centre’s new home

After more than 30 years in
Georgina providing educational
programming to build job skills
and prepare “learners” for post
secondary education, the Learning Centre enthusiastically
opened the doors to their new
home at the Glenwoods Mall in
Keswick on October 5.
According to President of the
Board of Directors Scott
Parker, the new location is
more accessible, is on a bus
route and is more centrally lo-

cated for the 200 “learners”
currently enrolled at the centre.
(Above) Helping staff cut the
ribbon during the Open House
celebrations are: (L to R) Ward
1 Councillor Charlene Biggerstaff, President of the Board of
Directors, Scott Parker, Executive Director Kirsty King, Contact North representative Trish
Trenter, Mayor Margaret Quirk,
Contact North CEO Maxime
Jean-Louie and Contact North
representative Monica Dostal.
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(Photo above) Black lab Molson gratefully
accepts a treat from PAR volunteers
while veterinarian Dr. Michael McNeil
vaccinates him and his owner, John Dewar, looks on.
Molson was one of 110 pets (78 dogs and
32 cats) vaccinated by Dr. McNeil on Saturday, September 30 during the Rabies
Clinic sponsored by the Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers (PAR).
The Clinic, an annual event for close to 30
years, not only provides protection for
pets against the rabies disease, it is a major fund raising event for PAR.
Each pet owner pays a nominal $25 per
pet vaccination and proceeds will be used
to support PAR community activities such
as the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
and the PAR Family Picnic each August.
(Photo left) PAR members and volunteers
join Dr. Michael McNeil and staff from
the Dalton Road Veterinary Clinic in Sutton at the Annual PAR Rabies Clinic held
at the Pefferlaw Fire Hall.

Thousands pour into to park for annual POW WOW
If you were trying to enter the gates at
Sibbald Point Provincial Park to attend
the 2017 Georgina Island First Nations
POW WOW on September 23 and 24,
you weren’t alone.
Hundreds of cars waited in a long line up
along Park Road to Hwy. 48 for a chance
to get to the event in time to witness
Grand Entry at noon.
But once inside the park, the wait
was well worth it.
Dozens of vendor booths displaying
traditional First Nations crafts, clothing, food and art lined the perimeter
of the ceremonial arena.
Through song, spiritual drumming
and dance First Nations members,
dressed in traditional native regalia

performed for visitors and celebrated
sharing their culture with the broader
community, said POW WOW organizer
Lauri Hoeg.
(Photo right) Georgina Island First Nations member Penny Trumble adjusts a
treasured shawl as she prepares for
Grand Entry.
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Studio Tour showcasing local talent

Stilettos and Sneakers is back!

Sunny skies
and unusually
warm temperatures on
September 23
and 24 were a
perfect setting
for the twoday, self
guided Georgina Studio
Tour showcasing the
works of 30
local artists
and artisans.
(Top Photo)
Piri Pandy, a
retired
teacher who
was inspired
to begin painting three years
ago by friend and fellow
artist Linda Hobson, offered
an impressive number of
acrylic works for sale at her
Lake Dr. home in Keswick.
(Bottom Photo) Anna Whitmore is a Jackson’s Point

After a one year hiatus,
the eighth edition of
Stilettos and Sneakers
Georgina made a triumphant return to the Ice
Palace on Saturday,
September 30.
Touted as a day to bring
girlfriends together,
give Moms a day of rest
and introduce the new
girl in Town to all of
the resources available,
the event featured a line
up of 40 vendors, door
prizes, a silent auction
and a collection of donated designer purses
up for auction and/or
for sale to support the
Breast Cancer Screening program at Southlake hospital.
(Photo right) Girlfriends Charlotte Widdifield and Rachel
Ridgeway enjoying the
day!

artist who has let her passion and introspective study
of her natural surroundings
inspire her artistic talent and
creativity. She exhibited numerous large-scale acrylic
artworks at the Egypt Hall.

Horticultural Society hosts Award Night on September 25 in Keswick
The Lake Simcoe South Shore Horticultural Society’s September “Awards Night”
meeting was all about recognizing and honouring the love of gardening among its
members.
Trophies and citations were handed out to
members who excelled throughout the year
with winning entries in four show competitions—roses, vegetables, house plants and
design.
The top winner accumulating the most

points for all shows combined was Jackie
McManamna, pictured here with presenter
Kathy Bruce.
Ms. McManamna picked up awards and
citations for her winning entries in the
House Plants category, Roses category, the
Specimen’s Classes and the Novice in Design category.
The Horticultural Society began in 1973
and has 65 members.
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Coming Events & Announcements
South Lake Simcoe Naturalist Club will
meet at Egypt Hall on Tues. Oct. 10 at 7:30
pm for a speaker on Ontario Farmlands
Trust.

The Pefferlaw Lioness want you to “Save
the Date” for their upcoming Annual
Craft, Hobby & Bake Sale on Sat. Oct. 28
at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall.

Sutton Curling Club registration Oct. 11, 12 Keswick Gardens will host its Annual Bafrom 7-9 pm and Oct. 14 from 10 am-2 pm. zaar on Sat. Oct. 28 from 9:00 am to 1:00
pm. Crafts, bake table, brunch and much
The Udora-Leaskdale Lions Club Spaghetti more. 43 The Queensway N. Keswick.
Dinner will be held at the Udora Hall on
The Egypt Hall Board Members are inviting
Friday, October 13 beginning at 5:30 pm.
you to the Halloween Dance on Sat. Oct.
Check out Café Barcelona at the Art Gal28 starting at 8:00 pm. Money raised will
lery on Sun. Oct. 15 at 2 pm.
support local sports teams and community.
Tickets are $10. Call (905) 722-3710.
The Anglican Parish of Georgina invites
you to bring your animals to St. James Parish Hall on Sun. Oct. 15 for the Blessing of
the Animals at noon.
The Georgina Brock Garden Club’s
meeting and silent auction will be held at
7:30 pm on Oct. 16 at Wilfrid Community
Hall.
Grant Fullerton will be on stage at the Sutton Legion on Sat. Oct. 21 at 8:00 pm.
Cover charge is $10.00.
The Lake Simcoe South Shore Horticultural Society will host the Pumpkin Patch
competition Mon. Oct. 23 at 7:00 pm at
Keswick United Church.

November 4 with entertainment by The
Brothers Band. Silent auction, door prizes,
cash bar. 5:30 pm. Tickets $35. Call (905)
596-1233 or (905) 476-4445.
The Sutton by the Lake Christmas Bazaar
will be held on Sat. Nov. 4 from 9:00 am to
noon. Baking, jewellery, crafts, books etc.
The Pefferlaw & District Lions Club is
hosting the Remembrance Day services at
the Pefferlaw Lions Community Hall on
Sun. Nov. 5 at 3:30 pm.

Three-day Silent Retreat at Loretto Maryholme Spirituality Centre from Nov. 7 to 9.
Club 55 in Keswick is hosting a Halloween Call (905) 476-4013.
Dinner and Dance on Sat. Oct. 28. Happy
Mark your calendar for the GTTI 6th Anhour at 6:00 pm and dinner at 7:00 pm.
nual One Stop Holiday Shop at the Link
Prizes for best male and female costumes.
on Sun. Nov. 19 at 11:00 am.
$15 for members. Call (905) 476-9972.
The Annual York Regional Police Remembrance Service and Parade will be
held on Fri. Nov. 3 at 11:00 am on Baseline
Rd.
Club 55 is also hosting the Annual Marketplace on Sat. Nov. 4 from 10:00 am to 2:00
pm featuring wide assortment of vendors.
The Knox United Church Annual Pig
Roast will be held at Egypt Hall on Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS
UNLIMITED INTERNET
25FTTN—$44.95 per mo.
50FTTN—$49.95 per mo.
No contract. FREE modem rental.
$30 installation. Sign up today!
Call or text 647.518.0498
www.altimatel.com

