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Town and residents discuss merits of developing Waterways committee
Dozens of residents showed up at the De
La Salle hall on Tuesday, September 29 to
demonstrate their support for a waterways
committee that can address their concerns
for Lake Simcoe’s shoreline and corresponding waterways.
The idea for a waterways committee is the
brainchild of Ward 4 Councillor Frank
Sebo. Mr. Sebo has been lobbying for political will to address navigation issues
along the Black River for years and has
become aware of many other watershed
issues since being elected last year.
“The purpose of this information session
was to gage interest in the community and
I think we’ve demonstrated there is an
interest,” Mr. Sebo told the crowd. “There
are a number of reasons why I thought this
was important and we have touched on a
bunch of them,” he said.
The evening began with presentations from
representatives from the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA), a
resident and blogger from Islandview
Beach, John Barker, Colin Dobell from the
Clear Water Farm and a member of the
York Regional Police Marine Unit.
Many residents in the audience were most
concerned with the negative changes they
have witnessed to the quality of their lakefront and waterfront properties. These in-

clude the increase
of weeds, algae
and sedimentation
and the reduction
in water levels,
fish and aquatic
species.
Mr. Steve Jacobson is a long-time
resident and president of the Jackson’s Point BIA.
He said the business community
in both Jackson’s
Point and Sutton
are affected by
Residents concerned about Lake Simcoe and its waterways are supwhat happens to
portive of a Georgina waterways committee as long as it has teeth.
Lake Simcoe and
he specifically
raised concerns over the water levels in the Islandview Beach in Virginia and echoed
concerns raised by Mr. Barker who has
lake and the Black River. He said boats
have been getting stuck in the harbour and documented the degradation of Burnie
are being winterized early and navigation Creek in the area and its impact on Lake
up the Black River is impossible—all due Simcoe and its ecosystem.
“The concerns of the area are the sedimento low water levels.
“There is something wrong in the way the tation entering the lake, the rates of erowater levels are being managed,” he said. sion, the nutrient load, the excessive algae
growth, navigation hazards, reduction of
“And they are being managed way too
recreational activities and impact on the
early in the season.”
Continued on page 9.
Several people were in attendance from
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A couple of thoughts about the election
They’ve done all the polling
and they’ve tested their messaging...they think they know
what the Canadian public wants
to hear and they have paid experts to couch their platforms in
language to which they think
the Canadian public will respond.
The Conservatives think balanced budgets, low taxes and
their past economic performance is what will get them reelected on October 19.
I suspect the Liberals believe
their platform to spend $60
billion on infrastructure investments to drive economic
growth while carrying deficits
for three years to pay for it is a
message enough Canadians will
buy to get Justin Trudeau back
into his boyhood home.
And, the NDP’s pollsters must
have returned with enough
positive research results to convince the party that $15-a-day
day-care and a $15-an-hour
minimum wage would capture
the brass ring that has always
evaded them.
The thing is, any one of those
messages should hit a high note
with the Canadian public and I
guess that is why this election
is too close to call.
I mean, who doesn’t want $15a-day day-care, who doesn’t
want to see a $15-an-hour minimum wage, who doesn’t want
better transit and better roads
and who doesn’t want a balanced budget and low taxes?
The question is, which one of
these messages or combination
thereof, will have the best
chance of capturing the most
support among voters?
For me, it isn’t always what
they are saying that will decide
my vote, it is what they aren’t
saying that sometimes is the
clincher.
For example, I need to figure
out which one of these platforms will deliver value for
money. I need to decide who I
can trust and I need to do some
soul searching to figure out

which party will to do what
they say they will do.
So many times after the election is over and the winning
party takes the reins of power,
their promises and their platforms are suddenly forgotten
and they start making major
decisions that weren’t even
mentioned during the campaign.
And that brings me to another
thought — if the Conservatives
are re-elected, I don’t think
Stephen Harper will look
kindly on Kathleen Wynne’s
very public and very vocal support of the federal Liberals and
as a result Ontario could end up
on the short end of the stick as
far as transfer payments, collaboration and partnerships are
concerned.
On the other hand, if the Liberals win, Ontario might have just
won the lottery.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Lake Drive Committee
The mutual desire among Lake
Drive residents and the Town of
Georgina to settle an age-old
dispute over lakefront ownership and usage has resulted in
the formation of an ad hoc committee.
But the question of who should
and who shouldn’t be a member
of the committee is now a bone
of contention between the two
groups.
Members of council and staff
insist membership on the ad hoc
committee should be open to all
residents. But the Lake Dr. S.
and Lake Dr. N. indirect lakefront owners say only individuals directly affected by the issue
of ownership and usage of 66
feet of road allowance along the
lake should be invited to participate on the committee.
“I am asking that when you
consider these committee members they actually have an issue
that is relevant to the Lake Dr.
situation and not just be random
members of the public,” Mr.
Deyril Blanchard told council at
a meeting on September 23.
Susan Jagminas agreed and
questioned the Town’s motives
in announcing, after the fact,
that membership in the committee be expanded beyond Lake
Dr. property interests.
“We met with the Town on September 8 and agreed to an ad
hoc committee,” Ms. Jagminas
said. “And it is interesting that
this membership expansion was
not brought up at the September
8 meeting when we discussed
and when, I thought, we had

agreed upon membership,” she
said adding, “In my view the
Town is not being upfront and it
suggests your actions have a
hidden agenda. The ad hoc
committee suggested on September 8 is about coming to a
solution between directly impacted residents of the Town.
These meetings do not require
the input of the public. They
have no stake and therefore no
say in the matter.”
When asked by Mayor Quirk to
comment, CAO Winanne Grant
said she was thinking on her
feet at the September 8 meeting
and it wasn’t until she reviewed
the Town’s processes and policies on committee membership
that it became clear that all
Georgina residents should have
the opportunity to participate.
“From an accountability perspective a resident in Udora has
a vested interest in anything that
happens on Lake Dr. as much as
a resident of Lake Dr.,” she
said. “Everyone in the municipality is a taxpayer and everyone has an interest on how taxes
are spent,” she said, adding,
“Council has policies in place
that say that the broader public
needs to have the opportunity to
participate in the decision making.” Ms. Grant apologized for
not making that clear at the September 8 meeting.
Mayor Margaret Quirk weighed
in on the subject of transparency
and accountability and said she
was surprised that council was
being criticized for wanting to
Continued on page 9...
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Tennyson Tidbits
Georgina Historical Society
News
At 7:00 pm on October 21,
The Georgina Historical Society invites you to their General
Meeting to attend the wake of
Anonymous. The Noble House
will be dressed to capture the
superstitions and observances
of those in mourning 100+
years ago. Funerary and memorial objects from the museum's collection will be on
display and discussed. Why
not come dressed in black, as
was the custom in the Victorian era?
We want to send a great big
shout out to Desiree Wallace
of Morning Glory Rd. in Pefferlaw. Desiree has recently
returned from a trip to the
American Miniature Horse
Registry 2015 National Horse
Show in Tulsa, Oklahoma
where her gelding was
crowned the 2015 National

Grand Champion Gelding in
the Over division. In fact, four
of her horses placed in various
divisions of the competition.
Congratulations Desiree!
Happy Anniversary best
wishes go out to my sister
Wanda and her hubby Bill
O’Neill as they celebrate 40
years on October 18. Cheers!

Congratulations to Cora and
Donald Kortko of Pefferlaw.
The couple won the Beaverton
Lions Club’s Annual Car Draw
on September 28. They elected
to accept a cheque for $20,000
in lieu of the car.
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John and Jeanne Pynn--a life-long love story
They were both eleven
years old when they first
met. She was visiting her
cousin Louie in Montreal
at the time and Louie’s
best friend John was invited over.
She wasn’t impressed at
their first meeting. “He
kept throwing snowballs
at me. He was mean,”—
but John was smitten and
confided in her cousin,
“I’m going to marry that
girl.”
John and Jeanne Pynn celebrated 70 years
of marriage on October 6 and their friends
and family will join the celebrations at the
Kin Hall on October 10 during an open
house from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.
In the summer of 1937, at the age of 16,
John and Louie pedalled their bicycles
from Montreal to Toronto to visit Jeanne
and when they returned home in the fall
John was more convinced than ever that
Jeanne would one day be his wife.
But in 1942 Jeanne still wasn’t convinced.
“She told me to go fly a kite, so I joined
the air force,” John says.
During the war years the two exchanged
letters—he was stationed in the Maritimes
and Jeanne volunteered in the burn unit of
Chorley Park after her day job as a comptometer (early adding machine) operator
and on weekends. Chorley Park was a
private home converted into a hospital for
returning and wounded war veterans.
In 1945 John went on civilian reserve and
immediately called Jeanne to tell her he
wanted to get married.
“She had a boyfriend in the army overseas
so I had to move fast,” John said.
Today, the couple proudly shows off photographs of their son David and daughter
Margaret and their families—four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
John and Jeanne have lived in Georgina
for more than 40 years and there is hardly
a not-for-profit agency or a volunteer
group that hasn’t benefited from their generous donations of time and caring. Certainly the many citations that decorate the
walls of their home are testimony to the
gratitude and recognition awarded to them
by their community, their province and
their country—The June Callwood Award,
the Seniors Excellence Awards, Citizen of
the Year Award, Palliative Care Medals to
name but a few.

Jeanne remembers
when she and Mary
Queen started the
Food Bank decades
ago to help feed just
30 Georgina families.
Now those numbers
are in the hundreds,
she says.
The love and devotion
these two have shared
for each other for 70
years shows up in their
eyes when they look at
each other—and when
they tenderly touch to
comfort the other
without words.
“People always ask us
what the secret is to a
long marriage,” John
says. “And I tell them.
First of all it is respect
and then the ability to
laugh with each other
and laugh at each
other.” Happily, the
romance and the
laughter are still going
strong. Congratulations, John and Jeanne.
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Campaign trail debate highlights candidate platforms
Civilized and for the most part polite—that
was the tone of the performances by York
Simcoe candidates during the Rogers TV
debate on October 1. Peter Van Loan (PC),
Shaun Tanaka (Liberal) and Sylvia Gerl
(NDP) presented their own party platforms
and then debated the merits of those offered by their opponents.
Conservatives
Mr. Van Loan hammered home the Conservatives’ message of balanced budgets,
low taxes, child care benefits, a home
renovation tax credit, job creation of 1.3
million and his party’s past track record for
solid economic performance. “Canada has
the ‘best-off’ middle class in the world.
We think it can be better off and we are
going to continue to make it better off with
more tax reductions in the future,” he said.
Tanaka response—”This election is
about our future and Canadians know better is always possible. My conservative
incumbent runs on the slogan Change for
the Better but I ask you, where is the
change, where is the better?”
Gerl response—”The 1.3 million jobs—
that seems to be a magically increasing
number. I think I read 1,8 million somewhere on a flyer so I think it has suddenly
leaped so I think they are using some sort

of strange mathematics.”
Liberals
Ms. Tanaka insists her party’s platform of
major infrastructure investment supported
by three years of “modest” deficits, a national housing strategy, bigger, better taxfree child care benefits and a seven per
cent income tax reduction for the middle
class are the best laid plans to benefit her
riding constituents. “You can rely on the
Liberal party to make sure they will bring
us back to a balanced budget...we have a
history of balanced budgets so you can
trust innovation and you can trust investment,” she said.
Van Loan response—”Canadians will
end up paying for the Liberal plans. The
Liberal choice is a path of tax hikes and
$1,000 increase on the average worker on
their payroll taxes...at the same time there
is an admission that they are going to run
massive billion dollar deficits. That approach will be harmful to individual families, it will be harmful to the Canadian
economy and it will be harmful to the
York Simcoe economy.”
Gerl Response—“As usual when the
Liberals are running for election they
speak very much like the NDP. A lot of the
platforms sound like they are taken right
out of our book and that
is par for the course. And
then when it comes time
for governing they are
right back to abandoning
ideas and principles.”
New Democratic Party
Sylvia Gerl said the
NDPs plan for progressive tax reform, which
will close loopholes for
big business and stop
“subsidies”/tax breaks
for banks and oil compa-

Candidates Peter Van Loan, Shaun Tanaka and Sylvia Gerl debate issues at
Rogers TV’s Politically Speaking with
Paul Nicholls.
nies, will help fund plans for $15-a-day
day-care and tax cuts for working families.
She said a $15-an-hour minimum wage,
improved infrastructure and stable funding
for municipalities will make the biggest
difference to residents in Georgina.
Tanaka Response—”$15 a day child
care is ambitious and I would appreciate
that as a parent but I don’t think it is a reality. It is requiring the provinces to match
an investment of $3.3 billion a year...and it
has been found that those child care
spaces, for a child born today, it will be
eight years before they will be able to have
that space put into effect.”
Van Loan response—”In 1993, 1997,
2000 and 2004 in each of these years in the
elections, the Liberals promised to Canadians a child care program and it was never
delivered. So they have credibility when
they say it is too expensive.”
The Rogers TV debate will run on Channel
10 until election day:
Sundays at 12:00 noon and 11:00 pm;
Mondays at 7:00 pm; Tuesdays at 10:00
pm; Wednesdays at 5:00 pm; Thursdays at
12:00 noon; Fridays at 10:00 am and 8:00
pm; Saturdays at 2:00 pm and 9:00 pm.
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Kids get into fire safety
The key message of this year's
Fire Prevention
Week campaign,
from October 410, was “hear the
beep where you
sleep”— a reminder to install
smoke alarms in
every bedroom,
outside each
Tommy Dewsbury (forefront) and his brother
separate sleeping Andrew practice a 911 call to report a fire
area, and on
and react to operator instructions in the
every level of the model home at the Pefferlaw Fire Hall.
home including
the basement.
“Many fatal
fires occur at
night when everyone is asleep
so early warning is crucial to
survival,” said
Fire Chief Ron
Jenkins.
He said although the Ontario Fire Code
requires workEmma Parsons (left) and Owen Dewsbury
ing smoke
alarms on every (middle) get some help from a Pefferlaw volunteer firefighter to take a shot at putting out
storey of the
home and out- a target fire set up during the Pefferlaw Fire
side all sleeping Hall Open House on October 1.
areas, the Georgina fire department recomyoungsters and their families.
mends installing alarms in
Kids were able to learn about
every bedroom.
fire safety, dress in fire fightAll three Town of Georgina
ing bunker gear, practise with
fire halls participated in the
the hose target and tour a
2015 event through an open
model home designed to demhouse function featuring hands onstrate the effectiveness of a
-on demonstrations to deliver fire safety escape plan.
the fire safety message to
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Let the games begin...

The conveners of the 21st Georgina Senior Games helped the
dignitaries cut the ribbon to open the games on September 22 at
the Pefferlaw Community Lions Hall. According to the Director
of Recreation and Culture, Robin McDougall, the Town has
received over 500 entries for the 30 events that will take place
over 40 days of competition.
New to the line-up of events this year are archery, bocce ball,
the prediction swim, snooker, tennis and cycling.
The competitors will reconvene at the Sutton Arena Hall on October 27 for lunch and to pick up their medals during the closing
ceremonies.

Town experiences wave of interest in Waterways committee
Continued from page 1.
value of lakefront homes and effects on
humans and wildlife,” he said. His presentation included detailed photos of sedimentation flowing into Lake Simcoe along
Burnie Creek from a neighbouring farm.
Mr. Dave Holt from Islandview Beach said
the problem with the lake stems from the
“sod busters” in the area.
“The problem is not 50 metres from the
lake. The problem is 10 kilometres back.
That is where the soil is flushing down the
creeks and into the lake. The star of our
show are the sod busters. They are the ones
that are out there putting the nitrates on the
soil,” he said. “They have managed to reduce the little creeks that run alongside and
drainage ditches to a narrow torrent that
takes all those nitrates and runs them right
down into the lake where they feed all of
the grass plants in the lake.”
Mr. Holt said over the years he has
watched the smelts, the carp and bass disappear as sod farms have doubled in size
and in numbers.
Another Islandview Beach resident said
she has been frustrated trying to get a government agency to own the problem and
stop passing the buck. “If we are going to
have a committee, it has to have some

power to say and do something about it,”
she said.
Colin Dobell addressed the issue of lake
access and related discussions the Ontario
Water Centre has had with a local beach
association. He said many of the private
beach associations own lakefront beaches
which are underutilized due to a decrease
in membership. He suggested there may be
an opportunity to swap maintenance services provided by the Town for controlled
beach access by non-beach association
members.
In a follow-up interview to the meeting,
Virginia Beach resident Mr. Barber told the
Georgina Post that he has decided to move
forward and apply for funding from the
Lake Simcoe Clean-up fund to physically
address the issues he presented at the September 29 meeting.
”We know what the problem is and we
know how to fix it,” Mr. Barber said. “We
are looking for guidance from various government bodies on methodology, direction
and funding to help us.”
He said the application will focus on creek
bank stabilization, dredging and the removal of one kilometre of weed growth
along the lakefront.
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Lake Dr. Committee
Continued from page 3.
be open and transparent.
“We would be highly criticized if we
did not try to make this process as open
and as transparent as possible,” said
Mayor Quirk.
A non-lakefront resident on Hedge Rd.,
Mr. David Hobson, said he was very
interested in the lakefront ownership/
usage issue and put forth an alternative
idea which he said would improve
process efficiency and transparency.
“I respectfully submit the simplest way
to ensure transparency is through our
elected representatives. That is what we
elected them for,” he said, suggesting
councillors consult with their constituents on the issue and move forward
accordingly.
Council moved to appoint three council
members and five Lake Dr. resident
members to the ad hoc committee and
advertise for the addition of one to
three more members. Terms of reference will be written and presented to
council at the October 28 council meeting.
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This “rafter” of wild turkeys (I had to
look that one up) takes a leisurely stroll
along Old Homestead Rd. I’m not sure if
they know Thanksgiving is just around
the corner.

Congratulations to the students of Deer Park School for
claiming the title of Summer Reading Club champions. Sponsored by the Georgina Public Libraries, Georgina students
were encouraged to read 12 books throughout the summer
and Deer Park had the highest ratio of kids reading throughout the summer. Congratulations to all!

Cameron Aiken from AikenKraft Wood Creations on Hwy. 48 was
one of over 40 artisans showing off their talents and creativity
during the 21st Georgina Studio Tour on September 26 and 27.
His one-of-a-kind creations are crafted from locally sourced material that has been reclaimed, recycled or salvaged. “My specialty
is recently fallen trees struck by lightning or blown down in the
wind,” Mr. Aiken said. “I do my best to also find unique, natural
creations on the forest floor in various states of decay.”
Mr. Aiken’s home and shop on Hwy. 48 is crammed full of handcrafted wood projects including a gorgeous Toronto Maple Leafs
youth bed complete with the net as a headboard and a player
locker for a closet.

Georgina’s 4th Annual
Harvest Dinner lived up to
its billing and sold out
weeks before the doors
opened on Saturday, October 3 at the Pefferlaw Lions Community Hall.
Showcasing local food and
Ontario wine, the dinner
featured a menu prepared
by award winning chef
Cori Doern of Cori’s Café
in Sutton.
Over 200 guests sat down
to dinner, some arranging
their own table linens, fall
table decorations and their
own table settings (see top
left photo).
In the bottom left photo
volunteers serve up the
main course of the five
course meal.
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Georgina high on Stilettos and
Sneakers

Members of the Minden and District Lions Club were guests of the
Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club during their premier spaghetti dinner
held at the Udora Hall on Saturday, September 26. Pictured above
are Paul Norry, Fwin Norry, Jimmy Donaldson, Brian Moore and
Colleen Mewha.

The Board of Directors for Hospice Georgina get ready to welcome supporters attending their Annual General Meeting at the
Summer Dining Room of the Briars Resort on Monday, September
28.

A record crowd stepped out to attend the 2015 edition of
Stilettos and Sneakers, a consumer show designed to feature products and services for women.
Hundreds of women browsed through the exhibits of dozens of vendor displays set up in two rooms at the Georgina Ice Palace on October 3.
Above, Georgina Life co-host Jennifer Anderson shows
off a collection of gently used purses from a total purse
donation of 75. They were silently auctioned off and the
proceeds of approximately $1,000 was donated to the
Integrated Breast Cancer Screening Unit at South Lake
Hospital in Newmarket.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Don’t miss Hospice Georgina’s 4th Annual
Box Lunch Auction on Tues. Oct. 13 from
11:00 to 1:00 pm. (905) 722-9333.

meeting at 383 Osborne St.

mas Toy donations greatly appreciated.

Ontario Library Week from Oct. 18 to 24.
The Sutton Legion is hosting a Halloween
Meet and greet at Keswick Branch on Oct. 22 Dance on Sat. Oct. 31 at 8:00 pm. Free adfrom 6:00 to 7:00 pm.
mission, entertainment and prizes.

The Town of Georgina will release its new
proposed Official Plan at a public meeting on
The Udora Lions Club Spaghetti Dinner will
Wed. Oct 14 at 7:30 pm in council chambers.
be held on Fri. Oct. 23 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Author Joanne Culley will discuss her new
at the Udora Hall.
book Love in the Air; Second World War
The Pefferlaw Lioness is hosting their Craft
Letters at the Peter Gzowski Library in Sutand Hobby Show to at the Pefferlaw Lions
ton on Wed. Oct. 14 at 7:00 pm.
Community Centre on Sat. Oct. 24. Vendors
You can’t miss the Georgina Pins & Needles call (705) 437-1552 to participate.
Quilt Show at the Kin Hall on Sat. Oct. 17
Port Bolster Hall Board is hosting their Anfrom 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.
nual Halloween Party on Sat. Oct. 24 from
On Sat. Oct. 17 the LSRCA is hosting a free 12:00 to 2:00 pm. It’s all free. Just wear a
walking tour of York private and public for- costume and bring a food pantry donation.
ests. Register at yourtour.eventbrite.ca
Trinity United Church in Cannington is holdOr call Jen at 1 (800) 465-0437 ex. 121.
ing a Bazaar, craft sale and Soup’n Sweets
The Keswick United Church Sunday Afterlunch on Sat. Oct. 24 from 10 am - 2 pm.
noon Concert on Sun. Oct. 18 will feature
The Keswick Christian Church October ComVoices of Joy at 3:00 pm. Tickets $20.
munity Dinner is on Wed. Oct. 28 from 5:00
Friends of the Library invite you to a Victoto 6:30 pm. All welcome.
rian High Tea on Sun. Oct. 18 from 2:00 to
The Egypt Hall Board members are hosting a
4:00 pm at De La Salle Hall. $25.00.
Halloween Dance on Fri. Oct. 30 at the Egypt
Hospice Georgina invites you to register for
Hall at 8:00 pm. Tickets 10.
their 8-week grief support program from Oct.
Come to Hawkins Halloween Haunt for Hun20 to Dec. 8. Call (905 722-9333
ger Graveyard Scaretacular on Fri. Oct. 30
On Thurs. Oct. 22 at 7:30 pm the Beaverton
and Sat. Oct. 31 at 9 Hawkins St. in Sutton
Horticulture Society will host their general
from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm. Food and Christ-

The Keswick United Church Autumn Bazaar
will be held from 8:00 am to noon on Sat.
Oct. 31.
Club 55 Pefferlaw will host their club luncheon on Tues. Nov. 3 at 12:00 noon at the
Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre.
The Georgina Historical Society invites you
to their Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 4 at the ROC Chalet. Meet and
greet at 6:30 and dinner at 7:00. Tickets $30.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Bella went missing on
Oct. 2 from Simcoe St.
near United Church in
Beaverton. Please call
(289) 231-5026.
Bakery Manager Wanted—We are
looking for a bakery manager who is
mature, reliable and organized, who has
excellent customer service skills and is
able to work weekends. Please bring
resume to 2 Market Square Sutton.

 Life Insurance

