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Draft budget will be deliberated by council before final tax impact known
A two-day budget meeting
on November 23 and 24 will
focus on reducing a 4.5 per
cent increase in property
taxes predicted by staff in a
budget document presented
to council on November 11.
The draft budget predicts
total expenditures in 2016 of
$76 million—$38.6 for operating expenses, $18.3 in
capital expenditures, $11.5
for water and sewer operations (to be paid for by users), and $7.4
million will be set aside as reserves.
According to staff, the overarching theme
of the 2016 draft budget presented to council reflects the “needs” of the organization
and not the “wants”.
A significant response to this theme was
the 2016 reduction in capital spending signaled by a couple of civic centre departments.
For example, the 2016 tax-levy supported
capital budget for the operations and engineering department is predicted to decrease
by as much as 55 per cent while operating
expenses will increase by 4.3 per cent.
This department, which will manage a total
budget of $17 million ($13.7 million in
operating and $3.4 million capital spending), is charged with road construction,

The Library Board will also experience a
decrease in their capital expenditures in
2016. It predicts a 32.8 per cent drop in
capital spending while budgeting an increase of 3.3 per cent for operating expenses. In total, Georgina libraries are
expected to cost taxpayers approximately
$2.5 million in 2016.
All other department budgets, such as administrative services, recreation and culture, planning and building and the CAO’s
office are expected to experience an inSource: Town of Georgina
crease in both operating and capital
maintenance, snow removal, garbage col- expenditures.
lection, street lighting and building equip- The Recreation and Culture draft budget is
$4.8 million—$3.6 million in operating
ment maintenance among others.
costs (a 4.4 per cent increase) and $1.18
The capital expenditures for the fire department in 2016 will decrease by 8.1 per million in capital expenditures (a 17.9 per
cent increase).
cent—although they will experience an
The draft budget for Administrative Serincrease in operating expenses of 7.7 per
cent primarily to cover the salaries of four vices is $4.9 million and represents an inadditional firefighters and wage increases. crease in operating costs of 4.5 per cent
The 2016 operating budget is $7.1 million and capital costs by 36.8 per cent. It is expected the Town will spend $110,000 in
and $733,700 will be spent on capital
2016 to upgrade the infrastructure assets of
which includes the purchase of a new
the South Shore Community Broadband
$533,000 pumper.
An interesting note in the fire department internet service—technology the Town
budget is $40,000 worth of revenue com- took over in 2013 when the company defaulted on loans to the Town. The 2016
ing from service fee charges. These fees
could include, but are not limited to, water draft balance sheet for the broadband serrescues, non-recreational burning permits, vice shows revenues of $52,100 and
Continued on page 3...
and commercial inspections.
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Legal robbery
I’ve been mulling over what I
would use this space for in this
issue—I considered making a
comment on the carnage in
France and I also thought I
could appeal to Prime Minister
Trudeau to take his time when
screening the 25,000 refugees
coming into Canada. I was
going to advise him not to rush
toward the January 1 deadline
he promised in the campaign. I
wanted to say that in light of
the recent events in Paris, trying to screen 25,000 refugees
in just over a month may not
give Canadians the level of
comfort we need to assure us
that that all efforts are being
made to prevent an ISIS sympathizer from slipping through.
That is what I was going to say
but I got a call from my banking institution the other day to
discuss the bank charges on
my account and all previous
thoughts of what to write about
disappeared.
Thankfully the call was being
recorded and I hope that a supervisor, manager or even a
VP is going to listen as I
calmly and respectfully called
them crooks, robbers and pickpockets.
I really take issue with the cost
of banking transactions—$1.25
for every transaction over the
provision of my plan but the
plan itself charges $0.85 for
each transaction. A transaction
is any line item listed on your
statement. It can be a deposit
or a withdrawal and it doesn’t
matter if you use a teller, the
ATM or internet banking—it
all counts as a transaction. If I
withdraw money from a different banking institution, I am
charged $3.00 at the ATM
plus $1.95 inflicted by my
own institution for the same
transaction.
But I was told if I used my
credit card for purchases instead of my debit card, there
would be no transaction costs.
“Why is that?” I innocently
asked. “Surely both types of
transactions take up the same
amount of computer process-

ing time and energy.”
The reason of course is the
hope that large credit card bills
will translate into more money
on credit card interest charges
for the banks.
Studies suggest and experts
agree that the consumer debt
load in this country is alarming. Household debt levels
currently sit at 163 per cent of
disposable income. And yet,
the banks continue to give consumers an incentive to continue piling up debt with their
“free” credit card transaction
practices and penalize those of
us who prefer to pay upfront.
If the central bank is so concerned about our debt load,
why on earth do they allow
these gouging practices by the
banking institutions to continue?
When monthly bank charges
start coming eerily close to the
cost of life supporting utility
bills, something has to change!
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Content of draft budget to be debated
Continued from page 1.
expenses of $213,600.00.
The toughest pill to swallow
coming out of the 2016 budget
will be for users of the town’s
water and sewer services. According to the 2016 draft
budget, users can expect to pay
15.4 per cent more next year
increasing the average annual
2015 bill from $954.28 to
$1,101.52 in 2016. Users were
faced with an increase of 13.2
per cent in 2015.
The rate hike in 2016 is attributed, in part, to the nine per cent
increase demanded by York
Region which provide the service but staff also told council
conservation initiatives by users
are also partly to blame for the
increase.
Treasurer Ms. Mathewson said
although conservation initiatives are a “good thing”, rates
are based on usage and as the
usage drops, the rates to provide
the service will need to go up
since infrastructure and delivery costs do not fluctuate with
usage but remain the same.
The water and sewer budget
will also carry the debt load for
the $6 million rehabilitation of
the Dalton Rd. sewer infrastructure scheduled for 2016 and
$1.58 million will be drawn
from the water and sewers reserves to install gravity sewer
connections on Lowndes Ave.
in Keswick.
The budget presentation made
by Ms. Mathewson to council
on November 11 highlighted a
number of infrastructure funding gaps which were identified
in the 2014 Asset Management
Plan. Specifically, she said
Georgina’s roads infrastructure
is currently experiencing a
funding gap of between $3.2
and $3.6 million. An extra
$350,000 in tax levies will be
set aside in 2016 to help reduce
the gap going forward and
$1.18 million will be spent on
roads rehabilitation next year.
A number of new capital initiatives were identified in the 2016
draft budget and if they make it

through council’s budget negotiations on November 23 and
24, the Pefferlaw Ice Pad will
get a new roof thanks to
$315,000 in federal funding and
$471,230 in gas tax funding. A
federal grant will also help
Georgina provide $326,700
worth of accessibility improvements at De La Salle Park.
These include accessibility
pathways from the parking lots
and from the park to the beach.
The rehabilitation of Mossington Bridge has been on the
books since 2014 but staff anticipate a contract will be tendered next year for approximately $575,000.00. The work,
which will maintain the heritage
integrity of the 103 year old
structure, will begin in early
spring with completion scheduled prior to the 2016/2017 winter season.
While the draft budget calculated a $76 increase in property
taxes for the average household,
Ms. Mathewson says property
owners won’t know the final
outcome until after York Region and the school boards finalize their 2016 budgets.
“We will not know the final
impact of York Region and
School Boards budgets until
such time as they have adopted
their annual budgets and established the 2016 property tax
rates required for their purposes,” Ms. Mathewson said.
However, if York Region goes
ahead with their predicted 2016
increase of 2.85 per cent, that
would add an additional $34.00.
As a result, the total municipal
levy for the average household,
without the impact of the school
boards, would be $110, she
says.
Council deliberations on November 23 and 24 will also affect the final outcome. However, CAO Winanne Grant told
council not to channel their energy looking for savings in the
$38.6 million operations budget
because it is already “tight” and
“we are projecting very, very
responsibly.”
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Waiting for the snow to fall

Heart of Ontario Snowmobile Club executive members Mike
McLean (left) and Dave Marzetti (right) have their equipment
all tuned up to go once the snow starts to fall.
The Heart of Ontario Snowmobile Club, the group responsible for clearing and maintaining more than 350 kilometres
of groomed trails, is celebrating 40 years of operation.
Members and volunteers supporting the club hosted an
Open House in Cannington on
Sunday, November 15 and
celebrated both the past and
upcoming winter trail-riding
seasons.
While Club Chair Mike
McLean and Sectretary/
Treasurer Dave Marzetti are
waiting patiently for the snow
to fly, they explained the work
the Club volunteers undertake
every year to ensure the trails
are cleared and groomed for
snowmobile enthusiasts.
“It takes a lot of planning, hard
work and coordination,” Mr.
McLean said. The Club is of-

ten required to gain permissions from private property
owners when the layout of a
trail traverses private property,
he said.
Members who purchase a trail
permit from the Club are able
to travel over 80,000 kilometres of connected Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Club
trails stretching throughout the
entire province of Ontario.
The Heart of Ontario Club
volunteers use three Lamtrac
groomers, three drags, and two
Kawasaki ATV Mules to cut
and groom their trails from
Bellville in the east to west of
Pefferlaw in the west, to north
of Beaverton in the north and
south to Uxbridge.
Information on the Club and
purchasing permits can be
found on their website at.
www.heartofontario.ca
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Tennyson Tidbits
Kudos and congratulations to
Quick Pizza in Keswick for
donating all of the proceeds
of their sales on November 3,
($3,200) to Mitch Stark to
assist him with expenses to
install accessibility features in
his home and allow him to
live independently. Not only
does Quick Pizza make the
best pizza in Georgina, they
are also great corporate citizens!

Santa Claus Parade. Dave and
Robin collected $643.75 in
cash and more than $600 in
clothing donations along the
parade route. It seems this
could be a challenge for Sutton parade enthusiasts on
December 5!

Congratulations to Ashley
Hatt and her husband on the
birth of their son, Hudson,
7lb. 3oz. on November 8.
Proud grandparents are Dave
and Tami Shearer and great
grandparents Carol and Allen
Wolfe.

The Georgina Historical Society has published a commemorative calendar in celebration of Sutton’s 125th
‘Tis the Season for Giving...a Anniversary. The 2016 calenhuge shout out to Councillor dar boasts a selection of old
Sutton photos and a collecDave Neeson, Robin Kontion of significant historical
stantopoulos and the people
of Keswick for their support dates in Sutton’s history. All
proceeds support the Historiof the Sandgate Women’s
cal Society.
Shelter during the Keswick

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Georgina celebrates long-awaited opening of the LINK
More than 350 residents joined Georgina
council and staff to cut the ribbon and officially open the Town’s newest service hub.
The LINK is the result of more than three
years of planning and development to repurpose the former Sutton Public School on
Dalton Rd. and turn it into a multi-use facility with a modern commercial kitchen as
its focus.
As Mayor Margaret Quirk welcomed visitors she paid homage to previous council
members under the leadership of former
Mayor Rob Grossi.
“This project started under the previous
council and without their vision, we would
not be here this evening,” she said.
After a short video, Mayor Quirk explained
the mission statement for the facility and
how it will develop going forward.
“The mission statement of the LINK is that
we are a partnership of community members and agencies working together to explore and create new opportunities for everyone in Georgina. We will do this by linking people and services to unlock and promote innovation and community potential.”
Phase One of the $4.8 million project renovated 14,700 sq. ft. of space for three core
tenants—The Georgina Training Centre,

Hospice Georgina and the
Georgina Food Pantry.
However, the Town is
currently accepting expressions of interest from
a number of other agencies with an eye on moving to the LINK.
The centrepiece of the
Phase One renovations is
a state-of-the-art 1,100 sq.
ft. kitchen valued at close
to $350,000.00. It boasts
two stainless steel convection ovens, a gas range
and tilting skillet, a
Mayor Margaret Quirk (centre) is joined by former Mayor
freezer, fridge and large
Rob Grossi (left), current and former council members and
Corian countertop work
the advisory board chair to cut a ribbon.
spaces. The adjoining
3,000 sq. ft. event hall can accommodate a other 14,000 sq. ft. of space in the east
crowd of up to 225 people and is currently wing of the building and an accessibility
available for weddings, corporate functions ramp to service that portion of the building
is currently underway.
and community events.
The business plan was tabled in August and
Phil Rose-Donahoe, the Town’s Manager
of Culture and lead project manager during estimates lease, space rentals and fundraisconstruction, said the first of the three core ing revenues of $194,159 in the first year of
tenants are expected to move in as early as operation. Expenses have been estimated at
$532,250 for the same time period.
February next year.
Phase Two of the project will open up an-
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Walk to Bethlehem in Pefferlaw a re-enactment of birth of Christ

Mary and Joseph travel along the path
on their way to Bethlehem.

Visitors meet a tax collector as they
make their way to the market.

Over 150 players at Cedardale Church in
Pefferlaw staged an hour-long reenactment along the road to Bethlehem on
November 20 and 21. Visitors were transported back 2000 years to the birth of
Christ and were delighted by the recreated sights and sounds of 17 staged
scenes. On their journey along a flame-lit
winding pathway they were met by lepers,
thieves, angels, merchants, peddlers, shepherds, Roman soldiers, the Wise Men,
Mary and Joseph, the innkeeper and the
baby Jesus.

Angels suddenly appear like an apparition
as travellers walk by.

Peddlers and merchants display their
wares inviting passersby to stop and
browse.

Three Wise Men prepare to make the journey to Bethlehem to celebrate the birth of
Jesus.
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Keswick Santa Claus Parade delights thousands of youngsters

Thousands lined the streets of Keswick on Saturday,
November 14 to greet the Jolly Ol’ Elf and the 56 parade entries and eight bands and performers which
passed by sharing holiday cheer.
Photos:
Top Left—Santa sends out a cheerful Ho! Ho! Ho! to
all the kiddies.
To Right—Jamie Lynn Reid follows behind her band
singing lively Christmas songs and carols.
Bottom Right—Sesame Street characters delighted the
youngsters waving enthusiastically from the Hopefest
Presents 4 Miracles float.
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Photos:
(Top Left) Float sponsored by St.
Thomas Aquinas; (Top Right) Girl
Guides float dressed in cookies;
(Middle Left) Little Caesars Pizza
mascot; (Middle Centre) Bernadette Connors Band; (Middle
Right) The Sutton Glass deliciously
decorated gingerbread house;
(Bottom) The Blue Saints Drum and
Bugle Corps from Sudbury is one of
eight bands entertaining the crowd
along the parade route.
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Town cites concern over liability
The rehabilitation of Paradise
Island Bridge, a private structure providing access to nine
property owners on a small
inland island along Lake Drive
East, has been the topic of debate at the Town for many
years.
Town staff and the property
owners all agree the bridge is
failing and immediate attention
is required to provide safe access for residents, emergency
vehicles and utility suppliers.
However, the key question in
the debate is, who pays?
Previous discussions with island property owners have
focused on a $100,000 price
tag for a new bridge. But that
number has been updated and
new estimates suggest a prefabricated bridge could cost
more than four times the original amount.
In a verbal report to council on
Wednesday, November 18,

CAO Winanne Grant told
council a preliminary estimate
to rehabilitate the bridge could
be as high as $450,000.00.
However, Ms. Grant said a
tender process would be
needed to provide a more exact
estimate and she asked council
for direction to assist her in her
deliberations with island residents.
“I prefer to go to tender and
get an exact number so we
aren’t dealing with a moving
target,” she said.
While expressing concern for
the predicament of island residents, Ward 1 Councillor
Naomi Davison clearly voiced
her opposition to using taxpayer money to rehabilitate a
private asset. “This is private
property and for a municipality
it could be a slippery slope,”
she said. “We would be asking
the people of Georgina to contribute to an asset on private
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exposure in Paradise Island Bridge debate
property and benefitting only the people
living there.”
But Dave Neeson, the
Councillor for Ward 3,
said he has received a
number of calls from
residents of Paradise
Island who say trucks
are unable cross the
bridge to deliver winter fuel supplies and he
expressed concern
over the ability of
emergency vehicles to
respond. He said emerThis photo clearly shows the state of the Paradise Island
gency repairs to the
Bridge which everyone agrees is in need of rehabilitation.
bridge are required
immediately and the
potential funding opportunities at other
$450,000 estimated costs for a new, prefabricated bridge is a cost residents would levels of government could be investigated.
be unable to bear even if the cost were am- The ensuing debate also raised the issue of
liability exposure for the Town should
ortized over a 50 year period.
“I understand it is private and I understand council decide to move forward with emergency repairs while the issue of a permathe issues but we’ve got to repair it and
nent solution is being resolved.
move forward. I want to drive home the
point that we have to figure something out Ward 1 Councillor Naomi Davison clearly
at a cost residents can bear.” He suggested voiced her opposition to the Town’s in-

volvement, even with emergency repairs.
“I am concerned about contributing to an
asset we don’t own and what that means
from a legal perspective. I don’t want to
touch it,” she said.
Paradise Island is a man-made island created in the early part of the last century and
was originally established as a cottage retreat area. Over the years, cottages have
been converted to year-round homes and
Georgina residents living there are charged
the going tax rate based on assessed value
despite the fact that they do not have snow
removal services, must carry their garbage
out to Lake Drive and live on an unassumed road.
According to Ms. Grant the question of the
Town assuming the bridge is a complex
one . “Hypothetically the Town can consider taking ownership of any privately
owned asset—each individual situation,
however, requires a multi-faceted assessment to determine feasibility and appropriateness.”
Ultimately, the residents will need to conduct any necessary emergency repairs and
council directed Ms. Grant to move forward with the tendering process.
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Phoenix friends and fans show early support
Way to Go, Jessica, was the vibration in the room for one of Canada’s most successful equestriennes
during a fan rally at the Wilfrid
Hall on Thursday, November 19.
Jessica Phoenix, a Wilfrid resident
and Olympic hopeful, will travel to
Rio next year to compete in the
Eventing competition during the
2016 Summer Olympics. Once
there, she hopes to add to her medal
inventory which includes a team
Jessica Phoenix (centre) accepts recognition from
silver and individual bronze won at
Brock Mayor John Grant (right) and Wilfrid Hall
the Toronto Pan Am Games earlier
Board Chair Faye Wilkinson (left).
this year.
Thanking her fans at the rally on Thursday mittee will endorse the 12-year old Westphalian gelding Pavarotti as her Eventing
evening, Ms. Phoenix described the past
year as a bit of a roller coaster ride with the “team mate”. The horse is owned by Don J.
Good.
birth of her second child in May, her sucIn the 2012 Olympic Games Ms. Phoenix
cess at the Pan Am Games and a serious
was the only Canadian Eventing entry that
riding accident last summer when she
broke her ribs and lacerated her liver dur- completed the course clean.
ing a spill at a competition in New Jersey. Before a crowd of well-wishers, Sunder“It is so humbling to be among a group of land veterinarian Dr. Debbie told Ms.
Phoenix she was an inspiration to a whole
people who care so much,” Ms. Phoenix
host of young people. “It takes a village to
said.
raise a world class athlete and it’s nice that
Ms. Phoenix says although she has four
you recognize this,” Dr. Debbie said.
mounts that have qualified for the Rio
Games, she is hopeful the Olympic Com-

General public vote for
Regional Chair “not a good
idea”...Wheeler
York Region council deferred a decision
last week on whether or not to support a
bid to add the Regional Chair position to
the list of election candidates in the next
municipal election.
The current Chair, Wayne Emmerson, is
serving his first term as the political head
of York Region and was elected by the 21member council last year after long-time
appointed Chair Bill Fisch retired.
On November 19, Regional Council heard
seven deputations supporting the idea of
putting the Regional Chair position to a
region-wide public vote.
But according to Georgina’s Regional
Councillor Danny Wheeler, it is not a
good idea. He says the population numbers between the municipalities in the
south and those in the north are disproportionate and would tip the scales toward the
more urban centres such as Markham,
Richmond Hill and Vaughan.
“As an elected position, it would be a million dollar campaign and it would go to
the person who could raise the most
money,” Councillor Wheeler said. “And it
would automatically go in favour of a person from the southern municipalities.”
Councillor Wheeler says right now the
system is working. “It has worked well as
far as us getting our fair share,” he says.
And although advocates for the election
option feel “the most powerful person in
the region” should be elected through a
democratic process, he doesn’t agree.
“That is not the case. The power comes
from the council itself,” he said, adding,
that York Region council has the power to
appoint the Chair and, referring to the
situation in Toronto last year, it also has
the power to remove the Chair if it ever
became necessary.
Mayor Margaret Quirk said she is not
ready to offer an opinion yet. She says she
sees both sides of the debate but wants to
see the report when it comes back to Regional Council in February. “Ultimately it
is the province that makes the decision
and if the province wants to do it, they are
going to do it and we will have to live
with any changes that they make,” she
said. “But if you are asking us to endorse
it, then I need more information.”
Bill 42, the Municipal Amendment Act to
elect the head of council for York Region
has received second reading and has been
sent to committee.
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Christmas at the Pioneer Village

Georgina set the tone
for the upcoming holiday season with a musically-coordinated display of lights at the
Civic Centre on November 21.
Two-and-a-half year
old Mackenzie Pisarek
delights in the festive
mood and looks like she
could be dancing to the
music.

After the lighting, more than 600 residents enjoyed the sights
and sounds of a Georgina 19th century Christmas at the
Georgina Pioneer Village.
Above, a Georgina Historical Society volunteer passes out
cookies as Mom and Dad stand in line for free hot chocolate in
the log house.
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Jackie Diasio (left) and Bette Banks (right) look over items available at the Keswick United Church Sale Autumn Bazaar last
month.

Above: A yummy table at the Knox United Church Marketplace on November 14.
First Photo Below: Members of the Pefferlaw Lioness display some of the 52 pies available for sale at the Lioness
Craft and Bake Sale on November. 14.
Last Photo Below: Don Reese proudly holds up a jar of
Grama Deb’s preserves line which includes 80 varieties of
jams, jellies, mincemeat and more.

The Pefferlaw Arts & Craft Club displayed hundreds of hand-made
items at their show and sale on November 14 and held a fundraising raffle.

The Community Living craft sale at the Ice Palace on November 14
was alive with shoppers browsing through dozens of displays by
local area vendors. Proceeds of the show support people living
with developmental disabilities.
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These young ladies at the Salvation Army Church craft and
bake sale on November 14 proudly display their selection of
home-made goodies.
Our municipal, provincial and federal representatives all came to
help Sobey’s owner Gerry Derouin and Salvation Army representatives get their Annual Kettle Kick-off started on November 21.

There was lots to choose from at the Port Bolster Hall craft
sale on November 21.

Margaret Downes (left) and Kim Pastoc (right) show off some
of the fabulous items for sale at the Art, Chic & Antique Sale
at the Udora United Church on Saturday, November 21.

The ever-popular Sugar Plum Fair, held at Knox United Church
in Sutton, was jam-packed with shoppers and vendors alike on
Saturday, November 21.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
It’s Holiday Magic time at your library.
Help the kids decorate a tree in Sutton on
Tues. Nov. 24 at 6:30 pm, Keswick on
Wed. Nov. 25 at 6:30 pm, and Pefferlaw on
Sun. Nov. 29 at 1:30 pm.
The Keswick Christian Church will be
serving its delicious community dinner on
Nov. 25 from 5:00 to 6:30 pm. All welcome.
Come on out to the Christmas Tree & Menorah Lighting at the Jackson’s Point Parkette on Sat. Nov. 28 at 7:00 pm.
Light a candle and remember a loved one
at the Candlelight Memorial Service at
Forrest & Taylor on Monday, November
30 at 7:30 pm. Refreshments to follow.

The Georgina Historical Society invites
you to their Christmas Reading at the Briars Resort on December 6 at 7:00 p.m.
The Jackson’s Point Village Association
invites you to the Blessing of the Menorah
at the Jackson’s Point Parkette on Sat. December 12 at 7:00 pm. Don’t forget to reserve your traditional Chanukah dinner at
the Arms, follow the Blessing.
Come out to the Sutton Legion on Sat. Dec.
12 and support the Georgina Youth Centre
during a fundraising sale between 10:00 am
and 2:00 pm. Large selection of vendors to
help with those last minute gifts. Silent
auction, door prizes, mystery basket, mini
draws, music and more.

Free Community Dinner at Cedarvale
Church, Pefferlaw on Wed. Dec. 2 at 6:00
pm. All welcome.

Hospice Georgina invites you to their Annual Open House on Wed. Dec. 16, 2:00
pm to 6:00 pm at 152 High Street in Sutton.

On December 3 at 7:30 pm. M.W. Becker
Funeral Home in Keswick will host their
20th Annual Christmas of Remembrance
service.

If you don’t want to send last year’s holiday cards this year, bring the unused cards
to a Georgina Library and exchange them
for new-to-you cards.

Loretto Maryholme in Roches Point is
holding a silent retreat on Dec. 4 and 5.
Communal meal at 6:00 pm. Call (905) 476
-4013.
Register for the Ugly Christmas Sweater
Run in support of the Georgina Food Pantry on Sat. Dec. 5. Entry is $10. Registration at 4:30 pm at the corner of Grew Blvd.
and Lake Dr. E. in Jackson’s Point. The
run will take place in advance of the Sutton
Festival of Lights parade.
Don’t forget the festive Sutton Festival of
Lights parade on Sat. Dec. 5 at 5:30 pm.
Come on out to the PAR Pefferlaw Christmas Tree Lighting on Sun. Dec. 6 at 7:00
pm. Carols, Santa & Mrs. Claus and treats
for the kiddies at the Pefferlaw Fire Hall.

NOTICE
The Georgina Fire Department is
reminding residents to keep fire
safety at the forefront when turning
on heating sources. “We often see an
increase in home fires during the
winter months due to heating equipment and appliances,” says Fire
Chief Ron Jenkins. “People need to
pay close attention to potential fire
hazards such as fireplaces, furnaces,
chimneys, vents and space heaters.
Remember, smoke alarms are to be
installed on every storey and outside
all sleeping areas and carbon monoxide alarms are required if the home
has a fuel-burning appliance.”

Classified Ads
NEW HOME FOR SALE
75 Lampkin St., Sutton.
Under construction. 2 storey
brick, 3 bdrm, 2.5 bathrooms,
below Keswick prices, loads of
extras, ready March 2016.
$469,900.00. By owner. Call
778-995-1063 for details.

PIANO
Bell upright piano. Free if you
move it. Call (905) 722-3869.

 Life Insurance

