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Town negotiates with feds for ownership of Mossington wharf...plus
It has been a couple of years in the making,
but council is still hopeful negotiations with
the federal government will result in a
change of ownership and dredging activities to turn the Mossington Wharf area into
a safe and useable harbour again.
The Small Craft Harbours (SCH) branch of
the Department of Oceans and Fisheries
owns the wharf which has been in a degraded state for years and has been fenced
to restrict public access. The sticking point
in an agreement that will turn ownership of
the wharf over to the town has been centred
around the amount of money the federal
government is willing to hand over to the
Town to rehabilitate the wharf and dredge
the mouth of the river.
A previous agreement signed in 2016 offered the Town $330,000 to upgrade the
wharf and dredge the mouth of the river.
However, this agreement was cancelled
when new information caused concern over
increased costs due to the degree of rehabilitation required and the potential costs of
handling dredged material if contamination
was discovered.
In a report to council on November 1 and 8,
staff included the results of a recent SCH
study which analyzed the sediment quality
of material located at the mouth of the
river. Although concentrations of copper,
lead, nickel and phosphorous in the sediment tested exceeded the provincial guidelines and standards, the report said “it is

considered non-hazardous waste if disposed
of at a licensed landfill in the Province of
Ontario.”
To help council decide on how much
money to ask for, staff prepared two cost
estimates on November 1 for the work that
would be required—one scenario described
a cost of $825,000 if the 4,000 cubic metres
of dredged material is considered noncontaminated and the other scenario totalled $1.14 million in costs should the material be deemed contaminated and special
handling and disposal measures be required.
On November 1 CAO Winanne Grant, who
had been handling the negotiations with
SCH, told council it was unlikely the federal government would agree to the cost
estimates provided by staff. But, she said “I
think we could probably come to an agreement in the seven hundred thousands.”
Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo has been a
long-time advocate for dredging the mouth
of the river and was eager to see the wharf
rehabilitated and re-opened to the public.
“Needless to say, I feel this is long overdue and needs to be resolved,” he said.
But for a number of councillors at the table,
the unknowns associated with the quality of
material that could increase the Town’s
liability if the divestiture were to take place
without contingency money to address possible contaminated material was a risk they
were not eager to take.

“What I am most concerned about is the
fact that we are being asked to take on this
additional risk,” said Regional Councillor
Naomi Davison. “We are a lower tier municipal government and they are the Government of Canada and they’re saying ‘we
don’t want to take on the possibility that it
might cost more. You guys have to take
that on’. Well, as far as I am concerned,
that is absolutely ridiculous,” she said adding, “I guess what I am looking for is protection for this municipality.”
On November 8, based on new information
brought to the council table by Project
Manager Dan Pisani, council voted four to
three to ask SCH for $770,000 to dredge
the harbour and move forward with a transfer ownership agreement.
Mr. Pisani told council the modified financial amount represented a reduction in the
amount of sediment to be dredged (3,000
cubic metres instead of 4,000) and he admitted he was optimistic that any unforeseen issues could be mitigated and dealt
with. He said further analysis of the project
revealed that new opportunities came to
light suggesting the dredged material could
possibly be repurposed as a cover for the
Warden Ave. landfill site.
Those councillors voting against the transfer agreement were Charlene Biggerstaff,
Dave Neeson and Dan Pisani. The absence
of parking and accessibility issues were key
among their concerns.
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Let’s take a look back
The Town is looking for your
input. They want to know what
you would like to see your tax
dollars spent on in 2018.
Traditionally, when they go out
with this request every budget
year, they don’t get a lot of feedback from residents. That could
be because residents don’t see a
lot of positive response to their
requests and have just decided
“why bother”. This trend may be
changing though since an on-line
survey is now available for
budget comment and requests.
As I travel around Georgina covering various events for the paper, I am in a unique position to
engage with residents and discuss issues they deem to be important and having an impact on
their lives.
And while these issues can cover
the gamut on everything from
healthcare to hydro which are
admittedly provincial jurisdictions, the one issue that seems to
be quite topical these days is our
roads.
The conversation here deals with
a plethora of problems—safety,
enforcement, capacity, condition—and given that two levels
of government (the Region and
Georgina) have jurisdiction, solutions are seen to be slow in
coming.
If we look back on the original
focus and raison d'être for municipal government, it was roads.
The first taxes collected were
used to establish a roads system
and open up the territory for
settlement. And those who
couldn’t afford to pay their taxes
were required to pay off their tax
debt through statute labour by
working on the roads.
Well, over the years a few more
obligations have been added to
the municipal government’s
mandate and, as a result, the
roads issue seems to have taken
a back seat and lost the priority
ranking it once had.
In a recent report to council,
consultants determined that
Georgina should be spending
approximately $3.2 million
every year for roads maintenance
and repair. In the 2017 budget,
approximately $1.7 million was

put aside for this work leaving a
deficit in funding of about $1.5
million.
In one conversation I had with a
resident, she expressed her concern over the capacity of our
road system given, she said, that
growth in Georgina has outstripped the ability of our roads
to accommodate the increase in
traffic. She equates the increase
in accidents to this issue and
wonders if there are any plans at
the municipal level to address
road capacity issues.
Frankly, I don’t see that happening unless staff is willing to
forego their annual wish list of
equipment. Traditionally we
spend more money on equipment
to deliver the roads maintenance
budget than we do on rehabilitating the roads—and a lot of the
time we are paying third-party
suppliers to do the work for us.
Every year we are told that our
taxes have to go up to maintain
service levels but that is certainly
not true when it comes to our
roads.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Mayor fed up with developer’s missteps
After receiving word that the
developer at the centre of the
Jackson’s Point Redevelopment controversy had posted a
six storey condo design on his
corporate website citing Bonnie
Park as its address, Mayor
Margaret Quirk shot back and
insisted on a public apology for
this latest blunder.
“To say I am not happy with
that latest post from MSR Lalu
would be somewhat of an understatement,” she told council
on Wednesday, November 8.
“When I see the distress this
causes our residents and the
distrust that it creates towards
ourselves here on council, to
the staff and to the consultants,
it really makes me upset,” she
said.
“Because we all value our
reputations and to have the
actions of a developer call into
question our honesty, our integrity and our reputation really
upsets me.”
Throughout the debate on how
to proceed with redeveloping
the Jackson’s Point Harbour
council members have been
insisting all along that “no
deal” had been struck with the
developer, MSR Lalu for the
town-owned Bonnie Park lands
despite suspicions by residents
to the contrary.
Those suspicions were based
on the fact that MSR Lalu began drilling test holes on the
Bonnie Park lands well before
the redevelopment conversation
began and council was forced
to admit the drilling was done

without its knowledge.
In an email to members of
council on November 1, resident Paul Brady advised them
of the website post and wrote:
“The concept shows very
clearly a six story condo and
the description is very detailed
along with its placement on the
lot, exactly where the
‘unauthourized’ drilling took
place.”
He again called into question
whether or not MSR Lalu had a
legal claim on Bonnie Park.
“Lalu must feel some sort of
entitlement to that land or their
concept would not be so detailed. I have lost track of the
times that I and many other
members of the public have
begged you to come clean.
What is really going on?”
Mayor Quirk immediately contacted Sunny Matharoo from
MSR Lalu who removed the
image and apologized for the
error.
But, Mayor Quirk was not appeased.
“The damage was done,” she
said. “And I told him his actions were affecting our reputation...and I said I am done answering questions that they
should be answering. I told him
that they needed to make a public apology, not only for that
but for the initial drilling done
on the property that was done
without our consent.”
That apology is expected to
come to council in person on
Wednesday, November 22.
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Pefferlaw Ice Pad update
Although the regular
skating season for the
Pefferlaw Ice Pad has
been cancelled due to
delays in erecting the
new roof, the Town
of Georgina is hoping
to create an alternate,
temporary public
skating surface located in the park this
The 2017/2018 skating season for the
winter.
Pefferlaw Ice Pad has been cancelled.
“The Town will set
being developed with construcup the temporary rink, but is
tion to begin in December,”
seeking volunteers to assist
says a spokesperson for the
with maintenance,” says a
spokesperson for the Town of Town of Georgina.
“Due to the ongoing work, the
Georgina.
2017/2018 Pefferlaw Ice Pad
Originally staff predicted the
outdoor skating schedule will
Pefferlaw Ice Pad roof construction would be completed be cancelled to make way for
the new roof.”
by late January, but that date
Volunteers willing to help with
has now been moved to the
the maintenance of the tempofirst quarter of 2018.
“The pre-engineered steel roof rary skating surface are invited
to call (905) 476-4301 ext.
structure design for the new
Pefferlaw Ice Pad roof is com- 2354.
plete and shop drawings are

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com
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Summing it all up...by Karen Wolfe
I had a chance to meet these smiling
soccer players when I attended a
Pefferlaw Lions Club meeting on
November 6.
As long-time sponsors of the Lake
Simcoe Soccer Club, the Pefferlaw
Lions were presented with a plaque
thanking them for their support this
year.
Each member of this team gave a
brief speech about what they remembered and liked most about
playing soccer this year.
It must have been a daunting experience for them but they pulled it off
brilliantly. Cheers to you all!
I took advantage of an invitation to meet
the Federal Conservative party leader
Andrew Scheer recently when he toured
the CPG Aerospace plant in Newmarket.
Here he is on the right with owners Matt
and Mike Waddington. I was given a few
minutes to speak with Mr. Scheer and we
talked mostly about the free trade agreement. He seems like a nice enough guy…
let’s see if he has the chops to go the distance.

The balloons, the ribbon, the
flowers and dignitary speeches
on November 8 paled in comparison to the food that was
sampled by those attending the
grand opening of the Symposium Café in Keswick.
Although I am not a food or
restaurant critic, I must say I
was most impressed by both the
variety and quality of the hors
d'oeuvres served by the many
enthusiastic and well trained
servers seeing to the every
comfort of their guests.

We were served tidbits of tender steak, pork, chicken and a
full range of seafood including
shrimp and salmon in addition
to samples of tasty pasta dishes.
The desserts were over the top!
Owners Rolland Roopchand
and Nishant Ramlal (centre)
both say they are delighted to
be opening their restaurant in
Keswick and if the grand opening is any indication of what is
in store for us going forward,
we are definitely in for a culinary treat.
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Tennyson Tidbits
I would like to send Happy
Birthday greetings out to Martyn Rowe who celebrated his
67th birthday on November 7.
Cheers Martyn!

mation session on the preliminary designs for the new Fire
Hall.

With deep sadness and regret
we send our condolences out to
Congratulations to Marie Kirby the friends and family of Robert
and Tim O’Neill who will ex(Bob) Chirnside of Pefferlaw
change wedding vows on Satur- who passed away on October
day, November 11. Congratula- 24.
tions to both of you!
We also send our sincere conWe welcome Becky Stark who dolences out to the friends and
is happy to greet you at the
family of Nancy “Mickey”
Pefferlaw Library as the Peffer- Macdonald, 87, who passed
law/Keswick Branch Librarian. away on October 31.
Welcome to Pefferlaw, Becky.
Edith ‘Marilyn’ Oldfield, 86,
Congratulations to Mike
the founder and operator of
Nealon who has received a
Eaglewood Family Resort in
Conservation Award as an En- Pefferlaw for 30 years, passed
vironmental Champion for inaway on November 5. Funeral
stalling a silt curtain above the services were held at DixonSutton dam to prevent Water
Garland Funeral Home in
Soldier from spreading downMarkham and donations can be
stream.
made to Community Living
Georgina, P.O. Box 68, 26943
Head out to the Pefferlaw Fire
Hwy. 48, Sutton West, ON L0E
Hall between 7:00 and 9:00 pm
1R0. Our sincere condolences
on Thurs. Nov. 30 for an inforto Marilyn’s friends and family.
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Lt. Governor Dowdeswell visits
The Town of Georgina and
ClearWater Farm principals
played hosts to an all-day visit by
Ontario Lieutenant Governor
Elizabeth Dowdeswell.
In an invitation-only meeting at
the Civic Centre with council
members, business owners, Chippewas of Georgina Island and
York Regional Police, informal
discussions addressed current
challenges and plans for the future with a focus on sustainable
cities and communities.
“She spoke to the importance of
creating a ‘feeling of belonging’
and developing a sense of place
for people to thrive,” said Georgina’s Communications Manager, Tanya Thompson.
“Sustainability is not just about
‘environmental issues’ but how
we need to be connecting the
dots between such things as cultural, prosperity and social issues,” she said.
Ms. Dowdeswell was then invited to officially open a new
roadway leading to ClearWater

Farm called Canada 150 Lane.
The Lane is part of a new chapter
opening up at ClearWater Farm
that includes the construction of
four greenhouses and plans for
the rebirth of the barn that was
destroyed by fire a year ago.
Other new features on the property include a rain garden in honour of the trading tree and the
installation of a biodigester. This
technology uses composted organic material to produce renewable energy known as biogas.
Once the unit is operational it is
expected it will power a number
of town-owned vehicles.
(Top photo) Mayor Margaret
Quirk and the Hon. Elizabeth
Dowdeswell are joined in council
chambers by round table participants. (Bottom photo L to R)
Shelley Charles, Minister of Environment Chris Ballard, Mayor
Quirk, Annabel Slaight, Chief
Bigcanoe, the Hon. Elizabeth
Dowdeswell plant a tree along
Canada 150 Lane.
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We will remember them...
Georgina took part
in four Remembrance Day services
beginning with the
York Regional Police service on Friday, November 3
where one of our
veterans is escorted
to the cenotaph to
lay a wreath (right).
In Keswick on Sunday, November 5 a
large crowd assembled at the downtown cenotaph for
services. In the
photo right, Ann
Wilson lays a
wreath in memory
of her son, R. J.
Wilson.

279

The Royal Canadian Legion, Sutton
Branch lead a parade down High St.
to the cenotaph
where Padre Max
Bulmer delivers the
service of Remembrance on Sunday,
November 5.

(Right) World War
II veteran John
Dalimore, 98, places
a wreath at the Pefferlaw cenotaph on
Sunday, November
5. Mr. Dalimore is
one of four veterans
with a memorial
banner lining Pefferlaw’s main street.
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Cari Deschene from Udora wins a $20
bingo at the United Way Charity Bingo
night held at the Link in Sutton on Saturday, November 4 sponsored by Jericho
Youth Services.

Council members join the sons and daughters of employees who have
joined their parents for “Take a Kid to Work Day” at the Civic Centre
on Wednesday, November 1.

(Left to Right) Georgina Cares founder Rob Grossi, Tim Horton’s owners Steve Varga, Subash Suntharesan and Komathy Suntharesan and
Georgina Cares Program Administrator Maureen McDermott proudly
hold up a cheque representing a donation of $10,500 from the owners
of three Tim Horton’s franchise stores in Keswick. The money was
raised through the sale of Smiley Cookies in the three Tim Horton’s
outlets. At a $1.07 a cookie that means Keswick ate over 9,800 cookies.

Knox United Church enjoyed a great crowd at their Annual Pig Roast held at Egypt Hall on Sat. November 4.
Above, (L to R) are Audree, Carole and Greg Forrest,
Patti and Bob Howes and Sue Magee. Husband Dan
missed out on the photo.

(Photo above) This cute little witch (right), Eleanora Burrows, 2, from Port Bolster holds a brightly decorated
cupcake while she and mom Michele Burrows dressed as
Super Mario, watch the antics of other party goers attending the Port Bolster Hall Halloween Party on Saturday, October 28. Prizes, games, crafts and lunch were all
part of the festivities.
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Tis the season for craft sales galore

There was something for everyone at the Keswick Gardens Craft and
Bake sale held on Saturday, October 28.

The Pefferlaw Lioness Christmas Craft and Bake Sale
was a beehive of activity on Saturday, October 28 as
dozens of vendors and crafters offered a full line-up of
gifts and decorations for the holidays.
And it didn’t take long for the Lioness to sell out of
their pies.

Lighting suppliers unite to
illuminate Shades of Hope

A steady crowd of shoppers browsed through the Keswick United Church
on Saturday, October 28 to find a treasure to take home during their Annual Christmas Bazaar.

The Annual Christmas Craft sale at the Wilfrid Hall on Saturday, November 4 marked the 40 anniversary of this event. Congratulations to the community and the hall board members for their ongoing support.

Three employees, Chris
Harrison, Derek Groves
and Jason Little from
Electric MD in Newmarket donated the better
part of a day installing
14 LED light fixtures at
the Shades of Hope
Wildlife Refuge in Pefferlaw on November 7.
The lighting fixtures,
donated by Forrest Jones
from the STL Lighting
Group in Newmarket,
were installed to upgrade
the lighting system on
the reserve and improve
energy efficiency in addition to the well-being

of the wildlife recuperating there.
Cathy Stockman, Director of Operations for
Shades of Hope, said the
change from fluorescent
bulbs to LED fixtures
will provide a more
calming environment for
the wildlife.
“Fluorescent lights cause
a flicker we don’t see but
can cause stress for the
birds and prevent them
from eating,” Ms. Stockman said.
The labour and material
for the lighting upgrades
is estimated at $9000.00.
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This unique booth at the Club 55 Christmas Sale on Saturday, November 4 featured hand-crafted items gaily decorated
for holiday gift giving and celebrations by
Heather Bethune.

Tonya McConnell drops a raffle ticket in
the ballot box at the Sutton-by-the Lake
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November
4.

(Photo Above— L to R) Georgia Lyons, Barb Wilson, the congregation’s new Pastor, Lt. Col. David Bowles and Marion
Weller display some of the goodies available at the Salvation
Army Annual Christmas Sale and Tea on Saturday, November 4.
(FYI, Marion Weller is the one who makes that fabulous peanut
brittle I am always going on about.)

Shoppers browsing through a vendor
table at the Sutton Club 55 holiday bazaar held on Saturday, November 4.
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Coming Events & Announcements

Classified Ads

The Beaverton Thorah Eldon Historical
The Port Bolster Annual Christmas Craft Sale
Society is holding their next meeting on Nov. will be held on Sat. Nov. 25 from 9:00 am to
10 at 7:30 pm at 284 Simcoe St.
2:00 pm at the Pt. Bolster Hall. Lunch $5.
The Pefferlaw Arts and Crafts Christmas
Bazaar is on Sat. Nov. 11 from 9:00 to 1:00
at the Lions Hall. Food bank donation.

There will be a Candlelight Memorial Service at Forrest & Taylor Funeral Home on
Mon. Nov. 27 at 7:30 pm.

The Georgina Brock Garden Club meeting
on Nov. 13 at 7:30 will feature a Craft Fair
and Sale and Photography Show and Talk.

One Stop Christmas Shop at Fairwood Public School on Thurs. Nov. 30. 5-8 pm.

The South Lake Simcoe Naturalist Club
will meet at the York Regional Police meeting room on Nov. 14 at 7:30 to discuss the
Little Brown Bat and the impact of future
development on their habitat.
On Wednesdays starting Nov. 15 to Dec. 6,
the Beaverton Thorah Eldon Historical
Society is hosting an Elizabethan Corset
Building workshop. Call (705) 426-9641.
The Georgina Historical Society is hosting
their Annual General Meeting at the Egypt
Hall on Thurs. Nov. 16 at 5:30 pm. Dinner
and membership dues $30. Call (705) 4371216 to reserve tickets.
Mark your calendar for the GTTI 6th Annual
One Stop Holiday Shop at the Link on Sun.
Nov. 19 at 11:00 am.
The Community Christmas Bazaar sponsored
by Trinity United Church in Cannington will
be held on Sat. Nov. 18 from 10:00 am to
3:00 pm. Donation to Food Bank.
Yiiiikes! The Keswick Santa Claus Parade
comes to town in just eight days. So get
ready on Nov. 18 at 1:30 pm to watch as the
gaily coloured floats drum up Christmas spirit
along the parade route.
Keswick United Church presents the Connors Brothers on Sun. Nov. 19 at 2:00 pm.
Join the YRP Marine Unit for the Annual
Holiday Hero’s Toy Drive at Canadian Tire
on Sat. Nov. 25. 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Check out the Georgina Pioneer Village for
the Festival of Lights and Old Fashioned
Christmas on Sat. Nov. 25 at 5:15-8:00 pm.

Call Shelley at Routes at (905) 722-4616 to
register for the free trip to the Distillery
Christmas Market in Toronto on Nov. 30.
Six pick up areas in Georgina. Transportation
costs fully sponsored by Forrest Jones of STL
Lighting. Eligible residents only.

UNLIMITED INTERNET
25FTTN—$44.95 per mo.
50FTTN—$49.95 per mo.
No contract. FREE modem rental.
$30 installation. Sign up today!
Call or text 647.518.0498
www.altimatel.com

In loving memory of...
Danny Wheeler

December 4, 1946 — November 1, 2016

Due to construction on Dalton Rd. the parade
route for the 2017 Sutton Santa Claus Parade on Sat. Dec. 2 has been changed. The
parade will start from the fair grounds
(Snooks Rd.) in Sutton and travel along High
St. to Dalton Rd. and up Dalton Rd. to Black
River Rd. where the floats will be directed
back to the fair grounds along Queen St.

DEATH NOTICE
Pontin, David Winston
Maurice (Moe)
At Southlake Regional
Health Centre, Newmarket, on Wednesday, November 1, 2017 at the age
of 76 years with family
by his side. Moe Pontin
of Pefferlaw, beloved husband of Barbara.
Dear father of Harmony, Joy (Jeni), Jumna
and Matthew. Loving Grandpa Moe of
Stephen and Claire; Taylor, Emily, Saira
and Heather; Eden, Sidney, Cedar and Aryauna; Lincoln and Everest. Dear brother of
Timothy and the late Thomas. Uncle of
Simon, Derek and Mike; Dave, Mark, Niki
and Ben. Cremation has taken place. Memorial donations to The Mully Childrens
Family Canada www.mcfcanada.org would
be appreciated by the family. Memorial
condolences may be made at
www.forrestandtaylor.com

...and think of him as living in the hearts
of those he touched
...for nothing loved is ever lost—and he
was loved so much.

Fran, friends and family.

