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Community pays tribute to long-serving Georgina politician
Georgina’s political landscape was rocked
off its axis last week with the passing of its
most beloved council member.
Danny Wheeler, 69, a member of Georgina
council for almost 35 years, passed away
on November 1 from complications attributed to pneumonia.
“We are deeply saddened by the passing of
our dear friend and Council colleague,”
said Georgina Mayor Margaret Quirk. “On
behalf of Council and Town staff, I would
like to express our condolences to Danny’s
wife, Fran, and Danny’s family.”
At the Georgina council meeting on November 2, Mr. Wheeler’s council seat was
draped with a Georgina flag and Mayor
Quirk gave an emotional eulogy of the
popular councilman.
“This is certainly a personal loss for those
of us who have known Danny for many
years and those who have just gotten to
know him. It is a loss for our community
as it has benefitted from his decades of
service,” she said. She acknowledged his
11 terms in office by saying it is a legacy
that would not soon be repeated. “Danny
was here when we were still a township,”
Ms. Quirk said, “so it could be said first
there was Danny Wheeler and then there
was the Town of Georgina. Suffice to say
there is not an area in this Town or the
Region that has not felt an impact of his
wisdom and his dedication.”

His political longevity and “solid judgement and calm, clear thinking” has meant
that Mr. Wheeler sat on almost every committee of council at both levels of government, Mayor Quirk said.
At the municipal level, he was a member
of the Equity and Diversity Committee, the
Georgina Health Care Committee, the
Wireless Broadband Committee and the
Official Plan Review Committee.
“He was probably the most knowledgeable
elected official I’ve ever worked with,”
said former Georgina Mayor Rob Grossi.
“He was thorough in his preparation and
his attention to detail. You always had to
be on your toes when Danny was making
comment on something,” he said. “It will
be very difficult to replace the knowledge
that he had gained from his experience as
an elected official.”
In 2007, Mr. Wheeler was elected the
Chair of the York Regional Police Services
Board, a position he held until 2012. He
had been a Board member since 2002 and
Danny Wheeler, 69, passed away on Nowas elected its Vice Chair in 2003.
vember 1 at Southlake Hospital.
As a member of Regional Council he also
served as an active member of York’s
Mr. Wheeler was first elected to council in Planning and Economic Development
1982 as a representative for Ward 4 and
Committee, its Environmental Services
has been representing Georgina as a York Committee and Accessibility Advisory
Regional Councillor since 1988—making Committee. He was appointed in 2014 to
him the longest, consecutively-serving
serve as the Regional representative on the
member of York Regional Council.
Continued on page 5...
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Letters to the Editor
Hello Karen:
I quite agree with you - why oh
why - did the Town give
$10,000. to a private individual
for the renovations on a building
he obviously owns to start a dental business?
I agree that the Food Pantry has
not been treated fairly either. It is
a needed service for so many
people in our community. There
are a lot of hurting residents in
this great Town of Georgina.
Jericho would like to move to the
Link but we are hampered with
the same costs for HVAC, along
with the costs to make the office
habitable. We currently pay rent
and taxes to the Town on the
building that we currently occupy. If we did not have funding
from United Way and the Region,
there is no way we could offer
free programming to thousands of
youth. Are they not the Town's
kids too?
You always hit the hammer on
the head in your editorials. Keep
up the good work.
Rose Sheppard, Chair, Jericho
Karen,
Your letter to the Editor, yourself
– is captivating and as a resident
of Georgina, and a taxpayer, I
think your questions need answering.
One I would be interested in
hearing from Mr. Peter Van
Loan, MP, Julia Munro,
MPP, copied herein and that of
the Mayor of Georgina, the Honourable Mayor Quirk, also copied
herein.
And since I currently don’t know
anything about this cost of
$35,000 to install heating/
ventilation etc. surely there could
be a better solution, a fundraising campaign or something
that could be done to help them,
rather than just ding them for this
type of costs.
I too, also would hope there
would be some consideration for
a subsidy to help with the cost of
the building and property taxes.
We need to start helping those
close to HOME first.
I look forward to a reply from
Mr. Van Loan and the Honourable Mayor.
Forrest Jones

(Editor’s Note: Mr. Jones did
receive a response from Mayor
Quirk to his inquiry and it was
cc’d to the Georgina Post. We
print it in its entirety below:
Thanks for your email Forrest,
and for sharing your concerns.
Staff will be presenting a report
to Council this month that deals
with the costing of the HVAC
system both within the Food Pantry area and the other areas
within the Link.
Council can then discuss how to
proceed with the issue in a manner that is fair to both the Food
Pantry, the other potential tenants in the building that may also
have funding concerns and our
taxpayers.
Once that report is issued to the
public you can certainly review it
and I would welcome your comments and feedback. Staff can
assist in providing you with that
report when it is issued.
Thank you again for your email
and voicing your concern.
Regards,
Mayor Margaret Quirk
Mayor, Town of Georgina)
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Civic Centre plans will have to wait for
budget negotiations and further reports
The consultant’s final Civic Centre accommodation report was
tabled at last week’s council
meeting and it recommended a
new $21 million Civic Centre be
built as part of the Multi-Use
Recreational Complex (MURC)
planned for south Keswick.
The report determined the
MURC option would offer the
Town the best-value-for-money
after comparing it to three other
potential solutions: a) renovate
and expand the old building; b)
demolish the current building
and erect a new building on-site;
or c) build a new building offsite on property owned by a third
party.
Although the consultant’s preferred solution would move the
Civic Centre operations to south
Keswick, Council was not prepared to make a decision on how
to move forward until the report
was put into context with other
studies that are being compiled.
These include the long-range
financial plan, the fire master
plan and a study to report on the
condition of other Town-owned
buildings and facilities.
The results of the library master
plan were presented to council
on October 27. This report recommended a new $5.6 million
library facility be built at the
proposed MURC location as
well. (The MURC itself had
been previously identified as a
$30 million recreational complex
to be built within the next few
years on property located at the

south end of Keswick.) It is expected the Fire Master Plan will
also include a MURC related
capital option when it is presented to council on Nov. 16.
According to Treasurer Rebecca
Mathewson, the studies which
have already been completed
together with those still to come,
will give council the information
it will need to make critical
capital and infrastructure decisions moving forward.
“There are volumes of information that we are gathering right
now,” Ms. Mathewson said.
“There is a lot of work that has
been going on over the last year
or two and it is all coming together. But it is a lot of information. It’s sophisticated information and probably the best information the Town has ever had
to move forward on a sustainable, responsible basis as a local
government.”
Upon receiving the Civic Centre
recommendation from the consultants, Mayor Margaret Quirk
said she wanted to ensure the
public was engaged in the discussion regarding what to do
about the 58-year old building.
“It is important that we get the
information out to the public so
they understand that it’s not just
because we want to have a new
pretty building, we have some
real deficiencies here,” she said.
“This is not a decision we will
make lightly. It is something we
have to give a lot of thought and
consideration to.”
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Peaceful Hearts Georgina

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com

“I just want to provide a few of life’s
simple pleasures.”
That is the goal behind Karin Cacciola’s
not-for-profit Peaceful Hearts Georgina
Foundation—an organization created for
families requiring
local services that
provide day and
weekend programming for medically
complex individuals
and those with special
needs.
“These families are in
crisis,” Ms. Cacciola
says. “And the system Amy Menezes happily shows off her winning Bingo card during the Peaceful
is in overload.”
Heart and Jericho Bingo charity night at
She says for every
vacancy at Commu- the Link on Tuesday, November 1. Ms.
nity Living for some- Menezes was the first winner of the evening and won $25.
one with a developPhoto courtesy of Mabel Garcia.
mental disability,
there are five on the
become adults. “We are drownwaiting list.
Ms. Cacciola is eager to get her ing and we are suffering and we
funding machinery out into the need to create something for
community and she is exploring these individuals,” she says.
“They need to feel they have
various ideas to help her raise
value while having fun and bethe financial support her proing involved.”
grams will need.
She envisions a small, elaborate
Her first order of business was
day program that can offer supto partner with Jericho Youth
Services to host weekly charity port to three age groups—6 to
10, 12 to 18 and 20 to 28—and
bingo events at the Link every
Tuesday evening and Wednes- the programs would depend on
the needs of applicants.
day afternoon. (Ms. Cacciola
has submitted a Letter of Inter- In addition to the bingos, she
has plans for a golf tournament,
est to the Town as a potential
a special Valentine’s Day celetenant of the Link.)
“I think there is an opportunity bration and an elaborate Gala
to work with other organizations evening with funding opportunihere,” she says. “For example I ties for corporate sponsors.
She says for families coping
can see some of our special
with the day-to-day challenges
needs clients helping to stock
of loved ones with special
shelves. There is a vegetable
garden here and we could offer needs, it is important for them to
know they are not alone. And
cooking classes as part of our
programming and sell the food she has created a Facebook page
where family members can go
at other events.”
on-line and discuss their issues
Ms. Cacciola is the mother of
and problems and have access to
Carter, a 21-year old with eninformation. On Facebook
cephalopathy and she has witnessed first hand the absence of search: Peaceful Hearts Special
Needs Georgina—Community
programming for medically
Partnership Forum.
complex individuals once they
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Tributes pour in for Regional Councillor Danny Wheeler—Continued from page 1.
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) Board.
“Regional Councillor Wheeler was truly a
watershed champion and steadfast supporter of the work of the Conservation Authority,” said Aurora Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
of LSRCA. “I know I speak for all of our
board members when I distinguish him as a
gentleman and an authentic voice for his
community. Danny was thoughtful and
brought insight and wisdom to every decision and discussion at the LSRCA boardroom table. We will sincerely miss him.”
Keswick resident and former Georgina
Councillor Ross Jamieson was elected to
Georgina council in 1985 and describes a
relationship with Danny Wheeler that began as council colleagues and quickly
morphed into a life-long friendship.
“I met Danny Wheeler when I was first
elected to Georgina Council in 1985. He
had already been a ward councillor for
three years at that time and was just beginning his second term. I immediately noticed
how much careful thought he put into the
items on the council agenda. With every
issue, he spoke calmly and wisely. When
Danny was speaking, everybody listened.
But he wasn't just a good speaker, he was

also a very good listener. When I needed a
second opinion on how to handle a difficult
issue in my ward, I would pick up the
phone and call Danny. He always had such
a keen understanding of how things worked
and I really valued his advice. In addition to
our great working relationship, Danny and I
-- along with our wives Fran and Brenda –
soon became very close friends. Over the
years, we had a front row seat watching
Danny's political career grow. He became
our Regional Councillor in 1988 and was re
-elected by wide margins ever since. His
many years on the York Regional Police
Services Board included a lengthy stint as
Chair. He was a respected member and
chairperson of seemingly countless other
boards and committees. Despite all of his
accomplishments over the years, Danny
never let his success go to his head and was
still the same great fun-loving guy he was
when I first met him. Even the beer he
drank never changed. For Danny, it was
cans of Budweiser and nothing else. He
knew what he liked and stuck to it. Danny
and Fran have always been the best hosts
you could ever imagine. Their many friends
will attest to that and will undoubtedly have
lots of fun stories about sitting around the

deck or the dining room table. Every time
Danny would call us up to come over, he
would always remind me to bring my guitar. He loved to sing along, especially to
rock 'n roll songs from the early sixties. RIP
Danny!”
A memorial visitation will be held in the
Egypt Hall, 6756 Smith Blvd. Pefferlaw on
Thursday, November 10 from 1 - 5:00 p.m.
and Friday, November 11, from 6 - 9:00
p.m. A memorial service will be celebrated
in the Great Hall of the Region of York
Administrative Building, 17250 Yonge St.,
Newmarket on Saturday, November 12 at
1:00 p.m. Donations may be made in
Danny’s memory to the Southlake Regional
Health Centre Foundation – ICU Department (www.southlakefoundation.ca), the
Town of Georgina Accessibility Fund or a
charity of your choice. Memorial condolences may be made at:
www.forrestandtaylor.com.
Mr. Wheeler is survived by his beloved
wife Frances (nee Allen) and dear sister
Hedy Draganac (Bruce) and brother Gary
Wheeler. Dear Uncle of Tracy (Jeremiah)
and Tim (Lori), and great uncle of Kathleen. He is fondly remembered by Fran’s
family and many friends and colleagues.
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Georgina residents receive York Region awards
As a community, Georgina residents gave a
good showing at the
Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Awards
ceremony on November
3. Seven awards were
presented to residents of
the community recognizing them as environmental champions.
Annabel Slaight, pictured above in the centre, received the George R. Richardson Award of Honour.
Other awards at the ceremony were
presented to: Gerry Brouwer— Water Conservation Award (photo
right); Lake Simcoe Public School
students, Ashton Hill, Jorja Keay,
Rhea Marok and Taya Torrance received a Soil Conservation Award;
The Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club—
Soil Conservation Award; Hans
Pape—Soil Conservation Award;
Geoffrey Shore—Education Award;
Maskinong River Recovery Project

Lest we Forget...

Committee—Volunteer Recognition
Award.
The Pefferlaw community, together with government dignitaries and community service clubs,
gathered at the cenotaph at the Pefferlaw Lions
Community Centre on Sunday, November 6 to remember the contributions and sacrifices of members of the Canadian Armed Forces in world
struggles. The ceremony was marked by the release of white doves, a bugle rendition of the Last
Post and The Reveille followed by the placing of
wreaths at the foot of the cenotaph and a memorial
service.
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Council extends permit to close fill site
In response to growing concerns by residents over the impact of the commercial
fill operation on Smith Blvd., council
decided to allow the operation to proceed under the condition that only top
soil be imported for a period of six
months in order to cap the site and render it closed within a year.
Georgina’s council chambers were filled
to capacity on Wednesday, October 26
when Mr. Beaton addressed council asking for a 12 month extension for his
commercial fill permit which originally
allowed him to import 680,000 cubic
metres of fill onto his property which
fronts on both Old Homestead Rd. to the
north and Smith Blvd. to the south.
According to Town engineer Mike Baskerville, the Beaton fill operation has imported approximately 352,000 cubic
metres since 2011. Mr. Beaton was seeking council approval to place an additional 112,000 cubic metres of fill within
the requested one year extension.
However, a petition was received by
Council requesting that the operation be

shut down upon expiry of the current
agreement on November 28, 2016.
But in order for the site to be closed
down, it will require final grading plans
and approvals prior to the placement of
topsoil to stabilize the site.
“It is estimated that an additional 24,000
cubic metres of topsoil will need to be
imported for that purpose,” said Mr.
Baskerville.
He said the owner has already stockpiled
approximately 6,000 cubic metres of
topsoil and an appropriate vegetative
cover will need to be planted on all exposed surfaces to further stabilize the
site.
In addition, it was revealed that the
owner had placed fill on the property
within wetland buffer areas that are
regulated by the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority (LSRCA). As a
result, the owner is required to remove
the unwanted fill from the buffer areas
and acquire an LSRCA permit so that
work can proceed.
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Udora Leaskdale Lions Club
celebrated as community stewards
By Sandy Bolan
Monthly spaghetti dinners
created to raise money for the
Udora Leaskdale Lions Club
have become a beloved community gathering.

club also provides an education bursary for postsecondary education.
A new addition to the spaghetti dinners is live music.
Udora-based Raven and

Logan Hall, 3, got more spaghetti on his face then in his stomach during the most recent Lions Spaghetti dinner.
Since September 2015, about
80 people from Udora, Pefferlaw and as far away as Little
Britain have been gathering in
the Udora Community Hall
on the last Friday of the
month to partake in a pasta
dinner, complete with homemade pies for dessert.
“I think we’ll have to keep the
spaghetti dinners going even
if the attendance drops off
because it’s become a bit of a
community event,” according
to Russell Burton, director
and past president of the
Udora Leaskdale Lions Club.
Money raised by the Lions
club from these dinners, along
with other events, goes back
into the community for such
things as the skating rinks in
Leaskdale and Udora, as well
as other community needs,
Mr. Burton said.
The club sponsors the Lions
Home for Deaf People, Dog
Guides of Canada, t-ball and
Halloween in the Park. The

Friends played an acoustic set
during the October 28 dinner.
They are expected to take the
stage again during the next
dinner, which takes place
November 25.
“We’ll see what the crowd
thinks. Some people like to
talk, some prefer to listen,”
Mr. Burton said.
But before they gear up for
the next dinner, members of
the Lions club will receive the
Soil and Conservation Award
from the Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority.
“I think it’s cool,” said Mr.
Burton of the award.
The club is being recognized
for environmental projects,
which include an annual garbage pick-up, co-hosting a
farmers’ night, planting trees
and providing approximately
300 trees a year to residents –
for free – to plant on their
property.
“You have to look after where
you live,” Mr. Burton said.
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Tennyson Tidbits

We want to extend our congratulations and sincere compliments to Gwen Boniface
(nee Smockum) on her recent
appointment to the Canadian
Senate by Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau on October 31.
Ms. Boniface grew up in the
community of Egypt and became the first woman Commissioner of the OPP and first
female President of the Association of Chiefs of Police.
Congratulations Senator Gwen!

resulted in tragedy if the operator of an oncoming vehicle had
not swerved to avoid a collision with the vehicle Ms. MacMillan was riding in when it
suffered a malfunction and
steered into oncoming traffic.
She also wants to thank the
staff at both Shoppers Drug
Mart and Giant Tiger in Sutton
for their efforts in helping retrieve a lost wallet on the same
day. (Mom said there would be
days like that.)

Ooooops! I just want to correct
the names of the winners of the
Curling event at the Georgina
Seniors’ Games printed in the
last issue. The winners were:
(Gold) Don Livingstone,
Sharon Livingstone, Kitty
Mitchell, Jose Fernadez.
(Silver) Marie Walker, Terry
Ms. J. MacMillan in Jackson’s McConomy, Greg Walker, Gail
Lowe. (Bronze) Doug Johnson,
Point wants to thank a few
people for their quick thinking Chuck McNeil, Kathy Kavaactions and thoughtfulness. She naugh, Angie Richard. I apologize for any inconvenience.
says October 21 could have

279
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TRICK OR TREAT!

Harry and Pat Hodgson (seated) were joined by Peter Van
Loan MP (left), Mayor Margaret Quirk, Councillor Frank
Sebo, daughter Beverley Byers and Joe Moniz from Christina Holmes at the opening of the one kilometre Hodgson
Trail connecting Bramsey St., Dr. George Burrows Parkway
and Timberlake Square. The trail acknowledges the Hodgson
family and their long-time business connection to Sutton.

What a combination...Devils and Angels! Out trick or
treating in the Pefferlaw area from left to
right are: Chloe Sondrup, Emma Lampkin, Lexi Somerville,
Kylie Morris and
Paige Fulton.

If you were trick or treating around the
Islandview Beach Association hopefully you
didn’t miss the ‘haunted house’ set up by
David and Suzanne Duggan, Chris Young,
Cindy Russell, Cathy Duggan, Van Carter
and Chris Stevenson. It was AMAZING!
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Tis the Craft Sale Season
With the end of summer and the popular yard sale season comes fall
and craft sale season. It was a busy day on Saturday, November 5
with many not-for-profit organizations experiencing a brisk business.
The Pefferlaw
hall was a
popular spot
during the
Christmas
Bazaar sponsored by the
Pefferlaw
Lioness.

Representatives of Lake Simcoe Gardeners awarded a
$400 bursary to two Georgina students. Jack Richard
(centre) is pursuing a career in Forestry and Rachel
Nyenhuis (inset) is pursuing Environmental studies.

The Georgina Arts Centre and Gallery is exhibiting the
work of local artists for its “Where We Live and Play”
exhibit running from October 22 to November 27.
Above, Dorothy Walker, 90, was the guest speaker during the opening reception of the exhibit and she related
numerous stories of the Sutton community from her
memories when her family owned and operated a local
hardware store on High St.

The positive
reputation of
the Christmas
Bazaar held at
the Sutton by
the Lake Club
House drew a
wonderful
crowd of shoppers looking
for just the
right gift.
Doris Beare,
also known as
the “Hat
Lady”, was on
hand knitting
up a storm at
the craft sale
sponsored by
Club 55 in
Sutton.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Come on out to the Pefferlaw Arts and
Crafts Christmas Bazaar on Sat. Nov. 12
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at the Pefferlaw
Hall. Something for everyone!
The Salvation Army will host its Annual
Christmas Bazaar on Metro Rd. on Sat.
Nov. 12. (Editor’s Note: They have really
good peanut brittle there!)
The Sutton Legion will have all the trimmings for you at its Christmas Bazaar on
Sat. Nov. 12 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.
The Woodville Eildon Food Bank is hosting
its annual concert, silent auction and spaghetti dinner to help raise funds for Kawartha Lakes Food Service and the Wood Buffalo Food Bank in Fort McMurray. Takes
place at 4:30 pm on Sat. Nov. 12.
If you are into snowmobiling, make a note
to attend the Heart of Ontario Snowmobile
Club’s Open House in Cannington on Nov.
13 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.

their Annual General Meeting at the ROC
Chalet on Thursday, November 17 at 6:00
pm. All welcome.
He’s B..a..c..k! Santa arrives in Keswick for
the Santa Claus parade on Sat. Nov. 19.
Parade starts at 1:30 pm from Biscayne
Blvd.
The Anglican Parish of Georgina presents
its annual Sugar Plum Fair on Sat. Nov. 19
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at Knox United
Church on Market St. Photos with Mrs.
Claus and donation to Food Pantry.
The Port Bolster Hall Board invites you to
their Annual Craft Sale on Sat. Nov. 19.
Starts at 9:00 with lunch served for $5.00.
Yuletide Harmonies will be held at Trinity
United Church in Cannington on Sun. Nov.
29 with a spaghetti dinner served from 5:00
to 7:00 pm. Home-made cookie sale during
dinner. Call (705) 432-2194.

Save this date! GTTI’s 5th Annual One
Attend the Bread Making Workshop on
Stop Holiday Shop will be held at the Link
Mon. Nov. 14 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm at on Sun. November 20 from 11:00 am to
the Nourish Community Hub at 16 York St. 4:00 pm.
in Cannington.
A Meet and Greet Open House to welcome
The Georgina Historical Society will host
the GEG Refugee Jefferson Daye will be

held at Knox United Church in Sutton on
Sun. Nov. 20 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.
On Tues. Nov. 22 join the Georgina Arts
Centre (GAC) on a trip to Toronto’s Historic Distillery District’s Annual Christmas
Market. Call (905) 722-9587 for details.
The GAC will also host its Georgina Artists
Christmas Sale from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
on Sat. Nov. 26.
Come on out to the Festival of Lights and
Old Fashioned Christmas at the Georgina
Pioneer Village on Sat. Nov. 26. The fun
starts at 5:15 pm.
Celebrate Christmas and Chanukah in Jackson’s Point on Sat. Nov. 26, 7:00-9:00 pm.
Attend the Tree Lighting in Uptown Keswick on Sat. Nov. 26 at 6:00 pm.
Save the date! The Georgina Cares Live TV
Auction will be held on Sun. Nov. 27 from
noon to 6:00 pm. Check it out!
Forrest & Taylor Funeral Home will host its
Annual Christmas Memorial Service on
Mon. Nov. 28 at 7:30 pm.
The Pefferlaw Ratepayers’ Association will
host its Annual Tree Lighting on Sun. Dec.
4 at 7:00 pm.

