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New by-law will allow limited leisure vehicle storage on residential driveways
Forty-year-old zoning provisions that prohibited leisure vehicle storage on front
driveways and exterior side yards was
struck down on Wednesday, May 3 in favour of an amendment that will allow storage in these areas under certain conditions.
Council has been wrestling with the idea to
relax its by-law for almost two years. Residents who petitioned the Town in August
2015 to amend the by-law believe Georgina’s lakeside location provides a logical
argument for them to store RVs, boats,
trailers and snowmobiles at home.
But coming up with provisions to satisfy all
leisure vehicle owners plus the residents
who oppose the idea has proven an extremely difficult process. Even with the
new provisions, some leisure vehicle owners were still not satisfied.
“I have said from the very beginning that
this was never going to solve everyone’s
problem,” said Mayor Margaret Quirk. “It
will offer a little bit of relief but it is not
open season.”
The new by-law will permit front yard and
side yard parking of leisure vehicles (LV)
on a permanent, seasonal and temporary
basis under the following provisions:
Permanent Storage
1) the lot size is greater than 270 sq. m.
(2,900 sq. ft)
2) the driveway is long enough to park a

LV with a minimum setback of six metres
(20 ft.) from the front lot line and still leave
a minimum of three unobstructed vehicle
parking spaces.
3) The LV is no higher than four metres (13
feet) and no longer than 13 metres (42 feet)
4) The LV is no closer than 1.2 m (4 feet)
from the side lot line.
For permanent storage, lots larger than an
acre will be allowed to park up to a total of
six LVs (two of which may be in the front/
side yard) and lots between 270 sq. m. and
an acre will be allowed a maximum of three
LVs. In both cases, parking must meet the
above provisions and parking on rear lots is
permitted with a setback of 1.2 metres.
Seasonal Storage
1) Summer—April 1 to October 31
2) Winter—November 1 to March 31
3) Lot size greater than 270 sq. m.
4) A minimum of two unobstructed vehicle
parking spaces must be available
5) Height and length restrictions same as
permanent.
6) Setback is one metre from the front lot
line in winter. Must not encroach past front
lot line in summer.
7) Maximum number of LVs on front yard
driveway is one.
Temporary Storage
1) On the day prior through to the end of
the day after Easter, Canada Day, Civic and

Labour Day weekends
2) During the week five days before and
five days after Victoria Day long weekend
and Thanksgiving long weekend
3) Lot size greater than 270 sq. m.
3) Cannot encroach past front lot line.
4) A minimum of two unobstructed vehicle
parking spaces must be available
5) Maximum number of LVs on front yard
driveway is one.
All LVs at all times must be parked on a
hard surface and cannot be parked on or
obstruct the boulevard of the roadway.
Some residents attending the May 3 meeting expressed concern over enforcement for
the new by-law. However, Georgina’s
Chief By-Law Enforcement Officer Ryan
Cronsberry said there would be no changes
to the current enforcement practice, adding,
the goal in by-law enforcement is compliance. He said his department is complaint
driven and efforts are made to bring the
resident into compliance, failing which
charges can be laid.
The actual by-law to incorporate the new
provisions is expected to be passed by
council in the near future. If a 20 day appeal period expires with no appeals, the
new by-law will come into effect.
“We are giving leniency,” said Ward 3
Councillor Dave Neeson. “There is nothing
now so it is a gain and not a loss.”
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Bouquets and a Brick
I’m going to throw a few bouquets out to council in this edition of my editorial. With two
council meetings last week they
had to navigate through some
tricky issues and did so
thoughtfully and with finesse in
my humble opinion.
The meeting at the Pefferlaw
Lions Community Centre on
Tuesday, May 2 saw council
consider the public’s negative
and passionate reaction to a
previous decision to demolish
the former Cooke’s United
Church in favour of a new fire
hall. They listened and they
responded. They have promised
to ask the designers to come up
with a new fire hall design that
incorporates the use of this 128
-year-old community icon.
Something that should have
been done prior to moving to
demolish it, but we are all
grateful to know they will be
looking at it now. Bouquet
number one.
Next, on Wednesday, May 3
they held a public meeting at
the Civic Centre to wade
through a complicated and
somewhat confusing zoning by
-law amendment to allow the
storage of leisure vehicles on
residential lots. And, after almost two years of consultation
and investigation, they finally
passed the proposed provisions
presented by the consultant and
staff. Bouquet number two.
Within the context of the discussion around the storage of
leisure vehicles I am going to
throw out two individual bouquets. One to be shared between Ward 3 Councillor Dave
Neeson and Mayor Margaret
Quirk who summed up the rationale behind the new by-law
by stating it is intended to give
some relief to some property
owners and provides leniency
from a 40 year-old by-law that
does not permit the storage of
any leisure vehicle in a driveway or side yard. “It is not a
free-for-all,” said Mayor Quirk
and Councillor Neeson cor-

rectly pointed out that “it is a
gain, not a loss”. Bouquet number three.
Bouquet number four will go to
Councillor for Ward 4 Frank
Sebo for reducing some of the
confusion and complexity of
the by-law by suggesting common setbacks for all lot size
categories.
And now for the brick. This has
to go to Ward 2 Councillor Dan
Fellini. Sorry Councillor
Fellini, but your suggestion to
require property owners to pay
a fee or purchase a licence to
park their own leisure vehicles
in their own driveways takes
the concept of ‘cash grabs’ out
of the norm and into the stratosphere. As long as a leisure
vehicle is compliant why
should the owner have to pay
for a licence? Please don’t
waste staff’s time by asking
them to investigate that illgotten idea any further.
Karen Wolfe,
Editor.
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Design to save church on the way
Responding to concerns from
residents who want to protect
the former Cooke’s United
Church in Pefferlaw from demolition, council will ask consultants to provide a design that
incorporates the use of this 128year-old building.
Council moved to demolish the
building at a council meeting in
April to make way for a new $3
million fire hall. But the reaction
from the community has given
them pause to investigate a design that could re-purpose it as
an annex to the new fire hall.
Here is some of what council
heard from the community.
“I am concerned about the loss
of heritage properties and the
change in the appearance of our
village. It appears that Council
may be falling into the trap of
trying to know the cost of everything and ending up knowing the
value of nothing,” wrote Jay
Yedvab.
“When I heard the destruction of
the church was going to be part
of the price of the new fire hall,
I was sad,” said Patti Weir. “I
believe the charm, identity and
appeal of Pefferlaw is in the
buildings, the people and the
stories of the past and current
history. I was hoping the church
could be incorporated in the
design of the new building and
continue to be part of the centre
of town.”
Tracy Brake wrote, “I would be
heartbroken to see the iconic,
historical Cooke's United
Church destroyed. This church
was a major part of my child-

hood in the 1960s and 1970s as
a Sunday school student and
youth choir member. My family
enjoyed countless community
suppers in its basement and it
was an important part of our
rural life.”
Colin McDonald, a resident who
rallied youth to transform the
church into a youth centre in
2007, told council, “Historically,
the building has such a long
history and importance to Pefferlaw and its being demolished
without giving much thought or
without talking to the residents
is simply wrong. The building
was once the centre of Pefferlaw
and it has a strong importance to
residents whose parents or grand
-parents either built or went to
that church for all aspects of
their lives.”
At a council meeting in Pefferlaw on May 2, Fire Chief Ron
Jenkins told the audience that he
had listened to the requests from
residents to save the church and
will ask designers to prepare a
design to incorporate it.
“There is certainly a chance, a
strong chance, that we can utilize that church into the design of
the fire hall,” he said. “We can
certainly incorporate the history
of Pefferlaw and the church into
that fire hall if it fits our needs
from a cost effective standpoint,
functionality and location.
We’ve proven the location is
adequate, what is standing out
there is the functionality, needs
and cost and we won’t know that
until we have a designer come in
and tell us that.”
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Tennyson Tidbits
This photo comes
from Peter Large in
Port Bolster and
shows the massive
number of empty
zebra or quagga mussel shells that have
washed up on shore.
Imagine how many of
these invasive species
are still in the lake!
The 2017 mosquito
abatement program
that is designed to reduce the populations
of these pesky insects
in Pefferlaw, Port Bolster and Udora got
underway last month.
A film crew from the
Weather Network was
on hand this year and
interviewed Mayor Quirk and principals from GDG Canada for
a program to be aired throughout May.
This is the eleventh year that the Bti abatement program has
been delivered in the area and successfully reduces spring mosquito populations by approximately 95 per cent.
Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com
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Shades of Hope recipient of arborist support

Gail Lenters, owner and operator of the Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge, was over the moon
when she learned her organization had been chosen to receive
a full day of work by 30 employees from ten member companies of the Ontario Commercial Arborist Association
(OCAA).
On April 26, the group donated
their time and equipment to
remove dead trees and invasive
bramble and then trimmed and
pruned the healthy ones.
Each year OCAA member companies choose a worthy charity

for their “Day of Work” program and use the opportunity to
train new employees.
Participating companies this
year were Weller Tree Service,
Meadow Wood Tree Service,
Griffith Property Service, Shady
Lane Tree Experts, Four Seasons Tree Care, Advanced Tree
Care, Ontree, Upper Canada
Tree Service, Uxbridge Tree
Service, Alde Tree Care, Graves
Oak Tree Care, What Stump
and Pest-a-Side.
Breaking for lunch, the group
enjoyed a wonderful lunch prepared by cook Bev Engel.

Lorraine Hackenbrook receives award

Photo by: Bill Giannos

Lorraine Hackenbrook, an active and dedicated member of
volunteers in Georgina, received a York Region Citizen of
Character/Senior Award at a
recent recognition ceremony.
Ms. Hackenbrook is a resident
of Virginia and has worked tirelessly for years supporting volunteer organizations such as the
Alzheimer’s Walk for Memo-

ries, Morning Glory Public
School Breakfast Club, the Salvation Army Christmas Kettle
and Virginia United Church.
In addition, Ms. Hackenbrook is
an avid hockey and baseball
volunteer, a member of the Virginia Hall Board and Hospice
Georgina fundraising committee.
Congratulations Lorraine!
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Lake Drive shoreline property
debate moves closer to resolution
Residents along Lake Drive
east and Lake Drive north
who have been in a dispute
with the town over the ownership and use of shoreline
property directly across from
their homes, are inching
closer to a settlement that
could close the books on this
decades-old debate.
An ad-hoc committee consisting of property owners,
council representatives and
staff has drafted two policies—a) one that deals with
ownership and exclusive use
and b) the other to identify
permitted uses.
In order to settle ownership
of the qualifying lands, eligible property owners are required to notify the town of
their interest, upon which, a
deposit will be necessary in
order to create a reference

plan for each of the shoreline
properties.
The reference plans (Rplans) will identify lot lines,
parts bounded by the lake
and untravelled portions of
the roadway. They will essentially create lakeside lots
that can be registered on
title. It is expected the Rplan process will take up to
three months.
Once completed, qualifying
property owners will have
the option of purchasing the
lakeside lots at a yet-to-be
determined amount.
The permitted use policy
delves into what qualifying
property owners can and
cannot do with regard to
existing buildings, new
buildings, docks, decks,
fencing and grading on the
newly created lakeside lots.
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A review of ‘The Greatest Show On Earth’ by Rod Urquhart
Back the last time I was in a high school,
some 40 years ago, the student Drama Class
was putting on musical classics like Oklahoma, My Fair Lady and the Mikado. How
times have changed!
This old soldier visited Keswick High School
Thursday night for the first of a three-day run
of ‘The Greatest Show On Earth’, presented in
the cafeteria stage, no less. But, what an extremely delightful evening it was.
The student actors were simply amazing at
their young age. The set was quite mobile and
presented many different elements, including
a running scene, not to mention some blacklighting for effect and a lion cage. On top of
this they had a complex digital multi-media
presentation up on the screen behind the stage
and also on another screen in front. To a theatre lover, all this added to a total ‘visual experience’ and was quite impressive.
The two-hour play featured a very large cast,
made up of students, who all excelled. I must
mention here that the script was written by
Jason Knowles, a teacher, with assistance
from the directors and producers Mme Julie
Brunet and Amanda Miller, and also other
teachers at Keswick High School. (In fact,
KHS supervising staff and the York Region
Board should be proud of these three and
many other teachers who gave of their time to
get this project off the ground and finally on
stage after a year).
I can see where Mr. Knowles was headed with
the script – he wanted to involve a large number of students and present a play that was
both fascinating, humourous, but had a message – and that message was sent loud and
clear. On top of this, he wanted it to be a ‘fun
little romp.’
Erin Dagenais was just superb in the lead role
as the poor little rich girl who has lost her dog
Mimi and needs help finding it. Rachel Arnold as Verusa Salt, assists her in the journey
to find the lost dog, which takes them to an
old-fashioned circus in the heart of New York.
Rachel and Erin are just solid as the leads, as
is newcomer Katie Knowles as the reporter
who needs the scoop as Andy Cooper. (And is
richly rewarded in the end).
Others worth mentioning include the evil Big
Boss, played with much enthusiasm by Noah
Cheong – the head of the circus who plans to
sell the missing dog for the $10,000 ransom
and later plans to abscond with all the circus
profits. Kylie Cudmoore-Moody as Bartholomew, the circus leader, was effective as was
the outstanding performance by Kevin Gonsalves as the Lion Tamer.
The three clowns – every circus must have
clowns despite what Stephen King is doing to
them – were Victoria Girvan, Jordan Lefebvre
and Marion Lavigne. They simply added to
the plot, which was essentially for the ‘Valley
Girl’ Cherry Darling to retrieve her dog, with
the help of Verusa Salt.
And this feat was successfully accomplished
and the terrible Big Boss, her Strongman,

played by Samantha Mark and Fortune Teller,
played by Ginger Yu, all met with a terrible
fate after running off with the cash from the
Circus’s safe.
Dancers adding to it throughout the show were
Rachel Norman, Emily James, Sarah Rose and
Briana Allan. The Twins were Emily Rowe
and Jazmin Leitch and the comical Mime was
Miya Waldron (who also sang beautifully!)
Stage Manager was Gillian Ramage, but the
tip of the cap should go to the Video Chief
Mikayla Ladbadie, Sound Head Andrew
Clements and Lighting Jennifer Germain.
Liam Maloney and OIlivia Browne were the
set designers for this rather versatile set. The
elaborate costumers were by Savannah Skinner and Johnny Chin and effective hair and
makeup by Elaina Naderi and Taylor Kidd.
All in all a very spirited performance by a
very spirited group of KHS students who deserve a pat on the back. On the Thursday night
I attended, there were about 150 people in the
audience, which was impressive! (And students manned the drink, cookie and popcorn
desk that were available, not to mention Glo
Sticks and rubber Clown noses were given to
the kids in the audience, adding to the whole
theatrical experience of a circus being in
town).
My congratulations on a good script, good
follow-through and some very good acting by
a rather young group of thespians!

ngprsi
gorfs
erha
Last Issue: basket, rim, reach
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Is affordable housing a pipe dream?
With house prices having risen
by an astonishing 138 per cent
in 2016 over the previous year
(and still rising this year), the
dream of home ownership is
quickly disappearing.

nicipal Housing Working
Group is developing an incentive framework to encourage
builders to increase the supply
of affordable housing options.
These tools could include

Re-sale condominium

Re-sale townhouse

Re-sale single detached

New single detached

27
Source: York Region Housing Initiatives and Incentives
According to a presentation
made by York Region’s Chief
Planner Valerie Shuttleworth
to Georgina council last month,
a minimum household income
of $116,370 is required to afford a home worth
$467,739.00.
The median family income in
Georgina is approximately
$84,000 which caps the home
ownership threshold at about
$325,000.00. And a quick look
at the listing price of available
homes for sale in Georgina
suggests very little is being
offered in this affordability
price range.
In addition, the availability of
affordable rental housing isn’t
faring any better as the region’s subsidized wait list has
grown to 14,000. Only 101
new private sector rental units
have been built in York Region
over the past five years.
To help improve the housing
supply and affordability issues
in both cases, Ms. Shuttleworth
said York Region’s Local Mu-

agreements with the municipalities to consider deferring
building and parkland fees as
well as development charges
on new builds. Provincial legislation to demand inclusionary
housing from developers is
also on the table.
“Different circumstances, different geographies may require
different solutions to encourage affordable housing,” said
Lisa Consalves, the Director of
Strategies and Partnerships for
York Region. “We know we
can’t solve this all on our
own.”
Georgina’s Director of Planning Harold Lenters said the
work being done by the working group is based on a ‘carrots
and sticks’ approach. “The
incentives are carrots and
sticks are basically legislation
that includes inclusionary zoning,” he said. “That is a major
step forward from the province
to tell developers they must
build a certain level of housing
for a certain income range.”
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Briars Resort ushers in new era
Briars had come full circle from
All members of the Sibbald family
its roots when Dr. Frank Sibbald
were in attendance when matriarch
first purchased the Briars using
Barbara Sibbald turned a ceremonial
money he had made in China.
key over to the Briars Resort’s new
“This change today that we are
owner Rong Lu on Tuesday, April 25.
celebrating is part of a long hisThe Sibbald family hosted a luncheon
tory of change,” she said. “All
to introduce Mr. Lu, his family and
those changes have come with the
members of his management team to
same passion for history, concern
the Georgina community.
for the environment and very
Speaking to the audience through an
much concern for community,
interpreter, Mr. Lu described the Briars
staff and guests and we are so
Resort as a jewel. “If we think of Lake
pleased we see so much of that in
Simcoe as the necklace, the Briars is
Mr. Lu,” she said.
the jewel on that necklace.”
Hugh Sibbald said he believed
He said he was attracted and impressed
Mr. Lu and his family were the
by the history, the beauty and tradition
right match for the Briars. “We
of the Briars and he would continue to
were looking for someone who
build on that foundation.
believed in the property, would
“I am very proud to be a member of the
Barbara Sibbald presents new owner Rong Lu with a cere- love the property, would have a
Georgina community. I want to blend
monial key marking the end of Sibbald ownership which
passion for history and to really
in,” he said. “I want my team here to
make it successful,” he said.
respect the culture and blend in to the
began in 1840.
“And we were so fortunate to
community.”
Mr. Lu told the audience he was educated as The 145 acre resort boasts 1,500 feet of Lake have been matched with Mr. Lu and his family.”
a medical doctor and spent a number of years Simcoe lakefront, 100 guest rooms, various
lodges and historical outbuildings and an 18- For now, it will be business as usual at the
training medical students in Africa. He has
Briars although Mr. Lu indicated that he will
since become a businessman in China where hole golf course. (Seven holes of the golf
he has a pharmaceutical business and medi- course are not included in the purchase price be investigating further business opportunities.
but are owned by members of the club.)
cal equipment factory producing medical
“Expect good things to come,” he said. “But
Mrs. Barbara Sibbald, joined by husband
devices for the industry including dialysis
today we open our arms and embrace a better
solutions. He also owns another resort simi- John, sons Hugh, Andrew, Peter and their
families, explained how the evolution of the future for the Briars.”
lar to the Briars, he said.
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(Left to Right) Current Pefferlaw Lioness President Elaine
Umphrey cuts the cake that marks the 40th Anniversary of
the service club with three charter members—Gail Moore,
Anne Guy and Pat Peterson. These charter members are
still serving the club 40 years later.
The Pefferlaw Lioness received their charter in 1977 and
have spent the years supporting local sports teams, school
bursaries, food panty, Christmas Angels, vision and hearing
programs and so much more. Congratulations to you all!

The Kinettes in Sutton reported a good turnout for their Annual Yard
Sale at the Kin Hall on Sat. May 6. Above, Mayor Margaret Quirk
(centre) dropped by to show her support and took a moment to chat
with Kim Cudworth (left) and Shirley Heaps (right). Proceeds of the
sale and daisies support the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

Two residents of Keswick Gardens display baked goods for
sale at their Annual Craft Show on Sat. May 6. Proceeds of
the sale will support programming for the senior residents.

It has been 11 years since the Region of York and the Salvation Army
put their resources together to establish the Sutton Youth Shelter on
Dalton Rd. Volunteers who have worked tirelessly to support the
centre were recognized on Sat. April 29 by volunteer co-ordinator
Corinne Edison during an Appreciation Tea. The shelter provides
emergency shelter and transition accommodation and support.

There was a wonderful turnout for the Annual Udora
United Church Spring Bazaar on Sat. May 6. The church
was crammed with shabby chic delights upstairs, downstairs and outside.
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Georgina Home and Lifestyle Show —
abuzz with activity

Introducing her new Jackson’s Point business, Ride the
Wind at an Open House on Sat. May 6 is Jolene
Semenchenko. Ride the Wind offers bicycles, electric bikes
and scooter rentals for customers. Ms. Semenchenko also
sells a line of scooters and said she came up with the idea
on her honeymoon when she and her husband rented bicycles at Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Morning Glory Public School teacher Erin Dunn is getting
her Grade 5 class ready to Paint a Plough which will be
entered into a contest sponsored by York Region Public
Works. The class is studying municipal government and
services provided by the public works department. Their
plough will represent the theme “Connecting Us” with
brightly painted puzzle pieces and a medicine wheel. The
plough will be delivered to Richmond Hill for the vote on
May 27. Good luck to everyone!

The 2017 edition of the Georgina Home and Lifestyle Show was a
great place to be on Saturday, May 6. It was a showcase and beehive of activity as 54 exhibitors offered lots to see and do
throughout the three-day event. The show was sponsored and
hosted by the Georgina Chamber of Commerce.

The staff of GBK Financial present Catherine Cook, the Executive Director of the Georgina Food Pantry, with a cheque for
$1,700.00. The funds represented the amount of “fun” money
that was captured in a wind tunnel set up in the GBK booth at the
show.
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Georgina Arts Centre will host
a reception on Sat. May 13 from
1:00 to 3:00 pm for artists Sarka
Buchl Stephenson and Laurel Martin.
The Georgina Historical Society
invites you to their monthly meeting on May 16 at 7:00 at the York
Region Police Station. Topic: Accessing & Preserving Family Heirlooms.

Kids Day-Georgina 2017 will celebrate Health, Safety & Environmental Awareness Day on Sat. May
27 at Simcoe Mews Plaza at 204
Simcoe Ave. in Keswick. Noon
until 3:00 pm.
The Pefferlaw Lioness will host
their Annual Dog Walk on Sun.
May 28. Registration at 9:00 am.

The Keswick Christian Church’s
5th Annual 9 Hole Scramble will
What’s Your Number? Mark World be held Sat. June 3 at Orchard
Hypertension Day on Wed. May 17 Beach Golf Club. $75 gets you
steak or chicken dinner, cart and
at Eustace Pharmasave and get
your blood pressure checked from prizes. For tickets call Bob (905)
476-4548 or (905) 722-0221.
10:00 am to 5:00.
The Beaverton Horticulture Society
is having a garden yard sale on Sat.
May 20 at 63 Elmwood Ave from
10:00 am.
Virginia United Church will host
their Annual Yard Sale and BBQ
lunch on May 20 from 8:00 am to
1:00 pm.

Join Keswick Public School as they
celebrate its 90th Anniversary on
Friday, June 9 at 2:00 pm. If you
have memories or memorabilia,
please contact (905) 476-4377.
They are also looking for community members who will share their
memories of the school with students. Please call the school.

The Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club
has rescheduled the Pefferlaw
River Canoe Run for Sat. May 27
on Zephyr Sdrd. Registration from
8:00 to 10:00 am. $20 per paddler.

The Georgina by the Lake House
Tour will be held on Sat. June 10
from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. Tickets
$25. Proceeds support the Georgina
Food Pantry.

