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Town of Georgina says McLean ineligible to run as candidate in Ward 4
John McLean, the former Leisure Services
Director for the Town of Georgina and the
defendant in a now defunct defamation
lawsuit launched by Mayor Rob Grossi and
the Town of Georgina in 2011, has been
told that he is ineligible to run for council
because he is still considered a Town employee.
“This is a continuation of the Town trying
to muzzle me,” Mr. McLean said. “There is
no question about it.”
Mr. McLean left the Town as the Leisure
Services Director in 2008 and has been on

long-term disability since that time. He says
he does not consider himself an employee
of the Town of Georgina due to the fact that
he does not meet the definition of an employee under the Employment Standards
Act—’a person who supplies services to an
employer for wages’.
“I am only an employee of the Town when
it suits them,” Mr. McLean said.
He filed his nomination papers to run as a
Ward 4 Councillor in March and received
notice from the Town in April that his eligibility as a candidate was being investigated.

On May 6, the Town Clerk notified Mr.
McLean in writing that he was ineligible to
run in the election due to provisions in the
Municipal Act and the Municipal Elections
Act which prohibit municipal employees
from candidacy in municipal elections.
“I am not going to sit by and accept this,”
Mr. McLean said. “I intend to take legal
action if they don’t change their minds.”
The letter also indicated that Mr. McLean
would be required to “take an unpaid leave
of absence” or “resign as an employee” of
Continued on page 10...

Island school is a finalist in nation-wide environmental contest
As one of 100 finalists in a nation-wide
environmental contest the Waabgon
Gamig First Nations School on Georgina
Island could be selected to win a $25,000
computer lab.
The contest is sponsored by office supply
giant Staples Canada and was open to all
elementary and secondary public schools
in Canada. Close to 700 schools submitted
entries detailing their environmental initiatives in essay form. Ten schools, two from
each region, will be selected to receive
$25,000 each towards the purchase of new
technology and computer lab equipment.
Waabgon Gamig, a school of 17 students
enrolled in classes from kindergarten to

grade 5, is one of 20 finalists in Ontario.
The 10 winners will be announced on May
12.
Debbie Fuime, an Educational Assistant at
the school, said the essay submission for
the contest was written by Grade Five student Elizabeth Big Canoe and described
the Mother Earth Mentoring program that
is delivered to the students twice a week.
“They go into the bush and the program
teaches them the skills of their ancestors,”
Ms. Fuime said. These skills include learning to build shelters, tap trees for maple
syrup, make fires with a bow drill and
identify birds and bird calls.
“They even brought a deer into class and

they skinned it and tanned the hide,” she
said.
A separate project, also included as part of
the essay submission, described how the
students are raising lake trout from eggs
given to them by the Ministry of Natural
Resources.
“So now we have these little lake trout in
the tank that are maybe three inches long,”
Ms. Fuime said, adding, this project was
probably unique compared to the projects
described by other competing schools.
Ms. Fuime said if the school were to win a
$25,000 computer lab, it would replace the
aging computers students are currently
using.
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Are you kidding me?!
When I was first told that a
Georgina resident was required
to pay the Town of Georgina
$50.00 to find out information
regarding the Town’s plans for
sewers along Black River Road,
I immediately thought it was a
joke.
But, apparently not.
Carol Hunt tells me someone at
the Town did indeed tell her it
would cost $50.00 to “inquire
about sewer connection on
Black River Rd. in Sutton.”
Are you kidding me?!
That should never happen. We
not only pay the wages of the
staff at the Civic Centre, we
have paid for everything in it—
every filing cabinet, every piece
of paper and the intellectual
property that goes with it.
Whenever a taxpayer requests
information it should be readily
available at no cost whatsoever.
This user-fee mentality is getting way out of hand. I mean,
we have already paid to build
every single public facility in
this Town and yet whenever we
want to use them, we are
charged to do so. And the costs
in some cases, go beyond covering the actual operating and
capital costs resulting in a profit
for the facility.
Children and youth programs
such as Scouts, Beavers, soccer
and hockey all pay huge user
fees to access facilities that we
built for them to use— and now
many families find the cost of
use way beyond their means.
And now, it seems accessing
and providing information to
the tax paying public is another
revenue stream for the Town.
After requesting the information in an email, here is the
response Ms. Hunt received
from a Town employee:
“...we do require an administration fee of $50.00 to be paid
along with a written request of
the information that you desire.
Upon receipt of your request
and payment of the administration fee, it may take this Department up to two weeks for
response.”
Let’s get real, Georgina! We

pay you to provide services and
you get paid well. The information you have is ours for the
asking—and shouldn’t be for
sale to us!
I could quote both politicians
and Town staff ad nauseam on
the subject of “transparency”
and how they always say everything they do is open for public
consumption. But never have I
heard them say that
“transparency” is only available
to those who can pay for it.
I think these people have forgotten who they are working
for. It isn’t for the CAO or
members of council—they are
working for us. And when we
ask for information that we own
and have every right to receive,
that information should be released with a smile and not an
invoice.
I’ve seen them spends thousands of dollars on reports they
want us to see—and that information is made readily available free of charge. So how can
they rationalize and justify a
cost for information that we
want to see?
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Resident questions Town’s programming for Pefferlaw seniors
A Pefferlaw resident and member of Club 55 in Pefferlaw is
wondering why members must
drive to Keswick to register for
a $2 monthly bus trip to Casino
Rama and then drive to Sutton
to catch the bus.
Shirley Jakonen says the bus
must pass by Pefferlaw on its
way to Rama and wants to
know why it can’t pick up passengers from Pefferlaw on its
way by.
“It’s just silly,” she says.
“There is no reason in the
world why this program can’t
be offered in Pefferlaw, paid
for in Pefferlaw, advertised in
Pefferlaw and why the bus
can’t come to Pefferlaw,” Ms.
Jakonen said. “They act like
we are not part of the Town
and treat us like we are not part
of the Town and that we don’t
belong.”
She says there are other seniors’ programs such as table
tennis, Tai Chi, line dancing,
bunka and movies that are offered in other centres which are
not offered in Pefferlaw.
“Just because we do not have
large numbers of people signing up for a program does not
mean it should not be offered
to us,” she said.
Jessica McLean, Adult/Senior
Recreation Programmer at the
Town of Georgina, said she
has spoken with Ms. Jakonen
regarding the issue and, as a
result, will attempt to get more

seniors engaged in the Casino
Rama bus trip. She said at one
time Pefferlaw seniors were
asked to participate but no one
demonstrated any interest and
the program “fell by the wayside”.
She said she recognizes that
few Pefferlaw seniors would
be willing to spend the money
on gas to drive to Keswick to
sign up for a $2 bus trip and
said she would consider evaluating on-line computer registration if it was something seniors might use.
“Right now we don’t have it
set up that way but that definitely is a possibility,” she
said. “We can evaluate that ,”
Ms. McLean said.
She said that for the time being, residents who want to participate in the Casino Rama
outing can register during bimonthly senior meetings at the
Pefferlaw Lions Hall and pay
there. She said a recent poll to
judge the interest of Pefferlaw
Club 55 members for the bus
trip garnered no response. And,
she is inviting anyone who is
interested in attending to contact her at the Civic Centre.
Ms. McLean said a new fitness
program has been added to the
Pefferlaw Club 55 schedule
and includes free group exercise classes on Mondays from
May 5 to June 30 from 10:00
to 10:45 am.
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GTTI Board members Roy
McCutcheon (L) and Peter
Budreo ( R) present Justin
Crowder ( C) with the
Founders Award at the
2014 Annual General
Meeting of the Georgina
Training Centre. Mr.
Crowder earned top
marks in his program.

Despite their huddle, intense concentration and encouragement
from Mayor Grossi (right) Spelling Bee contestants Naomi Davison, Lorne Prince and Dave Szollosy were unable to spell
“anagnorisis” correctly. (Meaning—the critical moment of discovery). The Friends of the Library raised approximately $8,000
during the event for Georgina Library programs and equipment.

Participants at the CNIC Dining in the Dark event at the Lake
Simcoe Arms on Sat. May 3 get ready for a new sensory experience. The event raised over $3,000 for the sight impaired.
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Four students charged in beating
York Regional Police have charged four
Sutton District High School students with
assault after concluding an investigation
of a fight which included allegations of
hate-related racial discrimination.
According to Const. Andy Pattenden
three of the students, ages 14, 16 and 16
were charged under the Youth Criminal
Justice Act and one student, 18, has been
charged as an adult.
Police said the victim is a 17 year-old
visible minority student at the school.
Due to the allegations of racial discrimination, Const. Pattenden said the investigation was conducted by the Central
Hate Crime Unit of the Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Bureau.
“All of the evidence has been packaged
up and provided to the Crown Attorney
and ultimately they make a determination

as to whether is was a hate crime or not,”
Const. Pattenden said.
Mayor Rob Grossi came out with a
strong statement condemning not only
the assault, which he called intolerant,
but the reaction the incident has caused
outside of Georgina.
“Statements made by people who know
very little about the community and in
many cases have never been to this community are uncalled for and without
merit,” Mayor Grossi said. “These statements are in no way reflective of the law
abiding, respectful, inclusive people that
I and members of Council have the privilege of representing.”
Mayor Grossi also said these issues and
concerns are no different than the challenges encountered by any other community.

Dog Guides get local support from Lions and Lioness
dog. The Purina Walk for Dog Guides
has collectively raised more than $10
million to date.
Both the Pefferlaw Lions and Lioness
have been champions of this project. And
on April 5, a group of 11 Lions and one
Lioness from Pefferlaw,
four Lions from Sutton
and one Udora Lions
Club member visited the
Dog Guide Society in
Oakville for the facilThe Pefferlaw Lions Club presented the
ity’s open house. The
Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides Lions Club from Pefferfacility with a cheque of $5,000.
law presented a $5,000
donation to the facility
For over 30 years, the Lions Foundation to give a Pefferlaw resident in need, a Dog
of Canada Dog Guides has provided
trained dogs at no cost to residents across Guide.
Funding for the program
the country. According to the Lions
relies solely on donaFoundation of Canada, it costs an average of $25,000 to raise and train a guide tions.
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Mosquito control program underway

Oriented

Residents of the Pefferlaw and
Port Bolster area should experience some relief this spring
from mosquitoes after the annual mosquito control treatment program was delivered to
close to 3,000 acres (1,150 ha)
of land on April 27.
Bti also known as bacillus
thuringiensis, is an organic and
biological larvicide which produces a protein crystal which is
toxic only to mosquito larvae.

The treatment is expected to
reduce the mosquito populations in the treated areas by 98
to 100 per cent. However, due
to the inclement and varying
weather patterns this season,
follow-up treatments may be
necessary up to May 15 to ensure maximum effect. The
above photo shows the aerial
distribution of some of the
5,525 kg of Bti-coated corn
granules that were dropped.
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Red Barn retrospective video
It has been five years since a
devastating fire brought down
one of Georgina’s most beloved icons—The Red Barn
Theatre—on April 24, 2009.
Now, in an effort to capture
and record its 60-year legacy
to the community, local photographer and videographer
Neil Kinnear has produced a
video which documents the
cherished memories of longtime Red Barn volunteers.
Mr. Kinnear and his partner
Leslie Chung became part of
the Red Barn volunteer network in 2000 and over the
years were enamoured by the
stories told and retold by those
who had worked at the theatre
for years.
“So when the barn burned
down we were all quite emotional,” Mr. Kinnear said.
“And we began talking about
the idea.”
Mr. Kinnear set about acquir-

ing the technology necessary
to make a digital video and
invited his Red Barn colleagues to relate their stories
on camera.
Entitled The Red Barn Gang,
the 15 minute video captures
the memories of John and
Jeanne Pinn, Mary Schofield
and Bud and Muriel Leggett
and their experiences at the
“Barn” over the years. Actual
footage shot by Peter Sibbald
on the night of the fire is also
included in the video.
The video, which won second
prize at the Multi Media Film
Festival of York Region in
2013, can be seen on the Kinnear+Chung website at
www.kinnearandchung.com
and by clicking on the Personal Work navigation button
and scrolling down.
“I think it did give everyone a
little bit of closure,” Mr. Kinnear said.
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Tennyson Tidbits

 Life Insurance

has retired after 11 years. Denise’s smile and winning personality will be missed! At the
same time, we would like to
welcome Jane Harris to the
clinic. Jane is a 10-year veteran of the Dental Clinic in
Sutton and says she is deLordy, Lordy, look who is 40! lighted to be working in PefHappy Birthday wishes go out ferlaw. Welcome to the comto Elliott Cullen who hit this munity!
milestone on May 8. Cheers,
Hey! It looks like the footElliott!
bridge across the Pefferlaw
River has finally been fixed.
Congratulations to Hayley
Now, you can get those walkWeir-Frizzell and Chris
ing shoes on and start doing
Frizzell on the birth of their
the block again! The best part
first child. Brayden Henry
is, it has opened just in time
Frizzell weighed 6.3 lbs and
was born on April 20. This is for the Pefferlaw Lioness
the first grandchild for Gary
Purina Walk for Dog Guides
which will be held on May 24
and Barb Weir. Congratulabeginning at 9:00 a.m. from
tions to you all!
the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre. Don’t forget to
The Pefferlaw Dental Clinic
and patients bid a tearful fare- bring Fido along for his exerwell to Denise Cormack who cise too!
We want to send out Happy
Birthday greetings to Monroe
Marchand who celebrated his
special day on May 3 with
family and friends. Looks like
Monroe has hit the old age
pension milestone. Congrats.
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Community celebrates Sutton
Lions Club charter

A new service club banner was
raised on April 6 with the installation of the newly formed
Sutton Lions Club.
Sponsored by the Pefferlaw &
District Lions Club, the new
Sutton club is already kneedeep serving the community by
sponsoring fundraising events.
(Photo above) New Board
members are: Tanya Hilton

(President); Christian Petersen
(1st Vice President); Allan
Cripps (2nd Vice President);
Linda Fisher (3rd Vice President); Sindy Forbes
(Secretary); Joan Gibbs
(Treasurer); Bruce Curtis (Tail
Twister); Reade Gripich (Lion
Tamer); Joan Irvine (1 year
Director) Aili Sutt (2 year Director).

Pefferlaw River Canoe Run
Despite a damp and
soggy day, 46 canoes
and kayaks and 75
paddlers raised more
than $2,000 on May 3
during the Pefferlaw
River Canoe Run
sponsored by the
Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club.
Now in its 29th year,
the canoe run is a 14kilometre event taking paddlers down
river from Zephyr to
the dam in Pefferlaw.
The monies raised
this year will be donated to
support the Canadian Hearing
Society Mobile Kits program.
Over the years, this event has
raised a total of $70,000
which has been donated to
various local charities.
The participant raising the
most money this year was

Blaine LaLonde with pledges
over $400.
(Photo above) Club member
Byron Taylor (left) and Chris
Brunne (right) congratulate
Blaine LaLonde (centre) upon
winning a new kayak for
bringing in the most pledges.
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McLean ineligible to run
Continued from page 1.
the town if he wanted to pursue his plans for election.
But Mr. McLean contends
that his relationship with the
Town was severed two years
after he left his position.
“The mere fact that the Town
does not have to take me back
after two years on disability is
in itself ‘de-facto severance’
that cannot be argued otherwise,” Mr. McLean said. “The
fact is that I am ‘severed’ by
virtue of that point alone.”
He also contends that if the
Town had considered him an
employee during the 2011
defamation allegations, the
Town should have utilized
normal Town human resource
policies instead of taking legal
action with a lawsuit.
“They didn’t because I was
not an employee of the Town
then, nor now,” he said.

But according to Human Resources Manager Tricia Quinlan, Mr. McLean’s employment with the Town was
never terminated.
She told Mr. McLean that
long term disability for a period of time greater than two
years does not result in the
automatic termination of employment.
In an April 28 letter to Mr.
McLean, Ms. Quinlan said
“At no point has the Town
taken any step to indicate that
it no longer treats you as an
employee and neither you nor
the Town have taken any step
to terminate or otherwise
sever the employment relationship.”
Mr. McLean disagrees.
“This is an abuse of power
and more harassment of me,”
he said. “This is ripping away
my human rights.”
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Ontario election candidates for York Simcoe riding are out of the gate
Without putting her 2014 budget to a vote,
Premier Kathleen Wynne has asked Ontario
residents to go to the polls on June 12 to
decide which party should form a government in Ontario.
York-Simcoe party faithfuls have been anticipating this election for some time now
and all four parties have their candidates at
the gate, ready to go.
Alphabetically, the candidatesYork Simcoe
riding residents will choose from are:
Laura Bowman — New Democratic Party
Loralea Carruthers — Liberal Party
Peter Elgie — Green Party
Julia Munro — Conservative Party

Laura Bowman—NDP

Her priorities in the riding include curtailing
sprawl, improving transit infrastructure, protecting water, affordable housing, local agriculture, improving local employment opportunities and municipal planning reform.
Also a resident of Holland Landing, Loralea
Carruthers is a trustee on the York Region
District School Board. She is the past vicepresident of the Ontario Public School
Boards Association where she served as a
spokesperson to the Ministry of Education.
She is a graduate of the University of Toronto with a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science and French and recently com-

Loralea Carruthers—Liberal

York Simcoe NDP candidate Laura Bowman
grew up in Holland Landing and has a Juris
Doctor in Law from the University of Toronto and a B.A. in Canadian Studies from
McGill University.
Ms. Bowman was elected at the NDP nomination meeting on April 7, 2014 and this will
be her first foray into public office.
According to her biography, Ms. Bowman
has worked as an environmental lawyer and
civil litigator for the past seven years. Her
legal work includes working with community groups on environmental and social
issues.

cause of its central focus of sustaining prosperity through shifting taxes from incomes
onto resources, waste and pollution. “I believe others are also becoming aware that
our environment is our economy,” he says.
Mr. Elgie lives in Keswick, is a teacher, a
golf professional and runs his own business.
He is a longtime Green who has previously
served as the Deputy Leader and Policy
Chair of the Green Party of Canada.
All three of these candidates must try and
upset riding Progressive Conservative incumbent, Julia Munro. Ms. Munro has held
the seat for almost 20 years and has repre-

Peter Elgie—Green Party

Julia Munro—Conservative

pleted her Master’s of Education at UOIT.
In her acceptance speech after being elected
the Liberal candidate in January, Ms. Carruthers said her message to York Simcoe
residents is “We will make daily life easier.” She cited issues such as traffic gridlock,
quality healthcare and dignified retirement
for seniors and a quality education for young
families. This is Ms. Carruthers first election
campaign.

sented constituents both in government and
in opposition during that time. Ms. Munro is
a former high school teacher and a graduate
of the University of Toronto.
Ms. Munro says she has been outspoken
against government’s continued trend of
attacking individual rights and freedoms and
she opposes government’s reach into people’s lives and pockets and works toward
restoring the rights and responsibilities of
individuals and families.
Peter Elgie was acclaimed to run in the York She is currently the PC critic for Seniors, for
Simcoe riding by the Green Party last month Retirement Security, for the Ministry of the
and says he joined the party primarily beAttorney General and she is deputy speaker.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements

On Sat. May 10, come celebrate Mother’s
Glance Bazaar on Sat. May 24. Vendor Sale
Day with refreshments at Wilfrid Hall. Cost and Youth Art Show from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
is $7 for adults and tea time starts at 12 noon.
Georgina Arts Centre presents 1. Café ViFree Group exercise class at the Pefferlaw
enna on Sun. June 1at 1-3pm. $10. 2. All
Lions Hall. Classes are every Monday start- About Music on Sun. June 8, 15 & 22 from
ing May 5. Call (905) 437-2210.
1—3 p.m. $50 for 3 classes, $17 per class.
3. OGITCHIDAA KWE-WARRIOR
Beaverton Horticultural Plant Auction at
WOMEN exhibition opening May 24—June
10:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Anglican Church on
22. Gala Opening May 25 1-3 p.m. Meet the
Sat. May 10. All welcome.
artists! 4. On June 7 is First Nations Cultural
Georgina Brock Garden Club will hold their Awareness Day—all day from 10 a.m. Tradiannual Plant Auction on Monday May 12 at tional dance, singing, art, drumming, storytelling and more.
the Wilfrid Hall. Auction at 7 p.m.
On May 13 the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists show you how to attract birds to your
backyards. 7:00 p.m. YRP meeting room.
The Sutton BIA is hosting the First Annual
Spring Fling on Sat. May 17. Bring your
own yard sale. Call (905) 722-6303.
The Georgina Historical Society General
Meeting on Tues. May 20 will feature Nora
Sedore as she shares her memories of the
areas over the past 90 years. 7:00 p.m. at
Noble House at the Village.

IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU?
CALL OVEREATERS (705) 437-1928 OR
&705) 437-1307—Tues. and Thurs. 7:30
p.m.—Salvation Army Youth Centre —
20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—Across from No
-Frills.

Classified Ads

On May 24 the Curling Club is hosting a
Garage Sale starting at 8 a.m. Come out for
some great pieces at low prices!

FOR SALE: Steel Roof Deck, used,
in good condition. Light zinc coated
siding, etc: 3ft wide x 1.5 inches
deep. Corrugations at 6 inches on
centres. $1.25 per covered sq.ft. Call
Jim at 905-476-2399.

The Georgina Dragon Boat Club is holding
their annual yard, plant and bake sale on May
24 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Community Living
Georgina building on Hwy 48.

FOR SALE Set of Ladies golf clubs.
Mixed set, carrying bag and new
travelling cover. $75 OBO. Call
(705) 513-0121.

Check out the Spring
Sale at Sutton Public
School on Sat. May 24
from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. Support a new
school playground.
Darts and Horseshoes
for Leukemia on Sat.
May 24 at the Sutton
Legion. Games start at
11 a.m.
The Sutton Youth Centre is hosting their 7th
Annual Georgina at a

