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March Break—sure sign spring is finally here!
Along with sunnier skies
and warmer temperatures
the rites of spring also include March Break and
Georgina kids were not at a
loss for things to do.
Photo top left—Susan Bowman directed 11 kids in a
theatrical production at the
Stephen Leacock Centre.
The script “The Others”
was written by Ms. Bowman
and follows the exploits of
the less-well-known story
book characters such as
Miss Muffet’s brother and
many others.
Photo bottom left—Tyler
Anderson from Keswick
prepares to set out
“tubbing” in his homemade
tub and shower stall at the
ROC Cardboard sled races
on Thursday, March 19.
Photo top right—Quinn
Trotter spies the seventh
quest (the oldest dated object in a trophy case at the
Ice Palace) during The
Amazing Race game.
Photo bottom right—
Parachute Play at the library in Sutton saw the
younger set kids working
together to throw off cotton
balls from their parachute.
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor
Thank you for the article on
The Link. I too have concerns.
I am a volunteer member of
the Music Committee and our
grandchildren take classes and
attend camps at the Georgina
Art Centre. I naturally want to
support its improved ability to
serve the community.
Initially, The Link sounded like
the answer. However, the proposed space designated for the
GAC is half the area we currently have. Seeing as the gift
shop is one of our main sources
of revenue, cutting the venue
means less income to support
our programs.
The artists who have signed
contracts with the gallery might
not be happy having their
works hanging not in the gallery itself, but in the corridors
of the building. In addition to
the obvious concerns about
vandalism, the rather constricted area does not allow
patrons to see the works from
the needed distance.
Our new initiative of offering
music events will be impacted
as well, for there will be no
space for our newly acquired
baby grand piano, generously
donated by community members who applaud our new
venture. So far there have
been wonderful Friday evening offerings "An Evening
With..."—an up close and
personal performance by talented musicians who perform
at reasonable cost. In addition,
the Music Committee has held
Sunday afternoon performances such as "A Taste of
Italy" with a music program
set in the gallery featuring our
own Chiarandini canvases.
Tasty food, which rounded out
the afternoon, was paid for by
a generous supporter. It
proved to be so much fun that
a gentleman in attendance has
come forward to sponsor "A
Taste of Hungary" where we
are working together to get
appropriate music and food.
Our curator has arranged to

have beautiful photographs
exhibited by a local artist, of
Hungarian background, Tom
Zsolt..
A major concern to me is
safety.The lack of washroom
facilities in the proposed gallery site would mean people
taking art classes, adults, but
especially children would have
to leave the security of the class
to go down a corridor to a public washroom. The instructor
could not leave young charges
unattended to accompany
youngsters. At the current location this danger does not exist.
My list goes on. However, the
question of whether or not the
GAC should move or not affects many in Georgina and
needs to have a public airing.
At the very least, gallery members and artists should be able
to express their position in a
survey. Let's get the conversation going.

Concerned,
June Scandiffio
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Station Rd. sidewalks in limbo
Last year council approved an
expenditure of $307,000 to
build a sidewalk along Station
Rd. in Pefferlaw. It is a project
residents in Pefferlaw have
been asking for for years to
reduce the risk to pedestrians
walking into town from a
densely populated residential
area.
A petition, signed by more than
300 residents, was submitted to
council last year and was instrumental in convincing the
Town to proceed with the project.
This year during budget negotiations the issue of the Station
Rd. sidewalks was raised and
was clearly identified by staff
as a carry-over project from
2014. However, the walk to
safety along this high-traffic
corridor is paved with a few
bumps.
According to a staff report to
council, the question of where
to run the sidewalks is causing
some dissension among residents.
An initial design to build the
sidewalks along the west side
of the roadway from Pefferlaw
Rd. to Old Homestead was

nixed by some homeowners.
“What we found out was we
didn’t have enough road allowance to build the sidewalk and
we were encroaching upon
about 10 properties,” staff said.
The original design was revised
and to avoid encroaching on the
impacted homeowners, the
south end of the sidewalk was
moved to the east side to run
along the river. This design
would require “a mid-block
pedestrian crossing” being incorporated into the plans.
Staff proposed holding a public
meeting to determine if impacted residents owning riverfront property are willing to
convey the lands to the Town.
“Or, we can defer the project or
cancel it altogether,” staff told
council.
Ward 5 Councillor David Harding said, “We know we are not
going to get 100 per cent of the
residents to say yes to it,” he
said, “but we still have the option of expropriation.” He said
the sidewalks are a necessity
and they need to be built. “My
concern, and I am surprised that
it hasn’t happened, is that we
haven’t had someone hit by a

Town determined to keep unwanted
fill out of Georgina
The Town of Georgina will go
to court again to enforce its ban
on dumping illegal fill.
After a closed meeting on
March 11, council resolved in
open session to start a court
action against the owners of
Part 1, Plan 65R13729 on Warden Ave. for importing fill in
contravention of the Town’s by
-law. A by-law was passed last
year banning the importation of
fill.
The resolution which passed
unanimously stated, “the Town
wishes to enforce its by-laws to
ensure that no further fill is
imported on the property and
that all fill imported in contra-

vention of the Town’s by-law is
removed from there.”
The importation of fill has become a hot topic among rural
communities as increased pressure to find dumping grounds
for fill removed from urban
area construction sites intensifies.
This is the second court action
taken by the Town of Georgina
in as many months in defence
of its site alteration ban.
“No municipality wishes to be
placed in a position of having to
deal with fill sites which may
require remedial action at the
taxpayer’s expense,” said
Mayor Margaret Quirk.

APRIL 11, 2015
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Creative Women of Georgina
Between March 7 and April 12,
the Georgina Arts Centre and
Gallery in Sutton is featuring
expressions of creativity by 47
female artists in Georgina.
The exhibits include artwork,
photographs, sculptures, quilts,
clothes, toys, books and poetry.
An opening reception on
March 7 drew dozens of residents who help curator Ewa
Chwojko-Srawley celebrate the
diverse and extensive exhibition.
“Women often express their
creativity in designing practical
things,” Ms. Chwojko-Srawley
said. “This will become an annual event, an on-going showcase of the artistic work that is
constantly happening in the
houses and the byways of
Georgina.”
Among the featured artists
were Deborah Aikman, Catherine Babick, Helen Barcza,
Kim Big Canoe, Kathleen
Cavanaugh, Karen Cowderoy,
Chris Croome, Astrid Cutler,
Wendy Cuttriss, Ellen Downe,
Nadya Edwards, Corriene Edison, Sharon Finestone, Susan
Floyd, Tiffany Folmeg, Louise

Gardiner-Vahey, Tina Gibson,
Janet Harpley-Aco, Linda
Hobson, Doris Keppler, Jane
Loewen, Ethel Leslie, Elizabeth McLean, Lorie Mitchell,
Sarah Parker, Shawna Patennaude, Zoe Perrin, Linda
Pauer, Mary Queen, Marie
Redmond, Marion ReidnerPlate, Joanne Roberts, Barbara
Rogers, Leslie Sedore, Thelma
Sellers, Susan Sheard, Cedar
Smoke, Suzanne Smoke, Oksana Stroganov (Pasiora), Barb
Thistle, Sherri-Lee Ucci, Karen
Watson, Annett Westlake,
Anna Whitmore and Jessica
Wood.
First Nations member Suzanne
Smoke and her daughter Cedar
(centre photo below) provided
authentic aboriginal music and
song during the opening.
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Georgina showing it cares

Oriented

By Josh Wegman
The town of Georgina has become the latest community in
Ontario to get involved in a
foundation that makes it easy
to help non-profit organizations in their very own backyard.
One Hundred Men Who Care
and One Hundred Women
Who Care are two separate
groups of individuals who
meet four times a year to raise
money for charitable organizations in their own community.
The concept is very similar for
each gender group: each person who attends a meeting
pays the required meeting fee
and nominates a charity and
the name is eligible for a draw.
During the meeting, three
charities are drawn and the
nominator for each charity gets
to make their case as to why
that charity should receive all
of the fees collected at the
meeting--and then it is put up
to a vote.
The meeting fees are then donated to the winning not-forprofit organization and they
become ineligible to receive
another donation during that
calendar year.
One Hundred Women Who
Care Georgina was founded by
Nathalie Gallant, Karen Kozmik, Jennifer Baziuk and
Miranda Mathews. Jennifer
Anderson serves as the community advisor for the foundation.
“The goal is to bring a group
of women together who can
donate a little bit of money
four times a year and decide
where they want that money to
go,” said Anderson, who is
well involved in the community with Georgina Life, Georgina Cares and the Neighbourhood Network.
Although only one charity will
receive the financial support
every meeting, the structure of
the meetings builds awareness
for many of the other charities
that are nominated.

The group saw an impressive
crowd of 40 women show up
to the last meeting and expects
that number to increase with
the next meeting being held at
Keswick’s Boston Pizza.
“The more women that are
involved means that it’s one
more way to spread the word
about this community,” said
Anderson. “There’s always
room for growth, you can
never be content with an organization that gives back.”
While the women are looking
ahead to their third meeting in
April, the men of Georgina are
just getting started. Steve
Vernon started the Georgina
chapter after attending a meeting for 100 Men Who Care
Uxbridge.
“I believe there are enough
men in Georgina to make this
impactful,” said Mr. Vernon, a
20-year resident of Georgina.
Mr. Vernon has already begun
the recruiting process and one
of the first members drawn to
the idea was long-time Georgina resident Bruce Etherington, who hopped on board
without hesitation.
“The simplicity of the movement really intrigued me,” said
Mr. Etherington. “When 100
men are together, how many
things are going to come forward that you’ve never heard
about? How many different
angles are people going to
take?”
While both the men and
women are always open to
welcoming new members, they
each have a slightly different
approach to things. The
women have set the minimum
donation per meeting at $5
where the men have the minimum donation set at $100,
which could include $100 per
team and not necessarily per
person.
Nonetheless, the goal of the
foundation remains the same:
they are all striving for a better
Georgina.
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Sentimental, inspiring, spiritual Review by Karen Wolfe
Shot through the lens of Georgina Island’s
Anishinaabe culture, a new documentary
entitled “Waawaase’aagaming—The Waters of Lake Simcoe” focuses on the fortunes and misfortunes of the lake and its
legacy as nature’s gift to life. The film was
inspired by the water walkers of Georgina
Island and it takes a personal and emotional look at Lake Simcoe and how the
changing environment is a call to action to
help protect it and restore it to a healthier
state.
Long before Lake Simcoe was settled by
Europeans, the First Nations peoples called
the lake Waawaase’aagaming, an Ojibway
word for The Shining Lake. It is believed
there is a holy lake with the same name in
the Sky World.
The 25-minute documentary offers a
poignant glimpse of the spiritual connection First Nations people have with water
and it takes the viewer on a sentimental
tour along a human spectrum of attitudes
toward the lake—ranging from apathy to
concern to hope. The film’s journey begins
at a time when the shining waters of Lake
Simcoe were honoured and revered by
Anishinaabe ancestors and it uses the per-

sonal interviews of Georgina Island residents today to demonstrate a concern for
its future.
Elder Andy Big Canoe, band council member Suzanne Howes, teacher Tammy
Charles and activist Becky Big Canoe all
contribute to the narrative of the film with
first-hand knowledge and recollections of
the lake and how it shaped their community and their island culture. Their stories,
supported by Ms. Morcinek’s photographic imagery and authentic native
drumming and song, give evidence of the
changes they have witnessed in one short
generation.
This film was produced by Serena Morcinek from Wilfrid and written and narrated by Georgina Island resident Becky
Big Canoe. It was funded in part by the
Great Lakes Commons, a grassroots organization to establish the Great Lakes as a
living commons, and has been selected to
premiere at the Ecodocs Film Festival on
March 26 at the Art Gallery of Ontario.
“Waawaase’aagaming” is a film designed
to raise awareness and claim a deep connection to water and its powerful role as a
parent of life. The First Nations commu-

nity has a deep-rooted spiritual connection
to water that is celebrated in traditional
native teachings and ceremony. The film is
a vehicle to reach out and share that connection with the rest of us.
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5th Annual Perchin for MS tournament delivers in a big way
With proceeds reaching the $60,000
mark in just five years, Perchin for MS
organizer Doug Poirier is all smiles.
“This event keeps getting better each
year. The support from our competitors
and sponsors is amazing. Our volunteers, sponsors, local community and
that of the fishing community as a
whole make this event the success it
is,” Mr. Poirier said.
With $2,500 cash on the line from Jack
Link’s Beef Jerky, 485 competitors
from all over Ontario and the U.S. arrived on the shores of Lake Simcoe at
Sibbald Point Provincial Park on Saturday, March 7 hoping for the biggest
catch of the day.
This year, father and daughter team
(Big Kid/Little Kid) Tim Everson and
Chelsea Brazel won with the best 10
perch catch totaling 10.26 lbs.—the
biggest weight yet recorded for the
tournament.
John Delicata won the biggest fish
prize with his catch weighing 1.7 lbs.
Mr. Delicata will get a replica taxidermy mount of his fish and a $600
Shimano gift certificate.

The top 10 teams went home with prize
money and special contest prizes included a fishing trip won by Team Yellowbelly, Hummingbird fish finders for
Team 80, a $1,000 prize pack from
Normark Canada picked up by Team
Locksmith 911 and a fishing kayak
donated by Canadian Tire Keswick
was won by Paul Mullen. Total prizes
awarded were worth over $22,000.00.
Mr. Poirier has already set the date for
next year’s event, March 5, 2016. Registration will open on November 1,
2015 and sponsors are encouraged to
email: perchin4ms@hotmail.com.

Above: Father
and daughter
team Tim Everson and Chelsea
Brazel win the
top prize of
$2,500 with a
catch totaling
10.26 lbs. .
Left: John Delicata with his
jumbo perch
weighing 1.7 lbs.
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ROC projected to hit $1 million in revenues
If the ROC meets its 2015 revenue
budget, it will hit the $1million mark by
the end of the year.
Revenues have been increasing year over
year since the facility opened its doors in
January 2012.
In 2013 the Town received $219,173 in
admission fees and that figure climbed to
$357,371 in 2014. This year the budgeted
revenues are expected to reach
$428,900.00.
To date, the total cost of the project is
$19.3 million with more than $1million
in the budget for 2015. Of the $20 mil-

lion in expenditures, taxpayers have contributed approximately $5 million. (See
spreadsheet below.)
The most popular feature at the ROC and
the one generating most of the revenues
is the tube and terrain park garnering
$195,820 in 2014—$80,000 more than
was budgeted. This year the tube and
terrain feature is expect to reach
$235,000 in ticket sales.
Another entity outperforming its budget
is the Chalet concession with expected
revenues of $83,400 compared to
$75,829 last year.

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Oooops! In a photo cutline in
the March 10 issue, I identified
the sponsor of the Job Fair as
“jobworks” and it should have
said “yorkworks”. I sincerely
apologize for the error and any
inconvenience it may have
caused.

Part of the work being undertaken at The Link includes
working with ReWilding Lake
Simcoe to revitalize the outdoor space and in particular,
the riverfront. A Public Information and Input Session on
The Link ReWilding project
will be happening on Saturday, March 28 from 11:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Sutton
Arena Hall. Light refreshments will be served. RSVP to
Phil Rose-Donahoe by
email: prosedonahoe@georgina.ca.

Games Torch Relay Route.
The Pan Am flame will be
visiting our community on
June 26, 2015 and a special
event commemorating this
honour is being planned.
Don’t forget...Earth Hour this
year is on Saturday, March 28
from 8:30 to 9:30 pm.
It is with great sadness and
sympathy that I extend my
condolences to the friends and
family of Greta McEachren.
Greta was a respected longtime resident of the community and passed away at the
age of 99 at Lakeview Manor
in Beaverton. She will be
fondly remembered.

I also want to extend my sincere condolences to the family
and friends of Georgina Island
resident Brett Mooney. Brett,
Georgina has been announced a former Chief, passed away
as a celebration community on on March 18. Services will be
at Forrest & Taylor in Sutton.
the Toronto 2015 Pan Am

Lake Simcoe Ice Co. ‘Bring & Brag’
On March 17, the Georgina
Historical Society hosted a
“Bring and Brag” general meeting which focused on the history of one of Georgina’s most
iconic companies—The Lake
Simcoe Ice Company.
More than 25 people were in
attendance to share stories,
display artifacts and learn more
about the company and why the
harvested ice on Lake Simcoe
was in such high demand.
According to research and published reports, James Fairhead
was one of the first entrepreneurs to harvest Lake Simcoe
ice using earlier company
names such as the Knickerbocker Ice Company and The
Springwater Ice Company. But
in January 1893 when Toronto’s chief medical health
officer decreed that ice from
Lake Simcoe offered greater
purity over locally supplied ice,
it solidified the lake’s reputation for first class quality and
Mr. Fairhead changed the name
to the Lake Simcoe Ice Company in 1894.
Mr. Fairhead’s ice operation in
Jackson’s Point was one of six
companies reportedly harvesting ice in the area. At its peak,
with 225 horses helping to harvest the ice and 30 wagons
delivering along Toronto
streets, Mr. Fairhead was said
to be known as the Ice King.
To harvest the ice, rows of
horses pulling ice plows would
score the ice into long strips
leaving the ice field to resem-

Tom Glover holds up an ice
saw used to harvest Lake Simcoe ice.
ble that of a plowed field. Ice
harvesters would then use huge
hand saws to cut the strips into
smaller 22 inch by 32 inch
blocks or “rafts” and remove
them using belts and chains
before floating them to shore
along a channel cut into the ice
for that purpose. Ice houses on
shore, constructed using hay
and sawdust for insulation,
would store the ice until ready
for transport to Toronto on the
railway. With ice thicknesses
of up to three feet, each block
could weigh 350 lbs. or more.
With the advent of cheaper,
artificially manufactured ice
and modern appliances no
longer needing blocks of ice for
refrigeration, the death knell
for ice harvesting at Jackson’s
Point was sounded and
throughout the 1920s the landscaped changed as the familiar
ice houses along the shoreline
slowly disappeared.

Donna Big Canoe returned
Donna Big Canoe was returned
as Chief of the Chippewas of
Georgina Island during a band
election on March 17. Ms. Big
Canoe secured 223 votes compared to 115 garnered by opponent Jacob Charles.
Both Patricia Big Canoe and
William McCue were returned
to council—each beginning
their 12th term on council.
Lauri Williamson was also

voted back in and will begin
her second term of office.
Newcomer Benson Big Canoe,
the young great-grandson of
former long-time Chief
Lorenzo Big Canoe won a decided victory for a seat on
council with 174 votes.
Voter turnout was close to 54
per cent with nearly 340 votes
cast of the 624 eligible voters.
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Brent and Debbie Eustace
welcome a Jewel 88.5
radio host to their Customer Appreciation Day
celebrations at Eustace
Pharmasave in Jackson’s
Point on March 14.
The radio station was
broadcasting on-location
to help Debbie and Brent
celebrate 16 years of stewardship under their ownership. The store offered
cake, coffee, prizes and
balloon pops to customers.

There is no limit to the creativity of residents in
Georgina. This amazing wood sculpture of a “tree
house” can be found on Clovelly Clove in Port
Bolster. It is simply delightful.

Here is a little
self-indulgent,
self promotion. I stumbled upon
these ladies
enjoying the
latest issue of
the Georgina
Post at Tim
Horton’s in
Sutton and I
couldn’t resist
taking a picture. Thanks
Ladies!

Sutton Kinette Cathy shows off some of the dresses
donated for the Just Fab—Prom and Grad sale.
For just $25 grade 8 and grade 12 students can
pick out a dress (or suit), a pair of shoes, and one
accessory!

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Hope on High Christian Outreach at
118 High St. in Sutton is hosting a Pancake Breakfast on Sat. March 28 from
10:00 am to 4:00 pm. $3 per person. Family Fun Day includes free candy, free
stuffie and photo with Easter Bunny $2.

April 7 at 7:00 pm for the Georgina Pins
and Needles demonstration on spinning
dyeing some of the new fibres.

Help support the Sutton Fair and attend
the Sutton Agricultural Society’s Annual
Silent Auction on April 11 at the Kin
A Spring Fling Fundraiser for the Sand- Hall. Starts 7:00 pm. $3.
gate Women’s Shelter will take place on
Sat. March 28 from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm The Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee is
back again. Put together a team of 3 and
at the Keswick Christian Church. Arts &
Crafts, baked goods, and a silent auction. compete for the title of the “Best Spellers
in Georgina” on Friday, April 24 at 6:30
York Regional Police and Keswick Com- pm at the Kin Hall in Sutton. Buffet, door
prizes, silent auction and more.
munity Policing volunteers invited you
support the Easter Food Bank Drive at
Zehrs in Keswick on Sat. March 28 from Hospice Georgina will be holding their
18th Annual Pansy Sale on Sat. April 25
9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm. Locations
It’s the Easter Bunny and egg hunt at the include, Lake Simcoe Arms, No Frills,
BMO Keswick, the Beer Store in Keswick
Port Bolster Hall Children’s Easter
and Bodley’s in Pefferlaw.
Party on Sun. March 29 at 12:00 noon.
Crafts, draws and more.
Knox United Church is hosting a Ribfest
at the Egypt Hall on Sat. April 25.
The intermediate students of Morning
Chicken is also available. Cocktails at
Glory Public School are hosting a fundraising spaghetti dinner on Tues. March 5:30 pm and dinner at 6:30 pm. Tickets
31 at 5:00 pm to help pay for their upcom- $30. Call (905) 722-3742.
ing trip to Ottawa. Tickets $10 or 4 for
Come out on April 4 to the Sutton Legion
$35.
to participate in the Mud Horse Shoe
Competition! The event starts at 11am and
The Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw
holds its next free Community Dinner on club playoff starts at 4pm. All are
welcome. $10 per person.
Wed. April 1 at 6:00 pm. All welcome.
Come out to Knox United Church on

Classified Ads
COOK WANTED—Experienced cook wanted for friendly and busy restaurant on
Highway location. Call (289) 264-5801.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE—Custom cuts upon request. Free local delivery. Call (905) 722-4659.
FOR SALE OR SEASONAL RENT—April to October with shed. Fully furnished, 1 bedroom, 2bath mobile home. Green Acres, Pefferlaw. Hwy. 48. Call (905) 476-2399.

FOR RENT-LEASE—A large one room, first level, studio apt. c/w kitchen on the main street of
Sunderland. Good shopping, stores etc. Stove, fridge incl. $678. hydro is extra. First & last and
references. Call (905) 476-2399.

 Life Insurance

