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The Great Debate—Candidates divided on MURC   

At an all-candidates debate at the Stephen 
Leacock Centre on Friday, March 10, nine 
of the 10 registered candidates running for 
the Ward 1 by-election gave voters an op-
portunity to see where they stand on a num-
ber of issues.  
Charlene Biggerstaff, Robin Smith, Silviu 
Bona, Boris Godzinevski, Cindy Clark, For-
rest Jones, Spencer Phillips, Mike Wadding-
ton and Lee Dale (who has since pulled out 
of the race and is endorsing Mike Wadding-
ton) fielded questions on the proposed Multi 
Use Recreational Centre (MURC), econom-
ic development, lakefront use and develop-
ment, growth plans, taxes and their ability 
to work with council. Registered candidate 
Mr. Chuck Sheppard did not appear at the 
debate.  
The candidates were split on the town’s 
current plans to move forward with the $30 
million MURC. While five candidates are in 
favour of the plan, four candidates voiced 
concerns over the cost and the timing for 
the project.  
Boris Godzinevski said he believes there are 
other alternatives to providing recreation 
services and said the MURC project could 
cost $50 million within 15 years. “I wish I 
could say that is an exaggeration, but it is 
not.”  
Forrest Jones agrees recreational services in 
Ward 1 are needed but felt there are other 

priorities in the ward such as improving 
road infrastructure and building a new fire 
hall.  
“We have so many things we need before 
we put in a recreation centre,” he said. “We 
need roads to get there.”  
Spencer Phillips said he doesn’t believe the 
town can afford the MURC right now. “We 
need to get more people in town and more 
businesses in town to upgrade our commer-
cial tax base to allow us to be able to afford 
these things,” he said. “We can’t keep bor-
rowing. We have to have the money our-
selves.”  
Mike Waddington said there needs to be a 
new thought process around providing rec-
reational services opposed to building 
something new. “If you want to improve 
recreation in town you don’t build one facil-
ity. What you do is, you spread out that 
money and use it to upgrade the facilities 
you have and spread it throughout our com-
munity so that it is accessible to everyone,” 
he said. He also reminded the audience that 
development charges cannot be used to pay 
interest on the loans needed to build the 
MURC and they cannot be used for operat-
ing expenses.  
Robin Smith, Charlene Biggerstaff, Cindy 
Clark, Silviu Bona and Lee Dale were all in 
favour of moving forward with plan—some 
Continued on page 8... 

Police seek suspect in 
armed Pefferlaw bank 
robbery 
 

Investigators with the York Region-
al Police Hold-Up Unit are seeking 
public assistance in identifying a 
suspect following an armed robbery 
at the Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce in Pefferlaw.  
On Tuesday, March 21 at approxi-
mately 2:45 p.m. police responded 
to a call following a report of a rob-
bery. A lone male suspect entered 
the bank armed with a handgun and 
demanded cash from an employee. 
The suspect obtained a quantity of 
cash and fled the scene. No one was 
physically injured during the inci-
dent.  
The armed suspect is described as a 
white male, approximately 50 years 
old and is 5’6” to 5’8” with a thin 
build. He was wearing a toque, 
black pants and a dark jacket.  
Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the York Regional Police 
Hold-Up Unit at 1 (866) 876-5423 
ext. 6631 or call Crime Stoppers at  
1(800) 222-tips or text to CRIMES 
(274637) starting with word YORK.  



Good Morning. I have just seen 
the story in The Georgina Post re: 
test bores at Bonnie Park. 
I find it a little distressing that a 
private company could drill holes 
in a public park over a period of 
several days, tearing up the turf 
and generally making a mess and 
not be challenged by town staff. 
There are plenty of town employ-
ees around through the day who 
must have observed the drilling 
and could have contacted their 
bosses, at the very least.  
I understand that the park has 
been leased to the police (which 
was done without public input) 
but the town still owns that land 
and should be controlling it. The 
picnic shelters should be consid-
ered historic structures as they 
have been constructed from tim-
ber recycled from the old Jack-
son’s Point railway station. I 
would hate to see them disappear. 
Bonnie Park is one of our hidden 
gems on the prettiest part of the 
lake and should be treated with 
more respect. 
As far as the sale of Bonnie Boats 
goes, the town is relying on that 
company for the community boat 
launch. I would hope that the 
town is in better control of these 
type of agreements than to just 
hope that something else will 
come up.  
All I expect is to be treated with a 
little respect. If Bonnie Park is 
being considered to be sold for 
condo development, let us know 
so that comment can be made. 
We shouldn’t have to hear about 
this type of development through 
the newspaper.  
Paul Brady 
Jackson’s Point 
 
Hi Karen. You and I had this con-
versation about one year ago 
about the CN crossing and the 
foolhardy location of the almighty 
propane tank and oil products 
being transported in rail cars at 
the same time. This situation is 
still a disaster to be reckoned with 
when it happens again. 
It is about time the experts and 
responsible decision makers get 
their heads out of their armpits 
and either move the tank or shut 
down that crossing before Peffer-
law is incinerated and the water-
shed ruined for a century. 

I would think ALL levels of Gov-
ernment would be taking immedi-
ate action after this near miss.  
Wayne Stubbings 
Pefferlaw 
 
Picked up a Post today and read 
the article about re-vamping the 
wards in Georgina to more even 
out the residents of the wards. 
0f course, an outside firm was 
hired to do this and back to the 
drawing board of course, and the 
spending of probably thousands 
of bucks. Thought we had a com-
petent council by now to do this 
and agree somehow. Same as the 
previous article about the look-
like of the new town-hall to be 
built somewhere in south Kes-
wick to the tune of two million 
dollars. And up the property taxes 
by some 4.5 per cent--which is 
not even counting the building of 
the new duds--as if money is no 
object, based on a $325,000 dol-
lar property--where do we find 
that?  Look to the future and the 
use of the internet and have meet-
ings on-line like so many now do 
and the old town hall will do fine. 
We may as well face it, this world 
at the moment is running on greed 
and it will come to bite us. It will 
not last. Things like the above are 
part of the melee and we look 
forward to not a recession but a 
depression the likes of which we 
have not seen. 
Joe Vanderloo 
Keswick 
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 In January MPP Julia Munro 
(York-Simcoe) became the 
longest serving female MPP in 
Ontario’s history. Celebrating 
7944 days and counting, Ms. 
Munro has served the commu-
nities of Durham, York and 
Simcoe over the last 21 years 
and 7 months.  
When asked what first inspired 
her to seek office she explained 
“Bob Rae’s NDP government 
had plans to build a mega gar-
bage dump on the shores of 
Lake Simcoe in my home of 
Georgina. I knew that was not 
what our community wanted. I 
saw an ad in the local paper 
seeking people to join the 
Durham-York PC Association. 
I showed up at the meeting and 
joined the board. My husband’s 
cousin nominated me!”  
Ms. Munro won the PC nomi-
nation in October of 1994, and 
was elected as the MPP for 
Durham-York in June of 1995. 
She was appointed as the Par-
liamentary Assistant to the 

Premier responsible for pro-
moting volunteerism. Since 
then she has served as a com-
mittee chair, deputy whip, dep-
uty speaker, and critic for a 
variety of files.  
Question Period at Queen’s 
Park on Monday, March 6 
started with fifteen minutes 
dedicated to Ms. Munro’s 
achievements.  
She said it was a very hum-
bling experience listening as 
her colleagues paid homage in 
recognizing her achievements.    
In June, Ms. Munro will turn 
75 and will celebrate 50 years 
in the workforce—28 years as 
a teacher and 22 years as an 
MPP serving the people of her 
riding which has always in-
cluded Georgina. 
When asked if her name would 
appear on the ballot in the 2018 
election she said, “You know 
what they always say, when 
you can’t answer, change the 
subject.”   

Julia Munro 21 years and counting 

Queen’s Park colleagues join MPP Julia Munro as she cele-
brates a milestone as the longest serving female MPP.  
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Lack of affordable housing puts  

Respect for the Aged Day is a 
national holiday in Japan to 
honour its seniors.  
In Vietnam, elderly grandpar-
ents live with their families 
and contribute to the function 
of the household by being the 
actual head of the family and 
making all decisions. 
In China, elderly parents can 
sue their grown children for 
emotional and financial sup-
port. 
What do we do in North 
America? We let some of our 
seniors spend their last years 
living in conditions no human, 
let alone those who are aged 
and sometimes in ill-health, 
should ever be subjected to. 
In York Region, 10 per cent of 
seniors were at risk of becom-
ing homeless, according to the 
region’s 2014 report A Profile 
of Baby Boomers and Seniors 
in York Region (Boomers and 
Seniors). 
This past January, the average 
cost of a single-family at-
tached home, in Georgina, was 
$487,800. A detached home 
sold for, on average, $499,100, 
according to the Toronto Real 
Estate Board’s MLS Home 
Price Index. Georgina is touted 
as the most affordable place to 
live in York Region. 
“You wonder who can afford 
to buy these homes,” said Har-
old Lenters, director of devel-
opment services for the Town 
of Georgina. 
Many Georgina seniors would 
like to take advantage of the 
booming real estate market 
and sell the home they spent 
decades raising their children 
in and purchase something 
smaller, and cheaper, like a 
condo. But they just don’t ex-
ist here. 
“The value of building single-
family homes is much higher 
than apartments. (Developers) 
won’t touch them with a 10-
foot pool,” according to Len-
ters. 
What is being built are “adult 
lifestyle” condos, such as 

those at Hedge Road Landing  
The 125 units in phase one 
sold for $400,000 to $625,000, 
according to real estate agent 
Wayne Winch. In phase two, 
units are expected to be priced 
$75,000 to $85,000 higher, 
with nothing being offered for 
less than $506,000. 
“It’s not affordable housing,” 
Lenters noted. 
Georgina does have affordable 
housing for seniors. There are 
550 units throughout the mu-
nicipality. (see sidebar for lo-
cations) 
“That’s pretty good distribu-
tion considering the size and 
population of Georgina,” said 
Adelina Urbanski commission-
er of community and health 
services for York Region. 
These units have a wait-list 
900 names long. 
The most recent Statistics Can-
ada census data (2011) shows 
there are 5,320 residents aged 
65 and older in Georgina. 
Municipalities oversee the 
providing of social/affordable 
housing, while working in 
conjunction with the region, 
according to Lenters. 
But the reality is a developer is 
going to charge whatever he 
can for a home because some-
one out there will pay it. And a 
developer is in business to 
make money. 
“It boils down to the develop-
er’s business case for building 
it,” Lenters said. 
However, new legislation will 
give municipalities the option 
of requiring affordable hous-
ing units be a part of new resi-
dential developments. 
The Promoting Affordable 
Housing Act, 2016 received 
royal assent last December and 
within it is Inclusionary Zon-
ing, which “would help to 
serve more people in need of 
housing by increasing the sup-
ply of affordable units based 
on local/municipal needs,” 
according to a media release  
Continued on page 5... 
Continued from page 4.  
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 seniors at risk —900 names on wait list by Sandra Bolan 

from the Minister of Housing. These units 
are not, however, specifically for seniors. 
“This is a huge step that has been missing 
for years – to create and maintain afforda-
ble housing. … That is an important first 
key step,” Lenters said. 
For some seniors, this new legislation is of 
little help.  
In 2013, the Pefferlaw’s  Cedardale 
Church, started hosting free monthly din-
ners to bring the community together. 
The number of attendees was originally 
small, but by last December, there were 
roughly 120 people, many of whom were 
seniors, who sat down for the free hot din-
ner.  
The doors open at 4 p.m. and there is al-
ways a line up, according to Pastor Grant 
Verdoold. 
“I know this problem is going to get big-
ger,” he said. 
Last year, 160 (nine per cent) of the Geor-
gina Food Pantry’s clients were over the 
age of 60. In 2015, the pantry assisted 140 
seniors, according to Catherine Cook, 
Georgina Food Pantry’s executive director. 
“They hardly have two cents to rub togeth-
er, that’s why they’re here,” she said. 
To eat healthy requires 13 per cent of a 
person’s monthly income, according to the 
report The Cost of Eating Well in York 
Region – 2015. 
A single person receiving Old Age Securi-
ty and the Guaranteed Income Supplement, 
which amounts to $1,544/month, spends 
about $1,036 of that on rent. It is recom-
mended people spend only 30 per cent of 
their monthly income on housing. These 
figures show seniors pay 67 per cent. Their 
remaining money - $508 – is to be split 
between a nutritious food basket ($207) 
and everything else – heat, hydro, laundry, 
transportation and medication, according 
to the Eating Well study. 
“There’s no way they can get by. They’re 
held hostage by the government program,” 
according to Cook, who also noted low 
income people, especially seniors, have 
more medical issues because they cannot 
afford to eat, let alone eat properly bal-
anced meals. 
Between 2001 and 2011, seniors who uti-
lized York Region food banks grew by 164 
per cent. The region’s senior population 
only grew by 82 per cent, according to the 
Baby Boomers and Seniors report. 
“The food banks provide short-term re-
lief,” Cook said, adding there needs to be a 

long-term seniors’ strategy, which includes 
housing and adequate income. 
York Region is trying to put one together 
since by 2031, people over the age of 65 
are expected to make up 21 per cent of the 
region’s population. 
Last year, the region approved the York 
Region Seniors Strategy – Thinking 
Ahead, which “will guide our work, with 
other levels of government and help our 
seniors maintain their independence and 
quality of life for as long as possible,” re-
gional chairperson Wayne Emmerson said 
in a Nov. 2016 media release. 
Part of that strategy includes supporting 
age-friendly/complete communities. 
In February, the region was informed it 
will receive an increase of more than $5.1 
million by 2020 to support the homeless or 
those at risk of becoming homeless. 
The money will expand the region’s cur-
rent programs and add new initiatives, 
such as better reporting/supporting at-risk 
populations, including the chronically 
homeless, youth and indigenous. Seniors 
were not included.  
“At-risk populations were identified by the 
province and seniors were not included as 
part of this funding announcement. How-
ever, all York Region homelessness pre-
vention programs are open to anyone, in-
cluding seniors,” Benton Sangster, the re-
gion’s public relations health educator told 
The Georgina Post. 

Senior housing in Georgina 
 
According to York Region, there are sev-
en affordable housing locations for sen-
iors in Georgina. 
Keswick Gardens—120 units 
43 The Queensway North Keswick 
68 one-bedroom 
27 two-bedroom 
19 accessible one-bedroom 
5 accessible two-bedroom 
Lakeside Residences — 97 units 
17 The Queensway South Keswick 
Tenants pay hydro. 
5 bachelor 
72 one-bedroom 
20 two-bedroom 
12 accessible  
Northview Court—40 units 
37 North Street Sutton 
39 one-bedroom 
1 two-bedroom 
Northview Court—32 units 
39 North Street Sutton 
There are a total of 32 one-bedroom units. 
Our Lady of Smolensk—35 units 
81 Alexander Blvd. Jackson’s Point 
Utilities are included in rent. 
24 one-bedroom 
7 two-bedroom 
4 accessible one-bedroom 
Pineview Terrace 
190 Church Street Keswick 
It has 49 one-bedroom seniors’ apart-
ments. 
Rixon Manor—26 units 
1 Pete’s Lane Pefferlaw,  
Tenants pay hydro (building electrically 
heated). 
17 one-bedroom 
8 two-bedroom 
1 accessible one-bedroom 
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All is well with the world 
again...well not really, but our 
world in Pefferlaw seems to 
be returning back to normal 
now that CN has almost fin-
ished their clean-up of the 
chaos caused by the recent 
train derailment. They even 
took away the problematic 
propane tank!  
 

If you want a kitten or cat to 
adopt contact Shirley Jakonen 
at the Georgina Feral Cat or-
ganization at (705) 437-1118.  
 

We send out our hearty and 
heartfelt best wishes to Rich-
ard Piotrowski in Pefferlaw 
who will celebrate his 80th 
birthday on March 26. Happy 
Birthday, Richard!  
 

Happy Birthday wishes also 
go out to Carroll Hall from 
her husband, family and 
friends. Carroll turns 79 on 
March 26. Cheers, Carroll!  
 

Terry Mason sent in the fol-

lowing message to recognize 
her hubby’s birthday:  
Don, you said no party, no 
nothing for your birthday. So 
that is what you are get-
ting...LOL. Well, except for 
this little tidbit. Happy 70th 
Sweetheart...Here’s to a lot 
more years together. Love and 
Best Wishes. Love, Terry.  
 

It is with great sadness and 
sincere regret we announce 
the passing of  Marion Lovell, 
94, on March 18 at home and 
surrounded by her family. She 
will be sadly missed by all 
who knew her. A Celebration 
of Life will be held at Egypt 
Hall on Easter Monday, April 
17 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  
 

We are also saddened to learn 
of the passing of long-time 
Pefferlaw resident and former 
Ward councillor, John Has-
tings. John passed away on 
Wed. March 22.  



The Morning Glory Swamp is what locals have 
referred to a large wetland on the southeast 
shore of Lake Simcoe, for generations. Today, 
it is referred to officially as Duclos Point Pro-
vincial Nature Reserve. The reserve measures 
110 hectares and Ontario Parks must know the 
exact boundaries, but to locals the boundaries 
are more abstract.  
There are two stories associated with the name 
of the swamp, one more innocent than the oth-
er. Margaret Burnie, wife of James Burnie, was 
said to have christened their new tavern, built 
on the edge of the swamp, with a bottle of 
whiskey. Her aim was to throw it over the 
building, but instead the bottle crashed against 
the side and her exclaim was “Morning Glory!” 
The simpler version is owing to the wild Morn-
ing Glory flowers that grow in the swamp. 
Either way, the name has been around almost 
as long as the tavern, built about 1853. The 
Burnie’s bought the property from members of 
the Pefferlaw Johnston family, that same year.  
It is often said that the early communities grew 
up around churches, but at least in this case, the 
church didn’t follow for another 10 years. 
Cooke’s Presbyterian Church was built oppo-
site the Tavern in 1863 and was destroyed by 
fire in 1887. Land records indicate that the 
Burnies got out of the tavern business in the 
late 1860s, the land and tavern later belonged 
to the Laviolettes. It was owned by Charles 
Laviolette at the time of its being destroyed by 
fire, in March of 1890: 

“The Morning Glory Hotel, about six miles 
east of this place, was burned on Sunday morn-
ing last. Mr. E.J. Phillips, the occupant, and 
family barely escaped with their lives and lost 
everything. The building was owned by Mr. 
Chas. Laviolette and from all that can be 
learned was not insured. The fire is supposed to 
have started from the dining room stove.   
[Newmarket Era (Newmarket, ON), 14 Mar 
1890, p. 3]. 
Besides the tavern site and the more recent 
cottage developments of Duclos Point, Holmes 
Point and Port Bolster, the swamp properties 
remained largely unpopulated. Early maps and 
land records showing the bulk of the acreage as 
being “Government” owned or by those who 
are “Non-Resident”. 
Prior to the Burnie’s building the tavern, the 
land there was owned by a French-Canadian 
named Simon Secord (Sicart) who arrived in 
the area in the 1820s. His proximity to the 
Laviolette and Duclos families was not all that 
tied them together, but marriages and illicit 
unions also add to the history of the inhabitants 
of the swamp. Secord was said to have had a 
brick and tile “factory” on his property. The 
swamp clay bricks and tiles were something 
akin to ‘when life gives you lemons, you make 
lemonade.’ 
Secord’s neighbour, Pierre Laviolette, appears 
to have been in the business of swamp whiskey 
in the 1830s. Account records show Pierre sell-
ing countless gallons of the beverage to Thom-

as Mossington. There is a sense that these 
French-Canadian voyageurs-turned-farmers 
weren’t so ready to take up the plough, but 
found other ways to make a living in the 
swamp. 
Today, the brick factory and tavern lands are 
occupied by Morning Glory Public School. It 
was constructed in 1954, within feet of the 
former tavern site. An aerial photograph from 
1954 shows a pile of fieldstone in the centre of 
a six acre plot, likely the foundation stone from 
the tavern and a 1970 aerial photo of the same 
area shows that spot to be occupied by a por-
tion of schoolyard, just outside the building. 
During the construction of the school, human 
remains were unearthed which led local ‘old 
timers’ to recount stories of the tavern’s dark 
past. It is also recorded that more bones were 
unearthed at the site in 1960. The tavern was 
the site, for many years, of Georgina Council 
meetings, coroner’s inquests, lovers’ quarrels, 
and plots of murder.  
There are many swamps and marshes in Geor-
gina, but none as notorious as the Morning 
Glory. 
With so many mysteries and tales of murder 
featuring this significant local feature, Melissa 
Matt will to speak on the subject to the Georgi-
na Paranormal Society. The meeting will take 
place at Taylor and Forrest Funeral Home, 
20846 Dalton Rd Sutton, on Thursday March 
30th at 7pm. All are welcome. 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
  

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

  

Brent Shaw  

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

NOW IN  
STOCK! 

Morning Glory Swamp and tavern site by Melissa Matt 
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Ward 1 by-election—Lee Dale pulls out of race, endorses Waddington 
Continued  from page 1. 
 more aggressively than others.  
Silviu Bona said the prospect of building a 
MURC was the main reason he decided to 
run as a candidate. He said recreational 
services “saved my life” as a youngster and 
“we have to build it right now”, adding, 
“We shouldn’t have to go to East Gwillim-
bury to get services.”   
Robin Smith agreed and said the need for 
the MURC in south Keswick was proven 
with the Recreational Needs Study. “We 
need to get the project underway. No matter 
what it is going to take time so we need to 
start now,” she said.  
Cindy Clark said with a provincial election 
on the way, there may be an opportunity to 
access funding to help build the MURC. 
“We also have several levels of govern-
ment we can appeal to. The expression is 
beg, borrow or steal—I’m not saying steal 
but beg and borrow as much as we can to 
try and get this facility built,” she said.  
Lee Dale said he completely supports the 
MURC project. “I think it is 100 per cent 
necessary,” he said adding, the town 
should take its time to cement partnerships 

and identify a model that will meet the 
needs of residents. “All of these things 
need to be decided before we spend our $2 
million.”  
Charlene Biggerstaff paid compliments to 
the current and past councils saying they 
have “done a good job” with studies, fund-
ing and preparing for the MURC. She said 
development charges will pay for a good 
portion of it and development charges are 
like cash in the bank for us.”  
Reacting to questions regarding economic 
development, all of the candidates agreed 
this was an area that required immediate 
consideration. 
Their answers ranged from developing 
strategic marketing campaigns so Georgina 
could attract companies offering good pay-
ing jobs—to lowering the cost of doing 
business in Georgina—to encouraging the 
development of a hotel and increasing tour-
ism.  
The tourism discussion among the candi-
dates also focussed on whether or not 
Georgina should provide “resident only” 
beaches.  
Charlene Biggerstaff, Boris Godzinevski 

and Forrest Jones all agreed that tourism is 
important to the town’s economy and Ms. 
Biggerstaff said Georgina has to decide if it 
is a tourism town or not.  
“If we are then we have to open up that 
community spirit to it,” she said.  
Both Ms. Biggerstaff and Mike Wadding-
ton felt the discussion around ‘resident 
only beaches’ within a tourism debate was 
difficult to rationalize. 
“It seems counter-intuitive that we can say 
‘come to our city’ but ‘don’t go there’,” 
Mr. Waddington said. “I think it is kind of 
elitist.” 
But Ms. Biggerstaff and other candidates 
such as Mr. Silviu, and Ms. Smith suggest-
ed there could be opportunities for a resi-
dent only beach among the various beach 
associations.  
Beach parking was only identified as a 
concern for residents by Mr. Godzinevski 
and  Ms. Clark and Mr. Silviu said season-
al licences should be available so amenities 
could be sold along the beach fronts.    
Ward 1 residents will go to the polls on 
Monday, March 27.  
 

Jackson’s Point redevelopment study 
Council heard from a number 
of concerned and frustrated 
neighbours prior to passing a 
staff recommendation to spend 
$90,000 to conduct a study of 
the redevelopment of the Jack-
son’s Point harbourfront. 
Jackson’s Point residents 
Wayne Phillips and Larry 
Rudd clearly demanded trans-
parency, openness and honesty 
when dealing with residents 
about changes coming to the 
Jackson’s Point harbour area.  
“Communication is key,” said 
Mr. Phillips. “Disclosure trust 
and honesty about what is 
going on in Jackson’s Point 
has been lacking.” 
According to a staff report 
tabled at council on Wednes-
day, March 22, the study is 
necessary to allow the Town 
to enter into anticipated devel-
opment negotiations with de-
velopers “as an informed ap-
proval authority”.  
“The long term goals for the 
harbour area need to be deter-
mined and in a timely fash-

ion,” staff stated in the report.  
Staff noted that known exist-
ing needs for improvement of 
the municipal harbour infra-
structure, the recent ownership 
change of Bonnie Boats and 
the recent Ramada develop-
ment were driving factors in 
recommending the study.  
Staff also recommended that 
the consulting group, The 
Planning Partnership and the 
|Ontario Water Centre be hired 
as ‘sole source’ suppliers to 
complete the study and con-
duct public consultations. 
Council was also advised that 
an application for $45,000 to 
assist in financing the redevel-
opment plan would be made to 
South Lake Community Fu-
tures Development Corpora-
tion (SLCFDC). Additionally, 
staff will apply for funding 
from the Rural Economic De-
velopment (RED) program 
once the study is completed to 
help implement the recom-
mendations.    
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Last Issue: muscle, tendon, skin 

Cardboard tobaggan races at the ROC 
The ever-popular 
cardboard toboggan 
races at the ROC on 
Thursday, March 16 
captured the imagi-
nation of kids and 
families across Geor-
gina during March 
break.  
Over 200 daredevil 
kids catapulted down 
the hill in hopes of 
bringing home a 
medal and bragging 
rights.  
But the fastest sled 
wasn’t the only win-
ner. Prizes and 
awards were handed 
out for Most Crea-
tive Design (Lachlan 
Brown), Largest Sled 
(Caleigh Gibbons & 
Kaitlyn Glave), Fast-
est and Farthest Dis-
tance Travelled 
(Dylan Stockley) and 
the ROC Bottom 
Award (Chloe & 
Lauren Cummings).  

Top Photo:  Camden and Mor-
gan Granger celebrate their 
winning run. Bottom Photos: 
Gavin Brown (left) in a card-
board snowmobile and Lach-
lan Brown (right) in a tank.  
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“If you have a learning disability, it’s not 
your fault,” stated Geraldine Pitschke, pro-
ject facilitator for Georgina Does Inclusive 
Business. 
Georgina Does Inclusive Business recently 
received funding to deliver employment 
support to people with disabilities who 
want to get back into the workforce, or 
enter it for the first time. 
In January, the first of two 16-week long 
sessions got underway. The second session 
began in March. The program was free to 
qualified individuals. 
The program is being aided by several 
community partners, including Georgina 
TradesTraining Inc., the Town of Georgi-
na, the Georgina Accessibility Advisory 
Committee, YorkWorks and JobSkills. 
“Hopefully, by the end of June, we’ll have 
placed 16 people in (jobs),” Pitschke said. 
The first part of the program is four weeks 
of in-class work. This is where the students 
are prepared to enter the workforce with a 
resume and cover letter. They are also 
taught interview skills and where applica-
ble, receive their SmartServe, CPR and 
WHMIS certifications.   
Most importantly, the students learn what 
their strengths are and the best types of 
jobs to harness those skills. 
“A lot of disabled people end up in day 
programs. They deserve to be working in 
jobs where they can get paid for their 
strengths, like everybody else. … I’d like 
to see that reflected in my community,” 
Pitschke said. 
To help uncover what those strengths are, 
what Pitschke wants to learn is not the 
traditional “how smart are you” but “how 
are you smart.” 

Students in the first session included some 
who were very skilled with their hands, 
artistic, great problem solvers and transi-
tioning careers following workplace acci-
dents.  
“It’s hard to grade that kind of stuff on 
paper,” she said. Students ranged in age 
from late teen to mid-50. 
What these students need, in order to be-
come more employable, and what the pro-
gram provides, is simply more time to 
learn workplace skills in ways that best 
suit them. 

“They may not be trainable in the tradi-
tional way, but everyone is trainable,” said 
David Geene, Executive Director of Geor-
gina Trades Training Inc. Geene is a for-
mer teacher and principal who worked in 
special education. 
“Where they have a disability in one as-
pect, they may have an exceptionality in 
another,” he said. 
The second part of the program is a 12-
week job placement with a Georgina-based 
company. 
“Connecting with employers, I think, is the 
hardest thing because they’re a little hesi-
tant,” Pitschke admitted. “They just need 
to learn a little bit more about hiring a per-
son with a disability.” 
For employers who participate in the pro-
gram, a government subsidy is available, 
but Pitschke cautioned: “We’re not looking 

for employers who want to hire people for 
12 weeks of free labour, that’s not fair.” 
The hope is the employer will want to keep 
the employee on after the program ends. 
GTTI currently has one disabled employee 
and has had several students with learning 
disabilities complete co-op terms with 
them. 
While GTTI provides valuable work expe-
rience for students who may not otherwise 
have had these experiences, Geene said 
those students also taught him something – 
“not to judge.” 
“Everybody has potential and ability. 
Some you have to look beyond first 
glance,” he said. 
“I hate the word ‘disability.’ I prefer the 
word ‘differently.’ There’s nothing wrong. 
Different can be a positive,” he said. 
For potential employers who may be con-
cerned about the abilities of a physically or 
intellectually disabled employee, both 
Geene and Pitschke say they shouldn’t be. 
“Look at the ability instead of only the 
disability,” Pitschke said. “We have these 
great people who just want an opportuni-
ty.” 
As for making accommodations for disa-
bled employees, they don’t generally have 
to be major. Geene and Pitschke both stat-
ed people, disabled or not, utilize assistive 
devices all the time, without realizing it – 
such as GPS, voice-to-text, spell check and 
even eye glasses, so making accommoda-
tions for the disabled should be no differ-
ent. 
“We all have something that needs accom-
modation,” Geene said. 
For more information, go to 
www.idobusiness.ca/georgina-does-

New employment program for people with disabilities 
By Sandra Bolan 

 

“They just need to learn a little 
bit more about hiring a person 

with a disability.” 
Geraldine Pitschke 
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Carolyn Crate (right), Chairperson of the Sutton BIA 
presents a $ 500.00 cheque to Sandra Smith (left) of 
Hospice Georgina. 
The donation was made at the annual general meeting of 
the Sutton BIA last month and represents the proceeds of 
the duck race that was held during the Festival on High 
last summer.  

Georgina Life host shaves beard for charity 

The Sutton Curling 
Club was host to 
curling royalty dur-
ing the Chili Spiel 
on Sat. Mar. 11 
when local curlers 
were joined by 
Curling Hall of 
Fame skip Marilyn 
Bodogh, a two-time 
Scotties Tourna-
ment of Hearts 
champion (1986 and 1996) and two-time World Curling champion 
(1986 and 1996). Ms. Bodogh (centre) was curling with her former 
coach, Mary Gellard (left) and her husband, Sam Gellard (right), 
both from Willow Beach. The Gellard’s daughter Kim was the vice-
skip on Ms. Bodogh’s 1996 championship team. The photograph she 
is holding has hung proudly in the ladies’ room of the Sutton Curl-
ing Club since then.  
The Chili Spiel, organized by 
club members Carol and Greg 
Forrest, featured 15 different 
offerings of chilli which were 
judged for colour, consistency, 
aroma and taste.  
After much heart-burn and diffi-
culty, the judges awarded a  
winning entry for each of the 
two curling draws, Veggie 
Heads and Hot Italian Sausage 
and Bacon.  
Congratulations to all who par-
ticipated.  

Jordan Middlebrook, the co-host of the 
Rogers TV program Georgina Life, cou-
rageously agreed to let co-host Amanda 
Grey shave off his beard on live televi-
sion last week to help raise money for 
Georgina Cares.  
With only 24-hours notice, the stunt gen-
erated $1,000 in donations which were 

donated in honour of Paul Nicholls, the 
former Rogers TV Politically Speaking 
host who recently passed away.  
Georgina Cares president Rob Grossi 
was on hand to receive the cheque for 
$900 and the supervising barber from 
Ralph’s Classic Barber donated $100 to 
make it an even $1,000.00.   



Earth Hour—March 25 —8:30 to 9:30 pm.  
 

The Lake Simcoe South Shore Horticultur-
al Society invites you to their  monthly 
meeting at Keswick United Church on 
Mon. Mar. 27 at 7:30 pm to discuss 
“Growing a Rainbow”.  
 

The Brock Community Health Centre in-
vites you to The Nourish Community Hub 
in Cannington on Tues. Mar. 28 for a 
hands-on program featuring Kids in the 
Kitchen. Call (905) 432-2444.  
 

Georgina Pins and Needles meeting for  
quilters and needle workers will be held on 
April 4 at Knox United Church at 7:00 pm.  
 

Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw will host its 
next Free Community Dinner on Wednes-
day, April 5 at 6:00 p.m.  
 

On Friday, Apr. 7 join the Georgina Pio-
neer Village and Archives as they ex-
plore mysterious oddities in the collection 
at the Noble House Meeting Room at 6:30 
to 8:30 pm. $10 per person. Adults 18+.  

The Port Bolster Hall Board will host a 
Children’s Easter Party on Sat. Apr il 8 
from noon to 2:00 pm. Lunch, egg hunt, 
crafts, prizes and draws. Free! Donation to 
the Food Pantry appreciated.  
 

On Saturday, April 8, Club 55 in Pefferlaw 
is having a Hi-Low Bid Euchre Tourna-
ment star ting at 1:00 pm. $10 includes 
snacks and a chance to win $100. Call Jan 
at (705) 437-2432.  
 

The April 10 meeting of the Georgina 
Brock Garden Club will be a Dessert 
Meeting and Open House beginning at 
6:30 pm at the Wilfrid Hall. Martin Gallo-
way will discuss “Your Garden Wakes Up 
for Spring.”  
 

Lorretto Maryholme Spirituality Centre 
invites you to a 3-Day Silent Retreat on 
April 11 to 13. Accommodation, meals and 
spiritual direction offered. (905) 476-4013 
to register. 
 

The ACW of Christ Church Roches Point 
is hosting a Rummage Sale on Sat. Apr. 22 
from 8:00 am to noon at Cayley Hall on 
Turner St. in Roches Point.  
 

The East Lake Simcoe Quilters Quilt Show 
will be held on Sat. Apr. 22 from 10:00 am 
to 4:00 pm at Trinity United Church on 

Laidlaw St. in Cannington. $5 at door.  
 
Jericho Youth Services is hosting their 3rd 
Annual Trivia Night on Sat. Apr . 22 at 
7:00 pm at the Link. Dinner served by Big 
Bone BBQ. $35/each—teams of 4 re-
quired. Call (905) 722-5540.  
 

The Sutton Agricultural Society will host 
their Annual Silent Auction in support of 
the Sutton Fair and Horse Show on Sat. 
Apr. 22 at the Sutton Kin Hall. Call (905) 
722-5360.  
 

If you love to sing, then this event is for 
you! The Voices of Georgina in partner-
ship with the Town of Georgina are host-
ing another Sing! Sing! And Sing Some 
More! event on Sat. April 29 at the Link in 
Sutton. For more information on how you 
can register, call Susan Stewart at (905) 
716-2565.  
 

You are invited to the Annual "Swing into 
Spring" event at Trinity United Church, 50 
Laidlaw St. N, Cannington on Sunday 
April 30 with pork dinner and local arti-
sans' displays from 5 - 7 pm and concert at 
7 pm. Tickets available from members, at 
the door, or call 705-432-2194: $20 each; 
ages 6 and under free; family rate $50 (2 
adults and children); concert only - $10.  
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