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Georgina sets sights on re-”making” library services
Librarians around the world are embracing a
new learning concept and it is one that sets
the traditional image of a library on its ear.
The intent of this new concept is to learn by
doing.
The traditional knowledge-based resources
at the library, the books, are being complemented by a trend to include more nonpassive activities known as “Maker” programming.
According to the Director and CEO of Georgina’s Library Services Mary Baxter, the
Maker concept will put new technologies
and equipment in the hands of library users
so they can experience the practical aspects
of knowledge and learning.
“It is collaborative community building...having the community come in and
experience technology literacies and not just
as consumers but as producers, sharers and
collaborators,” Ms. Baxter said. “It is an
evolution of libraries from the traditional
book-based to community hubs, community
spaces—the community living room.”
The Maker concept rips a page out of the Do
It Yourself (DIY) playbook. It encourages
creativity and innovation that is aided and
abetted by easy access to the internet and its
vast stockpile of “how-to” videos and stepby-step instruction blogs. It also comes with
a new language. Words like Makerlab, Makerspace, Makeful, STEAM Maker, Maker

studio, Maker kids, Makerbot and more.
And libraries want to be part of this new
Maker culture.
Ms. Baxter says a number of new Maker
programs have already been introduced into
Georgina’s libraries. They have acquired a
3D printer—a technology that transforms a
computer aided design into a 3D object.
They have a builders’ club, have hosted a
Junior Techfest, acquired circuitry technology (Squishy Circuits) to convert everyday
objects into circuits, they offer invention
kits called MakeyMakey and have installed
a number of sewing machines.
As the Maker culture begins to transform
the image of the library from a quiet space
for research, study and reading into a hub of
activity to promote creativity and innovation, Ms. Baxter is eager to develop a Master Plan that will plot a path forward for
Georgina’s library services. The first step
will be a workshop to brainstorm and gather
ideas from the public and library users “to
build a collective vision for the future.”
The challenge, she says, will be to retrofit
these new Maker demands for space into
library spaces once designed for more passive activities.
“Having existing buildings makes it really
hard to retrofit because it requires space and
retooling what we have. So we work with
what we’ve got and tweak,” she said, add-

ing, many new libraries were designed and
built with the Maker concept in mind and
are including video production labs, vinyl
and laser cutting and etching tools, programming software and much more.
But, this shift toward the Maker culture will
not leave the traditional library services
behind. According to Ms. Baxter the circulation numbers of book loans, e-book
downloads, audio, video and computer requests continue to rise and the library’s ever
evolving offering of free subscription online databases such as Ancestry.com and
others is always expanding. Ms. Baxter recently announced the addition of video
games to its borrowing library and a reciprocal lending agreement with all six of York
Region’s northern community libraries
which further expands access for Georgina
library users. And, staff will endeavour to
meet the expectations of patrons still wanting a quiet space for research or study, she
said.
But with digital technology moving at such
a rapid pace, Ms. Baxter says the library will
need to keep up to the demands of a changing world. “We would love people to come
in and see what today’s library is all about.
We can help them with their life goals,” she
said, adding, “We are not your grandmother’s library anymore and haven’t been
for a long time.”
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So, what do you think of this idea...
The staff involved in the Economic Development department
at the Town work hard advancing a dual-pronged mission: 1.
Help existing businesses improve their financial prosperity
and 2. Attract new businesses to
Georgina to off-set the tax load
carried by our residential ratepayers and provide new job
opportunities for residents.
And within those two lofty
goals is the underlying mandate
to bring more tourists into our
community.
Certainly one of the main assets
that we have to attract tourism
is our beaches. With seven public beaches and one Provincial
park spread throughout our
sandy shores, Georgina is positioned to play host to tens of
thousands of tourist every year.
But the reality is many of these
tourists are day-trippers who
come to the beach readily
equipped to stay put and not
venture too far from the water.
As a result, the opportunity for
them to ‘shop locally’ diminishes the minute they spread out
their beach towel.
So, if our visitors won’t come
to the mountain, why not take
the mountain to them.
In other words, why not invite
our business community to set
up a stall at the beach?
I’m thinking, perhaps once a
month we host an event at the
beach where Georgina businesses can come and sell their
wares. I’ve even come up with
an event name:
Georgina@thebeach.
For those of us who have ever
vacationed on a tropical beach
somewhere, beach vendors are
almost as plentiful as the grains
of sand. But, have I ever bought
something from them? You bet
I have.
In my mind’s eye I see numerous tents gathered along the
perimeter of a Georgina park
(perhaps Willow Beach) offering art, crafts, jewellery, beach
clothing and other essentials,
toys, suntan oil, lotions, books,
magazines, resort brochures,
fishing tours, food concessions,

real estate info, a tourist booth
and so on and so on,
We could rip a page out of the
Kempenfest manual but invite
Georgina businesses only. I
think it could stimulate the
economy, introduce our business community to the touristvisiting public and add a new
dimension to our beaches.
Certainly a tourist booth on the
beach could go a long way in
helping us promote all of our
tourism amenities and businesses. It could convince an
already target audience to come
back and explore what else
Georgina has to offer.
So, what’s to stop us? Well, the
Town would have to get on
board together with the various
BIAs and the Chamber. And of
course, the business community
would need to participate. I
think it is an idea worth exploring and who knows, it might
just take off.
As they say, nothing ventured,
nothing gained.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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New fire service fees are recommended
Fire Department recommendations to incorporate new service fees and raise the cost of
old ones will be debated by
council at their meeting on
March 23.
Georgina Fire Chief Ron Jenkins is submitting a report that
recommends a new annual fee
of $35 for an open fire burning
permit. Currently burn permits
are free and a recreational fire
will not be subject to the new
burn fees.
However, residents found burning brush without a permit will
be charged $450 plus $225 per
half hour per apparatus responding to the site if council
passes the recommendations.
The current charge for a burning infraction is $103.75 plus a
$20 surcharge.
Chief Jenkins says the fire department has responded to 411
open fire burning complaints
over the past three years of
which 272 were in contravention of the by-law.

His report says the introduction
of the new open fire burning
fees will allow residents to
obtain a burn permit once in
the calendar year and assist in
educating Georgina residents
on the requirement for open air
burning. Materials that are prohibited from open air burning
include any material that is
normally collected under a municipality's garbage, recycling,
or yard waste collection program.
Chief Jenkins will also ask
council to raise service fees to
help the fire department recover costs for 16 other fire
services including inspections
and generating reports.
A charge of $122 is being recommended for every LLBO
application that requires a department inspection—up from
$40 currently and new charges
are recommended when fire
crews respond to chronic false
fire alarms.

ATTENTION SENIORS
Are you….
 a senior over 65 or a person on disability at any age?
 living in York Region?
 living on a household income of less than $77,500?

If so, you may qualify for a Provincial Grant of $7,500 to upgrade
safety features in your home or to do other repairs.
For more information please call:

Omni Works Senior Services at (416) 419-8866.
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Link programming now underway
Mayor Margaret Quirk was all
smiles on March 8 when she
signed two licensing agreements that will open the doors
for the Georgina Food Pantry
and the Georgina Trades Training Centre to move into the
Link.
Already the Training Centre is
set to celebrate the graduation

of 15 students on March 31—
the first to participate in a culinary employment program held
at the new Link kitchen.
The licensing agreement signing ceremony was the first
among the Link tenants. It is
expected Hospice Georgina and
Routes among others will soon
follow suit.

Top Right: Mayor
Margaret Quirk
hands David
Geene, Executive
Director of the
Georgina Trades
Training Centre, a
set of keys after
signing the licensing agreement for
the Link.
Bottom Right:
Catherine Cook
(left) and Stephen
Palmer (right)
from the Georgina
Food Pantry also
receive a set of
keys to the Link to
begin building out
their 3,360 sq. ft.
space.

NOW IN
STOCK!

Correction
In the March 10 issue of the
Georgina Post it was reported
that a council motion to approve
a grant to the Georgina Food
Pantry to defray building permit
costs passed by a vote of four to

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

one. In fact, the motion passed
with a vote of three to two with
Dan Fellini and Frank Sebo not
supporting the motion. We
regret the error and apologize
for any inconvenience.
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Job Fair in Sutton resounding success

Domenic Cutulle, the Employment Services Manager at
yorkworks in Sutton, says he
was delighted with the positive
feedback he received during an
Annual Job Fair held at the
Link on March 9.
“People were getting employed
and employers were finding
workers,” Mr. Cutulle said. “It
was our most successful job
fair yet in Sutton.”

More than 100 attendees were
able to discuss their career
paths directly with potential
employers and interview for
current available positions.
Many employers were repeat
exhibitors at the show due to
the fact that they have been
successful in the past.
Above, All Reasons Party
Rentals proprietors discuss job
openings with a job seeker.
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It was a full house at
the Wilfrid Hall on
March 19 during a
community St. Patty’s
Day dinner.
Diners were entertained by Kevin Fullbrook, Richard McIntyre and Delbert
Metheral and a big
shout out goes to
organizers of this very
successful fundraising
event.

Congratulations to the members of the Port Bolster Hall Board and the Optimist Club of Keswick for staging a delightful Children’s Easter
Party on March 19. The kids were treated to a
free lunch, arts, crafts and Easter sweets.
Above, three year-old Austin Dalton concentrates on filling up his Easter basket with eggs
so he can trade them in for a prize from the
Easter Bunny.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Georgina Arts Centre invites you to a
showing of The Hateful Eight at the Gem
Theatre on Mar. 24 at 6:30 pm. $10. Mar. 26
the “Dark Matter” exhibition of paintings and
sculptures by Edward Falkenberg opens. He
will be at the gallery on Apr. 10 at 1:00 pm.
The Virginia United Church located at 28280
Highway 48 will offer their Easter Service on
Sunday, March 27 at 9:30 am.

Georgina Pins & Needles will demonstrate a
Brother Scan and Cut Machine on Tues. Apr. 5
at 7:00 pm at Knox United Church. $5.
The GAC will host an Arts Café on Sun. Apr.
3 at 2:00 pm with a presentation including
music to discuss Netherlands influence in art.
The Sutton Agricultural Society is hosting
their Annual Silent Auction at 7:00 pm on Apr.
9 at the Kin Hall. $3 includes bid # and pie.

Beaverton Horticultural Society will meet at
On Sat. Apr. 9 support Georgina Cares and
St. Paul’s Anglican Church at 7:00 pm on Mar.
attend the 11th Annual Len Westcott Eagles
31. Topic: Insects by Malcom Geast.
Charity Hockey Tournament at the Sutton
Arena. Fun starts at 9:00 am.
March 31 is the deadline for the Georgina Arts
Centre’s MADE IN GEORGINA Emerging
“Garden Seduction” will be the topic discussed
Musician Showcase entry. If you are a musiat the Apr. 11 Georgina-Brock Garden Club
cian with original popular music get your entry meeting at Wilfrid Hall at 7:30 pm.
in to compete for $5,000 in prizes.
Come on out and support the Friends of the
The GEG Refugee Welcome group invites you Library as they host their 10th Annual Grate
to Pheasant Run Golf Club in Sharon on Sat.
Groan-up Spelling Bee on Fri. Apr. 15 at the
Apr. 2 at 3:00 pm as a Syrian newcomer shares Kin Hall. Dinner at 6:30 pm. $35.00.
his resettlement experience.
Attend the Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge
The Sutton & District Lions Club will host a
fundraising event on Sun. Apr. 17—11:00amEuchre Night on Sat. Apr. 2 at 7:00 pm St.
4:00pm at the Lions Community Centre in
Andrew’s Church Hall. $20.
Pefferlaw. Wildlife presentations, games, fact
painting, silent auction, raffle and more.
The Sutton Kinettes is looking for donations
for young grads for their Prom Sale on Apr. 3. Join Georgina and East Gwillimbury church
If you have a donation (male or female formal choirs for a Celebration of Choirs performance
attire) call (905) 476-1521.
on Sun. Apr. 17 from 2:00 to 4:30 pm at
Sharon-Hope United Church in support of
“Dine for a Cause” at Boston Pizza on Mon.
GEG Refugee Welcome. Themed Gift Basket
Apr. 4 at 6:00 pm for Hospice Georgina.
Raffle tickets for $2 each.

