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Georgina Island teen writers see script produced as educational aid 
Five teens from Geor-
gina Island who wrote a 
script focusing on the 
dangers of replica guns 
will see their story pro-
duced as a public ser-
vice announcement to 
be used as a teaching aid 
by educational institu-
tions and law enforce-
ment agencies.  
Jared Bigcanoe, Alfie 
Porte, Jordan Stevens, 
Travis Charles and Jesse 
Villneuve, all students 
of Sutton District High 
School wrote the script 
after three of the teens 
were suspended from 
school for playing with 
toy cap guns on school 
property.  
Their script follows the 
exploits of three teen 
boys who decide to skip 
school one day and head 
into town instead. The 
boys are carrying  toy 
guns and when they are 
exposed, a concerned 
citizen working at a gas 

station calls police. Upon 
their arrival, miscommunica-
tion and a misunderstanding, 
complicated by a sudden 
movement, results in one of 
the youths being shot.  
“We wanted to show kids 
what the consequences of 
playing with replica guns 
could be,” said Jared Bigca-
noe.  
“We came up with this idea 
and sent it to the school 
board and they considered it 
and thought it was pretty 
cool,” he said.  
Working with the aboriginal 
student advisor on the island, 
Greer Atkinson, the teens 
were then put in touch with 
Jennifer Podemski, a co-
founder of the Toronto based 
film and production company 
Big Soul Productions. Ms. 
Podemski has also spent 
years working with and men-
toring Aboriginal youth by 
facilitating workshops in 
self-awareness, goal-setting 
and self-empowerment.   
Continued on page 3... 

(Left to Right) Travis Charles, Alfie Porte and Jared Bigcanoe portray 
three teens who are headed for trouble when they skip school and carry 
replica guns into town. The teens and two other friends wrote a script 
which was produced as a public service announcement to warn against 
replica guns. The finished work will be used as an educational aid after 
being screened at Sutton District High School and on Georgina Island.  

Solid all brick 3 bedroom home that backs 
on to golf course. This home includes 2 full 
bathrooms, full finished basement with a 

walk out to the treed backyard, 2 kitchens, 
perfect for an in-law suite. Lots of trees   

surround this home making it very private.  
Quick closing is available.  

 For more information or to view call (905) 
722-3211 or visit www.teresamillar.com 
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Well, well, well...I sort of 
thought this issue would wait 
until the ink was dry on the mu-
nicipal election signs before it 
reared its controversial head—
but the Town of Georgina lit the 
flame recently under the mos-
quito control issue when word 
spread they were considering 
cancelling the program.  
A public meeting at the Peffer-
law Lions Hall has been sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 4 at 
7:00 p.m. and if you are a resi-
dent in the area, you should 
definitely make a point of at-
tending.  
There was a town hall meeting 
last year when residents were 
told how to reduce the risk of 
the West Nile virus and, by de-
fault,  the mosquito control pro-
gram was rigorously debated. 
At that time, Mayor Grossi told 
residents that the only fair way 
to deal with the Mosquito Con-
trol Program was to address it 
through a plebiscite and ask 
affected residents to vote on it 
on the ballot for the municipal 
elections.  
I like that idea—I think it is fair 
and equitable—and it is a very 
democratic way of dealing with 
a controversial issue.  Hopefully 
the upcoming town hall meeting 
will provide residents an oppor-
tunity to assess the issue from a 
variety of different viewpoints 
so they can make an informed 
decision.  
After hours and hours of re-
search and years and years of 
experience as a resident of Pef-
ferlaw, the one conclusion I 
have come up with is, that we 
need a mosquito control pro-
gram of some description. The 
threat of ever being exposed to 
the wicked mosquito population 
that we suffered through before 
the spray program is not an op-
tion for me.  
And it is my fervent hope that 
council understands that and 
comes away from the meeting 
with the understanding that Pef-
ferlaw needs something. To 
cancel the current program 
without replacing it with some-

thing else is an option that must 
be removed from the table.  
I have researched Malathion 
and while questions have been 
raised regarding possible health 
effects if the material is not han-
dled properly, a Pest Manage-
ment Regulatory Agency fact 
sheet says “it is a safe practice 
for the control of adult mosqui-
toes”.  
And I have researched an alter-
native called Bti and, according 
to a fact sheet from the same 
agency, it too “poses little threat 
to human health”. I would 
strongly recommend residents 
obtain copies of these fact 
sheets as part of their informa-
tion gathering process to keep 
themselves informed about 
these products..  
I expect the merits of Bti to be 
strongly argued at the meeting 
but I am concerned that council 
will give more attention to the 
cost of this alternative than to 
its benefits. And I am also con-
cerned that support for Bti will 
be interpreted as non-support 
for the current program and 
council will cancel that program 
without replacing it with the Bti 
alternative.  
Frankly, if both programs are 
safe and effective, I don’t care 
which program we get as long 
as we get left with something .  
 
Karen Wolfe, Editor 
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 
Brent Shaw  

Owner 

STORE HOURS 
 

Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Island teens produce public  
service announcement 
Continued from page 1. 
Using Ms. Podemski’s guidance 
and production talents, the teens 
put their story into production 
and began filming in Pefferlaw 
on March 12, 2006.  
“It didn’t start off as a video but 
after a brainstorming session, 
these guys wanted to send a 
message out about what can 
happen  if you make a silly 
choice,” Ms Podemski said.  
According to Greer Atkinson, 
events that occurred following 
the suspension of the students 
had a major 
impact on 
turning a 
negative 
experience 
for the teens 
into a posi-
tive one. 
“During a 
First Na-
tions study 
circle, the 
boys gained 
an under-
standing of 
why replica 
guns are a 
threat and 
dangerous 
and what 
can happen 
when people 
don’t know if they are real or 
not,” Ms. Atkinson said.  “And, 
they made a commitment to do 
an educational piece to help 
others understand the issue.” 
Once the idea of writing the 
script took shape, Ms. Atkinson 
sought and received funding 
from the Laidlaw Foundation 
and the Chippewas of Georgina 
and invited Ms. Podemski to 
join the team. 
“Instead of turning away from 
school, they have turned toward 
it and did something construc-
tive out of something that could 
have gone the other way,” she 
said.  
After production, the video will 
be edited down into a 60 or 90 

second public service announce-
ment that will be forwarded to 
the York Region School Board, 
the Ontario Provincial Police 
and other local law enforcement 
agencies for general educational 
purposes.  
“I hope the message gets to peo-
ple so they don’t fool around 
with guns period—fake or   
otherwise,” said Travis Charles.  
“I liked doing it, it was fun,” 
said Alfie Porte, “but I hope it 
gets across to people so they 
don’t have to go through some-

thing like that,” he said.  
Ms. Atkinson is planning a 
community showing of the final 
product on the island in May 
and will encourage the York 
Region School Board to host a 
showing at the school. “We 
have a great relationship with 
the York Region Board. This 
relationship is being held up as 
a model for other boards and we 
are going to pitch the idea to the 
board to have it included in their 
curriculum,” she said. 
Additionally, Ms. Podemski 
who is also an award winning 
actress, hopes to submit the 
public service announcement 
into various film festivals 
around the country.  

Ms. Jennifer Podemski (centre) gives First Nations 
student actors and screen writers last minute direc-
tion during the filming of their public service an-
nouncement entitled “Guns Kill”. The students 
wrote the script after being suspended from school 
for playing with toy cap guns.  



4 

 
 
 

Seniors’ computer classes a hit with local residents — New classes start April 6  

Wilfrid Hall finds its roots as a church for the winter months 

When the Wilfrid Hall was originally built 
in 1832 it was the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church and was located on the 11th Con-
cession of Brock beside the Hart Ceme-
tery. The land had been donated by settlers 
Jeremiah Hart and his wife Hannah who 
had built a home in Wilfrid in 1830. How-
ever, when a new church was built in 

1888, a group of industrious pioneers de-
cided to move the building on to its present 
location beside the United Church.  
According to Dorothy Shier, a life time 
resident of Wilfrid and owner of the origi-
nal Hart property, it took years to move the 
building from its former hill location.  
“It took three years to move this building 

from the Hart Cemetery to 
its present location in the 
village because they had to 
do it during the winter 
when the ground was fro-
zen so they could get it 
over the river,”  she said. 
“They used horses and logs 
to skid the building to its 
present location.” 
Since that time, the build-
ing has undergone numer-
ous renovations and up-
grades and is today a key 
landmark in the village.  

Now, more than 170 years after it was 
built, it serves the community again as a 
place of worship.  
 “This grand old building has come full 
circle starting out as a church and now 
returning as a building for the Wilfrid con-
gregation to once again worship in,” says 
Mrs. Shier. 
According to Reverend Kathryn McIntosh, 
the community has been attending church 
services in the community hall since Janu-
ary 2006.  
“The idea behind us offering worship in 
the hall was the cost of fuel for the 
church,”  she said adding that services will 
continue there until Easter weekend.  
“It was really an act of responsible stew-
ardship of our resources to go in this direc-
tion and people have found it nice and 
cozy,” she said.  
“Easter Sunday we will be back in the 
church so we can celebrate spring and 
Easter,” she said.  

Computer classes for seniors 
that are being delivered at the 
Pefferlaw Youth Centre have 
been receiving rave reviews 
from students and due to the 
success of the program, classes 
will begin again on April 6, 
2006.   
Delivered by Kathryn McIntosh, 
the United Church minister for  
Wilfrid and Udora, the program 
is sponsored by the Town of 
Georgina Leisure Services De-
partment.  
At a cost of $10 for five ses-
sions, seniors learn computer 

basics that can help in  reducing 
their level of frustration when 
beginning to use a computer.  
The classes are conducted on 
Thursday mornings from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and interested 
parties must register with 
Luanne at the Leisure Services 
department in Georgina (705) 
437-2210.  
Recent “graduates” of the class 
on the right from left to right 
are: Marja Higginson, Bill Hig-
ginson, Noreen Dixon and Bill 
Card.  
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4H Club learns the art of making maple syrup at Barkey Sugar Bush 
In a tour organized by Dorothy Shier of 
Wilfrid, leader of the Durham West 4H 
Club, 15 4H Maple Syrup Club members 
participated in a tour of the Barkey Sugar 
Bush in Cannington on Saturday, March 
18,  
The Barkey Sugar Bush, considered to be 
one of Ontario’s most modern and techno-
logically advanced maple syrup operations, 
is located on five 
acres of land just west 
of the village of Can-
nington.  
Owned and operated 
by Edwin and Doro-
thy Barkey, the busi-
ness was recently con-
verted from a manual 
operation  and is now 
outfitted with a few 
thousand feet of plas-
tic piping that con-
nects 630 tree taps to 
the sophisticated 
pumping, boiling, 
filtering and filling 
equipment used to 
produce maple syrup.   
According to Mr. 
Barkey, each tap is 
capable of produc-
ing .8 litres of maple 
syrup giving his op-
eration the potential 
for 500 litres every 
spring.  
On the tour, Mr. 
Barkey showed mem-
bers how the sap is 
collected from the 
taps and transported 
along an elevated and 
gravity-fed delivery 
system to a pumping 
station.  
“We don’t tap trees 
smaller than 10 
inches in diameter,” 
Mr. Barkey said, ex-
plaining that a tree 18 
inches in diameter 
can accommodate two spiles and a tree 24 
inches in diameter can accommodate three 
without compromising the sap required to 
invigorate the leaves of the trees in the 
spring.  
“In very large trees we can use four 
spiles,” he said.  
From the pumping station, the group fol-

lowed the intricate maze of plastic tubing 
up to a newly built sugar shack (camp) 
where a stainless steel evaporator extracts 
the water from the sap by boiling it at pre-
cise temperatures carefully monitored by 
Mr. Barkey.  
From the evaporator the liquid is trans-
ferred to a finishing station where it is fur-
ther reduced and tested using a hydrometer 

which validates the density of the syrup. 
One the desired consistency is achieved, 
the syrup is filtered before being trans-
ferred into a stainless steel container used 
for bottling.  
Mr. Barkey explained that prior to the in-
stallation of the new system, the filtering 
process was extremely critical because 

collected sap from pails often attracted 
moths and other contaminants.  
The Barkey Sugar Bush tour is the first of 
six maple syrup outings the group will 
participate in this spring.  
According to Mrs. Shier, her 4H Maple 
Syrup Club will conclude their activities at 
the Sunderland Maple Syrup Festival to be 
held on April 1 and 2.  

“Club members will be helping Paul 
Harder, who owns a sugar bush south of 
Sunderland, to demonstrate how natives 
used to make maple syrup using heated 
stones,” she said, adding that the group 
will also be involved in the many maple 
syrup making demonstrations to be con-
ducted at the festival.  

(1) Ed Barkey (centre) shows 4H Club members a section of the thousands of feet of piping used to run the 
sap from the trees to the pumping station. (2) Club members examine the bins of wood required to fire the 
equipment to boil down the sap. (3) Mr. Barkley pours syrup into a hydrometer which tests the density of the 
maple syrup. (4) Connector hoses are attached to filtering equipment prior to the syrup being fed into a 
stainless steel container used for bottling.  

1 

4 3 

2 
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Tennyson Tidbits 

Lake Simcoe Ice Report 
I was speaking with one of York Re-
gion’s finest the other day and he told 
me that the police have been respond-
ing daily to ice rescues on Lake Sim-
coe. Everything from cars to trucks to 
Argos has been going through recently 
but fortunately no one has been injured. 
It is time to use some good judgement 
about the lake and stay off it until boat-
ing season.  
 

A very Happy Birthday to Randy Mar-
chand who celebrates his 45th birthday 
on April 4. Cheers Randy.  
 

On April 7, Judy Way of Moore’s 
Beach celebrates a birthday but her age 
was not divulged. Well...it could have 
been but I was threatened. Happy Birth-
day Judy.  
 

Another Happy Birthday goes out to Jer-
emy Hudson who will turn 25 on March 
30. Cheers Jeremy.  
 

A huge welcome to Rose Pinnell who 
will be opening Gram’s Restaurant at 
the Kindness Automotive station in Pef-
ferlaw. According to Rose, she will be 
open within the next week or so when 
she will be offering breakfast and lunch 
fare seven days a week from 6:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m.  
 

Our sincere best wishes for a speedy 
recovery go out to Sandy Jubb who is 
recovering from cancer surgery at Mount 
Sinai hospital in Toronto. Get well soon 
Sandy.  
 

I hear that Marilyn and Ron Reid, ac-
companied by Marilyn’s sister Donna 
and her husband, Seldon Brooks, spent 
a weekend on Lake Nippising ice fish-
ing. According to Donna, Marilyn caught 

a 5 lb whitefish, said to be one of the 
largest ever caught in the area where 
they were fishing.   
 

A special birthday greeting is sent from 
Ashley Shearer to Mark Hatt who 
turned 19 on March 17.  Hope you had a 
great day Mark! 
 

And a very Happy Birthday to Richard 
Piotrowski who turns 69 on March 26. 
Richard is also recovering from surgery 
recently and we wish him a speedy recov-
ery.  
 

The Pefferlaw Fire Department was 
called out to a four-alarm fire on Durham 
Rd. 23 last week when a woodworking 
shop owned by Paul Pamom was de-
stroyed by fire. Fire fighting crews from 
Brock, Uxbridge, Sunderland and Peffer-
law responded but were unable to save 
the building.  
 
Welcome to Elman Yusupov who re-
cently took over the Shell station in Port 
Bolster. Mr. Yusupov owns a Beaver 
station in Keswick and I know many 
people will recognize long-time resident 
Charlie Porte whom you will find be-
hind the counter sporting his usual big 
smile.  
 

Our sincere condolences go out to the 
family and friends of George Sarasin 
who recently lost his battle with leuke-
mia. George was a life-long resident of 
this community and is survived by 
daughters Tanya, Vanessa, Kimberly and 
five grandchildren.  
 

Congratulations to Fire Chief Bill 
O’Neill who celebrated 25 years with 
the Georgina Fire Department. Bill was 
recognized for his service at a dinner in 
Toronto on Tuesday evening.  

Udora, Ontario 
All Ages 
Welcome 

We are now located in the  
Udora United Church 

● longer hours ● more play room          
● more spaces available 

Julie Bersche 
Early Childhood Educator 

Professional, Reliable,  
Flexible 

705-228-1120 

Riverview 

DON’T FORGET  
TO PLAY THE  

PEFFERLAW POST 
SCAVENGER HUNT  

CONTEST! 
ENTRY DEADLINE IS:  

APRIL 24, 2006 
 

Entry forms available at:  
Lim’s Grocery and Video 

HU
Scavenger

Pef ferlaw PostThe Great 

NT Contest



Tax specialist gears up for busy income tax season 
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Providing general bookkeeping, office 
correspondence and payroll services to 
local area businesses is a full-time job for  
Bev Warner, the proprietor of Bookkeep-
ing by Bev. But throw in the seasonal de-
mands of income tax deadlines and full-
time takes on a whole new meaning.  
This is where the rubber really hits the 
road. 
However, as a seasoned-professional with 
years of office and bookkeeping knowl-
edge and experience, Mrs. Warner loves 
the challenge of juggling the accounting 
needs of her clients and digging through 
the minutia of numbers to make things add 
up—on time, every time.  
Particularly, she enjoys working on books 
that are disorganized and muddled.  
“It’s a challenge but I like things that come 
to me in a mess because I enjoy getting 
things organized and watching the reaction 
of my clients when I give them back,” she 
said.  
With a customer base that stretches from 
Pefferlaw to Cookstown, to Scarborough 
to Oshawa and beyond, Mrs. Warner em-
ploys state-of-the-art computer technology 
and programming software to improve 
productivity and efficiency.  
“It is a breeze compared to what we did 
without computers,” she said. “It used to 
be all done manually and now with e-
filing, refunds are so much faster and I can 
do so much more.”  
And, while filing income tax returns is the 
bulk of her business from March 1 to April 
30, her bookkeeping support is offered to 
businesses on an as-needed basis through-
out the year.. 
“The businesses I look after all year round 
have various needs,” she explains. “Some 
require daily support, some weekly and 
monthly and some annually,” she said.  

During income tax season she stays abreast 
of changes to the Income Tax Act  by at-
tending CanTax courses designed for in-
come tax specialists. Here she finds out 
how she can help her clients most by 
claiming expenses of which they are un-
aware and, in most cases, this translates 

into a larger refund.  
According to Mrs. Warner, many of her 
clients, especially seniors, are not aware of 
the dramatic difference medical expenses 
can make to their returns.  
“It is a big thing and most people don’t 
think about some of the medical expenses 
they can claim,” she said. “With medical 
claims you have to be eligible, but once 
you are, then the claim can really build 

up,” adding that expenses such as travel, 
parking, accommodation and drugs are 
often overlooked by clients.  
But, according to Mrs. Warner, one of the 
most difficult decisions many clients face 
is the decision to turn their financial mat-
ters over to a stranger. “Usually it takes a 

long time for 
people to 
come to me. 
It is hard for 
them because 
they are not 
accustomed to 
discussing 
their personal 
finances with 
people they 
don’t know,” 
she said.  
And in these 
cases, her 
success is 
measured by 
the satisfac-
tion of her 
clients.  
“When people 
are really 
happy be-
cause I’ve 
found some-
thing that 
might have 

been overlooked in the past, I love hearing 
them say ‘I don’t know what I did without 
you’, she said.  
Their praise and appreciation could also 
have something to do with the care and 
feeding she offers her customers.  
“Many of my clients have been with me 
since the beginning,” she says. “I pick-up 
and deliver for seniors and they appreciate 
that.”   

Bookkeeping by Bev proprietor Bev Warner is gearing up for her busi-
est season. Income tax returns must be filed by April 30.  
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The Sunderland Maple 
Syrup Festival is being 
planned for April 1 and 2, 
2006. Events include a pan-
cake eating contest, bed races 
and of course, various maple 
syrup making activities and 
much more. For further infor-
mation contact Grace Mitchell 
at (705) 357-1633.  
 

Pefferlaw Mosquito Control 
Town Hall Meeting on Tues-
day, April 4, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Lions Hall sponsored by 
the Town of Georgina.  
 

The Pefferlaw Lions Club is 
hosting a 50th Anniversary 
Dinner Theatre and Dance 
on Saturday, April 22, 2006 at 
the Pefferlaw Lions Commu-
nity Centre. Tickets are $ 45 
each. Contact John Dallimore 
at (705) 437-1270 or Bodley’s 
at (705) 437-2000. .  
 

On Friday, April 21, 2006, the 
Wilfrid United Church will 
be hosting their 6th Annual 
Variety Night.  The evening 
features local talent including 
singers, story tellers, guitarists 
and fiddle players. After the 
performances, the UCW will 
provide refreshments and all 
proceeds will go toward the 
Church Mission and Services 
Fund.  
 

The Wilfrid United Church 
will be conducting Sunday 
morning services at the 
Wilfrid Community Hall at 

10:00 a.m. Everyone is wel-
come.  
 

If you want a giggle and a 
laugh be sure not to miss the 
Yuk Yuks Show at the Udora 
Hall on Friday, March 31. The 
show starts at 8:30 and the 
doors will be open at 7:30 
p.m. A dance and caricature 
artist will follow. Buffet and 
Cash Bar. Tickets are $25 in 
advance or $30 at the door. All 
proceeds will go to the Udora 
Play School. For more infor-
mation call (705) 437-4504.  
 
The next meeting of The 
Georgina Brock Garden on 
April 10 will feature Sharon 
Bognar who will discuss Moss 
Garden Project with members.  
The evening will be held at the 
Wilfrid Hall and begins at 
8:00 p.m. Please contact Doro-
thy Shier at (705) 437-1358 
for further details.  
 

The Downtown Sutton Mer-
chants Association is holding 
a Free Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 15 from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. at the Sutton 
Country Depot by the bridge 
on High Street. Children are 
also invited to  pick up an 
Easter Coloring Contest 
picture at the Georgina Art 
Centre & Gallery. The Gallery 
is also inviting children to 
participate in their Free Egg 
Painting activities on April 
15.   
 

 Coming Events 

FOR SALE 

Bus For Sale 
Used school bus for sale. Perfect for roadside chip truck and 
other possibilities. Asking $1,499. Contact David Wells, (647) 
206-8453.  

Portable Bar 
Glass-top portable bar with two armchair bar stools. All in ex-
cellent condition. Asking $450.00. Call (905) 473-5039.  

HELP WANTED 

Child Care Giver 
Riverview Child Care is seeking an experienced and reliable 
child care giver for child care centre in Udora. Contact Julie 
Berche at (705) 228-1120 for details.  


