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Fourteen rail cars carrying copper concentrate derail in village of Pefferlaw

An 85-car southbound CN freight train
travelling from Winnipeg to Toronto derailed at the Pefferlaw Road crossing in the
village of Pefferlaw at approximately 3:00
am on Sunday, March 5. According to CN
reports there were no injuries and the 14
rail cars involved “were not carrying dangerous chemicals”.
Ron Jenkins, Fire Chief for Georgina, said
the tracks were heavily damaged and cleanup “will take a long, long time.” All rail
cars involved, which were reportedly carrying copper concentrate, were contained on
CN property. The train was also transporting propane, diesel and wood products but
those cars were not involved in the derailment, Chief Jenkins said.
A CN spokesperson, Drew Redden, confirmed that some of the copper concentrate

material had spilled from two rail cars but
“it is a non-dangerous material” he said.
Accuworx, environmental clean-up specialists, were on site removing the spilled material from the immediate derailment site and
it is being contained and awaiting final disposal or recycling, a CN spokesman said.
“There is no environmental or public safety
hazard,” he said.
According to a chemical data sheet, copper
concentrate is a feedstock to copper smelters and can pose a risk to human health
with long exposure if inhaled or if it is ingested. It is insoluble in water.
The cause of the derailment is still under
investigation and residents living close by
said, while they are relieved there were no
injuries and no dangerous chemicals aboard
this time, the accident clearly demonstrates

what could happen.
“Maybe now they will move that propane
tank,” said one resident who has long felt a
propane tank located within a few feet of
the tracks poses a serious risk to residents
in the event of a rail disaster.
In the wake of the derailment, Pefferlaw
resident Donna Ingram addressed the issue
of the propane tank in an email to CN.
“I hope that CN immediately addresses the
residents of the town with their plans for
improving safety and security of residents
in a proactive manner before the next serious freight disaster.”
Clean-up and repair crews worked through
the night and CN began moving train traffic
the next morning. CN says crews will remain on site throughout the week to remove
the rail cars and finish other track repairs.
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We were lucky this time...
Everyone said it could happen...it
was just a matter of when.
This is the second time in my
lifetime I’ve witnessed a railway
accident in Pefferlaw. Fortunately
this one did not result in the loss
of two lives as the first one did
on March 19, 1968.
For those of us who live in Pefferlaw, we live with the risk of
another rail disaster everyday.
The best we can hope for is that
CN is willing to reduce that risk
to a minimum. We all know it
can never be reduced to zero but
there are some things this mega
conglomerate should be able to
do to allow us to breathe a little
easier.
First, they can get rid of that propane tank that is sitting just a few
feet away from the tracks. It is
there to heat the switches for the
tracks to ensure they don’t freeze,
but I’m sure with today’s technology, there is a safer way—
natural gas maybe.
Pefferlaw was lucky this time.
The chances that the 14 derailed
cars could have been carrying
crude oil or some other hazardous
material were huge. Some of the
cars on that train were carrying
propane and diesel products, and
the fact that the 14 cars weren’t,
could be classed as a miracle.
Let’s not forget that the tracks in
Pefferlaw are only a few metres
away from a built up commercial
and residential area and they also
cross the Pefferlaw River on a
trestle less than a kilometre away
from town. Somewhat of a perfect storm scenario, wouldn’t you
say?
While the actual cause of the
recent derailment is still under
investigation—some are theorizing ice build up on the tracks or a
faulty rail—residents are clearly
concerned about the “next time”
and the speeds some trains travel
through town.
The regulated speed of a train
travelling through a populated
area is supposed to be 64 km per
hour (40 miles per hour) as per a
Transport Canada directive.
But I don’t think I would be the
only one to suggest that some of
the trains running through Pefferlaw appear to be travelling above
that limit.
Certainly CN’s modus operandi
is to make money. And the fact

that they got the tracks cleared of
the debris and were able to repair
the tracks within one day so train
transport could resume is a testament to where their priorities lie.
CN really needs to look at its
community outreach policies.
The guy they sent out to manage
community relations the day of
the derailment admitted he didn’t
know anything about copper concentrates outside of the fact that it
was “non-dangerous”. Although a
simple Google search brings that
statement into question, I don’t
believe the spill posed a human
health or environmental risk since
it was contained and cleaned up
rather quickly. But the promises
to get me the information I
needed to share with my readers
never transpired. I’m still chasing
them.
Ultimately CN needs to do a better job of communicating with
the public. After all, it is our
health, our homes and our community and we deserve transparency and honesty so we can
evaluate the true safety risk and
decide whether or not we are
willing to take it. Karen Wolfe.
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What is going on in Jackson’s Point?

It’s photos like this one that
give rise to rumours in a small
town.
In the wake of the news that
Bonnie Boats has been sold to
MSR Holdings, a Toronto-based
investment firm, local residents
were shocked to see soil samples being taken from the
neighbouring town property
known as Bonnie Park.
Several concerned users of the
park were convinced the town
had sold a portion of the park in
aid of the rumoured condo development of Bonnie Boats.
Marie Walker said she spoke to
the operator who was drilling
the holes and was told “the soil
samples were for the condo development” that was being built
there.
But, according to Georgina’s
Director of Planning Harold
Lenters, the park has not been
sold and the contractor who was
drilling the test holes in the park
was unauthorized to do so.

Although that comment was a
relief to many, it still left a number of questions unanswered.
A petition is circulating in Jackson’s Point asking residents to
“Save Our Boat Ramp”. The
ramp, which has serviced the
community for years, is one
some believe will disappear
once the area is developed.
Mr. Lenters confirmed the boat
ramp is part of the Bonnie Boats
property and residents were
permitted to use it over the years
through an agreement between
the town and the former owners.
He said the town is hoping to
negotiate a similar agreement
with the new owners for the
upcoming summer season.
In a statement to the Georgina
Post from MSR Holdings President and COO, Mr. Sunny
Matharoo, he said the company
is still evaluating its options
and no final decisions have been
made with respect to future
Continued on page 9...
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Town hosts second public meeting to
come up with leisure vehicle by-law

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com

Dozens of Georgina residents
attended a public meeting at the
ROC on Monday, February 27
to get a second look at a proposed by-law that would tell
them if they can park their recreational vehicles in their driveways and/or their side yards.
Council was asked last year to
revise a 40-year old by-law that
prohibited the storage of recreational vehicles in side lots and
front yard driveways. The current by-law only permits leisure
vehicle parking in backyards.
Residents have voiced the opinion that since Georgina is considered a “recreational mecca”
residents should be allowed to
take advantage of the Town’s
“Where We Live and Play!”
slogan by keeping their boats,
RVs, snowmobiles etc. at
home.
But the road to finding a solution hasn’t been an easy one.
Staff and Mike Smith, a consultant who has been hired to
research the issue, want a bylaw that strikes a balance be-

tween parking leisure vehicles
in the driveway and ensuring
that safety and the aesthetics of
a neighbourhood remain a priority.
Everyone readily admits the
proposed by-law will not help
residents who are living in
modern subdivisions since the
restrictions could gobble up as
much as 42 feet (13m) of setback—the distance from the
edge of the roadway up the
driveway—before a leisure
vehicle can safely be parked.
This setback, together with
height and length restrictions,
are in place to ensure the line-of
-sight is not obstructed by a
parked leisure vehicle.
But for residents with driveways long enough to accommodate: 1) a leisure vehicle within
the required length and height;
2) a minimum of three required
spaces for private motor vehicles; and 3) the mandated 26 to
42 feet of buffer space from the
edge of the roadway, Mr. Smith
Continued on page 5...
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Leisure vehicle parking
Continued from page 4.
presented options based upon
various lot sizes.
The proposed by-law speaks to
three categories of parking:
permanent, seasonal and temporary.
For those residents with lots
greater than 270 sq. m. (which
equals something around 30 ft.
by 100 ft.), permanent storage
will be available to them provided the length of their driveways can accommodate the
proposed restrictions. (See
chart at bottom of page 4.)
For those where permanent
storage is not an option, Mr.
Smith is recommending seasonal storage where the set
backs are reduced to the lot
line, the required number of
motor vehicle parking spaces is
reduced from three spaces to
two and the height and length
of the leisure vehicle must be
smaller—less than three metres.

This category will allow snowmobiles or similar winter vehicles to be stored from November 1 to March 31. Seasonal
summer storage will allow
smaller leisure vehicles to be
stored from April 1 to October
31.
The third category, temporary
parking, has been included to
permit owners who cannot
legally take advantage of the
permanent and seasonal parking. This category will permit
residents to bring their leisure
vehicles home and park them,
within their lot line for five
days prior to the Victoria Day
weekend in May and five days
following the Thanksgiving
weekend in October.
Feedback from the audience
suggested a number of changes
should be made to the proposed by-law and staff is reviewing those comments and
will bring back another version
for a third public meeting.
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All you wanted to know about maple syrup
Starting this month, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) is offering
two family-oriented programs
that feature an authentic maple
syrup experience. Enjoy the
outdoors while learning how to
identify and tap maple trees,
and then boil down the sap
into authentic maple syrup.
“Maple syrup has a long tradition in Canadian culture. Canada produces 71% of the
world’s pure maple syrup,
with only 3 of the 13 maple
tree species being used for
syrup production,” says Nicole
Hamley, manager of education
at LSRCA. “In our programs,
participants learn how maple
syrup is produced – it’s a timehonoured tradition that has
remained largely the same
even in our culture of constant
change.”
Both maple syrup programs
are held at Scanlon Creek

Conservation Area in the
Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury:
• Spring into Scanlon is a
three-day
March Break Day Camp from
March 14
- 16, for kids aged 6 – 12. On
day one of camp, our experienced educators will share
their knowledge of the techniques of early settlers to identify and tap maple trees, collect sap and help boil it down
into delicious maple syrup. On
the other two days, the kids
will take part in fire and shelter building, orienteering and
nature photography.
• Tap Into Spring is offered
to people of all ages on select
Saturdays and Sundays in
March and April.
Registration for both programs
is available online at
LSRCA.on.ca.

Tennyson Tidbits
For the month of April Pet
Valu in Keswick and Sutton
will be selling PAWs to raise
money for local animal shelters and animal rescue. In
seven years these two stores
have raised $15,000 and
owners Barry and Sheri Dell
have matched those donations for Golden Retriever
Rescue. Congrats to all!

Paul Rothfels, 71, of Pefferlaw passed away on February
9 after collapsing from a
heart attack at his home. Our
condolences go out to Paul’s
wife, Margaret and their children and families.

We also want to send our
deep regrets to the family and
friends of Kaja Pedersen, 71,
who passed away on FebruWe send out special birthday ary 22 at her home in Peffergreetings to Blair Gillies who law.
turned 84 on March 7. Hope
The town of Pefferlaw is also
you had a wonderful day! .
mourning the loss of John
Ross “Pat” Burgess who
Happy Birthday wishes go
passed away at Cedarvale
out to Cameron Verdoold
Lodge on Thursday, March 2
who turns seven on March
at the age of 85. Mr. Burgess
20. Hope you have a great
served 32 years with the Pefday, Cameron!
ferlaw volunteer firefighters,
We want to send our sincere four of those years as District
condolences out to the fami- Chief. We send our sincere
lies and friends of neighbours condolences to Pat’s family
who have passed away reand friends.
cently.
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School Board will listen to Georgina residents
With differing opinions on how to fill the
York Region School Board trustee position left vacant when long-time member
Nancy Elgie stepped down last month, the
board has decided to leave the decision up
to Georgina residents.
Board Chair Loralea Carruthers said trustees will host a community consultation
session sometime after the March break to
find out if residents would prefer an appointment or a by-election to fill the seat.
“We basically have two options,” Ms.
Carruthers said, “an appointment or a byelection and there are pluses and minuses
with both.”
She said the town of Georgina will charge
the Board approximately $296,000 to hold
a by-election.
“With a by-election the person would not
be in place until the end of June which
means they wouldn’t start until September
and we have an election the following
year,” Ms. Carruthers said.
“But with the appointment we want to
make sure we are respecting the voice of
Georgina and what Georgina wants. If a
room full of people tell us they want a byelection, then it makes it that much easier
to spend that kind of money,” she said.

The cost of appointing someone to the
position could range anywhere from zero
to $60,000 depending on whether or a
consultant is used in the appointment scenario, she said.
With the decision to move forward with a
community consultation session, Ms. Carruthers said the board wanted a format to
allow back and forth dialogue between the
board and residents which ruled out an online poll.
This format is not something the board has
done in the past because it has always
made appointments to fill vacancies, she
said. “But we are hearing from people that
things are a little bit different now and we
are hearing we should consult more so that
is what we are doing.”
She said there is an urgency to finding out
which of the options Georgina residents
favour and she expects an announcement
on the date and venue for the public consultation session will be made early next
week.
“It is really important that we move
quickly. The one thing we have heard
from people is that they want this to happen quickly.”

culesm
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Last Issue: running, fun, hiking
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Community mourns popular TV host
and Georgina champion

Paul Nicholls, 59, the wellknown host of the Rogers TV
Georgina program Politically
Speaking passed away on
Thursday, February 23 while
on vacation in the Dominican
Republic.
The sad news spread quickly
throughout the community and
tributes to him for his long list
of involvements in Georgina
came pouring in across social
media sites and then again during a one-hour special Rogers
television broadcast on Monday, February 27.
Mr. Nicholls’ political involvement in Georgina began in
1994 when he was elected to
council representing constituents in Ward 7 (now Ward 5).
He was a member and tireless
volunteer for many Georgina
charities. He not only sat as a
board and committee member
for several organizations but he
became the chairman for the
Georgina Library Board, Rixon
Manor and Georgina Toastmasters. He volunteered for
Georgina Cares, South Lake
Community Futures, the Great

Canadian Ice Fishing Tournament, the Great Groan Up
Spelling Bee and many more
community endeavours.
Hosted by former mayor Rob
Grossi, the Rogers TV Politically Speaking special on February 27 was a celebration of
Mr. Nicholls’ life and a tribute
that was attended by both family members, colleagues and
friends.
The town of Georgina paid
tribute to Mr. Nicholls by lowering the flag in his honour.
When Mr. Nicholls wasn’t
volunteering his time in the
community, he enjoyed acting,
cooking and spending time
with his family.
Many of Mr. Nicholls’ friends,
family, colleagues and former
colleagues attended a visitation
and a Celebration of Life service that was held at the M. W.
Becker Funeral Home in Keswick on Tuesday, March 7.
Donations in his memory can
be made to the Heart and
Stroke Foundation or to the
Georgina Cares Fund.
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Council approves Pefferlaw Ice Pad roof design incorporating new picnic shelter

The design for the new Pefferlaw Ice Pad
roof, scheduled to begin construction in
August after the PAR picnic, will also include a new picnic shelter.
According to the Georgina Director of Recreation and Culture Robin McDougall, the
original concept for the ice pad roof was
intended to be integrated with the roof of
the existing picnic shelter. However, building codes will not allow two structures with
differing construction materials to be integrated, she said.
The existing picnic shelter was built and
paid for by the Pefferlaw and District Lions
Club in 1992 and is of wood construction.
The new ice pad roof will be metal.

Council approved the design for the new ice
pad roof at their March 1 council meeting
and discussed the future of the existing picnic shelter. In her recommendation to council, Ms. McDougall suggested the shelter be
classed as “surplus” and “disposed of”.
However, several ideas to repurpose the
structure were tabled including tearing it
down, re-locating it on-site, rebuilding it on
another town site or selling it in whole or in
part.
Council instructed Ms. McDougall to explore those opportunities and return with a
report.
Although the Lions Club owned the existing shelter when it was built 25 years ago,

they donated it to the town a few years
later. Ms. McDougall said the cost to disassemble the shelter is estimated to be
$18,000—which is not included in the
scope of the project—and the idea of moving it to another location on site could be
approximately $60,000.00.
The Pefferlaw Lions Club will be meeting
to summarize their proposal for the future
of the current picnic shelter.
The budget for the project is $786,000 and
Georgina received a Canada 150 grant for
$315,000 to help with the construction
costs. The roof is expected to be completed
in November prior to the 2017 winter opening of the ice pad.

Jackson’s Point—Bonnie Boats and Bonnie Park
going initiative for the Board and for our
Continued from page 3.
members.”
plans for the former Bonnie Boats propWhile no one is really sure how and when
erty.
“All I would say is that any decisions will
support the approved secondary plan
which is on the Town's website,” he said.
The Sutton/Jackson’s Point Secondary
Plan identifies Bonnie Boats, Bonnie Park
and the new Ramada hotel property as a
‘Redevelopment Opportunity Area’.
In 2014, Georgina council approved the
construction of a 9,000 sq. ft. marine unit
for York Regional Police to be built on
Bonnie Park. With office space and three
enclosed slips, the project was supposed to
be completed by April 2015.
However, according to a spokesperson for
York Regional Police, the project did not
come into fruition because of a change in
scope.
“YRP continues to look at viable opportunities for a marine facility to continue to
support our provincial requirements to
police the waterways under our jurisdiction,” the spokesperson said. “It is an on-

the changes will take place, Mr. Lenters
said a report will be tabled at council later
this month.
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PAR serves up fabulous social event
Congratulations to
Garry and Fronie Harpley and the rest of the
Pefferlaw Association
of Ratepayers volunteers for the wonderful
community spaghetti
dinner at the Lions hall
on Saturday, March 4.
All proceeds will support the Pefferlaw Picnic this coming summer.
Photos: (Top: Left to
Right) Rick Newberry
was the lucky winner
of the 50/50 draw and
picked up $220.00
from Ken Hackenbrook, Ward 5 Councillor Dave Harding
and Lorraine Hackenbrook.
(Centre) Approximately 175 people
attended the event and
were served up a meal
of spaghetti, meat
balls, salad, garlic
toast and dessert.
(Bottom: Left to Right)
MPP Julia Munro and
her husband John are
served generous portions by Dave Harding.
Members of the Georgina Fire Department turned out en
masse to deliver cheques to two separate charities—the
South Lake Regional Cancer Centre for $1,292.27 from
pink shirt sales (top photo) and $4,263.90 to the Make a
Wish Foundation (bottom photo) from hockey ticket sales.

(Left to Right) Pefferlaw residents Jane Clyde, Dave
Clyde, Albert Henderson and Ron Scott stopped by the
Udora Hall on Friday, February 24 for the monthly spaghetti dinner hosted by the Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club.

It was a cold and frosty day for participants exhibiting their sleds at
the Keswick Vintage/Classic Snowmobile Show at Orchard Beach on
Saturday, March 4. But organizer Greg Fleming was delighted with
the success of the show and the snow that fell overnight.
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Town employee retires after 30 years
A familiar face at the Sutton pool
for years, aquatic receptionist
Donna Callfas has decided to retire
from the town after 30 years on the
job.
Donna has held a number of positions throughout her career including working in the treasury department and administrative services.
She says her retirement plans defi-

nitely including taking long rides
with her motorcycle friends.
Photo: (left to right) Mayor Margaret Quirk, Donna Callfas, Robin
McDougall, Director of Recreation
and Culture and Jodie Pridham,
Registration and Booking Supervisor, pose with Donna during a retirement send-off at the town offices on February 28.

Perchin’ for MS tournament raises $20,000 for MS research
Although the ice fishing portion of the Annual Perchin’
for MS tournament was cancelled for the second year in a
row, 400 participants were on
hand in hopes of collecting
some of the $35,000 in cash
and prizes being given away.
Winners for the Jack Link’s
Beef Jerky Jackpot Awards
were: Alan and Sydney Blake
(1st prize—$1,600); Colin
and Jim Town (2nd prize—
$1,200); Scott MacPherson
and Colbie Anderson (3rd
prize—$1,100); Coady Grant
and Bryan Kelly (4th prize—
$1,000).
Photos: Top Left—Dave
Clyde and Will Berlenbach
each won a fish finder. Top
Right—Fishing Hall of Famer
Wil Wegman with MNR perch
mascot. Bottom Left—a cheering crowd for the minnow
races. Bottom Right—Mayor
Margaret Quirk with tournament organizer Doug Poirier.
Another great job, Doug!
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Coming Events & Announcements

ATTEND THE WARD 1 BYELECTION DEBATE AT THE
STEPHEN LEACOCK CENTRE
AT 7:00 PM TONIGHT,
MARCH 10. HEAR ALL 10
CANDIDATES AS THEY FIELD
QUESTIONS FROM THE
ROGERS TV MODERATOR
AND FROM THE PUBLIC.
Please bring a food donation for the Food Pantry.
Check out the performance by Robert
Kortgaard and Brett Polegato at the Georgina Arts Centre on Sun. Mar. 12 at 2:00
pm.
March Break at your Library: Movies:
Sing on Sat. Mar. 11 and Moana on Sat.
Mar. 18 at the Keswick Library; Repitilia
Stage Show on Tus. Mar. 14 from 6:30 to
7:30 pm in Keswick; LEGO Friends
Clubhouse Grand Opening and LEGO
Competition on Wed. Mar. 15 from 6:00
to 8:00 pm at the Sutton Library; St. Patrick’s Day Party on Fri. Mar. 17 from
10:30 to 11:15 am at the Pefferlaw Library. Wear something green and make

ciety General Meeting on Tues. Mar. 21
at 7:00 pm at the York Regional Police
building. Bob Holden will discuss his research of steam boats on Lake Simcoe.

green crafts.

The Georgina Brock Garden Club invites
you to their meeting at the Wilfrid Hall on
March 13 at 7:30 pm for a discussion on
Local Organic Produce by Paolo Lavelle. The main gallery at the Georgina Arts
Centre is featuring “The Art & Animation of Lake Ouentironk” by David
Club 55 in Keswick invites you to a St.
Donar. A closing reception of the work
Patrick’s Dinner & Dance on Fri. Mar.
will be held on March 26 from 1:00 to 3:00
17. Catered dinner at 7:00. Disc jockey,
pm.
door and spot prizes. $15 for members,
$20 for non members.
The deadline to sign up for the Curl for
Care Bonspiel hosted by Hospice GeorPut on the “green” and get on over to the
gina is March 20. The 2nd Annual event
Wilfrid Hall for Irish Night on Sat. Mar.
will be held on Sat. Mar. 25. Contact Lau18 from 7:00pm to 1:00am. Irish food,
Irish music. Tickets $12 adults, school kids rie at (905) 722-9333 for details.
free.
The April 10 meeting of the Georgina
You are invited to a two-day guided retreat Brock Garden Club will be a Dessert
Meeting and Open House beginning at
entitled “Finding God in All Things” at
Loretto Maryholme Spirituality Centre 6:30 pm at the Wilfrid Hall. Martin Galloway will discuss “Your Garden Wakes Up
in Roches Point on Fri. March 17 to Sun.
March 19. Call (905) 476-4013 for details. for Spring.”
If you love decorating, share ideas and
even make some in the Cool Décor Ideas
Workshop at the Link on Sun. Mar. 19
from noon to 2:00 pm. $25. Call (905)
722-8507 for details.
Don’t forget the Georgina Historical So-
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If you love to sing, then this event is for
you! The Voices of Georgina in partnership with the Town of Georgina are hosting another Sing! Sing! And Sing Some
More! event on Sat. April 29 at the Link in
Sutton. For more information on how you
can register, call Susan Stewart at (905)
716-2565.

