March 10, 2015
Volume 11, Issue 5

Approved budget will increase taxes by 3.99 per cent
Georgina council approved a 2015 budget
that will increase property taxes by $141
for a home worth $295,100.00.
The 3.99 per cent increase will help support $50 million in expenditures—$36.7
million for operating costs and $13.6 million in capital.
“This budget focuses on building and sustaining a complete community not just for
today, but for future generations,” said
Mayor Margaret Quirk. “We really focused on the ‘must dos’ and what had to be
done now and I am confident that we have
accomplished that.”
Sources of funding include property taxes
of $34.5 million (69%), revenues of $9.9
million (20%), gas tax reserves of $3.8
million (7%), discretionary reserves of
$1.2 million (2%) and prior year taxes of
$798,740 (2%).
Georgina has no external debt commitments although by the end of 2015 it will
have borrowed over $5 million from its
own discretionary reserve fund for purchases and investments such as The Link
and the Sedore property. It is anticipated
annual payments of $717,181will be required from property taxes going forward
to repay this borrowed amount. (Taxes
increase one per cent for every $326,000
added to the net tax levy.)
In addition, the Town will tuck away $5.7

Going forward, Georgina property taxes will be used to pay down internal borrowings
of more than $5 million at a rate of $717,181 annually.
million into reserves for future projects.
During the budget negotiations council
discussed spending $5 million over the
next 10 years to address the impact of the
emerald ash borer on Town-owned ash
trees. A recent audit of the situation suggests of the 16,919 town-owned trees,
3,202 are ash. The 2015 budget includes
$250,000 for the ash program and the total

cost to remove and replace one tree is
$1,500.00.
In 2014 $307,000 was committed to build
a sidewalk on Station Rd. in Pefferlaw.
However that project has been deferred
until more public consultation of affected
homeowners can be conducted.
Udora’s bid to have that community
Continued on page 7...
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We are on a “need to know” basis and we need to know
In my last issue I wrote a short
piece about the Gogama train derailment on February 14 and the
impact it had on train traffic
through Pefferlaw. (There was a
second derailment near Gogama
again on Saturday, March 7). I
received enough feedback on that
piece to tell me that there is a lot
of concern out there around rail
safety and the increasing trend to
ship more crude oil by rail.
The Canadian Transportation
Safety Board says crude oil shipments by rail have gone from 500
cars in 2009 to 160,000 by 2013—
with every expectation that this
will increase exponentially. The
explanation for the reason behind
the growth is the explanation that
pipelines are at capacity and, until
new ones are built, rail is the preferred alternative for crude oil and
other flammable liquids.
The CN track through Pefferlaw is
a main line out of Toronto and is
used to carry goods and passengers
to destinations as far west as Vancouver. A spokesperson for CN
told me 18 freight trains will pass
through town on a daily basis and
Pefferlaw residents are well aware
that it has a siding that is used to
permit north and south bound
trains to meet and pass.
CN owns the tracks but the
spokesperson “declined” to say
what the cars on the trains are
carrying. I find that statement
quite incredible for a number of
reasons.
If the Lac-Mègantic tragedy in
2013 has taught us anything, it is
that towns like Pefferlaw are vulnerable and should have an emergency response plan in the event
of a rail accident. And accidents
in Pefferlaw have happened. I still
have the video my father shot in
1965 when two freight trains collided at the Pefferlaw Road crossing killing an engineer and a conductor.
First responders like the Georgina
Fire Department do have an emergency response plan and Fire
Chief Steve Richardson tells me
that crews are trained for just such
an eventuality. But I don’t think
that goes far enough. Shouldn’t an
emergency response plan be
shared with residents as well?
Shouldn’t I know what to expect?
My husband told me I should run

and, if he is ahead of me, I should
run faster. Sound advice to be sure
but where do I run to? How do
residents in the Woodland subdivision evacuate if both crossings are
affected by a crude oil derailment
that has ignited? We would be
boxed in by the river with no avenue for escape.
I would like to see the Town organize a TRANCAER community
outreach session. It is a Transportation Community Awareness and
Emergency Response initiative
sponsored by the Railway Association of Canada. It is designed to
work with municipalities, first
responders and residents in communities along transportation
routes to make sure they are informed about the products being
moved through their area and are
prepared to respond to potential
incidents involving dangerous
goods. It is time to share what they
know with the rest of us.
And please don’t invite anyone
who “declines” to answer our
questions.

Karen Wolfe, Editor
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One fill issue resolved, the other pending
The Town of Georgina has won
a battle but the status of the site
alteration war on Smith Blvd. in
Baldwin is yet to be determined.
Two separate matters are at the
heart of the dispute.
In the first, Mr. Marvin Blanchard has failed to convince the
court that he should be allowed
to import fill onto a former aggregate pit to rehabilitate it.
And, the Town of Georgina was
successful in obtaining a permanent injunction to make sure
their ban on the importation of
fill is observed.
Mr. Blanchard began importing
fill onto the 144-acre property
on Smith Blvd. last summer
when he received a directive
from the Ministry of the Environment to rehabilitate a former
gravel pit. The Town put a stop
to the fill operation due to a bylaw that bans fill alteration activities. As a result, the matter
went to court on January 7,
2015.
According to Mr. Blanchard he
could not adhere to the rehabilitation order without importing
fill to restore the land to its former use and condition.
However, on February 12 the
court ruled that Mr. Blanchard
had to rehabilitate the site following the directions outlined in
a previously approved site
plan—a plan which stated onsite material, removed and
stored when the pit was in operation, be used for rehabilitation purposes.
Mr. Blanchard’s solicitor has
said that his client will appeal

the decision.
A second matter before the court
is a motion by Mr. Blanchard to
direct the Town to make a decision on a site alteration application that has been before them
for over a year.
On April 9, 2014 Town staff
recommended the approval of
Mr. Blanchard’s site alteration
application based on the fact
that it had met the provisions set
out in the Town’s site alteration
by-law. However, strong opposition from neighbouring property owners demanded council
deny the application and the
matter was deferred.
The application requested approval to truck over 300,000
cubic metres of fill onto 42.6
acres (17.2 hectares) of property
known as Baldwin 33.
On March 3, 2015 the court
ordered the Town to make a
decision on the application on or
before April 24, 2015.
Mr. Cuevro-Lorens, a solicitor
acting on behalf of Mr. Blanchard, said, “There will be a hearing date on May 4th in case the
Town doesn’t make a decision
or denies the permit.”
According to an earlier statement by Georgina’s CAO Winanne Grant, the Town’s ban on
fill operations was a by-law
passed after the Blanchard site
alteration application was submitted and does not apply. Mr.
Cuevro-Lorens agrees. “They
cannot change the rules in midflight in respect of applications
that were submitted in full under
the then existing regime.”

 Life Insurance
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Council agrees to involve lots of record owners
in development charges by-law discussions
The Town of Georgina’s 2011
Development Charges by-law
will expire on July 18, 2016.
As a result, the Town will begin developing a new Development Charges Background
Study to provide recommendations on how council can recover growth-related capital
costs from new development.
But unlike 2011, the rationale
will include discussions with
lots of record owners.
Mr. Tim Danbrook appeared
before council on March 4 and
succeeded in his request to
have council pass a resolution
that requires staff to work with
a committee of lots of record
owners to identify issues.
Previously, a court action
launched by Mr. Danbrook
against the Town found that his
right to be heard during the
passing of the 2011 development charges by-law, was denied.
“The committee has some con-

cerns about a number of items
in relation to lots of record that
have never been reviewed and
believe that they should have
been,” Mr. Danbrook says.
Lots of record are individual,
private vacant lots upon which
owners have historically paid
taxes. Prior to 2011, lots of
record were exempt from development charges—the rational being the owners had
paid taxes with no demand for
services.
The current by-law gives legislative authority to the Town to
collect $7,926 in levies from
developers and lots of record
owners when applying for a
building permit. The charges
represented an 87 % increase.
“We are simply saying that we
have a number of concerns that
have never been addressed
regarding lots of record and
that it would be prudent to do
so at this time,” said Mr. Danbrook.

York Region budget approves Old
Homestead Rd. rehabilitation
The $2.7 billion 2015 York
Region budget includes money
to rehabilitate Old Homestead
Rd.
According to Georgina’s Regional Councillor Dan Wheeler,
the 19 km stretch of road from
Warden Ave. to Station Rd. in
Pefferlaw will undergo a major
reconstruction this year. The
engineering details for the project will be presented to Georgina council members on
March 25 by members of York
Region’s transportation team.
The York Region budget will
provide $329 million to York
Regional Police who will add
33 officers and 13 civilian staff
members to their team. A $40
million training facility will be
built in East Gwillimbury.
Capital spending of $826 million will include $408 million
for the Toronto-York Spadina

subway extension, bus rapid
transit facilities ($79 million);
York Durham Sewage System
($67 million) construction and
connection to Queensville, Holland Landing and Sharon.
York Region currently has $1.7
billion in reserves with plans to
create a reserve fund of $4.2
billion within the next 10 years.
“We have set aside savings or
reserves to pay for the future
cost of repairs and replacement
of the Region’s infrastructure,”
said Town of Richmond Hill
Mayor David Barrow, Chair of
the Region’s Finance and Administration. “This is a responsible approach that ensures the
Region will continue on a path
of financial sustainability.”
Total expenditures in 2015 represent a 2.97 per cent increase
over 2014.
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P.A.R. pulls out all stops for charity spaghetti dinner
The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers
(P.A.R) came within 15 minutes of having to cancel their spaghetti dinner when
a five-hour power outage felt across
Ward 5 on Saturday, February 28 threatened to spoil their plans. But at 4:35 p.m.
the power was restored and PAR members and community volunteers rallied to
welcome close to 400 guests who came
to help raise money in support of the
Annual Pefferlaw Family Picnic.
“It was a great evening and everyone
really enjoyed themselves,” said Pefferlaw resident Wanda O’Neill.
(Photos) (Top Left) MP Peter Van Loan
is served by PAR organizer Garry Harpley. Mr. Van Loan brought his family
out to the event and stayed to help clean
up.
(Bottom Left) K. D. Switzer, 6, takes
time out to throw a few hoops.
(Top Right) Madam Mayor Margaret
Quirk was one of several members of
council attending the event.
(Bottom Right) Peter Brett with PAR
organizer Fronie Harpley. Mr. Brett was
the winner of the 50/50 draw and took
home $345.00.
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Budget designed to support Town’s 2015 business plan, says Treasurer
Continued from page 1.
included in the mosquito control program
was successful with 400 hectares being
added to the 2015 program.
The ROC will cost $1.1 million this year
and includes capital expenditures of
$527,000 and operating costs of
$620,000—these costs will be offset by
projected revenues of $429,000.00.
Capital costs include the installation of
another carpet lift in addition to various
maintenance and repair projects.
The Town has budgeted $2.9 million for
bridge restoration and construction although council discussions around the
proposed Maskinonge River pedestrian
bridge at a cost of $1.8 million resulted in
a decision to continue public consultation
around the issue before moving forward.
The bridge budget also proposed spending
$282,000 to analyze the structural integrity
of the Blue Bridge at Mossington. “This
bridge is at its useful life cycle and may
need to be replaced,” staff advised council.
Council also discussed at great length how
to address the needs of the animal shelter.
Prior to the election, Mayor Quirk lobbied

the previous council for a new animal
shelter and staff has been instructed to
spend $25,000 to conduct a needs assessment study and poll various municipal
partners for their commitment to the shelter moving forward. Currently, Georgina’s
shelter provides services to East Gwillimbury, Newmarket and Whitchurch Stouffville.
The Town is also budgeting $2.2 million
to replace aging vehicles in their fleet—
the largest ticket items being a multipurpose pumper/tanker for the fire department and two new snow plows.
In an effort to eliminate what staff has
described as the “ping-pong” effect,
$300,000 has been budgeted to relocate
various town departments within the Civic
Centre to promote improved logistics,
information flow and efficiency. The redesign will include an improved customer
service area at the entrance of the building
and additional office space for new employees.
Although the money has been budgeted,
council discussed the rationale behind
waiting for the results of a Customer Service Strategy report, a Functional Program

analysis and a Civic Centre site evaluation—three separate 2015 studies that will
cost $155,000 combined—before proceeding with the redesign.
In addition, staff will prepare requests for
proposals to conduct 15 other studies totaling $967,000.00. These include: an unassumed road and sidewalk study; storm
water management plan; low impact development demonstration project; parks
and public works facilities space review; a
library master plan; a library energy audit;
a broadband review and strategy; a long
term financial and fiscal impact of growth
study; development charges background
study; an animal shelter facilities needs
study; a business investment strategy; and
the Mossington Bridge structural review.
In total, Georgina will collect approximately $70 million in property taxes from
nearly 18,000 home owners in 2015. The
Town will keep 47 per cent and send 17
per cent to support the York Region Public
School Board and the York Region Separate School Board. Thirty-six per cent will
go to York Region to help them meet their
$2.7 billion approved 2015 budget.
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New Sutton LCBO store planned
Plans are currently underway to
build a new LCBO store on
Dalton Rd. in Sutton.
The new 8,00 sq. ft. building
will be located at the far southeast side of the Sobey’s parking
lot and is expected to be completed by late 2015 or early
2016.
Genevieve Tomney, a Senior
Communications Consultant
and spokesperson for the
LCBO, said the new store will
offer 5,000 sq. feet of displays,
more than double the selling
area of the current location on
High St. with just 2,100 square
feet.
“The added space will allow
the new Sutton LCBO store to
provide an even greater selection to customers. We want to
keep up with the community
and offer a great selection,”
Ms. Tomney said.
As a result, there will be an
expanded offering of Ontario
VQA wines and an enhanced

vintage section. The building
will also offer a walk-in cold
room where customers can find
a selection of Ontario craft
beer, domestic and imported
brands and ready-to-drink
cocktails and coolers.
“It is our aim to make this a
seamless transition so the new
store will be open before the
old one closes,” Ms. Tomney
said.
A discussion at council recently
focused on the need to move
the cross-walk traffic lights on
Dalton Rd. a little further south
to accommodate increased traffic going into the Sobeys/
LCBO parking lot entrance
once the new store is opened.
The discussion focused on the
cost and who should pay. The
current pedestrian cross-walk
lights were paid for by York
Region. However, the installation of new lights was considered a developer-driven requirement.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Mayor Margaret Quirk gets
down close
and personal
with 11-yearold Swin, a
beagle that is
ready for
adoption at the
Georgina Animal Shelter. Council has agreed to feature
adoptable pets from the shelter on a
monthly basis during council meetings.
We think Swin is voicing his approval for
Ms. Quirk’s bid to build a new animal
shelter.

Congratulations to Rhonda Davis of
Sophisticuts Hair Salon in Sutton. On
March 7 she celebrated her 25th Anniversary in business. Rhonda would like to
thank her family, friends and clients for
making it all possible.

We offer our
sincere condolences to
the friends
and family
of Rodger
LeDuc. Mr.
LeDuc
passed away
suddenly on Sunday, March 1 in his 57th
Just spoke to Hydro One about the Ward 5
year. Loving son of Harry and the late
power outage on Saturday, February 28
which lasted almost five hours. According Shirley LeDuc, loving brother of Raymond, Rhonda McDougall (Ed) and
to a spokesperson there, the protection
equipment on the lines was triggered and Rhona. Loving nephew of Yvonne Herdman, Uncle to Elizabeth (Mike), Randy,
when crews went out to determine the
Robi-Ann (Brian), Tiffany (Justin), Norcause, no cause was found and the hydro
man and Sarah (Darcy) and great uncle to
was restored.
Bekkah, Mikaylah and William. Family
We would like to send a birthday greeting and friends are invited to “A Celebration
out to Cameron Verdoold who will turn
of Life/Memorial Service” at the Wilfrid
five years old on March 20. We hope you Community Hall at 2:00 pm on Saturday,
have a perfect day, Cameron.
March 28, 2015.

Increased staffing resources including: 3 permanent full time
(1 Firefighter, 1 IT Support, 1 Park Planner), 4 part-time, 2 existing
temporary positions that will transition to permanent, with the
remaining positions falling under temporary workers (i.e. forestry
seasonal staff)
The Georgina Animal Shelter will receive new cages, additional animal
care staff and a Business Plan will be developed to address increased
efficiencies and operational enhancements. The Georgina Animal
Shelter also provides service to Newmarket, East Gwillimbury, and
Whitchurch-Stouffville, recovering costs from those municipalities.
Vehicle replacement requests have been deferred and will be
reviewed separately by a Fleet Services Committee.

The Mosquito Control Program has been expanded and will
cover an additional 400 hectares in Udora.
The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Management Program will
continue. To address the extreme effects EAB has had, Ash tree
removal is necessary. Replanting efforts of new trees (not Ash)
will carry on.
Georgina’s 2015 Budgeted Tax Levy supported expenditures are
$50.0M, including $36.7M for Town Operations and Services and
$13.6M for Capital Investment. Funding sources for the $50.0M
are derived in part by revenues generated by user fees, permits
and licences, Federal and Provincial grants, Federal Gas Tax, and
Development Charges, and net draws from the Town’s reserves.
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Georgina votes to support LSRCA
development guidelines

Oriented

Although a little reluctant to
draw attention to the elephant in
the room, council voted to support a motion by Ward 3 Councillor Dave Neeson which supports new environmental guidelines—guidelines that place
another hurdle before the North
Gwillimbury Forest proposed
development.
The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA)
has drafted its new Watershed
Development Guidelines which,
if approved by their board on
April 24, will provide staff with
a set of implementation tools
when evaluating applications
for development, interference
with wetlands and alteration to
shorelines activities.
At the March 4 Town council
meeting, Mr. Neeson’s motion
to support the new LSRCA
draft guidelines received unanimous approval and will be sent

to all LSRCA member municipalities, MP and MPP asking
for their endorsement as well.
The Town’s Director of Building and Planning, Harold
Lenters, supported the new
guidelines saying, “I think they
do a good job of balancing
flexibility with prohibition,” he
said. He went on to say the new
guidelines remove the opportunity to ‘grandfather’ registered
plans of subdivision. “That is
gone out of the new guidelines.”
According to Mr. Neeson, the
new guidelines, if adopted by
the LSRCA board, will put the
LSRCA on the same footing as
neighbouring conservation authorities. He said other conservation authorities have guidelines which prohibit development on provincially significant
wetlands and the new guidelines
would bring the LSRCA into
compliance.
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Federal Liberal candidate for YorkSimcoe Shaun Tanaka hosts a Meet &
Greet at Black River Coffee in Sutton.

Competitors line up to hit the bullseye during the
Royal Canadian Legion District E Dart tournament
held in Sutton last month. Players from 40 branches
competed to claim one of four top spots that would
take them to the provincial competition this month.

Marshall Horton from the Keswick Firefighters Association throws for a
strike at the Big Brothers, Big Sisters Bowl for Kids Sake charity bowling tournament held on February 22. The tournament attracted 16
teams whose entry fees help to support youth programming.
(Left) Employers exhibiting at the jobworks Job Fair at the Ice Palace on
Feb. 25 were not only delighted with the number of prospective candidates
they interviewed, but also with the quality of skills they offered.
Brent Pumple of StileScape Landscaping in Georgina said the fair provided
his company with an opportunity to meet prospective employees whom he
would otherwise never have seen. “It has been a surprise,” he said.
The fair also gave him the opportunity to become more familiar with compensation grants for education and training new employees.
“These grants can cover two-thirds of the cost of training and it gives me
and motivates me, as an employer, to motivate my staff to do more training,”
he said.
The event was the second annual job fair hosted by the Sutton employment
centre located on Dalton Rd.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Next week is March Break and there is a
slew of activities out there for the kids!
Let’s start at your library...Cross Stitching
is on Tues. Mar. 17, 6:30 pm at the Keswick branch. Game Design with Scratch on
Thurs. Mar 19, 1:30 pm at the Sutton
Branch. Messy Art on Thurs. Mar 19, 10:30
am at the Keswick Branch. Parachute Play
on Tues. Mar. 17, 10:30 am at the Sutton
Branch. Stay and Play on Tues. Mar. 17,
10:30 am at the Sutton Branch and PJ Party
and Stuffed Toy Sleepover for Families on
Wed. Mar. 18, 6:30 pm at the Keswick
Branch. The Keswick Branch will also have
a St. Patrick’s Day Family celebration on
Tues. Mar. 17 at 10:30. The Lego Room
Grand Opening is on Mar. 11 at 6:30 pm—
both at the Sutton branch.
Come and join the Georgina Historical Society for a Lake Simcoe Ice Company
‘Bring and Brag’. Bring your stories, artifacts and knowledge or learn about the
company that was once a major economic
force in Georgina. Tues. Mar. 17, 7:00 pm
at the York Regional Police meeting room.

pm. Admission $12. Interactive sing-along.

CLASSIFIED AD

Hey Kids!! Get those creative juices flowing and sign up to enter your own cardboard
toboggan for the ROC’s 3rd Annual Cardboard Toboggan Races on Thurs. March 19.
Check in at 12:30 and the races start at 1:30
pm. All ages welcome and a maximum of
three races to a sled. Call (905) 476-4301
ext. 2354 for more information.

FOR SALE OR SEASONAL RENT
April to October with shed. Fully
furnished, 1 bedroom, 2-bath mobile
home. Green Acres, Pefferlaw. Hwy.
48. Call (905) 476-2399.

Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw will host a
Family Movie and Games Night on Fri.
Mar. 20 at 7:00 pm. The movie is “God’s
Not Dead”.
The Sutton Kinettes want you to check your
closets for lightly used formal wear for their
Prom and Graduation Clothing Sale on Sunday, March 22. To donate contact Ms. Holt
at (289) 231-9855. Cost of outfit and accessories during sale is $25.
Monday, March 23 at 6:00 pm is Music
Bingo Night at Boston Pizza in support of
Hospice Georgina.

There will be an Easter Food Bank Drive at
Virginia United Church will host a continu- Zehrs Market in Keswick on Sat. Mar 28
ous seating for St. Patrick’s Day Irish Stew from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Dinner on Tues. Mar. 17 starting at 5:00

FOR RENT-LEASE
A large one room, first level, studio
apt. c/w kitchen on the main street
of Sunderland. Good shopping,
stores etc. Stove, fridge incl. $678.
hydro is extra. First & last and references. Call (905) 476-2399.
EUGENE’S FIREWOOD
From $170 to $340 a bush cord.
Free local delivery. (905) 7224659.
YOGA CLASSES beginning at the
Udora Hall, Thurs. March 26 at
10am-11am. Classical Yoga and
Breath Work. In-depth Instruction.
Yoga Alliance Certified Teacher,
Cricket-Olivia. Private Yoga Therapy
Sessions also available. Call: 705228-8268 or 647-222-6862 or
email: wildspirit@sympatico.ca

