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Proactive approach needed to attract businesses to Georgina—be quicker, easier, better
Consultants hired to deliver a business
investment attraction strategy told council
the current “reactive approach” to attracting new business needs to give way to a
more “proactive approach”.
While this is one of the major findings of
the study, consultants also said Georgina’s
ability to successfully attract new businesses and help existing businesses grow is
hampered by the lack of suitable industrial
land.
As a result, a recommendation was made
to council to fund additional research to
determine potential options available to
expedite the development of the Keswick
Business Park.
“There is really an inadequate supply of
industrial land for this municipality,” said
Eric McSweeney, one of the consultants
conducting Georgina’s economic development readiness review. “So this is a critical
issue. Businesses need a location to exist
and there is insufficient supply of competitively priced or available land for business
to locate on.”
He went on to say that existing businesses
are finding their ability to expand is severely limited. “When they grow up they
are finding they cannot grow where they
are now because there is no place for them
to go. So, as a result, you are losing and
will continue to lose businesses until this
issue is addressed.”

The consultants also provided council with
a reality check which highlighted some of
the obstacles that need to be considered to
create a favourable business environment
moving forward.
Mr. McSweeney said there is no awareness
outside of Georgina that the community is
a business location. “Ask any broker in
downtown Toronto and they may not even
know where Georgina is,” he said.
In addition, he said “Within the local business community you have a highly inconsistent reputation with respect to whether
or not you are business friendly and
whether or not the municipality is indeed
supportive of businesses expanding locally.”
Council, staff and the community all need
to be “on the same page” and share a commitment to pushing the economic development agenda forward. “You need to do
things better, quicker and easier here,” he
said.
Another reality brought forward was the
economies involved for developers of industrial land. Mr. McSweeney said the rate
of return for investors is lengthy and more
profitable opportunities exist causing industrial land investors to shy away from
developing industrial parks.
“As a result, across Canada municipalities
frequently need to engage in the business
of industrial land development because the

private sector is not meeting that need,” he
said.
The Keswick Business Park has draft plan
approval with certain conditions and Mr.
McSweeney said it is “possible Georgina
will have to make some kind of commitment to expedite the clearance of some of
those draft plan conditions.”
An update of Phase Two of the business
investment strategy was presented by consultant Tom Graham and dealt with the
branding and tools required to take a proactive approach to marketing Georgina as a
business location. These included the development of a marketing video, a sales kit
trade show materials and branding the program with a “ChooseGeorgina.ca” website.
The comments provided by the consultants
at the June 17 council meeting were meant
to provide council with an update on the
findings so far. The results of the $43,000
study will be presented on July 19.
However, to explore options on how to
expedite the development of the Keswick
Business Park, council agreed to spend an
additional $11,000 to pay for additional
research.
Additionally, Harold Lenters, Director of
Planning for the Town of Georgina, said
locating and approving additional industrial lands that are not encumbered by the
Greenbelt Plan could be a “problem deserving of a report in itself”.
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Letters to the Editor
Re: Can’t stop shaking my
head!
I could not agree with your article more, Karen! For council to
put the Link phase 2 and 3 on
hold, a $1.7 million cost yet
move forward to spend on a new
civic centre $44 million and rec
complex $30 million has got our
community priorities backwards.
Economic development—
JOBS—should be our main focus. The LINK addresses many
concerns within the community
not the least of which are—
poverty, aging and hopefully
soon, mental health if we can get
the Region on side. Councillor
Sebo, I agree with trying to find
more funding but don’t hold up
Phase two and three.
Jim McMullan
Just read your editorial Re: “I
can’t help shaking my head”! I
completely agree with your
take...the focus to true development seems to be too less than
sexy for the Town to engage...the Industrial Park as it
was touted when we moved here
in 2004 would open to coincide
with the opening of the 404...and
even though this was delayed to
what..July 2012..which would
logically give the Industrial Park
good breathing room given the
original concept and proposal, I
gaze at that space and see only a
sign for an engineering company
and no announcement of what is
to come. One wonders if it ever
will.
Several years ago at a Town
function they introduced the
Development team...what have
they been doing? Funny how
money could be found to put
infrastructure money into place
for the condominium project in
the Krate’s Marina area that will
take a lot longer to come on line
than the Park had it been started
when discussed and not relegated to a back burner...the old
round tuit?
A chicken and egg thing going
on here? Keswick needs more
employment and yes, the revenue from an industrial tax base.
Someone should ask for an up-

date on the Park and a commitment to the Park before this
other stuff is entertained. And by
the way, isn’t East Gwillimbury
also contemplating a
MURC...duhhh...at this point the
combined area can’t logically
run on an economical basis with
one poaching the other’s citizens
for clients. As you say...let’s get
the eyes back on the ball.
John Ecclestone
In reference
to your
editorial on
May 24
“Litter has
got to go”,
here is a
picture of
some
“garbage”
that washed
up on our shoreline in Keswick
last week—the entire bottom of
an ice hut! Imagine this floating
around in the water, just waiting
for a boater or seadoo rider to
drive into. It was too heavy to
bring in ourselves. Luckily we
have a boat rail system that we
were able to use to haul it in.
Talk about littering! Something
needs to be done about ice fishermen who leave their huts on
the ice. Someone is going to get
killed one day.
Sue Jagminas
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Financial support for pond fountain deferred
It would be located approxiPlans to install a pond water
fountain in the Mill Park Pond mately 30 metres from the
bridge in the centre of Mill
above the dam in Sutton this
summer were dashed last week Park Pond so it is visible to
traffic crossing the bridge, she
when council deferred a request for the Town to cover the said.
Ms. Crate told council the BIA
annual operating costs.
The Chair for the Sutton Busi- members were eager to have
ness Improvement Association the fountain installed prior to
the annual Fes(BIA),
tival on High
Carolyn
event and Duck
Crate, told
Race on July
council the
22, 2017.
organization
Ward 4 counhas the
cillor Frank
money and
Sebo, a longthe necestime fan of the
sary permits
fountain idea,
to install a
was eager to
$10,307
get council’s
pond founsupport for the
tain and she
operating exwas request- BIA pond fountain concept.
penses so the
ing $3,780
fountain could be in place next
in financial support from the
month.
Town on an annual basis to
pay for electricity, installation “If we can’t assure the Sutton
BIA of our ongoing financial
and the removal of the water
support in terms of operating
feature.
costs of this, it is going to fall
“We feel this is a worthwhile
initiative and it has continued flat,” he said.
However, other council memto be our first choice every
bers voted to defer the question
year as a street beautification
of funding annual operating
initiative,” Ms. Crate said.
The fountain, to be paid for by costs until the 2018 budget
discussions when all requests
the BIA, is equipped with a
could be assessed and priorithree horse power pump and
would generate a 19 foot spray tized at once.
covering five feet in diameter. “It is always my recommendaShe said it is capable of pump- tion that budget requests be
ing 150 gallons of water a min- reviewed at budget time,” said
ute and would be lighted in the Town treasurer, Rebecca
Mathewson.
evening hours.
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TENNYSON TIDBITS
Happy Birthday greetings go
out to Andersen O’Neill who
turned 14 on June 17. Cheers,
Andersen!
We also want to send our best
wishes out to Jack Harrison
who celebrated his 87th birthday on June 23. Hope you had
a great day, Jack!
And I hear Bill O’Neill celebrated a biggie this year when
he turned 65 on June 22.
Happy Birthday, Bill!
And, Wendy Schell won’t be
far behind him. Wendy turns
65 on June 30. Wishing you a
wonderful day!

Glenda and Ernie Dyball and
Bernie and Gary Edgecombe
(Elmvale, Ont) are thrilled to
announce the engagement of
their children, Jacquie and
Frankie.
It seems there won’t be a
Georgina Idol competition at
the fair this year. Tammi Roberts at the Town tells me there
weren’t enough contestants
registered for the event so the
auditions set for Sunday, June
25 have been cancelled. Too
bad because this event was a
real crowd pleaser.

We would like to welcome
David Harvie to Georgina. Mr.
Funny enough, there is another Harvie has been hired as the
Director/CEO of the Georgina
65th birthday in the works.
Jack Beaudrow will celebrate Public Library. He has 25
years experience and holds a
his special day on July 8.
WOW! I think there is enough Masters in Library Science. He
here for a huge party! (Time to will step into the role on July
renew your Club 55 member- 31, 2017 following the retirement of Mary Baxter, a 29ships.)
year veteran of our Library.
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LSRCA unveils phosphorus off-set
program at council
Developers in the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority’s (LSRCA) jurisdiction will be asked to pay more
to off-set phosphorus loadings
if they can’t meet “zero import” targets set for Lake Simcoe.
Mike Walters, the Chief Administrative Officer for the
LSRCA said new development and redevelopment projects will be required to ensure that no phosphorus load
will be exported from their
sites.
Using a mathematical formula
established by LSRCA, Mr.
Walters said the storm water
management plans for development/redevelopment projects would be assessed to
determine the cost to “achieve
zero export.”
It is estimated a charge of
$35,000 per kilogram to offset phosphorus loadings above

“zero” would be applied to
the project prior to draft plan
approval.
Mr. Walters said almost 9,000
hectares of land could be developed within the LSRCA
watershed by 2031. In order to
attain the phosphorus loading
targets stipulated in the Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan, the
phosphorus off-setting program will provide “a strong
incentive for innovation in the
design of new urban development projects.”
He asked council on June 21
to submit a letter of support
for a phosphorus off-setting
scheme that could generate as
much as $315 million to help
pay for storm water retrofits
and maintenance on public
lands.
The “zero export policy” is
the basis for achieving a net
reduction in the urban phosphorus load,” he said.
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Simulated training Fire Ops
In an effort to give council and
staff a greater understanding and
appreciation of the day to day
operations of a firefighter, the
Georgina Fire Department
staged a full day of ops for these
“student” participants.
Mayor Quirk, Regional Councillor Davison, Councillors Dave
Neeson, Dan Fellini and Charlene Biggerstaff were joined by
CAO Winanne Grant, Assistant
to the Mayor Tammi Roberts,
Human Resources Director Bev
Moffatt and two members of the
media and were put through
three controlled, first-responder
scenarios. Fully dressed in bunker gear and SCBA (self contained breathing apparatus) the
hands-on scenarios included
extricating a “victim” from a car
accident using the Jaws of Life,

resuscitating a heart attack
“victim” and searching and rescuing a “victim” from a simulated fire in a house filled with
theatrical smoke.
“If you didn’t appreciate the fire
department before you would
after this day,” said Mayor
Quirk. “I am sure during budget
deliberations it will help us
when we consider some of the
materials, tools and training that
they require.”
Regional Councillor Davison
said the weight of the hose as
she dragged it through the
house, became gradually heavier
and ended up weighing a ton. “It
was one of the most exciting
things I’ve done and one of the
most taxing things I’ve done.
Thank you for that experience,”
she said. “I will never forget it.”

(Top Right): Councillor Neeson prepares to enter a simulated
house fire. (Bottom Right) Local reporter Heidi Reidner is assisted by Georgina firefighter Jordan Szakal as she uses the Jaws
of Life to pry open a car door.
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Meet the new Lions and Lioness
Monday night, on June
19, the Pefferlaw Lioness, the Pefferlaw &
District Lions Club
and the Udora/
Leaskdale Lions Club
all elected their new
executives for the
2017/2018 season.
(Photo Right—Back
Row, L to R) New
Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club: Larry Wilkins, Larry Emo, Lloyd Clifton, Bob Horner, Tom Graham, Russ
Burton. (Front Row L to R) Dave Minns, Pat Aprile, Chris Brunne,
Carrie Clifton, Byron Taylor.
(Page 9 Top Left—L to R) Pefferlaw Lions Club: Michael Sibley,
Ted Rennie, Cathy Rennie, Brian Meredith, Cheryl Bahen, Arnie
Hall, Don Philp, John Van Koot.
(Page 9 Bottom Left—L to R) Pefferlaw Lioness: Lorraine Graham,
Anne Guy, Betty Petten, Terry Windsor, Margaret Hamelin, Pat
Peterson, Elaine Umphrey, Gayle Middleton.
(Page 9 Top Right—L to R) Lioness Terry Windsor receives a Lions
Club Camp Kirk Fellowship from President Elaine Umphrey.
(Page 9 Centre—L to R) Lion Ted Rennie is awarded a Lions Club
Camp Kirk Fellowship.
(Page 9 Bottom—L to R) Lion President presents Lion John Van
Koot with the President’s Award.

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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executive for Pefferlaw and Udora
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(Photo above) A daredevil scales the climbing wall at the Youth-a
-Palooza event at the Ice Palace in Keswick on Sat. June 17.
(Below) Mitchell Sweezie (left), Harrison Owens (centre), and
Tyler Gwynne (right) delight in the fun at the ball tethered inside
a blow up bouncy castle.

A two-day “Art on the Water” event hosted by the Chippewas
of Georgina was held at the Islandview Beach Business Centre on June 17 and 18. Among the vendors displaying First
Nations artistry was Wasausksing member Margaret Miner
(above) who was finishing a beautiful pine needle basket.
Forests Ontario’s Heritage Tree Program
has recognized a 200-year old sugar maple located at the Clear Water Farm on
Lake Drive near Willow Beach.
The tree is said to be the spot where early
settlers and Chippewas once stopped to
trade and tell stories.

An event to celebrate the tree will be announced later this summer but in the
meantime, students from WaabgonGamig
First Nations School on Georgina Island
and Sutton Public School are creating a
rain garden on property in proximity of
the tree.

The Heritage Tree program collects and
tells the stories of Ontario’s diverse and
unique trees and brings awareness to the
social, cultural, historical and ecological
value of trees. Trees are nominated for
recognition based on distinctness of size,
form, age, rarity and social significance.
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The first in a series of summer concerts to be held by the Jackson’s Point Business Improvement Association (BIA) was held on
Sunday, June 11 at the Jackson’s Point Parkette.
Billed as the Red Barn Summer Concert Series, the first one featured five performances by the Sutton District High School Music
Group. Above Joshua Lecbecher-Robinson on guitar is accompanied by Katherine Wagner on the keyboard.
Mayor Margaret
Quirk gets set to
throw out the
“Opening Bowl” to
mark the beginning
of the new lawn
bowling season for
the Georgina Lawn
Bowling Club. Did
she reach the
“Jack” or the ditch?

Photos by Terreassa Beadle.
Congratulations to the volunteers who organized and sponsored one of the most successful Military Days held in Georgina on Saturday, June 10.
According to Sid Giddings and Military Museum curator
Bruce Whittaker, the re-enactors at this year’s event went
above and beyond to re-create significant war-time battles
throughout history.
Mr. Giddings said the re-enactors staged a battle between
the Russians and the Germans and used theatrical ammunition which really gave the scene a realistic flavour. “We had
hundreds of people come through the museum and it was our
best Military Day ever,” he said.
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Coming Events & Announcements
On Sun. June 25 a new exhibition featuring The Georgina Lawn Bowling Club is hostfour generations of arts will be featured at ing a Ladies Invitational Tournament on
the GAC and will run until August 20.
July 5. Email tayand@hotmail.ca for more
information.
Ministry of Natural Resources will discuss
The Sunkist Beach Community is holding
Invasive Plants at the Keswick United
their Annual Yard and Bake Sale on Sat.
Church on June 26 from 7:30 to 9:30 pm.
July 8 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Pancake
GTTI is hosting a PaintNite fundraiser on breakfast, hot dogs, baking and more.
Thurs. June 29 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.
The 2017 Georgina Garden Tour will be
Get on down to the ROC and celebrate
held on Sun. July 9 from 11:00 am to 3:30
Canada Day. Fun, including the world’s
pm. Call (905) 476-6979 for details.
largest Urban Slip ‘N Slide, starts at 2:00
The Georgina Brock Garden Club’s Flower
pm. Fireworks at 10:00 pm.
and Vegetable Show is on Mon. July 10 at
Now before you go to the ROC, Cayley
7:30 pm at the Wilfrid Hall.
Hall is celebrating Canada Day between
You are invited to the First Responders
8:00 am and 1:00 pm with a strawberry
Appreciation Day at the Keswick Christian
treat, bake sale and bazaar.
Church on Sat. July 15 from 10:00 am to
And, you can join MP Peter van Loan for
2:00 pm. Your opportunity to thank them
his traditional free Canada Day breakfast
for all they do!
from 8:30 to 11:00 am at the East GwillimGet ready for the 5th Annual Festival on
bury Sports Complex.
High on Sat. July 22 from 10:00 am to 4:00
And then on July 2, you can go to Cedarpm. A free family fun event for all!
dale Church in Pefferlaw and enjoy a free
OK Georgina, Laurie Carriere is getting
Canada Day pancake breakfast at 10:00
anxious and is urging you to starting thinkam. Call (705) 437-2170 for details.
ing about the Terry Fox Run on Sept. 17.
The next Ward Boundary Review will be at To register visit www.terryfoxrun.org and
the Ice Palace on July 4, 6:30-8:30 pm.
click on “Find Run Site” and register.

Big Event—Big Rewards
for Charity
Making good on his promise to bring
charitable fundraising events to Georgina for the benefit of not-for-profit
organizations, former Ward 1 candidate Forrest Jones is inviting everyone to attend a BBQ Fest at the ROC
on Sat. July 29 and July 30.
“We have a great line-up of fun-filled
events scheduled for the entire weekend,” Mr. Jones said.
On Saturday from 10:00 am until
6:00 pm, vendors will be lined up
with an array of merchandise for sale.
And from 2:00 to 6:00 pm there will
be free bouncy castles, Zoo to You
and colouring contests for the kiddies. If baseball is your thing, check
out the ongoing Co-ed and Men’s
D/E Divisions tournament on Saturday and Sunday.
But you won’t want to miss the Garth
Brooks Tribute Band—FT Fresh
Horses on Saturday evening starting
at 7:00 pm until 9:00 pm. Free admission. The weekend is in support of
Georgina Cares and the Georgina
Food Pantry. Visit www.bbqfest.ca

