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Mayor tells TPLC consultant to apologize
Mayor Margaret Quirk said she was
“astounded” and “stunned” by Facebook
comments made by James Calnan when he
engaged in an on-line discussion over a
recent public workshop dealing with the
former Thane Smelter property.
“I certainly followed all of those comments
on Facebook and I must say I was astounded by some of your comments,” she
told Mr. Calnan at the June 15 council
meeting when he attended to update council on the results of the Thane Smelter
workshop held in Keswick on April 30.
“You need to apologize not only to Ms.
Gordon, but to Georgina itself because you
made some comments that were really not
appropriate. You are new to the community
and to come in and make those comments,
I was frankly stunned,” she told him.
Mayor Quirk’s comments followed a deputation by Keswick resident Debbie Gordon
who described her reaction to statements
made by Mr. Calnan on Facebook following the workshop.
“I am disappointed and surprised to see his
comments have been needlessly personal
and adversarial,” she said.
The April 30 workshop was facilitated by
Mr. Calnan on behalf of TPLC Holdings
Inc., a company with a conditional offer on
the former Thane Smelter property on War-

den Ave. According to Mr. Calnan, it was
intended to be an “educational” forum “to
educate on how private sector clean-up
works” for properties classified as Ontario
“brownfield” sites. But following a contentious and heated discourse between attendees and Mr. Calnan, the workshop ended
within an hour when everyone walked out.
A lengthy thread of Facebook banter followed.
Mr. Calnan took the opportunity at council
to extend an “olive branch” and he apologized to those that may have been offended. “My intent was never to offend,”
he said. “My intent was strictly to provide
information.”
But Mayor Quirk said the information the
public was looking for had not been forthcoming.
“You say that you don’t have an end-use in
mind other than a clean site, but how are
you going to get to a clean site?” Mayor
Quirk asked. “That is what I think the residents are wanting to know.”
Mr. Calnan said the province has a number
of tools in place to allow municipalities to
expedite private sector clean-up of
brownfield sites and he suggested a
“community improvement plan” designed
around various incentives would be helpful.

Station Road sidewalk
construction to start this
summer
After more than two years of negotiations and planning, Pefferlaw residents
can expect construction on the Station
Road sidewalk to begin within the next
two months.
Council approved a $282,419 bid from
Onsite Contracting Inc. to construct a
one-kilometre sidewalk along Station
Road that will stretch from Pefferlaw
Road in the north to Old Homestead in
the south.
The sidewalk will travel south along
the west side of Station Road with a
mid-block crossing to the east side
where it will follow the Pefferlaw
River south to Old Homestead Road.
The original budget of $540,000 was
approved in 2014 and was funded from
the gas tax reserves. But due to the
successful bid of $282,419, the Town
is expecting to put more than $200,000
back into reserves upon completion of
the project.
Due to insufficient road allowances
along Station Road (in some areas the
Continued on page 3...

2

Multi-use Recreational Complex
The idea of building a multiuse recreational complex
(MURC) in Keswick was first
floated in 2007 when Georgina
was ready to partner with the
YMCA. At that time, the cost
for a pool, recreation centre
and minimal rink facility was
$13 million, a capital cost the
Town was going to cover. Annual operating costs of around
$800,000 a year were going to
be absorbed by the YMCA
who had agreed to manage the
facility.
The idea didn’t get the traction
it needed to come to fruition.
In 2015 the current council
began salting money away to
support a recommendation offered by consultants that would
result in a $30.7 million
MURC somewhere in south
Keswick. Recent reports suggest the complex could offer a
pool, gymnasium, elevated
running track, youth and senior
clubs and library. A new fire
station and perhaps a new civic
centre have also been discussed
but would come at an additional cost.
By the end of 2016, a MURC
reserve fund should have about
$2.8 million in it so all indications are council is ready to
move forward on this idea.
And, to further support the
notion that the MURC will
become a reality is the new
Development Charges Background Study which considered
the cost of a MURC when it
determined the new development charges. Those charges
have gone up from $7,133.00
to $11,620.00 for the construction of a single family dwelling.
The most recent report, tabled
at the June 15 council meeting,
details how we might be able to
pay for a south Keswick
MURC--$21 million from development charges, the $2.8
million in reserves, taxes and
maybe some grants.
The report says the consultant’s
research found 88 per cent of
residents approved of the idea

of a MURC. However, when
the survey was done, no financial details were presented.
And at this stage, we still don’t
know what the year after year
operating costs will be, nor do
we know how much it would
cost to use the MURC facilities.
Instead of asking residents to
agree or disagree with the following statement which was
used in the 2014 study... “The
Town should consider developing a Recreational Centre in
the Keswick area with components such as an indoor pool,
arena, gymnasium, walkingtrack and/or community
rooms”, I think the residents
should be polled again. This
time the capital costs of $30.7
million should be included in
the question as well as the ongoing tax implications for annual operating costs. For example, “Do you agree the Town
should build a user-fee-based
$30 million MURC in south
Keswick that would require
Continued on page 3...
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Multi-use Recreational Complex
Continued from page 2.
taxpayers to pay for annual
operating costs of $??? million.” And a second question
should also be included in any
survey… “Should the Town
consider building the following
new facilities in south Keswick? A) a new civic centre; B)
a new fire hall; C) a new library?” And every single ratepayer should be mailed a paper
questionnaire—and not just an
electronic questionnaire for
those with computers. Polling
should definitely go beyond
email blasts using addresses
that have been captured in a
Town database of current
recreational users.
Or, we could simply ask... “If
you had $30.7 million what
new facilities would you build
in Georgina and where?” I
would love to hear your responses!
Certainly the subject of a new
MURC deserves a lot of scrutiny and discussion at the council table. At the June 15 council
meeting, I was delighted to

hear Regional Councillor
Wheeler move to defer the discussion to a “workshop” format
“to give the subject the attention it deserves.”
First and foremost, we need to
see a Business Plan—
something that will let the taxpayers in this community know
upfront, what we are in for.
The other sticky wicket is East
Gwillimbury’s decision to put a
MURC-like facility with a pool
only five kilometres down the
road from south Keswick. It
wasn’t on the radar when the
consultant’s recommended the
south Keswick MURC and
they calculated our MURC
would attract East Gwillimbury
users. It will be interesting to
find out what kind of impact
the East Gwillimbury facility
will have on an updated
“needs” assessment on Georgina’s MURC which is currently underway.
I just hope they’ve got a new
questionnaire for us.
Karen Wolfe, Editor

Station Rd. sidewalk bid awarded
Continued from page 1.
road is only 30 feet wide as
opposed to a standard 66 foot
road allowance), lands owned
by property owners along the
river will need to be conveyed
to the Town.
“Each owner will have to hire a
lawyer to complete this process
and the Town will pay for their
legal fees,” staff reported to
council on June 15.
In 2014 staff received a petition, initiated by Pefferlaw
resident Shirley Jakonen and
signed by residents, requesting
the Town provide a “safe and
proper passageway for pedestrians” (sidewalk).
According to a staff report,
delays in constructing the sidewalk were experienced when it
had to be redesigned to avoid
encroaching on private lands
fronting along the roadway.

“All but one resident agreed to
the conveyance of lands to construct the sidewalk,” staff reported. “We will match grade
and construct the sidewalk on
Town lands in front of this
resident’s property.”
Due to the nature of the work,
minor grading behind the sidewalk will be required on privately owned lands adjacent to
the river. Staff will handdeliver notices, sketches and
personally speak to residents
along the route.
“It has taken them long enough
and it would be nice if it gets
done this summer, but I guess
we won’t have them until the
fall,” said Ms. Jakonen. “It is
going to make it much safer to
walk, especially for people
with children and animals. I
would like to be the first person
to walk on them.”

279
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

proved budgets and existing
revenue streams to continue the
work they are already provincially mandated to carry out
(this would be the concept behind my property tax). Investigative work performed by the
Town of Georgina's Building
Division is the sole responsibility of the Building Division
and their council approved
budgets. Additional undue
hardship should not be put onto
targeted taxpayers.
As a homeowner, I have already paid for permits and inspections for the original construction of the septic system to
ensure it met all codes and requirements. I should not
now have to pay a fee for this
additional inspection, particularly since I do not benefit personally. Instead it is the general
population that benefits from a
clean waterway and environment, and so any cost of ongoing inspections should legitimately come from general tax
revenues. This fee represents a
slippery slope that may lead to
more fees to the homeowner
whenever the municipality decides to send out by-law officers to ensure your driveway
isn't too wide, or any number
of other potential by-law infractions.
This week I invited the Town
inspectors to my property in
Pefferlaw for an inspection.
The inspector was present for
seven minutes and I was essentially extorted into paying
$113.00. I would like to urge
all taxpayers, particularly those
affected by this legislation, to
reach out to your Mayor and
Ward Councillors and express
your dissatisfaction.

During the week of May 16th
2016 I received a letter from
the Town of Georgina outlining
details of a provincially mandated septic system maintenance inspection program.
Whilst I agree with the principle behind this program in that
it is important to our over-all
physical and environmental
health, I whole heartily disagree with the Town of Georgina's delivery of it.
For an entity of any kind to
force an individual to pay for a
good or service they do not
want is coercive and virtually
unheard of in today's day; except by governments of course.
The Province of Ontario, in
January of 2011, made an
amendment to the Ontario
Building Code (OBC) to require sewage system inspections every five years for those
living within 100 meters of
particular waterways. Municipalities who are already responsible for building code
enforcement have had this addition to the OBC downloaded
to them. Now, a logical thinker
would automatically assume
that the organization already
responsible for approving
building permits, doing site
inspections and enforcing legislation under the OBC would
simply absorb this responsibility as part of their role. The
Town of Georgina however, is
applying this part of the OBC
separately and are charging
property owners who meet the
criteria a separate fee above
and beyond their property
taxes.
Additional fees associated with
these inspections should not be
Sincerely,
the direct responsibility of
property owners. As prescribed Robert Volpe
Pefferlaw
in the Ontario Building Code
the cost of inspection is the
responsibility of the Town of
Georgina. A responsible municipal government would
make use of their already ap-
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Local troops rallied for 1885 rebellion

Members of the Georgina Historical Society were treated to a
very interesting and thorough
examination of the contribution
of local troops as they travelled
to western Canada to participate in the 1885 Riel Rebellion.
Darcy Murray led the audience
along an arduous and wintery
journey by the four companies
of the 35th Simcoe Foresters
and four companies of the 12th

York Battalion (one of them
from Sutton) as they travelled
over 3,000 kilometres to Batoche, Saskatchewan.
The discussion also included a
look at the type of arms and
equipment used by troops during that era.
After a summer hiatus, the
GHS will feature a discussion
on British Home Children in
September.
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Residential development charges go
up by 61 per cent
The Town’s new Development
Charges (DC) by-law, which
goes into effect August 1,
2016, will add an additional
$4,356.00 to the cost of building a residential home. Currently, residential development
charges in Georgina are
$7,113.00 but will rise to
$11,469.00.
In a report to council on June
22, Georgina’s Treasurer Rebecca Mathewson presented
the findings of the 2016 Development Charges Background
Study which supports the DC
increase to cover new growthrelated capital investments

parks and recreation, public
works and municipal administration services.
“The adoption of the proposed
Development Charges By-law
will enable the Town of Georgina to collect development
charges from developers and
builders to mitigate the cost of
the growth related capital program and the related burden to
the Town's property tax base,”
Ms. Mathewson said in her
report.
The new development charges
as outlined in her report are for
Georgina only. Developers
must also pay development

needed to meet the demands of
Georgina’s growing population.
According to the report, it is
anticipated that population
growth in the Town of Georgina over the 2016- 2025 planning period will demand a
capital program of more than
$60 million to provide for a
wide variety of infrastructure
and facility expansions that
will service both existing and
new residents. The proposed
development charges supported
by the Development Charges
Background Study will raise
approximately $27 million
within that 10 year period.
Development charges are a one
-time fee collected from developers and builders to help pay
for new infrastructure costs
such as libraries, fire services,

charges to York Region
($41,920) and to the School
Board ($4,340.00) bringing the
total development charges for a
new residential home in Georgina on services to $57,729.00.
While Georgina lots of record
owners must pay the Georgina
and education development
charges when applying for a
building permit, they are exempt from the York Region
fees.
In addition to the town-wide
charges identified in Table 3
above, new developments in
Keswick and Sutton are subject
to “area-specific” charges. In
Keswick, residential DCs will
rise from $7,176 to $11,845. In
Sutton, from $7,136 to $11,935
and if the dwelling is in the
Sutton High Street service area
they will be $13,092.00.
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Pefferlaw Lions and Pefferlaw
Lioness installation night
The iconic and benevolent
Pefferlaw and District Lions
Club and the Pefferlaw Lioness Club held their annual installation ceremonies on Monday, June 20 at the Pefferlaw
Lions Community Centre
where the newly elected officers of the clubs were inducted.
In addition to the ceremonies,
the Pefferlaw Lions Club

handed the keys for a $34,000
education trailer over to members of the Georgina Fire Department. The trailer, which
will be used by the department
to educate young children on
fire safety, includes hands-on
instruction for kitchen safety,
911 calling, fire escape techniques, shelter-in-place instruction and house-hold hazardous chemicals.
(L to R) Ted Rennie, Michael
Sibley, Dave
Harding, Cathy
Rennie, John Van
Koot, Cheryl
Bahen, Arnie
Hall, Don Philp,
Fred Mitchell.

New Pefferlaw & District Lions Club Executive
(L to R) Verna
Creber, Margaret
Hamelin,
Lorraine Graham,
Anne Guy, Betty
Petten, Gayle
Middleton, Dianne Graham,
Terry Windsor,
Elaine Umphrey.

New Pefferlaw Lioness Executive
Donation of fire
education trailer:
(L to R) Chief Ron
Jenkins, Ward 5
Councillor and Lion
Dave Harding,
President Ted Rennie and Georgina
Fire Department
Prevention Officer
Keith Wells.

Winners of Lions
sponsored public
speaking contest:
(L) Megan Halstead on impaired
driving and (R)
Kayla Knox on
swearing.
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Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club installs new executive for 2016/17
The following officers will assume their new
roles in September following the summer break:
Top photo-Front Row: (L to R) Tom Graham (Director),
Chris Brunne (President), Larry Emo (Past President),
Byron Taylor (Membership Chair), Dave Minns (Second
Vice President), Carol Ann Clifton (Tail Twister).
Back Row: (L to R) Bob Horner (Secretary), Pat Aprile
(Treasurer), Randy Wilkins (Director), Dave Thomkinson
(Director), Lloyd Clifton (Director), Carrie Clifton (1st.
Vice President). Absent: Ian Hughes (3rd Vice President),
Russ Burton (Lion Tamer).

The Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club
held their annual year-end meeting before the summer break to
install the 2016/2017 executive.
Club members assembled at the
Leaskdale St. Paul’s Presbyterian
Church on Monday evening, June
20 for dinner prior to the installation of new officers.
The club also took the opportunity
to present a cheque for $2,500 to
the Canadian National Institute
for the Blind.

Bottom Photo (Left to Right)
Chris Brunne (President),
Monika Fox (CNIB) and Larry
Emo (Past President) hold a
cheque for $2,500.00 donated
to the CNIB from the proceeds
of their spring Pefferlaw River
Canoe Run.
The event attracted 96 vessels
which navigated a 16 kilometre stretch of the Pefferlaw
River on May 6.
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Tennyson Tidbits
(L0E 1R0) changes to the Jackson’s Point
postal code (L0E 1L0) at Allen Drive and
everything south of there is Sutton. So
there you go...you owe me a coffee at
Tim’s in Sutton!
Very special birthday greetings go out to
Bill O’Neill of Pefferlaw who celebrated
his special day on Wednesday, June 22.
Hope you had a great day, Bill!
We also want to send Happy Birthday
greetings to Wendy Schell who will celebrate with family and friends on Thursday,
June 30. Happy Birthday, kiddo!

The Georgina Fire Department was out
early Saturday morning on June 18 to suppress a fire on Forestry Dr. in Pefferlaw.
The fire started at an electrical outlet on
the back deck but was quickly extinguished. No injuries were reported.

Congratulations to Ward 3 Councillor
Dave Neeson and his wife, Jacki. The couple celebrated their first wedding anniversary on June 20. Congrats and many happy
returns to you both.

dent, Steve Jubb, 67, who passed away on
Sunday, June 19 at Markham Stouffville
Hospital. Beloved husband of Sandra
(Shepherd) Jubb of Uxbridge. Loved father of Angela (John) Jubb-Ahola of Peterborough, Steve Jr. (Melanie) of Uxbridge
I had a bit of a discussion with a couple of
and Mike (Sara) of Beaverton. Steve is
readers the other day about the actual exalso survived by eight grandchildren and
isting border line between Sutton and
three great-grandchildren. Family and
Jackson’s Point along Dalton Road. I
friends are invited to a celebration of life at
promised to investigate it and this is what I Our sincere condolences go out to the famthe Royal Canadian Legion in Beaverton
found out. It seems the Sutton postal code ily and friends of long-time Pefferlaw resion Sunday, June 26 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.
It seems there is a bit of a fox problem
here in Georgina. One Pefferlaw resident
reports she sees them at least twice a day
and one has attempted to get into her
house. She is concerned residents are feeding the animals which is keeping them in
the area. Not a good plan. Don’t feed the
foxes.
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Photos (Above ) Chippewas of Georgina First Nation member Penny
Trumble drums and sings a traditional
song in recognition of the raising of
the band’s flag in Jackson’s Point.
(Left) Members of the Neema Children’s Choir from Uganda perform
for an audience on Sunday, June 12 at
the Jackson’s Point Parkette as the
opening act for the Red Barn Concert
Series sponsored by the Barrie Jazz
Festival.

Photo: Georgina Brock Garden Club
There was a great crowd out at the ever-popular Georgina-Brock Garden Club auction at the Wilfrid Hall. The club raised over $2,100 which
enables them to deliver their community beautification programs and
host scheduled events throughout the years. Their appreciation goes out
to the donors of the plants, donations, organizers of the event and everyone who attended to bid.

Cindy and Carmen McCarthy on Allen Dr. in Jackson’s
Point held a fund-raising yard sale and BBQ on Saturday,
June 18 to raise money for Million Dollar Smiles in memory of their grandson Danny McCarthy who passed away
from leukemia at age 14. Carmen McCarthy’s sister,
Carol, has her own fund-raising event planned in support
of Million Dollar Smiles and in memory of Danny. On
July 22, Carol will turn 75 and she plans to celebrate her
milestone birthday by making a tandem skydive at Skydive
Toronto in Innisfil. To donate: itsmccarol@gmail.com.
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There was a great turn-out on Saturday,
June 11 at the Historic Walk of Sutton
sponsored by the Georgina Historical
Society in recognition of the 125th Anniversary celebrations of Sutton and Jackson’s Point.
Over 60 people joined the tour guides as
they recounted the historical significance
of the buildings and related tales of the
people who worked to bring prosperity
and progress to the High Street business
district of Sutton.
The Georgina Historical Society would
like to thank everyone for coming and
making the day such a rousing success.

(Left) On Wednesday, June 15, Jennifer Anderson
(centre) taped a
tearful good-bye to
fans of the popular
Georgina Life program on Rogers TV.
Ms. Anderson has
accepted a position
with the Georgina
Chamber of Commerce and her replacement will be
announced within
the next couple of
weeks.

(Bottom Left) Members of the Georgina Bulldogs got
busy washing cars
on Saturday, June
18 at Walmart to
raise money for new
equipment. Job well
done everybody!

Georgina Historical Society board member Jackie Diasio (left) hosted a Junior
Gardening workshop on Saturday, June
18 to help children plant and grow a vegetable garden.
Once their produce is ready for market,
the kids will be invited to harvest their
efforts and bring them along to the Harvest Festival in September. They will be
able to set up a booth at the event and sell
their wares for profit.
All junior gardeners and crafters in Georgina are invited to contact Jackie at (905)
476-1329 by August 15 to reserve a booth.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Don’t forget the Sunkist Beach Association
Yard Sale & BBQ on Sat. June 25. To prebook at table call (705) 437-1360.

The Grand Opening of the Georgina Farmers’
Market at the Link starts Sun. July 3 at 9:00
am to 3:00 pm and will run every Sunday
throughout the season.

The Pefferlaw Fire Fighters' Association will
be hosting their annual fundraising Car Wash Check out Music in the Parkette on Sat. July
on Saturday June 25 at the Pefferlaw Fire
9 in Jackson’s Point. Joe Agnello and friends
Hall from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.
will be performing from 5 to 8:00 pm.
The Wilfrid Village Festival will start with a St. Andrew’s United Church is hosting its
Pancake Breakfast at 8:00 am on Sat. June 25 Annual GIANT garage sale and auction on
plus a Strawberry Social.
Sat. July 9. Sale and breakfast start 7:00 am.
Auction at 9:00 am.
Go to the Pioneer Village on June 25 & 26
for Civil War Weekend from 10 am-4 pm.
Get set for Music in the Streets in Keswick
on Sat. June 25 for a rocking good time with
music students, local bands and artists.
Disco Night at the Sutton Legion on June 25
at 8:00 pm. Prizes for best costume.
Pull out your Canada Day accessories and
gear and go to the ROC and Georgina Pioneer Village. All of the fun, food and festivities start at 2:00 pm on July 1. Fireworks at
10:00 pm. And don’t forget the Georgina Rib
Fest from July 1 to 3 at the ROC. Part of the
Northern Heat Rib Series, it features some of
the best ribs in Canada.
Residents of York Simcoe are invited to join
Peter Van Loan for his Dominion Day Pancake Breakfast on July 1 from 8:30—11:00
am at the East Gwillimbury Sports Complex.

The Georgina Brock Garden Club will host a
discussion on “Garden Scrap Sculpture” by
the Salvage Sisters on Monday, July 11 at
7:30 pm at the Wilfrid Hall. Also, the second
Flower, Vegetable and Design show will be
featured.
Hey...get this!! The provincial parks will be
free of charge on Friday, July 15 as part of a
Healthy Parks, Healthy People movement.

The GAC is calling all artists to donate
work for their 125X125 art fundraising
event. Call (905) 722-9587.
Port Bolster Baptist Church, (a member
of the F.E.B.C. in Canada) on Durham
Rd. 23 (Lakeridge Rd.), just north of Hwy.
# 48 invites you to Sunday Morning Services at 10:30 am. ALL ARE WELCOME.
Pastor Richard Thistle, (705) 324-6540.

