
Ministry confirms round goby still in Pefferlaw river   
It didn’t work—at least not 100 per cent.  
After weeks of conducting sampling and 
assessment protocols to determine the ef-
fectiveness of a fall eradication program to 
rid the Pefferlaw river of round goby, offi-
cials with the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources have confirmed that they have 
found round 
goby still 
living in the 
Pefferlaw 
river.  
“We are all 
obviously 
very disap-
pointed be-
cause we all 
worked so 
hard to get it 
done,” said. 
Jason Bor-
wick, an 
MNR man-
agement 
geologist.  
But, he ex-
plained, the 
news isn’t all 
bad since only four specimens have been 
found to date and each of these is small in 
size. “They appear to be all in the same 
size and age class,” Mr. Borwick said. 

“We have sent them off to have the sex, 
age and reproductive capabilities deter-
mined, but I think they are too young for 
reproductive activity and these are all good 
signs to me.”  
According to Mr. Borwick, one of the 
specimens was found in an MNR trap at 

the end of Morn-
ing Glory Road 
and the other 
three were netted 
in the river oppo-
site Everglades 
Marina.  
“Our expectations 
were to be 100 
per cent effec-
tive,” Mr. Bor-
wick said of the 
Rotenone applica-
tion, “and so far 
our efforts have 
only turned up 
four and this tells 
me that basically 
we were very 
effective but not 
100 per cent.  I 

think there are only a few present in the 
system right now because if we were get-
ting fifties or hundreds it would be a dif-
ferent scenario.”  

Mr. Peter Waring, 
Supervisor, York-
Durham Area for 
the Ministry of 
Natural Resources 
said ministry and 
partner staff will 
be spending time 
in the field con-
ducting additional 
sampling to help 
the ministry iden-
tify next steps in 
the process.  
“Now obviously, 
we will be doing 
additional sam-
pling so we can 
get a better pic-
ture of where 
these critters are 
and once we 
know the status, 
we will be able to 
look at our op-
tions,” he said.  
Mr. Waring was not prepared to comment 
on whether or not a second Rotenone ap-
plication was on the table.  
“We haven’t even turned our heads to next 
steps yet,” he said. “We don’t really know 
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Fisheries and Oceans Canada field operatives are 
trolling up and down the river in Pefferlaw with 
electro fishing equipment collecting data that will 
tell them what the fish community in the river looks 
like post-treatment.  

Wil Wegman from 
MNR is working 
closely with other field 
operatives to collect as 
much information as 
possible that will help 
the ministry develop a 
plan forward after 
finding goby alive in 
the Pefferlaw river.  
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By all accounts, everyone in-
volved in the fall Rotenone goby 
eradication program had their 
fingers crossed—hoping against 
logic—that the application 
would indeed rid the Pefferlaw 
river of round goby. These same 
people also knew their chance of 
complete success was not guar-
anteed, but they decided to 
hedge their bets and supported 
the program because of one sim-
ple fact—without it there would 
have been zero hope of eliminat-
ing the goby from the river.  
And now that we know for sure 
that there are still goby in the 
river, very little has changed 
since last year.  
The goal from MNR’s perspec-
tive remains the same—keep the 
goby out of Lake Simcoe—and 
for all intents and purposes, the 
options available to them to 
achieve this goal are theoreti-
cally the same ones that were 
available to them last year. But 
not realistically.  
Rotenone has to be taken off the 
table this time around.  
The one thing that is different 
this time is our knowledge base 
regarding the effectiveness of 
Rotenone as a piscicide to eradi-
cate the goby. Last year, no one 
knew for sure whether or not it 
would work and this year we 
know for sure that it won’t.  
And for many, losing an entire 
stock of native fish  was a heck 
of a price to pay to find that out 
and I’m betting it’s a price few 
in town are willing to pay again.   
So what is left? Unfortunately 
not much.  
The round goby is a very aggres-
sive troublemaker and is known 
to be quite prolific. Research 
suggests that a Lake Simcoe 
round goby invasion will reduce 
the biodiversity of native spe-
cies, damage the ecosystem and 
cause economic harm. In Lake 
Michigan, where once large 
populations of yellow perch 
were prized by anglers, huge 
populations of round goby have 
all but eliminated them from that 
body of water.  
Prevention should have been the 
first order of business, but we 
are long past that proactive 

measure in this case which 
leaves us to ponder fish manage-
ment and control options. Last 
year, the four options fish man-
agement agencies identified in-
cluded physical control, chemi-
cal control, biological control 
and “do nothing”.  Assuming 
that “do nothing” and “chemical 
control” are off the table this 
time, that only leaves biological 
control and “physical control”.  
Biological control means intro-
ducing another living organism 
that would control the goby 
population through predation or 
disease. However, there is no 
known control agent for round 
goby. So when we take this op-
tion off the table that only leaves 
physical control. Practices cur-
rently used in other ecosystems 
include the use of dams, traps, 
electrical fields and harvesters as 
well as dredging, dewatering and 
draining—not an appealing list. 
A meeting to update residents on 
the goby project in Pefferlaw has 
been scheduled for Thursday 
evening on June 29. I will be 
there to hear what the monitor-
ing and sampling data tells us 
and I’ll be anxious to find out 
what options the lead agencies 
are still leaving on the table.  
 
Karen Wolfe, Editor 

Town meeting planned to discuss goby  
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Goby found in Pefferlaw river 
Continued from page 1.  
what this means until we assess 
the river and get more informa-
tion.”  
In the days following the dis-
covery, MNR and Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada staff stepped up 
their planned post-treatment 
sampling and monitoring plans 
to help collect data as quickly as 
possible—data that will be used 
to determine the effectiveness of 
the program and to see how the 
river ecosystem is responding  
to the initial Rotenone applica-
tion.   
Will Wegman, an Extension 
Services Technician with MNR 
isn’t ready to declare the Rote-
none treatment ineffective and 
is waiting for the results of the 
sampling and monitoring pro-
gram before making a decision 
on what should be done next.  
“We will evaluate each option 
and if we have to rule them out, 
we will rule them out. It could 
be that another Rotenone appli-
cation is off the table,” he said. 
“Certainly if the goby are in the 
lake then Rotenone is off the 
table but there are too many 
variables that are unknown at 
this time to say,” he said.  

Residents can expect to see Mr. 
Wegman accompanied by Fish-
eries and Oceans personnel 
trolling up and down the river 
conducting a variety of studies 
using different monitoring tech-
niques. These will include: sein-
ing (netting) that can help iden-
tify where the goby are; trap-
ping; and electro fishing.  
“There will also be two invasive 
species students here twice a 
week checking for goby and 
monitoring the colonization of 
fish,” Mr. Wegman said.  
Much of the ongoing work is 
part of a post-treatment assess-
ment program that was planned 
prior to the Rotenone treatment 
last fall. The results of this pro-
gram were to be made public 
this fall, but with the discovery 
of live goby still in the river,  
plans to update the community 
on the findings have been 
moved up.  
“We won’t have all the answers 
but we will have a better idea of 
what can and can’t be done,” 
said Mr. Borwick.   
The public information session 
will be held at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 29 in Pefferlaw 
at the Lions’ Hall.    

Club 55 members love Bid Euchre!  

Above (left to right) Pefferlaw residents Laurence Ritchie, 
Dottie Windle, Jean Moore and Eugene Levand make up a 
table at a bid euchre game at the Lions Hall in Pefferlaw. 
Members of Club 55, each player pays $2.00 and can join 
members from Keswick and Sutton five days a week to play 
euchre. Prizes are awarded for Men’s and Women’s 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd place winners.  
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Dozens of local residents and family 
members congregated on the 
grounds of Cooke’s Cemetery on 
Sunday, June 4 to participate in the 
Annual Decoration Day for the 
cemetery.  
Pastor Ken Burton from Cedardale 
Church of the Nazarene officiated 
the outdoor service and was accom-
panied by members of the Wilfrid 
Singers and Mary Pearson on the 
keyboard.  
Floral presentations were made by 
Brenda Camplin representing the 
Cooke’s Cemetery Board of Direc-
tors and by Lynne Lester, a represen-
tative from the Pefferlaw Lionesses. 
The above photo of a decorative 
grass garden created by the Georgina 

Georgina Island  
celebrates National  
Aboriginal Day  

Rain doesn’t dampen spirits as “Best of Pefferlaw 
Area” map is launched at Strawberry Social  

National Aboriginal Day on June 21, 
2006 also known as the summer sol-
stice—the first day of summer and 
longest day of the year—is the day 
Canada’s Aboriginal peoples will take 
time to celebrate their heritage.    
Sue Smoke, the Georgina Island 
School/Community Coordinator is 
planning a variety of special events on 
June 19 and 20 as a lead up to the June 
21 holiday.  
Part of the plans will see students from 
neighbouring York Region “pen pal” 
schools visit the island school on June 
19 and 20 and according to Ms. 
Smoke, this will help create awareness 
for National Aboriginal Day and native 
culture among non-natives and new 
Canadians.  
“But also for our students, it is an op-
portunity for them to feel proud to be 
Anishinaabe and proud to be part of 
their community and proud of our cul-
ture,” Ms. Smoke said. “We may all 
have different backgrounds and differ-
ent cultures, but we are all basically 
the same,” she said.  
Ms. Smoke is expecting student visits 
from Fairwood Public School in Kes-
wick and nearly 80 students from Sut-
ton Public School in Sutton. 
National Aboriginal Day on June 21, 
was proclaimed by the Governor Gen-
eral of Canada in 1996 and was set 
aside as a national day to recognize 
and celebrate Aboriginal peoples and 
cultures.  It is part of the Celebrate 
Canada! Celebrations which also in-
clude Saint Jean-Baptiste Day on June 
24, Canadian Multiculturalism Day on 
June 27 and Canada Day on July 1.  

Photo above (left to right) Project Coordinator 
Roz Moore presents contest winner Kim Attree a 
framed copy of the “Best of Pefferlaw Area” 
map. The maps went on sale and were launched 
at a free Strawberry Social on Saturday, June 3 

Annual Decoration Day at cemetery  

and despite all day showers, 
several residents dropped in and 
over 50 maps were sold.  
The maps are being sold as a 
fundraiser for the Pefferlaw Li-
ons Club to help raise money for 
a proposed ice-pad.   
The Best of Pefferlaw Area 
maps are a large, two-sided col-
lection of photos and text de-
scribing the history, culture and 
significant natural features of the 
Pefferlaw area. The information 
was gleaned from consultation 
with community groups and 
individuals and the printed ver-
sions are available in both 
folded and flat formats. Lion 
David Weir is coordinating the 
sale of the maps.  

Brock Garden Club is a sample of some of 
the improvements the cemetery has under-
gone since it was reopened in the 1980s. The 
stone bench is one of three donated by 
Marion and  Gord Calvert, Patty and David 
Weir and Gail and Ed Moore respectively.  
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Ladies 3-pitch league still going strong 
Michelle Penny, a bat-
ter for a Ladies 3-Pitch 
Baseball team spon-
sored by Home Guard 
Funding, eyes up the 
ball for a hit at the Li-
ons Park in Pefferlaw 
on Thursday evening. 
Ms. Penny’s team 
played an opposing 
team sponsored by the 
Fox and Fiddle in Ux-
bridge and beat them 
soundly with a score of 
13 to 2.  
The Ladies 3-Pitch 
league has been a Mon-
day and Thursday eve-
ning summer tradition 
for more than 20 years 
and has remained loyal 
to its original mandate 
as a “fun league”.  
 

Sibbald Point Stone 
Church Sunday After-
noon Concert Series  
St. George’s Anglican Church at Sibbald 
Point will again host the Lakeside Music 
Concert series—a popular musical soirée 
that features the musical talents of ac-
complished Canadian musicians.  
The first concert of the season will take 
place at the church on June 11 at 3:00 
p.m. and will feature two well known 
artists from the Toronto music scene: 
organist Stillman Matheson and soprano 
Jane McGillis.  
Next in the series will be “Popperetta”, a 
smorgasbord of vocal talent by Catherine 
and Terry Rooney. Catherine, a rising 
young soprano star and her father, a 
tenor, will perform on July 9. On August 
13, Daniel and Carey Domb combine 
their acclaimed cello and guitar skills to 
present ever popular show tunes, opera, 
folk and classical favourites. The series 
will conclude on September 24 with the 
Marion Singers, a 16-voice ensemble 
under the direction of Tony Browning. 
All concerts tickets are $12 each. For 
further information call (705) 437-2993. 
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Tennyson Tidbits 

Congratulations to Jim Winters from 
Georgina Island who turns 76 on June 11. 
Jim tells me he has been faithful to a new 
diet regime and has never felt better in his 
life. Go Jim!  
 
Another resident celebrating a birthday is 
Claudette Taylor who turned 60 on May 
25, 2006. Congratulations Claudette.  
 
Doug Marr sends his mother Nancy 
Marr of Udora a double whammy of 
congratulations for receiving her black 
belt in Taekwondo at a grading on May 
26 and on the occasion of her birthday on 
May 15. Way to go Nancy!  
 
Little Andersen O’Neill on Regent St. 
turns three on June 17. Happy Birthday 
Little Man!  
 
And also three, will be Hannah 
Hirstwood on Weir’s Sideroad who cele-
brates on June 18.  
 
Congratulations to Bill Hatton who will 
celebrate his 70th birthday on June 17.  

Birthday wishes also go out to Leah St. 
John who celebrated her 24th birthday on 
May 26. Leah is also to be congratulated 
on her graduation from the Business Ad-
ministration program at Loyalist College. 
Way to go girl! 
 
The community of Wilfrid will be bid-
ding adieu to Charlotte and Harvey 
Norton who have sold their farm to move 
closer to family in Goderich. A going 
away party will be held at the Wilfrid 
Hall on Friday, June 9.  
 
Our congratulations go out to Kallee-an 
Jakonen who will be married to Gord 
Robinson on June 10, 2006 in Am-
herstburg, Ontario. 
 
It is with great sadness and sorrow that 
we offer our sincere condolences to the 
family of Nick Nakeff, 85. On June 1, 
Mr. Nakeff succumbed to a medical con-
dition brought on by a motor vehicle ac-
cident he was involved in on Highway 48 
in May. Mr. Nakeff lived at Rixon Manor 
on Pete’s Lane and was known around 

the community for his harmonica playing. 
He is survived by his daughter Linda 
Nicolak, son George Nakeff and two 
grandchildren.  
 
Congratulations to Kat Leblanc and her 
husband Brett on the birth of their new 
daughter Lisa. Lisa was born on May 18 
and weighed 7 lbs. 2 oz. Kat is a dental 
assistant as the Pefferlaw Dental Centre.  
 
Happy Birthday to Susan Palmer who 
turns 58 on June 14. Cheers, Susan.  
 
And birthday greetings also go out to Ed 
Moore on Brook Cres., who turns 63 on 
July 1. 
 
Principal Steve Young is leaving Morn-
ing Glory Public School for Sutton Public 
School and Vice Principal Roxanne 
Hibbard is now Acting Principal.  Steve 
White from Deer Park Public School in 
Keswick has been named the new vice 
principal at MGPS. Congratulations and 
good luck to all.  
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The old mantra “Look Ma, No Cavities!” is 
no longer the exception to the rule it used to 
be—it is the norm. And as more and more 
people come away from their dentist ap-
pointment with a clean bill of oral health, 
more and more dentists take comfort in the 
knowledge that they have played a major 
role in changing the attitude of an entire 
generation toward its oral health and hy-
giene.   
According to Dr. Tom Copeland, a dentist 
at the Pefferlaw Dental Centre on 
Hastings Rd. in Pefferlaw, the 
trend toward improved oral health 
stems from the investment dental 
offices have made in promoting 
soft tissue management programs 
that teach patients how to care for 
their gums.   
“Today’s generation will have 
very few problems with their 
teeth,” he says. “They will become 
adults with all their teeth and will 
have less need for rehabilitation 
work.”  
Dr. Copeland says he is a member 
of an exceptional dental team at 
the Pefferlaw Dental Centre who 
take pride in being a partner in the 
oral health of the community it 
serves.   
“We want to provide Pefferlaw 
with the most up-to-date, progressive dental 
options available,” he said. “Meaning the 
big city won’t be the only place where peo-
ple can get all their dental needs taken care 
of.” 
The clinic was originally established in 
1979 and Pefferlaw’s first dentist, Dr. Han-
ser, continues to practice there with a con-
centrated focus on orthodontics.  
As a general dental practice, the clinic of-
fers a comprehensive list of dental proce-
dures and services but according to Dr. 
Copeland, the staff’s commitment to soft 

tissue management (periodontal therapy) 
will go a long way in creating a healthy 
community.  
“The management of gums and the preven-
tion of cavities are of equal importance,” 
Dr. Copeland said, but “there is more and 
more evidence between gum health and 
whole body health.” According to Dr. 
Copeland, studies showing a correlation 
between heart disease and gum disease and 
between heart attacks and gum disease is a 

powerful motivator when deciding to fol-
low a soft issue management program.  
“I am very proud of our people here. We 
are a small clinic and we are very patient-
friendly. We have a good relationship with 
our patients and we get a lot more response 
from them because they know we care 
about them and we put ourselves out for 
them,” he said.  “It is really gratifying to 
know we can make a real difference.” 
Dr. Copeland said other changes in den-
tistry and trends in the profession will also 

leave a positive legacy on the health and 
well-being of his patients.  
New and emerging technologies are provid-
ing better drugs for pain management, a 
vaccine for the prevention of gum disease 
and tooth decay and the use of lasers in soft 
tissue and filling procedures that will mini-
mize the need for freezing, he said.  
“Tooth decay is a much more minor issue 
than it used to be and gum disease will 
eventually go that way too,” Dr. Copeland 

said. “Dentists are one of the few 
professionals that are trying to put 
themselves out of business. 
Slowly and surely we will eradi-
cate most dental problems but it 
will not happen in my lifetime, I 
am sure,” he said. 
As a result, Dr. Copeland expects 
the increasing trend in cosmetic 
dentistry to replace the more tradi-
tional dental procedures as the 
primary treatment provided by 
dental professionals  in the future. 
“With a growing population of 
baby boomers who are experienc-
ing an improved quality of life, 
they will be requesting more cos-
metic procedures so they can 
maintain their healthy feeling with 
a healthy look,” he said.  
But for today, Dr. Copeland and 

his team are focusing on creating a positive 
environment for all of the clinic’s patients, 
but particularly the younger ones. “We 
want to create an attitude among these chil-
dren that they will carry with them for the 
rest of their lives,” Dr. Copeland said.  
“We make the experience the most positive 
it can be,” he said. “We treat the child with 
respect, teach them what we are doing and 
why and listen to what they are feeling. It 
takes more energy to create and maintain a 
positive environment for a child, but the 
effort is well worth it.”  

Left to right: Cheryl Lodwick, Tonya Oremerod, Dr. Tom 
Copeland, Denise Cormack, and Heather Payne make up 
the dental team specialists at the Pefferlaw Dental Centre. 
Missing is Kat Leblanc who is on maternity leave.  

 



8 

St. Anthony’s Church in Vir-
ginia will be hosting a Giant 
Garage Sale on Saturday, June 
10 starting at 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Proceeds will go toward 
church improvements.  
 
The 2nd Annual Catch the 
Spirit and Duck Race, spon-
sored by the Downtown Sut-
ton Merchants Association, 
will be held Saturday, June 24, 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The 
Duck Race will be held at 1:00 
p.m. at the bridge on High 
Street in Sutton. BBQ, live 
music, duck pond, clowns and 
crafters.  Contact Mary Schwab 
at (905) 722-4338 for details.  
 
The York County Bowmen 
invite youth 11 to 15 years of 
age to ioin the Sherwood For-
est Archery Day Camp. Two 
start dates: July 10 and August 
14. Contact Harry Godau (905) 
722-8504 or email: camp@ 
yorkcountrybowmen.com 
 
Come on out to the Wilfrid 
Village Festival on Saturday, 
June 24 for a fun time. Events 
include a Village Yard Sale, pie 
baking contest, face painting, a 
Country Jubilee, Raffle and Pot 
Luck Dinner. Contact Tracey at 
(705) 437-2405.  
 
The Georgina Arts Centre and 
Gallery in Sutton has a very 

comprehensive line-up of exhibi-
tions and summer art camp op-
portunities. Currently, an exhibit 
by Bruce Smith called “Man with 
a Dream” is on display and be-
ginning June 14, gallery visitors 
can view “Circling” an exhibi-
tion by Lesli Fisher. For a com-
plete list of the exhibits and art 
camps contact (905) 722-9587.  
 
Attention Golfers! The Lions 
Club is hosting a golf tourna-
ment at the Pines of Georgina 
on Saturday, June 24 to help 
raise money for Camp Kirk, a 
summer over-night camp facil-
ity for children with learning 
disabilities. Cost of the tourna-
ment is $175 per person or 
$700 per foursome and in-
cludes golf, cart, dinner and 
prizes. Please contact Lion 
Adam Jackson at (905) 476-
8472 or email: 
lionadamj@yahoo.ca  
 

The Udora-Leaskdale Lions 
Club is sponsoring a Benefit 
Dance for Andrea and Rene 
Stein, the couple that lost their 
wood-working business to fire. 
The dance will be held at the 
Udora Community Hall on 
Saturday, June 24, 2006 from 
8:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. Door 
prizes, silent auction and buf-
fet. The tickets are $20 and  can 
be purchased at Shaw Hard-
ware and the Udora General 
Store.  

 Coming Events 
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