June 10, 2016
Volume 12, Issue 11

Briars ready to write a new chapter for iconic heritage property
Although they are unsure what form the
next chapter of growth for the Briars Resort will take, the Sibbald family is excited
about the realm of all possibilities out
there.
They have announced they are looking for
an investor or a partner or even a partial
sale. And the option of an outright sale for
the entire Sibbald family holdings at the
Briars is also on the table.
As real estate properties go, it is probably
Georgina’s most valuable real estate offering—1,200 feet of prime Lake Simcoe lake
frontage, an award-winning 90-room resort, a contemporary spa, several guest
cottages on the lake and a private golf
course—all located on 200 acres of heritage property 10 minutes from the 404.
All of the amenities and features have been
listed with Collier International, a global
commercial real estate company specializing in high-end hotel and commercial
properties around the world.
The Briars Vice President Hugh Sibbald
said the hospitality industry cannot sit still
because the demands of both business clients and leisure travellers keep changing.
“They want bigger conference centres and
more connectivity. Laptops and the way
people meet today requires a lot of space,”
he said.
The last major upgrade to the resort was in
1989 and Mr. Sibbald said in order for the

resort to remain viable year-round the
Briars needs to step up its game.
“And that is what this is all about. We
need some new facilities, we need
new attractions for the public and it is
time to bring in some help for that.”
Other ideas that could transform the
face of the Briars may include an
entertainment venue to take the place
of the Red Barn, a craft brewery or
an expansion of the health, wellness
and fitness amenities. “We are opening the doors to look for new ideas,”
he said.
Certainly, given the property’s historic value to the community and the
family’s commitment to the ecological and environmental integrity of the
resort, Mr. Sibbald is hoping they
find the right person with the right
Vice President Hugh Sibbald (left) and family
fit.
matriarch and President of the Briars Resort,
“There is a local legacy here,” he
Barbara Sibbald (right), pose in front of the
said. “What Dad did with the stewPeacock House confident that the family’s deciardship role was he didn’t treat it like sion to put the resort in the hands of a global
a heavy weight. He treated it as a
commercial real estate firm will result in excitmotivator and something that would ing and new possibilities for the iconic Jackbe the cornerstone of the business.” son’s Point property.
Mr. Sibbald said the family’s respect
for the local community is also one
place that they aren’t left out of the procof the reasons they decided to announce
ess,” he said. “And you can’t do that if
their plans to open up negotiations.
“We wanted to make sure that if there was you are hiding under a rock.”
someone locally with a passion for this
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor
I am writing to respond to a
number of incorrect statements
about my position regarding the
cleanup of the Thane Smelter
made by Mr. Calnan.
Mr. Calnan makes a number of
false statements in your paper
about my position on his client’s proposal and my actions.
It is false for Mr. Calnan to
claim that I am opposed to his
proposal. I don’t know what it
is or if there is one. Mr. Calnan
has been dismissive of the efforts of three-and-a-half years
of multi-stakeholder study of
brownfields solutions. Mr. Calnan’s statements have attracted
criticism from some Georgina
residents. Mr. Calnan falsely
suggests in his editorial that I
am involved in this. I am not.
In any event, such comments
are part of a healthy public debate. No one has ever prevented
Mr. Calnan from making his
views on brownfields known to
the public.
To be clear, I have no position
on TPLC Holding’s proposal
and I am not against private
cleanups. I have had no involvement with his client’s proposal other than attending his
April 30th session with my lawyer for over an hour in good
faith and asking questions.
Unfortunately, Mr. Calnan
would not explain what his client’s proposal was. People
asked him again and again what
it was, and eventually became
frustrated and left. That was the
personal decision of each attendee. Instead of taking this feedback and presenting a more
detailed proposal, Mr. Calnan is
engaging in an inaccurate smear
campaign against his imagined
enemies. This serves as a convenient distraction from the
details of his own client’s proposal about which very few
tough questions are being asked
by our local media.
Mr. Calnan’s editorial on May
24 makes other false statements, including that my legal
case is funded by taxpayers.
My case is funded by me personally and a charitable organi-

zation, Ecojustice Canada.
I am not against private cleanups, and Mr. Calnan knows this.
I reviewed many such proposals
over the last decade, most of
which were abandoned by the
private developers, and not because of community opposition.
The need for a cleanup remains
and the multi-stakeholder committee recommended what it
felt was the best solution. The
removal of the waste is a solution supported by extensive
environmental study.
I look forward to learning the
specific technical details of
TPLC Holdings’ proposal
whenever Mr. Calnan and his
client disclose that information.
Once I have that information, I
will form an opinion and make
my views on it known. I remain
hopeful that the Ministry of the
Environment will require this
disclosure. In the meantime I
will not be bullied or baited by
Mr. Calnan into engaging further in this debate.
Debbie Gordon
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Septic system inspections ongoing
Residents with septic systems
that lie within 100 metres of
Lake Simcoe or a waterway
that flows into Lake Simcoe
can expect a visit from a Town
building inspector sometime
soon.
Georgina has identified property owners which meet the
inspection criteria and has notified them that Phase 1 of the
inspection will cost $113.00.
This phase involves an initial
site inspection to determine if
there are any signs of malfunction or failure or risk pertaining
to the safety of their system.
“If the inspector observes or
reports deficiencies or risks of
failure, the inspector may issue
an inspection report or an Order outlining the next step,” the
notice says. The cost to issue
an order for an identified deficiency or unsafe condition is
$339.00.
Depending on the severity of
the deficiencies identified,
property owners may be required to obtain a building permit and carry out remedial
work to correct the condition.
“The scope of work required
for a Phase 2 investigation will
be determined by the inspector
in consideration of the severity
of the matter,” owners were
told.
Landowners were advised to
contact the Town’s building
department and the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority prior to conducting any
remedial work on their own to

determine if a building permit
would be required.
Home owners may also contact
the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority to inquire
about eligibility requirements
for funding assistance for aged
or faulty sewage systems as
financial assistance may be
available through the Landowner Environmental Assistance Program.
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ATTENTION SENIORS
Are you….
 a senior over 65 or a person on disability at any age?
 living in York Region?
 living on a household income of less than $77,500?

If so, you may qualify for a Provincial Grant of $7,500 to upgrade
safety features in your home or to do other repairs.
For more information please call:

Omni Works Senior Services at (416) 419-8866.

Couple fights to stay in business
The owners of D.C. Marine Services, a marine sales, service
and storage business located on
Baseline Rd. in Sutton are prepared to fight city hall in an
effort to stay in business.
Penny and Doug Closs received
a notice from the Town of Georgina on April 25 telling them
they were in violation of zoning
by-law 500 which does not permit their use of the property.
The notice was sent in response
to a complaint the Town received against D.C. Marine.
The couple has operated their
Georgina business since 1992
and moved to their current location eight years ago. When they
purchased the property in 2009
they were told their on-going
marine services business would
be a “legal non-conforming use”
of the 13.5 acre parcel. According to Ms. Closs, the former
owner of J&B Bargain Barn
sold and stored used equipment
and retail items for years.
But the Georgina Director of
Planning Harold Lenters said
the property has a “site specific
zoning” of RU-79 which only
allows the sale of antique and
second hand goods and does not
permit storage. And according
to Mr. Lenters, only the sale of
antique and second hand goods
would support an argument for a
legal non-conforming use because the former owner’s storage activity was also illegal.
News of the zoning difficulties
the couple is facing has travelled throughout the community
and customers are lining up to
sign a petition supporting the

Closses’ request to have the
property rezoned. But according to Doug Closs they are up
against not just the Town of
Georgina but the Region of
York and the Province of Ontario as well since their property
lies within the Greenbelt and is
zoned ‘agricultural protected
land’.
Mr. Lenters believes governing
policies around agricultural land
use should provide some flexibility when agricultural lands,
such as the Closs property, have
never been used for agriculture
and never will be used for agriculture. He said he is working
with the Region of York to investigate the possibility of adding some flexibility into the
language of the Region’s Official Plan as it pertains to agricultural uses.
“But it will take some time,” he
said, adding, a temporary use by
-law would allow a use that
doesn’t conform to the zoning
and it would give the Closses’
breathing room while the rezoning process moves forward.
As a first step, the couple will
need to hire a planning consultant and will ask council to approve a “temporary use by-law”
while they look for a more permanent rezoning solution.
The Closses’ believe that if the
York Regional Police building
next door and the Region of
York’s new storage facility can
operate legally on land that is
considered “agricultural protected land” then their operation
should be given the same sitespecific consideration.
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Bake shop dispute heats up
A Jackson’s Point business
owner who wants to keep the
doors to her retail bake shop
on Lake Dr. open has come up
against a zoning violation
which she says is not relevant
to her business.
In August 2015 when Andrea
Ruth wanted to open the Blue
Bridge Bake Shop she reached
out to the Town to determine if
selling pre-baked goods from
her location in Jackson’s Point
was a conforming use for a
retail-zoned establishment.
“And they told me yes,” she
said and she received an email
confirming the Town’s position.
However, in addition to stocking her shop with pre-baked
goods outsourced from various
bakeries, Ms. Ruth intended to
incorporate the use of a portable convection oven to warm
up pre-baked frozen goods for
her customers.
And this was when, according
to the Town’s planning department, that Ms. Ruth ran afoul
of the retail zoning for the
property.
The Town contends Ms.
Ruth’s intended use of a convection oven is not permitted
as “retail” since the oven
would allow her to bake on
site. According to Town staff,
the zoning does not permit a
business “where bread and
pastry products are prepared
on the premises and sold or
offered for sale.”
“A convection oven is not just
for warming up food, it is also
for baking,” Georgina’s Direc-

tor of Planning Harold Lenters
said, adding, the current, site
specific retail zoning for the
property does not permit baking.
But Ms. Ruth stands by her
claim that the use of a convection oven is not baking. She
says she is merely attempting
to offer warmed prepared frozen goods for sale.
“I have not and will not be
baking and/or preparing goods
for sale,” she says.
According to Mr. Lenters, Ms.
Ruth can either apply to have
her property re-zoned or apply
for a minor variance.
Ms. Ruth believes the existence of the convection oven
and her intended use for it
does not violate the permitted
retail uses for her property and
she sees no need to apply for
any further planning amendments. “There is nothing in
there (zoning) that says you
can’t have an oven”.
She says both the Food Safety
Ontario guidelines and the
Community Health Services
for York Region consider her
business a retail operation and
as such, her shop was outfitted
to comply with their regulations for food handling.
She said the renovations to the
building, a freezer and other
improvements to meet the
Health Department’s regulations have cost over
$50,000.00.
“Even if I apply for a variance
it is not a given that I’m going
to get it,” she said, adding, she
is seeking legal advice.

Busy week for Georgina Fire department
Residents in the area of Sherie
Drive and Natanya Blvd. south
of Wexford Dr. to Carrick Ave.
in Keswick were asked to
evacuate their homes as a precaution on Wednesday morning, June 1 when a GFL garbage truck caught on fire.
Concerns over toxic smoke
emanating from the fire also
kept school children at W. J.
Watson Public School indoors
and area residents were asked
to keep all windows and doors
closed.
With support from the Georgina
Works Department, York Region EMS, York Regional Police and York Region Transit,
the Georgina Fire Department
was able to extinguish the fire
and contain the potentially
harmful run-off from reaching
the storm water sewers.
Chief Ron Jenkins said it is
believed the fire was the result
of a chemical reaction stemming from refuse inside the
truck and cautions residents to

dispose of their hazardous materials at designated depots.
On June 6, fire crews responded
to a truck fire at Hwy. 48 and
Ravenshoe Rd. to extinguish a a
Sysco transport truck carrying
foodstuffs.
Chief Jenkins said a mechanical
malfunction is believed to have
been the source of the fire and
both the truck and transport
trailer were completely destroyed and its cargo was lost as
a result of the fire.
Following that incident, the fire
department was called out to
the five-storey apartment complex at the corner of Church St.
and the Queensway in Keswick
to suppress a fire which had
started in a second story apartment.
While the incident is still under
investigation, Chief Jenkins
said no injuries were reported
although the building did sustain water damage from flooding when the sprinkler system
engaged.
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Dam operation concerns river resident
Janie Dickey and her family
live on the upper Black River
above the privately-owned dam
located in Baldwin.
Over the years Ms. Dickey has
noticed a significant change in
the populations and winter and
spring habits of migratory
birds and hibernating turtles.
And she believes the inconsistent operation of the Baldwin
dam—“the logs are taken out
too late and put in too late”—is
impacting the ecosystem above
the dam.
“There is definitely something
not right here. We used to have
several mallard and geese nesting in our area but even the one
pair of geese that was here, has
moved on.”
Ms. Dickey says she believes
the logs at the dam are removed too late in the fall causing turtles to misjudge the
depth they need to dig into the
river bottom to hibernate. With
no water on the river bed after
the turtles have hibernated, it
leaves them without the natural
cover they need to survive the
winter, she says.
In the spring, she says, when
the logs are put in too late, the
water floods out the nests of
migratory birds and the nests

of turtles that did survive.
According to a spokesperson
for the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry, concerns over the inconsistent
water levels above the Baldwin
dam have been raised over the
years and the Ministry has
taken steps to address the management of the dam.
“When we’ve received concerns, we’ve reached out to the
private owner to remind them
of their obligations to operate
the dam in accordance with its
operating rules,” Ms. Kate Jordan said. “To date, we have
not observed any evidence the
dam is causing adverse impacts
to the ecosystem. And, on multiple occasions, we’ve also
provided the private owner
with reminders about their operating rules and continuing to
operate as originally intended,”
she said.
Ms. Jordan said this upper
Black River wetland area, like
others, goes through high and
low water levels. It is a normal
process related to the time of
year and weather conditions
and she said turtles will adapt
and move through the watershed as needed to adjust to
changing water levels.

Charges laid following fraud
Investigators with the York
Regional Police Major Fraud
Unit have charged 42-year-old
Monique Dixon in connection
with a fraud against the Georgina Chamber of Commerce of
more than $20,000.00.
In January, officers with the
Fraud Unit began an investigation after receiving a report of
fraud against the Georgina
Chamber of Commerce by an
employee. Investigators determined that during the employee’s tenure a series of
fraudulent cheques and document forgeries began to occur.
This was discovered after an
internal audit was conducted.
In a statement from the Chair

of the Georgina Chamber of
Commerce, Robin Smith, she
said the Board has been very
active in the investigation and
pro-active in decisions to move
forward.
“We have taken this challenging circumstance as an opportunity to re-structure our office
and our strategic goals,” she
said, adding, “This continues
to be an active investigation
but trust we are monitoring its
progress and will provide details as they are released.”
The accused will be appearing
before the Ontario Court of
Justice in Newmarket on June
30, 2016.
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Tennyson Tidbits
We are sorry to hear that Kat Taylor,
owner and operator of the popular Kat’s
Gallery in Jackson’s Point,will be selling
her shop and moving to Montreal. We
received a note from one of Kat’s customers and he, like the rest of us, “will miss
her tremendously”. Ms. Taylor has operated her Gallery and Gift Shop for many
years during which time she has been instrumental in organizing the Perch Festival
and supporting the Jackson’s Point BIA
and various not-for-profit fundraising activities. Kat says it will be “business as
usual” until she receives a firm offer on
her shop.
She will be a huge loss to Jackson’s Point
and the entire Georgina community. We
wish her much luck and success in her
future endeavours. Thank you, Kat, for
your creativity and inspiration.
Our sincere condolences to the family and
friends of Barbara Langford, 85, who
passed away on June 1. Ms. Langford was
an active volunteer for many Georgina
organizations over the years and she will
be deeply missed.
Congratulations to Bev Turner and Correy
Clubley on the birth of their daughter, Izzabella Rose, on May 17.

imootn
The Town congratulates Children’s Youth
Services Librarian Joel Sutherland (left
centre) upon winning a Silver Birch Award
for his non-fiction book “Haunted Canada
5”.
Happy Birthday greetings go out to Andersen O’Neill when he celebrates his 13th
birthday on June 17.
Randy Sutton’s Mom sends her love and
best wishes as he celebrates his 50th birthday on June 7. Cheers, Randy.
The Virginia United Church community
will bid adieu to their minister Alex Constable and his family. Rev. Constable has
answered a call to Digby, Nova Scotia and
will be moving there at the end of June.
Best Wishes, Alex.

Georgina celebrates Military Day
The Georgina Military Museum on
Woodbine Ave. in
Keswick held its
Annual Military
Day event on Saturday, June 4.
The many vehicle,
equipment and
static displays on
the grounds and in
the museum buildings pay homage to
the men and women
of Canada’s Armed
Forces who have
participated in
many armed conflicts throughout
history.
Visitors were
treated to reenactments, demonstrations, video tutorials and equipment displays on
site.
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Last Issue: healing, mind, tedious
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Photos: (Left column Top Photo): Teagan Delaney blows bubbles
while waiting for the Alzheimer’s Walk to begin at the Briars on
June 4.
(Left Centre) Grade 3 Junior Firefighters and Poster Winners get
a ride in a miniaturized fire truck during the Region’s Junior Firefighter for a Day event held at the Sutton Arena on June 3. (Left
Bottom) The Central York Junior Firefighter team learns to tie
rope knots in one of the nine training stations.
(Right column Top Photo) Elbow room only at the Annual Suttonby-the-Lake fundraising yard sale on Sat. June 4.
(Right Centre) Gill Parente (left), Irene Warford (centre) and Annette Gillies (right) show off the bake table at the St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Keswick on June 4. (Right Bottom) The Pefferlaw
Lioness were host to the Purina Walk for Guide Dogs on Sat. May
28. A special ’Thank You’ goes out to the Kibble House for their
support and to the Sutton branch of the Bank of Montreal.
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(Left Column Top Photo)
Volunteers participate in the Forresters
-sponsorsed Port Bolster Hall Beautification event on June 5.
(Left Middle) Community and Sutton
Legion attend D-Day Memorial service
in Sutton.
(Left Bottom) Alex Edminston (left) and
Nancy Collins (right) from Glendon
Stables exhibit at Young at Heart event
on June 4.
(Right Column Top Photo) Dario Fasolino, 14, does a ‘Flair’ trick with his
scooter at the Youth-a-Palooza event
on June 4 at the Ice Palace and (Right
Centre) Kids attempt to dodge rotating
bats at Youth-a-Palooza.
(Right Bottom) The Beaverton Antique
Show held at the Arena on June 4 & 5.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Knox United Church is hosting a Four Men
Sing concert on June 10 at 7:30 pm. $20.

night away to the music of the big band era at 1 from 8:30—11:00 am at the East Gwillimthe Pefferlaw Hall on Sat. June 18. $30 pp.
bury Sports Complex.

Meet at the Sutton Dam Parkette and take a
Virginia United Church is hosting the Celtic,
stroll along historic downtown Sutton on Sat. gospel and folk music of Bon Accord on
June 11 at 11:00 am for a walking tour by the June 18 at 7:00 pm. Free will donation.
Georgina Historical Society. It’s FREE!
A Celebration of Life for Susan (Hales) FosThe Cannington Lawn Bowling Club is host- ter will be held at the Port Bolster Hall at
ing a bake/yard sale on Sat. June 11 from
1:00 pm on June 18.
8:00 am to 1:00 pm. Call (705) 426-4394.
Junior gardener-entrepreneurs are invited to
The GAC will host the Made In Georgina
the Georgina Pioneer Village on Sat. June 18
finalist showcase on Sat. June 11 at 7:00 pm. at 9:00 am to help get their gardens started.
Hear the Emerging Musicians & their music.
The June 21 General Meeting for the GeorThe Lake House Tour in support of the Geor- gina Historical Society will be held at the
gina Food Pantry is June 11. Call (905) 596- Georgina Pioneer Village at 7:00 pm to dis0557 for tickets.
cuss and displays of the 1885 Riel Rebellion.
The Nourish Community Hub at 16 York St.
in Cannington has a number of upcoming
events: June 14—Flower Sugar Cooking
Demonstration (7-9pm); June 16—Bountiful
Basket Pick-up (11am-1pm); June 17—Zen
Doodling Art Social (7-9pm) For information
call (705)432-2444.

Don’t forget the Sunkist Beach Association
Yard Sale & BBQ on Sat. June 25. To prebook at table call (705) 437-1360.
The Pefferlaw Fire Fighters' Association will
be hosting their annual fundraising Car Wash
on Saturday June 25 at the Pefferlaw Fire
Hall from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.

Take in the Red Barn Concert Series on Sun.
June 12 at the Jackson’s Pt. Parkette 12-7pm. The Wilfrid Village Festival will start with a
Pancake Breakfast at 8:00 am on Sat. June 25
Open Garden Sunday on June 12 from 4:00
plus a Strawberry Social.
to 6:00 pm at 379A Bourchier St. Loretto
Maryholme in Roches Point.
Go to the Pioneer Village on June 25 & 26
for Civil War Weekend from 10am-4pm.
The Georgina Brock Garden Club will present Paul Laporte during its Flower and
Get set for Music in the Streets in Keswick
Vegetable Show on Mon. June 13 at 7:00pm. on Sat. June 25 for a
The Darkness to Light Conference, a profes- rocking good time
with music students,
sional development event on healing with a
local bands and artists.
focus on Indigenous Engagement Strategy,
will take place at the Link on June 15 & 16 at
Disco Night at the
9:00 am.
Sutton Legion on June
Call Lynne Lester at (705) 426-7647 to sign 25 at 8:00 pm. Prizes
up for the Beaverton Curling Club’s Annual for best costume.
Beef BBQ and Silent Auction on Sat. June
Residents of York
18 at 6:00 pm.
Simcoe are invited to
Find a treasure and support a great cause by join Peter Van Loan
attending a garage sale on June 18 at 27 Al- for his Olde Fashioned
len Dr. in Sutton. All proceeds will support
Dominion Day PanMillion Dollar Smiles.
cake Breakfast on July
Knox United Church invites you to dance the

The Grand Opening of the Georgina Farmers’ Market at the Link starts Sun. July 3 at
9:00 am to 3:00 pm and will run every Sunday throughout the season.

NOTICE
BOARD MEMBERS WANTED

The Georgina Historical Society is seeking local participation for its
volunteer Board of Directors.
We're looking for dedicated and conscientious volunteer board members to lead
and strengthen our organization and heritage programming. If you can contribute
your time and creativity and are interested in exploring this opportunity, please
contact President, Karen Wolfe at (705)
437-1216 or email:
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca to find out
whether this volunteer opportunity is right
for you.

Classifieds
FOR RENT—One bedroom apartment
for rent at 89 High Street in Sutton. No
pets, no smoking. Call (905) 7223640.
FOR SALE—Upright Bell Piano. Free if
you move it. (905) 722-3869 or 5502.

