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Be Bear Wise...Residents report several bear sightings in Pefferlaw
Whether or not it is the same bear or a different one is hard to determine but several
residents have reported numerous bear
sightings throughout the village of Pefferlaw this season.
Ivan Foster, a resident on Morning Glory
Road has been visited by a black bear at
least four times this year and has set up
two trail cameras to capture their activity.
“This is the fourth one captured on the trail
camera, or maybe the same bear four
times, no way to know for sure. So far they
have behaved themselves,” Mr. Foster
said.
A resident on Pefferlaw Road also reported
seeing a bear of similar size and two reports came from Station Rd. and one on
Forestry Dr.

A spokesperson at the Ministry of
Natural Resources in Aurora says
black bears at this time of year are
foraging for food and are not normally aggressive toward humans.
“They normally take off because they
don’t like people,” said John Almond, an MNR Resource Operations
Supervisor.
Mr. Almond offered a number of tips
for residents to help them discourage
food foraging by black bears.
1. Remove bird feeders 2. properly
secure and store garbage 3. clean
greasy BBQs 4. do not put sweets in Photo taken by Ivan Foster at his home on Morncomposter. Additional measures are ing Glory Rd. near Weir’s Sideroad. Numerous
also listed on the Bear Wise website residents have reported bear sightings throughout
Pefferlaw this season.
at www.ontario.ca/bearwise

Margaret Quirk enters race for Mayor in upcoming municipal vote
A 16 year veteran
of Georgina council, Margaret
Quirk (formerly
Margaret Jordan)
has filed her
nomination papers
at the Civic Centre and registered
her plans to run
for mayor in the

October 27 municipal election.
“Many people have approached me over
the past several months asking me to run
for mayor,” Ms. Quirk said. “After much
consideration and with the support of my
family and friends I have decided to seek
the position of mayor of the Town of
Georgina on October 27.” \
Ms. Quirk has been a resident since 1983,
is a former Keswick business owner and
represented the constituents of Ward 1 in

Keswick from 1994 to 2010.
“I will outline my platform later this summer after listening to what residents, young
and old, newcomers and long-time residents, seasonal and full-time, have to say
about the challenges facing Georgina and
the direction they want to see our town
take,” Ms. Quirk said. “My goal is to listen
to what people have to say and work with
them in a public process to shape the future of Georgina together.”
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Don’t forget to cast your ballot...
With the provincial election
only two days away I am hoping Georgina residents have
done their homework and are
ready to go to the polls to make
an informed decision on who
they want to represent them at
Queen’s Park.
For me, one of the best venues
which helped me make an informed decision was the allcandidates debate at the
Stephen Leacock Centre in
Keswick on June 2.
It not only gave the candidates
an opportunity to explain the
differences in their platforms
when presented with the same
question, it gave them an opportunity to challenge each
other’s statements which resulted in a healthy and lively
debate.
But I was a little disappointed
at the turnout. I was expecting a
standing-room-only crowd but
there seemed to be fewer than
100 people there. And judging
from the crowd reaction, a lot
of the attendees were there to
provide support for their favourite candidate.
Believe me when I say that I
completely understand why the
Ontario electorate is lethargic
when it comes to elections—
they have been burned over and
over again by broken promises
and ne’er-do-well politicians.
But that excuse does not sit
well with me at all. Casting
your vote is your civic responsibility—it is a right which
many people have died to protect. You not only owe it to
yourself to participate but you
owe it to their memory and
their sacrifice. It is the very
least you can do.
The importance of this election
cannot be overstated. I think
Ontario is finally on the brink
of moving back into its historical position as a “have” province. And the issues of the
economy, job opportunities,
healthcare, electricity rates,
accountability and the environment have all risen to the top of
the priority list in the minds of

citizens.
I invite you to identify the issues which resonate most with
you and take a look at which
party and/or candidate has a
platform in keeping with your
own thinking.
There is an interesting website
at www.votecompass.com — it
is an on-line democratic engagement tool which allows
you to see which of the parties
running in this election are
most aligned with your attitudes around many of the issues. The software calculates
your answers to approximately
30 questions concerning health
care, social programs, taxes and
education to name a few. At the
end of the questionnaire it presents a graph showing where
you are in relation to the platforms of the Conservatives,
Green Party, Liberals and NDP.
It’s cool and I encourage you to
give it a try—either just for the
fun of it or perhaps it could
give you some insight if you are
still not sure how to vote.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Udora residents agree speeding is
still an issue in town
During a town hall meeting at
the Udora Hall on May 27, residents voiced their concerns over
the dangerous speeds reached by
drivers along Victoria Rd. 1 and
Ravenshoe Sideroad.
The meeting was called to address the impact on residents of
the demolition and new construction of two bridges on
Ravenhshoe Rd.—one on the

heavy trucks ignoring the halfload restrictions were raised.
Resident after resident voiced
concerns over speeding drivers
and offered traffic calming suggestions to Nelson Costa, Manager of Traffic Safety for York
Region, who was addressing the
crowd.
One resident suggested reducing
the speed through town to 40

Udora residents meet to discuss York Region’s plan to rebuild
two bridges in their community and raise concerns over speeding and heavy truck traffic.
east and one on the west side of
Victoria Rd.
Residents heard that Ravenshoe
Rd. would be closed in large part
between June and November of
this year. Detour signs will direct motorists to use Weir’s
Sideroad and Old Shiloh Rd. as
they drive in and out of Udora
during construction.
Most residents seemed content
with the measures York Region
says they will use to reduce
noise and mitigate disruption
during the construction.
However, the discussion quickly
shifted gears when the subjects
of speeding and complaints of

km/h from the 50 km/h which is
currently posted. Another
thought converting the community into a Community Safety
Zone with reduced speeds and
doubled fines would be helpful
in addressing the problem.
Mr. Costa said he is monitoring
the speeds via data coming in
from two speed boards recently
installed on Victoria Rd. He said
once the data has been evaluated
and assessed a report will be
generated and the results shared.
“To introduce change in behaviour we need to see the base
conditions,” Mr. Costa said.

3

4

5

Twenty contestants try out for Idol spot
Facing a field of 20 talented young people, judges were charged with selecting
ten finalists during the Georgina Idol
auditions at the Stephen Leacock Centre
on Sunday, June 8.
The top 10 finalists will compete on the
opening night of the Sutton Fair in August for the right to be named the 2014
Georgina Idol and a prize of $1,000.00.
Judges Tammi Roberts, Heather Fullerton and Dave Woods critiqued the singing performances of contestants and
scored them on pitch/intonation, timing/
breath control, diction/clarity, stage presence and choice of material during the
auditions.
This is the eleventh edition of the contest
and although registrations for the event
were lower this year, the high calibre of
talent was not in question.
Contestants will be notified at a later date
on whether or not they will move forward in the competition.
Photos (Top right): Ossinia Browne, 14;
Katie Fuentes, 17; (Bottom Left) Claudia
Morgan, 17; and (Bottom Right) Jayme
Lynn Reed, 17.
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Pefferlaw Lioness raise $3,400 to support Guide Dog program
Close to 20 participants and their canine
friends joined the Pefferlaw Lioness in a
dog walk that raised over $3,400.00.
The monies will be used to support the
Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides
program which trains and provides guide
dogs for the people who are visually impaired, hard of hearing or deaf and those
who have medical and physical disabilities.
The Pefferlaw Purina Walk for Dog
Guides was one of 200 walks held across
Canada and has helped to raise $10 million
for the program.
It costs $25,000 to train and place a Dog
Guide and 100 per cent of the funds raised
from the walk will go toward providing
dog guides to Canadians in need.
“We are truly grateful for the support from
communities like Pefferlaw,” said Sandy
Turney, Executive Director of the Lions
Foundation of Canada Dog Guides. “As
our largest annual fundraiser, the Walk

goes a along
way in helping
provide Dog
Guides at no
cost.”
Canada Dog
Guides offer six
programs for
Canadians with
disabilities—
Canine Vision
Dog Guides;
Hearing Ear
Dog Guides;
Service Dog
Guides; Seizure
Response Dog
Guides; Autism
Assistance Dog
Guides and Diabetic Alert Dog
Guides.

It was a beautiful day for a walk with “man’s best friend” on May 24
and more than 20 participants in Pefferlaw helped to raise more than
$3,400 in support of the Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides.
The walk was sponsored by Purina PetCare, Fido and WestJet and
walkers were given a chance to win a $500 gift card, a year’s supply
of pet food and two tickets to anywhere WestJet flies.

Who is running and who isn’t in the Georgina municipal election
To date, the slate of candidates running for
a seat on Georgina council in the next municipal election is beginning to fill in.
Hot on the heels of Ward 3 Councillor
Dave Szollosy’s announcement that he
would not seek re-election in his ward,
Norman Ronka from Keswick has thrown
his hat into the ring for that seat.
When Councillor Szollosy advised council
on May 28 of his decision to vacate the
seat due to his election as president of his
local union, Mr. Szollosy endorsed fellow
union activist Dave Neeson who moved to
the Willow Beach area two years ago.
As of this writing, Mr. Neeson had not
filed his nomination papers but says his
vision is to ensure good, responsible gov-

Oriented

ernance that protects, invests and preserves
the local environment and natural resources in addition to advancing the Keswick Business Park and recreational needs
initiatives.
So far, this is what the field looks like:
In Ward 1, incumbent Naomi Davison will
be seeking re-election; in Ward 2, Councillor Phil Craig has announced his intention
to run again; in Ward 4, long-time Councillor Ken Hackenbrook has announced
that he will leave politics at the end of this
term and three nominees have filed to represent constituents there—John McLean,
Michael Phillips and Frank Sebo.
In Ward 5, incumbent Brad Smockum has
filed his nomination papers for re-election

and will face off against newcomers Jim
Keenan and David Harding.
Long-time Regional Councillor Danny
Wheeler will seek re-election and so far
there have been no other nominations for
that seat.
Margaret Quirk (formerly Margaret Jordan
and former Ward 1 Councillor) has announced that she will run as a mayoralty
candidate (see story on page 1).
And Mayor Rob Grossi has told the Pefferlaw Post he intends to run again although
he won’t be filing his nomination papers
until after a pre-taped segment of “Civic
Centred” on Rogers TV has been aired
after which he says, “There will be plenty
of time to campaign.”

Georgina Military Day honours all
military personnel
Georgina’s annual salute to
those who have served and
are serving in Canada’s military kicked off on Saturday,
May 24 at the Military Mu-

seum. Attendees were able to
inspect military equipment
used in wars dating back to
the American Civil War.

Photo above:
Joshua Norman,
12, from Newmarket is given
a demonstration
of weaponry on
a military vehicle by Kirk St.
John of the
Queen’s York
Rangers.
Photo Left:
American Civil
War re-enactors
travel by horseback from training exercises at
the Georgina
Pioneer Village
to the Georgina
Military Museum.
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Wilf Tamblyn
celebrated his
80th birthday
with family
and friends at
a celebration
at the Cannington Legion
on Sunday,
May 25.
Wilf greeted
hundreds of
visitors and
well wishers
during the
event. Cheers,
Wilf!!!
Photo Left: Dave Williams
zeroes in for a ringer at the
Horseshoe Tournament and
Natalie Oliveira (photo
right) sets up to get a bullseye at the Darts event held
at the Sutton Legion on May
24.
The Darts and Horseshoe
fundraiser, sponsored by the
Beer Store, was held to support research for leukemia.

This derring-do youth shows off his skill
with his scooter at the “Bowl” during the
Youth-a-Palooza event held at the Georgina Ice Palace on Saturday, June 7.
William Currie, above, demonstrates a
Kickliss move and below, Jeff Hipson
takes his scooter through a Tail Whip in
the Middle move.
The Youth-a-Palooza event is hosted by
the Town of Georgina and invites not-forprofit organizations and vendors to display their programming and goods.

Dressed in their walking best, this group of energetic participants is all ready to set off on the
Alzheimer Society’s Walk for Memories held at the Briars Resort on Saturday, June 7. The
walk raises money to support victims and their families. Volunteers were delighted when
early results suggested they had met their fundraising target of $10,000.00. Way to go Georgina!
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Members of the Pefferlaw Firefighters’ Association were busy on May 24 when they took to
the hoses to raise money conducting a car wash. Monies raised will be used to support local
initiatives and improvements.

Audrey Whitcombe sent this photo to us of
the unveiling of a plaque to commemorate
the opening of the Outdoor Classroom at
Sutton Public School on Baseline Rd.
The plaque recognizes the support of the
community and local businesses which
helped former teacher and project leader
Rob Lawrence create the space which has
been planted with indigenous trees and
rock formations.
Above, Principal Roxanne Hibberd
(centre) unveils the plaque and explains
the role of the Outdoor Classroom in education.

Photo left and above: Attendees participating in the
First Nations Cultural Awareness Day at the Georgina Arts Centre on June 7 were treated to an explosion of colour, drumming and dance as First
Nations members performed several traditional and
ceremonial dances. The Pow Wow also invited visitors to browse among vendors selling handmade
native crafts and art.

It is that time of year again
when Georgina hosts a
plethora of yard sales and
vendor shows.
Left: Attendees at the
June 7 Young at Heart
event in Keswick.
Right: A huge crowd mills
through items offered at
the Sutton-by-the-Lake
garage and yard sale.
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Maskinonge River Recovery Project

Friends of the Maskinonge River subwatershed took up
their shovels on May 31 to help plant 400 trees and shrubs
along a tributary of the Maskinonge. Part of the Maskinonge River Recovery Project supported by the Lake Simcoe Georgian Bay Clean-Up Fund, the plantings will offer
a natural buffer zone to help reduce harmful nutrients
from going into the river.
Pictured above from left to right are: Lorrie Mackness,
Virginia Hackson, Danny Wheeler, Debbie Gordon, Dave
Szeptki, Joe Hackson and Andee Pelan.

Not-for-profits benefit from jobs program
Georgina’s not-for-profit sector
got a boost in support recently
when MP Peter Van Loan announced funding for the hiring
of summer students.
“This grant helps local nonprofit organizations in hiring
summer students. Students receive important work experience while contributing in a
positive way to the local community,” Mr. Van Loan said.
Local groups that were approved under the program included the Georgina Historical
Society, the South Lake Simcoe
Naturalists Society, the Georgina Training Centre, the Georgina Arts Centre, Jericho Youth
Group and Loretto Maryholme
Retreat.
“We are investing in our youth

and helping them to find jobs
that contribute to the community,” Mr. Van Loan said. “The
experience will give them skills
and a track record to build success in the future.”
This year the Canada Summer
Jobs program will provide
funding for 60 students in the
York Simcoe area. Young people aged 15 to 30 years who are
full-time students intending to
return to their studies in the
following school year are eligible for the program.
“The opportunities created by
Canada Summer Jobs help students gain the skills and experience they need to be successful,
now and in the future, while
earning money for the upcoming year,” said Mr. Van Loan.

(Left to Right) Paul Harpley (Naturalists), Karen Wolfe
(Historical Society), Jennifer Button (Training Centre), MP
Peter Van Loan, Heather Fullerton (Arts Centre), Susan Gorman (Jericho) and Mary Mallany (Loretto Maryholme) were
all in attendance for the Canada Summer Jobs announcement.
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Udora Lions new executive

The Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club installed its new
executive on Monday, June 2 for the 2014 and 2015 Lions year.
Photo: Front Row left to right: Byron Taylor, President;
Carol Anne Clifton, Secretary; Larry Emo, First Vice
President; Lloyd Clifton, Induction Officer and District
Governor; David Minns, Tail Twister; Ian Hughes, Director; Russ Burton, Lion Tamer; Carrie Clifton
(kneeling), Third Vice President.
Back Row left to right: Bob Horner, Past President; Pat
Aprile, Treasurer; Chris Brunne, Second Vice President; David Paul, Membership Chairperson. Missing
from the photo are Directors David Tomkinson and
David Radford.

Jennifer Barr reviews Zinio collaboration
A new collaboration has resulted in
Georgina Public Libraries offering
free online magazines for members. Zinio is an online magazine
collection that allows library members free access to their favourite
magazines. There are no holds and
no limit to the number of magazines you can download. Best part
— it stays on your account as long
as you want. Your library card
number is used to sign up for two
accounts. Step 1, you must create a
Library Zinio Collection account
which is located on the York Simcoe Library Consortium site and
then create a free Zinio.com account. These step by step instructions are located at the bottom of
the home page of the Georgina
Library website at
www.georginalibrary.ca.
There are over 50 magazine selections—everything from Canadian
Living to National Geographic to
Vegetarian Times—which are part
of the Zinio packaged deal. There
is a magazine virtually for everyone.
The collection may change later on
once library staff determine what

publications are in demand. Zinio
also has a read-only app for computers, tablets, or mobile devices
for easy access to the magazines.
An awesome function, which automatically updates the newest issue
to your account and trashes the old
ones after 90 days is also included.
There are some negatives to the
collaboration. First, members have
to keep going to the ‘Step 1’ account website (York Simcoe Library Consortium site) to browse
for free magazines. And the link
isn’t an easy one to remember.
Best to keep it bookmarked on
your computer so it’s easy to get
back to when you want a new read.
Also, depending on the size of the
magazines you want to read, it
could take a few minutes to
download the entire publication.
However, these negatives are easy
to overlook given it’s a free service. This offers card holders the
opportunity to read magazines
online, anywhere, anytime.
This is a great addition to Georgina’s library e-services.

/out of 5 stars

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Tennyson Tidbits

 Life Insurance

Here is your chance to be on
TV. Rogers Georgina is filming a new series at the Georgina Pioneer Village on Monday, June 16 and they are looking for some audience participation for the show. Angel
Morgan, a psychic who says
she works with guides, guardians, angels and archangels to
connect with spirits to provide
guidance and healing, will host
the new show called Raising
Energy.
“I will be bringing messages
through and taking questions
from audience members in this
one-hour show,” Ms. Morgan
says. “I will be connecting to
loved ones, pets, angels guides
and more.”
The taping takes place on June
16 and you can sign up for the
shoot at rogerstv.com/
raisingenergy

4678 or email her at
gail_lenters@timelineinc.ca

Thank you to the Lake Simcoe
Garden Club who helped clean
up a stretch of Lake Dr. N. in
Keswick. Pictured are Nancy
Serrick and Diane Ingersoll
who were part of the clean-up
crew.

Do you want the Mosquito
Control Program to include
Udora and the surrounding
Word comes to us from Gail
Lenters telling us that the ani- area? Then come out to an
mal refuge, Shades of Hope in information and action meeting at the Udora Hall on MonPefferlaw, is bursting at the
day, June 9 at 7:00 pm. Inforseams with animals in need.
mation on the program and
“We currently have over 200
birds and mammals in care and how to organize a petition will
we are barely coping because be discussed.
we don’t have enough hands to Happy Birthday greetings go
meet the demand.” So if you
out to Andersen O’Neill who
are willing to commit to com- turns 10 on June 17. Cheers,
ing on a specific day and time kiddo!
every week to clean out cages,
feed birds, squirrels, do laun- And, I would like to wish my
dry and help build new cages, Dad, Monroe Wolfe, a very
Happy Father’s Day.
please call Gail at (416) 757-
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Pefferlaw WWII veteran remembers his D-Day experience
For John Dallimore, deciding to join the
war effort in 1941 was not a difficult decision. He had come from a family of military men and it was almost expected that
John would do his part when the time came.
He signed up at a recruiting office at the
Canadian National Exhibition fairgrounds
and was assigned to the 4th Canadian Division of the 5th Canadian Anti-Tank Regiment which was attached to the 3rd AntiTank Battery. After finishing his basic
training at a military camp in Petawawa,
John joined hundreds of Canadian soldiers
who had received their orders to ship out to
the United Kingdom.
Here he undertook training exercises at the
Aldershot military camp until his company
received its June D-Day orders. As part of
the allied attack on the beaches of Normandy which began on June 6, 1944, John
and his unit followed the assault troops in
with auxiliary equipment which included
towed 17-pounder anti-tank guns for which
John was a gunner.
“We landed in a blaze of anti-aircraft fire
and we were in action from the time we
landed until we finished up,” John said.
According to many who witnessed the six
days from June 7 to June 12, it was a story

of almost satanic horror and stunning valour.
The Normandy campaign lasted for three
fierce and violent months as Canadian and
British troops marched onward to advance
the allied bridgehead through Caen and
Falaise. These were strategic military victories that delivered a crushing blow to the
German army and John and his unit were at
the front lines all the way.
“It was quite a battle,” John said. “We went
through days of bitter, bloody fighting and
the bombs felt like miniature earthquakes.”
Ten months later, after the liberation of
Holland at exactly 0800 hours on May 5,
1945, “a dramatic order came over our radios,” John said. “The order was CEASE
FIRE and it was repeated three times. We
were in Germany with our guns in position
and all of a sudden, we got the cease fire. It
was hard to believe it was finished.”
After five and a half years of hard-fought
service to his country, John received his
discharge as a decorated soldier in June
1945. His decorations for his contributions
include a 3945 Star service award, a France
and Germany Star and a Defence Medal.
(Editor’s Note: This story appeared in the
November 10, 2005 edition of the Pefferlaw

Eaglewood Festival to morph into a
different shape in 2014
The “Friends of Eaglewood
Gathering” is the new moniker
being used to describe the
event previously known as the
Eaglewood Folk Festival.
According to organizer Denise
Sheedy, this year’s event will
be a toned down version of
previous festivals with a new
venue, no gate sales and a oneday program compared to the
traditional three-day event.
Ms. Sheedy says with the
Eaglewood property up for sale
on Morning Glory Rd. the
board of directors decided to
move the event to Living Landscapes at 7130 Old Homestead
Rd. They will offer only 180
tickets that will be pre-sold to
contacts on their email list.
With the change in venue, she
said the timing was right to regroup and set a new vision for
the event and consider this year
a year of transition.

“I see this as a re-grouping and
it is a re-branding and a reenergizing,” Ms. Sheedy said.
“Things are changing but there
is still a lot of love and support
for the event and whether it is
called the Eaglewood Folk Festival or some other thing we
come up with, there will still be
a core group that will want to
get together and do it.”
This year also takes the event
to its 25-year milestone and
that is another reason for the
more intimate and scaled-down
version.
“It is a one-day festival and we
are creating it more like a reunion and the coming together of
the people who are loyal to
Eaglewood and who love the
vibe,” said Ms. Sheedy.
She said after this event, the
board will make a decision on
how the festival will move forward and the shape it will take.

John Dallimore—Pefferlaw
Rank: Gunner
Unit: 5th Canadian Anti-Tank Regiment
Post along with interviews of two other Pefferlaw veterans of WWII who are no longer
with us. In recognition of the 70th Anniversary of D-Day it is being reprinted in his
honour and in the honour of all those who
served in that terrible conflict. Mr. Dallimore
is now 94 years of age and continues to be an
honoured and respected member of the Pefferlaw community. KW)
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Virginia Beach residents petition
council to remove no parking signs
Nearly every resident on Virginia Blvd. in the Virginia Beach
area has signed a petition asking
council to remove unwanted “no
parking” signs.
According to Ward 5 Councillor
Brad Smockum the Town recently erected 60 signs in front
of the 70 homes affected on Virginia Blvd.
“That is almost one sign for
every home,” Mr. Smockum
said.
The signs were erected to reinforce the Town’s ‘no parking’
by-laws which staff has been
investigating recently to prohibit
park visitors from avoiding the
‘park and pay’ machines at
Georgina beaches.
But Mr. Smockum said “there
are no public beaches in Virginia.”
Council received the petition at
their June 4 meeting and debated
the parking restrictions at Vir-

ginia Beach and ultimately decided to remove some of the
offending signs immediately and
wait for staff to come back with
new recommendations.
According to the petition signed
by residents, signage was conducted without their knowledge
or input.
“We, the taxpaying residents of
Virginia Blvd. are strongly opposed to the parking signs you
have erected on our street. Not
only were we not advised of said
change, we had no input whatsoever. The 50 or more signs are
not only overkill but a huge eyesore to our once beautiful country road.”
The petition went on to ask, “Is
the Town now dictating that we
cannot have family, friends,
workers etc. park on the street?”
Staff suggested a new report
with recommendations could
come back to council in July.

Golfers driving for training
Golfers filled the course at the Briars
Golf Club on Wednesday, June 4 in
support of the Georgina Training Centre. Monies raised at this, the 4th Annual event, helps to provide programming for skills training at the Centre
for Georgina youth and adults.
Below, a foursome gets ready to tee off
for a fun-filled day.

Above: Long-time
member of the GTTI
Board of Directors,
Mike Baskerville,
show his form while
practicing his drive
technique. Mr. Baskerville recently announced his retirement from the Board
of Directors.
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Sail Ho! Sail Georgina sets up rigging for a new season
Considered by some to be the best kept
secret in town, if not Lake Simcoe, Sail
Georgina offers a unique combination of
benefits for their members in addition to
programming that is offered to the public.
The modest beginnings for this club began
in 1983 when they had 12 members and
operated out of the now defunct De La
Salle Harbour. According to charter member and past Commodore Jim Reeves, the
club was formed from a desire to find a
suitable location on Lake Simcoe to train
and conduct racing regattas.
In 1999 the club moved to Jackson’s Point
Harbour and today it is home to more than
30 sailing vessels and their families. The
club executive meets regularly and plans
the season’s activities which include their
ever-popular racing schedule and social
activities for members.
But, what has set them apart from the standard “yacht club” moniker is their mandate
to extend the sailing experience to the public and today’s youth.
The club provides three 16 ft. sailing dinghies for use in two separate programs—
Community Sail and a CANSail Training
school.
The sailing school is open to youngsters
between the ages of 10 and 14 and for
$295.00 certified training staff will instruct
students in the sport of sailing for one
week.
The Sail Georgina sailing school is taught
using boats provided for this purpose by
the Ontario Sailing Association (OSA).
OSA certified instructors will first teach
the theory on land and then the participants
will take to the water and sail for themselves while the instructors follow (and
teach) from a coach boat.
Roy Ham, the Director of Sail Training for
the club, said the school started 27 years
ago and over the years has introduced the

sport to students who
have since gone on to
purchase their own boats
and become club members.
He says young graduates
of the school’s sailing
program receive a CANSail 1 certificate. “And
they can go on to CANSail 2,” he said.
Dinghy Fleet Captain,
Reg Blanchard said the
Community Sail program provides an opportunity for the public to
Four members of Sail Georgina launch one of three sailing
use the boats whenever dinghies the club owns to teach Georgina youth how to sail.
they want when the boats It is also available to the public on a rental basis. Left to
are not in use by the
right are: Roy Ham, Hessel Pape, Mrs. Pape and Reg
school.
Blanchard, the Dinghy Fleet Captain.
“It is an affordable way
for people to get out sailing,” Mr. Blanch- available at Jackson’s Point Harbour from
the Town of Georgina and manages the
ard said. “The membership is $130 and
that gives you access to the boats all sum- harbour on behalf of the Town.
The slips are leased to the senior members
mer long.”
He said the Community Sail program was of the club whose names are put into a
a natural progression of the club’s sailing lottery.
school eight years ago and is a gesture on One of the main reasons the club was
formed 27 years ago was to provide its
the part of the club to open up the sailing
members with racing opportunities where
experience to the community.
“Part of the club’s objective is to promote they could hone their sailing skills and
enjoy the thrill of competition on the open
sailing and the Community Sail program
was born out of the sailing school because water. As a result, the club has a permathe boats were there and when they are not nent, Coast Guard-approved race course
laid out approximately one mile north of
being used by the school, we make them
available to community members,” he said. Jacksons Point Harbour.
“It is not a big investment and I will show Today, the senior sailors of the club paryou how to sail and once you are confident ticipate in as many as 20 races throughout
the season that involve competitions with
enough, you can go solo.”
other clubs around the lake and among
The Community Sail fee also gives users
the opportunity to participate in the club’s each other.
“We have a saying that says when you are
social activities and voting rights at Sail
on your boat, you are where you want to
Georgina general meetings.
be,” said Mr. Ham.
Sail Georgina leases 30 of the 64 slips

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements

Community Living Keswick is having an art 12:00 pm. Hike starts at 1:00 pm and ends
exhibition at the Georgina Art Centre from
with a BBQ at the Pioneer Village. Go to
May 31 to June 30. You’re invited to drop in. www.hospicegeorgina.ca for more details.
Adventure in South Africa is the topic club
members of the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists, Carol McDermott and Pat Stanojevic
will discuss at the next meeting on Tues.
June 10 at the YRP meeting room at 7:30 pm.
Come on out and support children with special needs by participating in the Give A
Miracle A Chance Slo-Ptich ball tournament
at West Park in Keswick on Sat. June 14.
The Georgina Libraries Summer Reading
Club kick-off parties will be held at all three
branches—Tues. June 17, 5-9 in Keswick;
Wed. June 18, 5-9 in Sutton and Pefferlaw.

There will be a free BBQ dinner at Keswick
Christian Church from 5:00-6:30 pm on
Wed. June 25 catered by Triple “G”.
The Beaverton Horticultural Society will
meet at St. Paul’s Anglican Church on Osborne St. on Thurs. June 26 at 7:30 pm.
Sail Georgina is offering a Summer Sailing
Camp for youth 10-14 years old. Starts July
28 — August 1 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Go
to www.sailgeorgina.ca for more info.

The Georgina Historical Society is signing up
participants for their Historical Bus Tour on
July 27. Only $30 includes bus, lunch, tickets
to Eildon Hall in the park and a great time.
Register for Tuesday Luncheon in the Gallery for June 17. Call the Georgina Arts Cen- Call (905) 476-4301 and ask for Recreation.
tre at (905) 722-9587.
IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU?
The village of Wilfrid will be a happening
place on June 21 when the village folk come
together for their Wilfrid Village Festival
starting at 8:00 a.m. Table rentals available.
Call Edie (705) 437-4845.
The Learning Centre for Georgina will host
A Cause for Celebration event on Sat. June
21 at 2334 Woodbine Ave from 11:00 am to
3:00 pm. Yard sale, vendor sale, BBQ,
bouncy castle and much more.
It is going to be fun for the whole family!!!
Come out to the Georgina Gathering on Sat.
June 21. In addition to
the traditional highland
games, music and
dance, there will be a
large scale vendor
event, cookie decorating, bouncy castle, free
crafts and colouring,
and lots more. All day
from 9:00am - 5:00pm.
Hike in memory of or in
honour of a loved one at
the Hike for Hospice
fundraising event at the
ROC on June 22 at

CALL OVEREATERS (705) 437-1928 OR
&705) 437-1307—Tues. and Thurs. 7:30
p.m.—Salvation Army Youth Centre —
20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—Across from No
-Frills.

Classified Ads
WANTED IMMEDIATELY— A
single, senior woman is looking for an
affordable apartment. Excellent references. Call (705) 357-3952.

