
NOW roads lead to $28.7 million in repairs for 38.5 km  

A forensic look at the condi-
tion of Georgina’s roads 
infrastructure has revealed 
that $28.7 million is required 
to reconstruct 38.5 kilome-
tres of road networks that 
are in dire need of repair 
NOW.  
A report presented by Direc-
tor of Operations and Infra-
structure Dan Pisani advised 
council at the July 19 coun-
cil meeting that failure to 
consider a strategy to ad-
dress the “NOW” road sec-
tions will further deteriorate 
the overall road value and 
allow these roads to fall into 
a critical state of disrepair. 
“Thereby increasing both 
risk of litigation towards the 
Town and the eventual cost 
of reconstruction,” he said. 
The Georgina road network 
is nearly 1,000 km long and 
is valued at $370 million. He 
said the existing funding 
level of $1.7 million annu-
ally is significantly less than 
the funding level required to 
sustain the road system.  
As a result, Mr. Pisani rec-
ommended increasing the 

roads maintenance budget to 
$3.2 million next year and 
every year thereafter for 10 
years. And, he also wants 
council to create an addi-
tional roads capital budget 
that would target the NOW 
roads system.  
His report detailed the vari-
ous types of road surfaces 
and said the surface type 
selected is dependent upon 
the function of the road. 
Over 58 per cent of Geor-
gina’s road system is asphalt 
and approximately 35 per 
cent is classed as surface 
treatment (commonly re-
ferred to as chip and tar).  
Mr. Pisani said chip and tar 
is the minimum standard that 
can be used on lower vol-
ume rural and semi urban 
roads supporting a daily 
traffic average of 400 vehi-
cles or greater.  
The costs associated with an 
asphalt surface, which can 
have an estimated 20 year 
life cycle, costs $20.83 per 
square metre. Mr. Pisani 
pointed out that surface 
treatment (chip and tar), 

which would require retreat-
ment every seven years, 
could cost $6 per square 
metre and up.  
The report itemized 59 sec-
tions of road in Georgina 
that were assessed as NOW 
road reconstruction projects.  
Mr. Pisani included possible 
funding sources to mitigate 
the reconstruction demands 
in his report. These included 
redirecting some of the 
Town’s other capital budget 
allocations towards the roads 
program, consideration of  a 
long-term debt scenario and 
increasing the roads program 
share of Federal Gas Tax 
money. He said in previous 
years, council has allocated 
more than $1.1 million to 
projects other than roads. In 
2018, the Town will receive 
$1.38 million from the Fed-
eral Gas Tax sharing pro-
gram, he said.  
Although Georgina’s fund-
ing gap for roads is 
“daunting”, it is consistent 
with and comparable to 
other municipalities across 
Ontario and Canada, he said.  

Plan under way to bring 
natural gas to Udora 

Georgina council approved a request 
from Enbridge Gas to support its ap-
plication to the Ontario Natural Gas 
Grant Program for funding to bring 
natural gas to the community of 
Udora.  
Enbridge Gas representative Mark 
Wilson told council plans are under-
way for an expansion project that will 
deliver natural gas to Udora, Zephyr 
and Leaskdale.  
He said the project will capture ap-
proximately 200 customers in Udora 
(75 per cent of existing) and 100 per 
cent of the commercial base.  
The resolution passed by council also 
included the Town’s agreement to 
rebate any tax revenue gained from 
the gas infrastructure improvement 
by Enbridge back to the company.  
According to Mr. Wilson, Georgina’s 
portion is expected to be between 
$3,000 and $4,000 annually.  
A map showing the anticipated pro-
ject scope details 45 kilometres of 
new pipe to serve the three communi-
ties.  
The application will go before the 
Ontario Energy Board on July 31.   
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Living in Georgina 
We have been living in Geor-
gina for about 14 years now ... 
OK, we are newbies by some 
standards ... lots of good people 
here ... friendly and respectful 
of each other.  
To me the reason for this is the 
small town atmosphere ... and I 
don’t mean that in a bad way at 
all. One of my first encounters 
with this “atmosphere” was 
going to the bank ... still had 
some money then ... just kid-
ding ... I was maybe 15 feet 
from the door ... (that’s three 
metres for the bilingual) ... and 
there was a person who I had 
never seen before, holding the 
door for me! Wow ... in the city 
they might have let it slam in 
your fingers.  
I was surprised and then after 
thinking about it there was a 
reason ... we might meet again 
and they wanted to be friendly 
and polite. Now, in the city you 
seldom get this ... reason, ano-
nymity ... the person you might 
meet on the street is not likely 
to ever see you again so they 
don’t care to be respectful ... 
pretty simple.  
I have found that by and large 
the majority of people, young 
and old, are respectful of each 
other ... and it’s a nice place to 
live and grow up ... or grow 
old.   
Yes, the place is changing 
seemingly quickly. When we 
moved here Georgina may have 
had 14,000 souls ... Now, what 
are we pushing?... 50,000 plus 
and growing ... 
Our elected officials, the Mayor 
and Councillors do a pretty 
good job for us overall, but the 
fly in the ointment is the admin-
istrative branch of the Town. It 
seems there is a dysfunctional 
link here ... maybe the Admin 
side does not realize the reputa-
tion it has built and is building, 
with the citizens of the area. 
Residents feel frustrated in their 
dealings with the Town in 
many cases and often ... try 
getting a building permit ... 
good luck ... welcome to the 

dance. In other cases things are 
slow to happen but eventually 
might get done ... also a reason 
why people do things without 
permission or permits ... not 
scofflaws, just frustrated.  
One thing that might help in the 
administration of the Town 
would be that individuals must 
live in Georgina as a condition 
of employment or appointment 
to a position and suffer the con-
sequences of some of the deci-
sions that they make ... 
hmmm ...  an interesting con-
cept? 
Now, we see the Mayor and 
Councillors at various functions
--but when was the last time the 
administration stepped out from 
the shadows of anonymity to 
visit in the Community? ... 
Let's hope that enough of the 
respect for person and place 
gets passed on ...  
John Ecclestone,  
Keswick 
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Letter to the Editor 
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NOTICE!!! 
In order to provide 

some coverage of the  
Sutton Fair in a timely 
fashion the August 10 
issue of the Georgina 
Post will be delivered 

on August 11.  
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Harbour redevelopment process questioned 

Jackson’s Point resident Cliff 
Williams was clear when he 
told council on July 19 that the 
consultant’s public engage-
ment process to help the Town 
come up with a preferred solu-
tion for the redevelopment of 
Jackson’s Point was based on a 
pre-determined outcome.  
The Planning Partnership, the 
consultants hired by the Town 
for the project, have been gar-
nering feedback from residents 
on elements incorporated into 
three design concepts for the 
redevelopment of the Jack-
son’s Point harbour.  
“Despite numerous one-on-one 
interviews, feedback seemed to 
be largely ignored as most peo-
ple I’ve spoken with said their 
ideas were not incorporated 
into the three options pro-
vided,” Mr. Williams said. 
“How does council and the 
Town intend to reassure us this 
process has not been compro-
mised, the outcome not prede-
termined and public input has 
not just been given lip ser-
vice,” he asked.  
Staff and council members 
responded by saying the proc-
ess did not have a predeter-
mined agenda and the three 
options presented were based 
on feedback from stakeholders 
and the public.  
Robin McDougall, Director of 
Recreation and Culture, said 
the three design concepts then 
permitted residents to identify 
those elements in each design 
that they liked and those they 

didn’t like. “The options, and 
the way they are designed, and 
we’ve communicated this to 
the public, is that they are to 
look at the three options and 
they don’t have to pick one 
option over another,” she said, 
adding, each option was not 
presented for residents to 
choose in its entirety, but to 
give the community the oppor-
tunity to cherry pick their pref-
erences.  
“And in the end the consultants 
will merge all of the likes into 
the preferred plan,” she said.  
Of primary importance to 
many area residents is protect-
ing the historical integrity of 
Bonnie Park by omitting it 
from the harbour redevelop-
ment designs altogether. On 
May 24, Mr. Williams advised 
council that a petition with 750 
signatures had been signed 
supporting the preservation of 
the park.  
Mr. Williams said he is still 
not convinced that the process 
was transparent citing flaws in 
it that left the impression the 
consultants were “controlling 
the process to deliver a prede-
termined outcome.”   
Ward 4 Councillor Frank Sebo, 
who has been following the 
engagement process closely, 
said it is all about give and 
take and there is no predeter-
mined result because every-
thing is still up in the air.   
“In the end we will have to 
make the decision that is best 
for the entire municipality.”  
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TENNYSON TIDBITS 

It has been announced that 
Georgina Treasurer Rebecca 
Mathewson will retire from 
the Town on September 29. 
Ms. Mathewson has been 
managing the Town’s fi-
nances for five years and a 
recent report to council dem-
onstrates that she will be leav-

ing the corporation in excel-
lent financial shape. We wish 
her the best of luck in the 
future and thank her for her 
dedication and commitment 
to Georgina.  
Ms. Mathewson’s replace-
ment has not yet been an-
nounced.  

Winning the “Most Honest Golfers’ Award” at the fund-
raising golf tournament for Shades of Hope of Pefferlaw 
were Will, Karen, Diane and Sally. Never mind, it was a 
great day and it was all for a great cause.  
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Celebrating the Food in the Forest  
ClearWater Farm opened the 
doors to visitors on Satur-
day, July 15 and invited 
everyone to take a walk in 
the woods and celebrate the 
Food Forest.  
The idea of using a forest as 
a food source comes from 
Ali Ballantyne, a recent uni-
versity graduate who joined 
the ClearWater Farm project 
last year.  
Ms. Ballantyne has been 
focussing on regenerating a 
woodlot on the property by 
planting a diversity of local 
plants such as wild ramps, 
wild ginger, Solomon’s seal 
and growing mushrooms on 
logs.  
“We loved having so many 
new feet walking through the 
forest to the beat of the 
drums,” Ms. Ballantyne said.  
According to reports, 250 plus 
residents and day tourists ex-
perienced the forest, drumming, 
music by Joe Connors, vendor 

displays and a BBQ of veggies, 
pork sausages and veggie bur-
gers offered up by Georgina 
chef, Cori Doern, Doreen Hen-
derson and Brooke Ellis.  

Ali Ballantyne takes a look at her 
crop of mushrooms planted in the 
forest at ClearWater Farms.  
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Parties move closer to resolving lakefront ownership on Lake Dr.    
In an effort to settle a decades-old issue 
around who owns the lakeside lots along 
Lake Dr. east and Lake Dr. north, council 
chambers were filled, with standing room 
only, as “eligible property owners” (EPOs) 
listened to the Town’s lawyer walk through 
a work plan which they hope will settle the 
issue once and for all.  
The EPOs are indirect lakefront owners 
who, group spokesman Deyril Blanchard 
says, have invested thousands of dollars in 
lakefront improvements to the properties 
across the road which they have exclu-
sively enjoyed for years.  
Although some indirect lakefront owners 
own their lakeside lots along the 13 kilome-
tres of Lake Drive lakefront, it is a patch-
work of deeded and un-deeded ownership, 
Mr. Blanchard says. The un-deeded lake-
side lots are owned by the Town as road 
allowances.  
The Town and the EPOs, both with legal 
representation, have been working together  
as an ad-hoc committee since 2015 to work 
out a settlement that will transfer owner-
ship of the un-deeded lakeside lots to the 
indirect lakefront owners.  
The culmination of meetings over 18 

months is the work plan that was presented 
to council and the EPOs on July 19 by the 
Town’s lawyer, Andrew Biggart.  
Should the Town decide to move forward 
with a process to divest themselves of the 
lakeside lots not deeded to property own-
ers, the process outlines a series of steps 
that would require: public consultation, 
letters of interest from the EPOs (and 
“others”), surveys to create registered R-
Plans for the lots, a zoning by-law, an 
evaluation formula to determine the value 
of each lot and how to address those lots in 
use by cottage associations.  
The addition of the word “others” caused 
some concern for the EPOs who considered 
this could mean the lands would be offered 
to third parties wishing to purchase or lease 
them. Regional Councillor Naomi Davison 
asked Mr. Biggard to reduce the stress level 
in the room by clarifying what he meant by 
including the word “others”.  
He pointed out that it was his responsibility 
to provide all options to the Town so as not 
to “feather the discretion” of council. How-
ever, the work plan specifically points out 
that council must decide who would be 
offered the lots once the decision is made 

to move forward.   
According to Mr. Blanchard and lawyer 
Alan Direnfeld, the benefits to the Town to 
divest itself of these lands turns the  main-
tenance, erosion issues and public liability 
risk of the lots over to the EPOs. In addi-
tion, they say, the Town would benefit 
from increased tax revenues as non-
assessed property is converted to assessed 
lots.  
Indirect lakefront owner Bonnie Lax told 
council it has the opportunity to convert 
this controversy into a long term money 
making venture.  
“Transfer title or lease these pieces at a 
price and on terms that are manageable to 
the residents and reap the long term bene-
fits of an expanded assessment base, addi-
tional realty taxes or leases from as many 
as 400 slivers of land. This would reduce 
the Town’s exposure to third party liability 
claims, insurance premiums and deductible 
costs,” she said.  
Although Mayor Quirk announced her wish 
to move forward with the divestiture of the 
lakeside lands, council decided to hold off 
until August 9 when staff would submit 
another report.    
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Library CEO Mary Baxter retires  

Seen above with her replace-
ment David Harvie (right), 
Mary Baxter, Georgina’s CEO 
and Director of Library Ser-
vices, received guests and well-
wishers at her retirement send-
off at the Keswick Library on 
July 20. Ms. Baxter has been 
delivering library services in 
Georgina since 1988.  
Ms. Baxter is looking forward 
to retirement and says her hob-

bies of reading, yoga and walk-
ing will keep her busy as well 
as planning upcoming trips to 
Europe and western Canada.  
Local dignitaries including the 
Mayor and members of council 
were on hand to recognize Ms. 
Baxter’s contribution to the 
progress of library services in 
Georgina over the years. Good 
Luck, Mary. You will be 
missed.  
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Saunas, cross country skiing, folk music 
and escaping to the countryside are the 
hallmarks of Finnish tradition. And so, in 
1953 a collective of post World War II 
Finnish immigrants living in Toronto 
found solace from the hustle and bustle of 
city life when the Finnish Social Club pur-
chased 220 acres of farmland in Udora. 
Today, four generations later, these tradi-
tions are still honoured by the more than 
100 members of Cedar Park—a Finnish 
community of rustic and quaint summer 
cabins tucked quietly throughout a new 
growth forest on the Pefferlaw River.  
Maritta Mansikka and Cedar Park Resident 
Association President Tuuli Hannula, both 
treasure the sanctity of the park and the 
historical role it has played in helping to 
preserve their culture, identity and lan-
guage.   
“It brings people from all ages, the seniors 
who were here in the beginning, the young 
families and the different people that 
wouldn’t normally come together but are 
coming together because of their Finnish 
heritage,” said Ms. Mansikka.  
Every summer, residents gather for a sum-

mer solstice celebration of folk music, a 
bonfire and Finnish folk dancing. “This 
celebration can draw between 300 to 500 
people,” Ms. Hannula says, adding, resi-
dents are often entertained throughout the 
summer by live theatre, concerts and barn 
dances held in the park’s renovated barn.  
The Toronto Finlandia Lions Club, an 
arm of Lions International, recently 
wrapped up their 45th edition of a kids 
camp at the park for children of Finnish 
heritage.  
Perhaps one of the most treasured fixtures 
of the park, after the natural environment 
and the “birch trees”, is the community 
sauna.  
“Every Saturday and Sunday between 
2:00 and 8:00 pm our sauna is crowded 
with families, multi-generation, kids and 
adults,” said Ms. Hannula. “It’s part of the 
culture,” added Ms. Mansikka. “Finns in-
vented it and they aren’t letting it go.” 
And, everyone chips in to help split the 
wood that is needed.  
At one time, Ms. Hannula says, the park 
sported groomed cross-country ski trails 
and was once the venue for competitive 

cross country skiers. And, while cross 
country skiing and snowshoeing is still a 
favourite winter pastime, there is a vision 
to convert some of the outbuildings into art 
spaces and become active stewards of con-
servation.   
“Finns love nature and we want to preserve 
the natural environment here for future 
generations,” Ms. Mansikka said.  
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Cedar Park — a hidden Finnish gem in Udora 

(L to R) Tuuli Hannula and Maritta Man-
sikka relax in Ms. Mansikka’s beautiful Ce-
dar Park gardens.  



SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
  

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

  

Brent Shaw  

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

NOW IN  
STOCK! 
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Crowds pour in for Sutton Festival 

This is a huge shout out to the Sutton BIA organizers of the 
Festival on High and Sutton Kinettes who organized the Duck 
Race this year. Well done!  
The Duck Race was a photo finish! The names of the winning 
tickets (ducks), each of whom will receive a $100 gift card from 
a Sutton retailer, were not available at press time but here are 
the winning numbers: 732, 89, 269, 556, 857, 495, 465, 335 and 
140.  
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Last Issue: peace, mind, ponder 

(Photos)  
(Top Right) The owner of Black River 
Coffee was into the rubber duckie spirit 
with a beautiful selection of rubber 
duckie cupcakes.  
(Middle Right) Ward 4 Councillor Frank 
Sebo was one of the riders aboard the 
horse drawn carriage taking a tour 
through the streets of historic Sutton.  
(Bottom Right) Fransisco Gibson from 
Innisfil sits quietly as Misty the face 
painter puts the finishing touches on his 
new Spiderman look.  
(Bottom Left) Neil Chapman and the 
Bad Brothers Band did a fantastic job 
entertaining visitors as they strolled 
along High Street browsing through the 
business district and vendor displays.   

and popular Duck Race  
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Above: It’s a Mobi Mat—designed to 
provide access to Lake Simcoe at De La 
Salle Park for wheelchairs, walkers, 
strollers etc. It was installed as a pilot 
project but has been removed so con-
struction can be begin in September for 
its permanent installation. Watch for the 
opening next spring.  
 
Left: The jazz band Soroja entertains the 
crowd on Saturday, July 15 at the Jack-
son’s Point parkette during the Music in 
the Park event sponsored by the Jack-
son’s Point Business Improvement Asso-
ciation.  
This was the second in a series of con-
certs planned throughout the summer.  
On August 5 watch for Neil Chapman 
who will be the featured entertainer.  

The bake table featured by Niimi Farms did a booming busi-
ness during the multi-family yard sale at Cedar Park in Udora 
on Saturday, July 15. Cedar Park is a Finnish community lo-
cated on Old Shiloh Road.  

Congratulations to the organizers and the representatives of 
York Regional Police, the Georgina Fire Department, Geor-
gina Island Fire Department and York Region Paramedic 
Services who were present at the First Responders Apprecia-
tion Day held at the Keswick Christian Church on Saturday, 
July 15. Above, a young visitor gets a hands-on demonstra-
tion of services provided by York Region Paramedics.  
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The sun shone brightly for the Annual Camel Races in Egypt on Sat. 
July 15. Above, Mayor Quirk dropped by to offer greetings from the 
Town while event organizers Cathy and Brad Smockum look on. Left: 
Team Nanook won bragging rights as Dave Hopkins, Tim Hopkins, 
Matt Wilcox and Doug Neufeld transport camel jockey Lucas Wilcox 
through the obstacle course.   

The Estonian Camp in Udora, Joekääru Suvekodu, welcomed dozens of visitors, members and local dignitaries to help celebrate the 
65th Anniversary of the camp’s inception. Above right, MPP Julia Munro presents a letter of congratulations from the Province of 
Ontario. Ms. Munro told the audience that the founders and members of the camp who had worked together over the years to main-
tain the Estonian identity, language and culture were to be honoured and celebrated. Above left, members of the Estonian Children’s 
Camp march past the audience to begin the celebrations.  



You don’t want to miss the BBQFest at the 
ROC on Sat. July 29 and 30. Entertain-
ment, Kids Zone, Slo-Pitch tournament, 
food and plenty of vendors and fun. All 
proceeds support three Georgina charities. 
It is your chance to give back to your com-
munity and have some fun at the same 
time.  
 
The Green Acres Camp Ground Annual 
Yard Sale in Pefferlaw is on July 29 from 
8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Anything and every-
thing plus BBQ and soft drinks.  
 
Hospice Georgina has announced their 
“Hospice Hearts Linked by Courage” 
book project, a collection of hometown 
client and volunteer stories that have wit-
nessed a positive difference because of 
Hospice programming. Hospice is reaching 
out to volunteers, seniors and family mem-
bers to provide their stories for the project 
on or before July 31. Contact Marie Mor-
ton at (905) 722-9333 to learn how you can 
participate.  
 
The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers 
(PAR) invites you to the Pefferlaw Family 
Picnic on Monday, August 7. It’s a free 
day of fun, laughter and games at the Pef-
ferlaw Lions Community park. You won’t 
want to miss the Lions Antique Car Show, 
the ReMax Air Balloon, the Climbing 
Wall, Watermelon and Hot Wings eating 
contests, Birds of Prey, Cash Grab Ma-
chine and much, much more. All events are 
free and everyone is welcome.  
 
Be on the look-out for a Painted Perch cut-
out at participating retail stores across 
Georgina and the Georgina Arts Centre. 
Purchase one and get those creative juices 
flowing for the Painted Perch Challenge 
on  Sat. Aug. 12 at Jackson’s Point par-
kette.  

Oh, oh...Guess what this means? Just as the 
summer gets going the schedule for the 
Sutton Fair comes out! (I always attribute 
this fantastic annual event to mean that 
summer is almost over.) The theme for this 
year’s event is “Canada’s 150” and organ-
izers have worked hard all year to bring a 
great line-up of events and activities to the 
fairgrounds in Sutton. So come and enjoy 
the Sutton Fair and Horse Show on Au-
gust 10, 11, 12 and 13. There is something 
for everyone! San Jose Sharks centre and 
Keswick hometown celebrity Chris Tierney 
will open the fair on Thursday, August 10 
at 7:00 pm. For a complete listing of all 
events go to http://www.suttonfair.com/
thefair/daily-events 
 
The Community Pentecostal Church in 
Beaverton is sponsoring a Free Youth 
Sports Night on Friday, August 18 at 7:00 
pm. All teens are invited to come for a fun 
night of sports, games and a camp fire to 
wrap up the evening. Call (705) 426-5673 
for details.  
 
Check out the Jackson’s Point BIA Movie 
in the Park showing of La La Land at the 
Jackson’s Point Parkette on Sat. August 19.  
 
The Georgina Arts 
Centre and Gallery are 
hosting “Canada 
150—Four Genera-
tions”. This exhibition 
features works by 
Chiarandini, Wilson, 
Weber and Zolt juxta-
posed with works by 
OCAD University 
students. The exhibit 
runs until August 20.  
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 Coming Events & Announcements RIXON MANOR 
(Pefferlaw & Lions Housing  

Corporation 

This 26 unit not-for-profit 
seniors’ residence is  
actively seeking new 
Board members.  
 
Do you have an interest in 
affordable local Housing 
for Seniors and a back-
ground or skills in Admini-
stration, Governance,  
Policy Development or 
Law?  
 
We’d love your help.  
 
Find out more by contacting:  
Duncan Goodwin, CPA, CGA 
(current Chair), or Nancy Cleland, 
Administrator at (705) 437-3188 or  
lionshousing@gmail.com 


