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Council refers indemnification by-law back to staff
After two deputations at the July 14 council meeting in opposition to a proposed
indemnification by-law that would allow
council members, staff and board members
to sue individuals for defamation using the
Town’s financial resources, Council deferred the matter back to staff and asked
for it to be returned in two separate reports.
Karen Wolfe, the editor and publisher of
the Georgina Post, critically opposed the
passing of the indemnification by-law saying it was both morally and democratically
wrong.
“This is a very serious and important watershed moment for this council,” she said.
“Passing this by-law will chill public participation, not encourage it, and the ironic
part of it is, you will be doing it with our
money.”
Ms. Wolfe said the by-law would allow
Town officials to use taxpayer dollars to
initiate defamation lawsuits against residents who have a right to public participation. “That is a travesty. It was tried once
before by this Town and the push back
from the public was both swift and decisive,” she said.
She was also critical of the staff report that
described the indemnification by-law as an
“administrative matter” and as a result, no
prior notice of the meeting was provided to
the public.

“How can anyone consider a by-law of this
magnitude and its far reaching implications
on the public and the public purse, to be
simply an ‘administrative matter’? This
should have been a statutory public meeting, period!”, she said.
Following her presentation, Mark Donald,
a defamation lawyer representing Ms.
Wolfe provided his legal opinion on the
proposed by-law.
“In passing this proposed by-law, the
Town of Georgina ignores Canadian legal
principle that has been enshrined since the
advent of our Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Namely, that no government in this
nation, no matter what level, may commence a defamation action against a private individual,” Mr. Donald said, adding,
“By permitting the use of libel law as a
sword against Georgina’s own citizens, the
proposed by-law seeks to indirectly
achieve what the law has expressly prohibited. Therefore, if passed, the by-law is, in
my opinion, open to legal challenge. In my
submission, if passed, the by-law should
be legally challenged.”
In his report to council on the matter,
Town Clerk John Espinosa said claims
against public officials for defamation are
covered under the Town’s General Liability Policy. But the policy does not provide
insurance for costs incurred when such

public officials initiate a defamation action
against a third party.
He said the defamation provision in the bylaw seeks to strike a proper balance between the importance of vigorous political
expression in a democratic society and
potentially defamatory statements which, if
left unchallenged, would undermine public
confidence in municipal government and
government officials.
“Staff recommends adoption of the proposed by-law as a fair and expedient process for the assessing of claims or proceedings involving public officials,” he said.
“The proposed by-law also provides for
the assessment of potential harm to the
Town and its public officials in instances
where reputational harm may have occurred and seeks to protect public free
speech while weighing the harm that could
occur if not addressed.”
Mayor Margaret Quirk said more information was necessary before the by-law could
be passed and recommended staff provide
two separate reports back to council—one
for indemnification to cover gaps in insurance coverage for claims against council
and staff and another to provide recommendations on indemnification of staff and
council should they decide to launch a
defamation lawsuit against a private individual. .
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This nonsense has to STOP!
I went to a council meeting on
Tuesday, July 14 and made a
deputation to oppose a proposed by-law that would allow
Town councillors and employees to use your tax dollars to
sue you for defamation. I went
there because I believe in two
things: 1) I believe in my Charter rights of free speech and
free expression and, if passed,
this by-law will chill public
participation in matters of public interest. 2) I believe this
proposed by-law is illegal. It is
illegal for all levels of government in Canada to sue individuals for defamation.
I believe the Town of Georgina
is trying to circumvent the law.
If the by-law is passed, they
will be able to launch a defamation lawsuit and since it is
illegal for the Town of Georgina to sue for defamation, the
by-law will allow them to put a
Town official’s name on the
suit and use the public purse to
pay the legal expenses without
our knowledge.
One of the reasons governments cannot sue for defamation is because the courts have
ruled that it would be unfair for
a private citizen to have to defend themselves against a government entity that has unlimited financial resources at its
disposal. In this respect, I make
no distinction between the
Town of Georgina as the plaintiff and a member of council,
since both would be supported
by taxpayer dollars in a defamation legal action. The
court’s concern is applicable in
both cases.
This was tried once before by
the Town of Georgina and the
push back from the public was
both swift and decisive...and
the lawsuit was dropped.
I posted my deputation on the
Georgina Post Facebook page
and the Georgina Post website.
Within a few hours the feedback from the public was
clear...this by-law cannot get
passed. At the time of this writing, the deputation had reached
over 14,000 people and not one

person who has made a comment has supported the proposed by-law.
Make no mistake, Georgina is
poised to pass an indemnification by-law for defamation.
The July 14 agenda had the bylaw attached, ready to go and
no public notice was given
because it was considered an
“administrative matter”. After
both my deputation and the
legal opinion of a defamation
lawyer opposing the passing of
the proposed by-law, council
referred the matter back to staff
and asked them to report back
at a later date. And this is
where you come in. Make your
voices heard. Call them, write
them, meet with them but make
sure they know your position.
And then we’ll find out if this
council is really listening to its
constituents.
And if it does get passed, I am
prepared to do everything I can
to challenge it in a court of
law. I believe it is wrong—
constitutionally and morally.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Council asks LSRCA to open process
cessfully concluded.
Council denied a request by
North Gwillimbury Forest Alli- “The DG Group has entered
ance champion Jack Gibbons to into an undertaking with
LSRCA to not proceed with any
ask the Lake Simcoe Region
activities in regards to a permit
Conservation Authority
(LSRCA) to make a Section 28 application unless all efforts to
negotiate the transfer of develapplication by the DG Group
opment rights have failed. The
open for public input.
undertaking also outlines the
However, council did pass a
motion to request the LSRCA to DG Group’s willingness to deed
establish a new policy and make ownership of the lands into the
provisions for public input and public trust once a transfer of
development
review when
rights is
considering
achieved,” his
Section 28
“Simply absurd and not
letter stated.
applications.
true.”
Mr. Gibbons
The LSRCA
Jack Gibbons has repeatedly
has received a
lobbied the
Section 28
LSRCA to
application
from the DG Group and, if ap- make the DG Group’s Section
proved, it would allow the DG 28 application public and ultimately allow for public input,
Group (formerly Metrus) to
but without success.
move forward with their plans
to construct a housing develop- In his deputation to Georgina
council, he said the suggestion
ment on Maple Lake Estate
that the LSRCA was legally
lands located within the North
prevented from opening up the
Gwillimbury Forest.
In a letter delivered to the Town Section 28 application process
to public scrutiny, “is simply
of Georgina from LSRCA Executive Director Mike Walters, absurd and not true.”
he said under provincial privacy However, both Mayor Quirk
legislation, permit applications and Regional Councillor Danny
are protected and therefore are Wheeler said they were not in
favour of asking the LSRCA to
not open for public review or
“go against the law”.
comment. He said a conservaWard 3 Councillor Dave
tion authority not following
these polices and procedures is Neeson said although the curpotentially subject to a provin- rent LSRCA policy was not
open to public input, he felt
cial audit, disciplinary action
there was an opportunity to urge
and litigation.
“LSRCA follows this process in the Authority to change its poliaccordance with legal responsi- cies.
“That is a policy document. It
bility, as legislated under the
Conservation Authorities Act,” doesn’t reference the Conservation Act at all. The Board is
he said. “Deviating from this
process would contravene cer- certainly free to make policies
tain laws, could create an appre- or amend policies from time to
hension of bias and could cause time,” Councillor Neeson said.
significant delay and disruption As a result, Councillor Neeson
moved a motion to request the
in the duty to provide permit
LSCRA to add a legislative
services in a timely fashion.”
process into their policies to
Mr. Walters also said the
LSRCA will not process the DG provide for input and review by
Group Section 28 application if the public when considering
negotiations with the Province Section 28 applications. The
motion also directed that Georfor a land swap to move the
Maple Lake Estate development gina staff be permitted to make
comment during the public refrom the North Gwillimbury
Forest to adjacent lands are suc- view process.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Happy Birthday greetings to
Helen Kostevchik from Keswick who turned 82 on July
11. We hope you had a great
day, Helen!

We want to send Happy Anniversary best wishes out to
the Mayor, Margaret Quirk
and her husband Joe. The
couple celebrated their third
anniversary on July 21.
Cheers to you both!

And a Happy Belated Birthday also goes out to John
The Georgina Post, formerly
Myette from a very good
the Pefferlaw Post, is celefriend of his. John celebrated
brating 10 years of reporting
his special day on July 8.
on activities across Georgina.
It doesn’t seem possible that
Wendy Schell and Martyn
10 years have passed since I
Rowe are hosting guests
made the decision to bring
from Barbados at their home
another voice into the media
on Hwy. 48. They seem to
mix in Georgina and I can’t
have brought the warm
thank my readers and adverweather along with them.
tisers enough for their support. In celebration of this
The 160th edition of the Sutmilestone the first person to
ton Fair and Horse Show is
either email me
coming up in a couple of
(karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca)
weeks (August 6 to 9) and
or call me at (705) 437-1216
Laurie Carriere will be there
and tell me the main story
with professional hair stylists
that was featured on the front
to encourage you to take the
page of the first issue will
Georgina Challenge and dowin a prize. (FYI, I have
nate your hair for cancer
temporarily removed it from
patients.
the website.)
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No limit of fun at the Pefferlaw River Take a Kid Fishing event
Over 260 people were on hand at the Peninsula Resort in Pefferlaw on July 11 to
participate in the 9th Annual Pefferlaw
River Take a Kid Fishing event.
Attending from all over the GTA and local
Georgina communities, the kids and their

families were able to fish the Pefferlaw
River without requiring a fishing licence
although conservation limits did apply.
Sponsors for the event make it possible for
each pre-registered child to take home a
new fishing rod complete with bait and

participate in a draw for some terrific
prizes.
(Photos left to right) Serena Ye, 10, from
Markham; Aiden Hirstwood, 5, from Georgina and Ethan Sampson, 4, from Beaverton were all champion anglers.
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More rides for more people
Residents in Georgina will
soon become familiar with a
new logo for seniors’ transportation services.
iRIDE Plus is an enhanced transportation program funded by
the Central Local Health Integration Network (C-LHIN) and
will be delivered in Georgina
through the collaborative efforts of CHATS and Routes
Connecting Communities.
“Routes is very pleased to continue our long standing partnership with CHATS under the
newly branded iRIDE Plus program,” said Routes Executive
Director Cathy Wilkinson.
“We want to assure our Georgina residents that although
they may see a new logo on
some vehicles, the wonderful
service they’ve come to rely on
from Routes will not be changing.”
CHATS CEO Christina Bisanz
said the new iRIDE Plus program expands the eligibility of

riders beyond seniors to include adults with disabilities
who are not eligible for WheelTrans and people with mental
health challenges.
“iRIDE Plus builds on our experience and reputation, while
expanding eligibility to more
people with an even simpler
way to arrange service,” said
Christina Bisanz, CHATS
CEO. “The collaborative between Routes Connecting
Communities in Georgina will
support local seniors and will
make a world of difference
between isolation and independence.”
Costs for the rides are determined by the distance travelled. For example, a client in
Sutton needing a ride to a service or appointment in Sutton,
can expect to pay $10.00.
The transportation services are
available from Monday to Friday, 7:30 am to 6:00 pm with
some weekend service.

Georgina Bulldogs win in Aurora

Congratulations to the Georgina Bulldogs Minor Mosquito
Baseball Team, sponsored by Boston Pizza Keswick, for winning the Aurora Minor Mosquito Baseball Tournament on the
July 17-19 weekend. The 10 year boys team won six straight
games to win the championship in the very hot weekend sun.
Overall, the Dogs are 22-3-1 this year and are preparing for
the provincials in Woodstock over the Labour Day weekend.
Photo submitted by Jim Anderson
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Frolicking fun in Egypt
Egypt’s Annual Homecoming
Weekend and popular Camel
Races on July 18 brought the
community together for some
old fashioned fun under the
hot sun.
(Right) Eighteen month
old Lucas Wilcox from
Keswick cools off with a
slice of watermelon.
(Below centre) Jockey
Angus Rae almost takes a
tumble when his camel
and his Pallett Clan team
members almost got away
from him.
(Bottom) The excitement
built to a fever pitch when
these two teams were
neck-and-neck closing in
on the finish line.

The winning camel race team
was “Sweets” with Ron
Sweet, Tim Hopkins, Russell
Dupuis, Michelle DeGeer and
Tyler and Tanner DeGeer.
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Rail car moves to Owen Sound

The familiar 1953 Canadian
National Railway dining car
that has been located at the
Civic Centre since 2005 has
been sold to The Community
Waterfront Heritage Centre
(CWHC) in Owen Sound.
The 5-ton dining car had previously been located at the
Sobey’s parking lot in Sutton
on Dalton Road where it was
once used as a Tea Room.
Heavy equipment transportation
crews from Danco House Rais-

ing and Moving were on hand
at the Civic Centre on Tuesday
morning, July 21, and raised the
85 ft. long car and prepared it
for transport to its new home
176 km. away.
According to the CWHC the
car will be renovated and refurbished to be converted into an
education and historic display,
a multi-use community meeting
place and a 1950s ice cream
parlour.
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%
OFF

GIFTWARE
CLOTHING
JEWELLERY
LEATHER

VILLAGE TRADITIONS
VILLAGE BUSINESS SERVICES
All Sales Final.
Quantities limited to quantities on hand.
Sale ends August 10, 2015.

99 High Street, Sutton West, Ontario L0E 1R0
Tel: 905-722-3351 Fax: 905-722-0000 Email: vbs1@mac.com
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Women in marine trades

Above: Yasmin Kolodziechuk, a former Georgina
student and now a marine mechanic and service manager at
Flying Bridge Marina in Pefferlaw, played host to a group
of female students from Georgian College on Saturday, July
18. Ms. Kolodziechuk gave
the students a tour of the inner
workings of a marina to demonstrate the career opportunities open to women in marine

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

trades.
“As females, we all struggle
with the ‘you can’t do this’
attitude. I wish when I was
younger, I had the opportunity
to speak with women in the
skilled trades and hear their
stories. If someone tells you,
you can’t do something, remind yourself that you are
strong and can do anything
you set your mind to,” she
said.
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SDHS student Kyra Sykes receives a $1,000
bursary from the Sutton Kinette Club to help out
with her post-secondary Marine and Freshwater
Biology studies at Guelph University.
It was a perfect summer
evening for Georgina residents on Sunday, July 19 to
sit out in the open on the
shores of Lake Simcoe at
De La Salle Park and take
in some live theatre.
A roving theatre company,
the Humber River Shakespeare Co., presented their
version of Falstaff & the
Merry Wives of Windsor
(below) to an attentive and
Forty-nine history buffs joined the
Georgina Historical Society
(GHS) on their Second Annual
Historical Bus Tour of Georgina
on Saturday, July 18. Pictured
above, they are enjoying a meal at
the historic Belvedere Hotel (circa
1884) at midpoint in the tour.
The event was guided by Georgina Pioneer Village curator
Melissa Matt and included a visit
to the 165-year old gravesite of
Pefferlaw founder Capt. William
Johnson, located at the former

appreciative crowd.
Directed by Kevin
Hammond, the production
celebrates the seventh year
of touring for the company.
The open air venues are
said to rip a page out of
Shakespeare’s early productions performed at Stratford
-upon-Avon prior to the
first indoor permanent playhouse built in 1576.

Johnson homestead on Park Rd.
GHS member Diana Rowney provided an insightful and informative guided tour of Eildon Hall at
Sibbald Point Provincial Park
which was once owned by early
settler, Major William Kingdon
Rains and later Susan Sibbald.
The beautiful stone church, St.
George’s Anglican Church at
Jackson’s Point, was also on the
itinerary and its 138-year history
was one of many highlights of the
tour.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements

Stop by the Udora Hall Community
Yard Sale on Sat. July 25 from 8:00 am to
2:00 pm. Hot dogs and refreshments. Tables can be reserved by calling (705) 2288318.
Got your Ducky Ticket yet? The Festival
on High featuring the ever-popular rubber
ducky race over the dam takes place on
Sat. July 25. Entertainment, food, vendors
and fun for the whole family.
The Jackson’s Point Village Association
BIA will host Movie in the Park on Sat.
July 25 at 8:30 pm at the Parkette. They
will show Grease.
The Beaverton Thorah Eldon Historical
Society is hosting their Annual Beaverton
and Area House Tour on Sun. July 26
from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Call (705) 4269460.
The Georgina Post’s FREE Annual
Movie Night in the Park is back again
this year. And in celebration of the 10th
Anniversary of the paper, we will show
E.T.-Extra-Terrestrial on Sun. Aug. 2.
The movie starts at dusk at the Pefferlaw
Lions Community Centre. Free popcorn,
refreshments and hot dogs—and free raffle
ticket for the kids.
Come one, come all to the PAR Pefferlaw
Family Picnic on Monday, August 3 from
10:00 am until 4:00 pm. Games, entertainment, food, balloon rides and the Pefferlaw
Lions famous Antique Car Show. An event
not to be missed.
Woo! Hoo! The 160th edition of the Sutton Fair and Horse Show is the place to
be between Thursday, August 6 and Sunday, August 9. So much to see and do!
(See ad on page 4). And don’t forget to get
your entries into the fair exhibits. Community participation is what this event is all
about!

Loretto Maryholme in Roches Point invites
you to relax with other women during their
“In the Company of Women” retreat
from August 2 to August 9. Private or
shared accommodations. Visit
www.lorettomaryholme.ca or email booking@lorettomaryholme.ca.
Calling all butter tart experts! The ladies of
St. George’s and St. James Anglican
Church are inviting you to put your best
butter tart forward and enter the “Butter
Tart Challenge” at the Painted Perch Festival on August 15 at the Parkette in Jackson’s Point. Register at Kat’s Gallery or
call Fran Lawson (905) 722-9684.
Register for the Lake Simcoe Arms “Golf
Fore Hospice” tournament to be held at
the Briars Golf Club on Wed. Sept. 9. Call
(905) 722-5999 for details.
Do the group paddle “Up the Maskinonge
with a Paddle” on Saturday, Sept. 12 at
9:00 a.m. from Boston Pizza and learn
from the Maskinonge River Recovery
Team on how to make the river healthier.
The Upper Keswick Business Association
is looking for vendors for their Harvest
Festival on September 12. Call Cindy at
The Water Store at (905) 476-6633.
Knox United Church will host their Second Annual Pig Roast at the Pefferlaw
Lions Community Centre on Sat. Sept. 19.
Call (905) 722-3742 for tickets.
Laurie Carriere is looking for volunteers to
help out at the Georgina Terry Fox Run on
Sunday, Sept. 20 at North Gwillimbury
Park. Email: mikeirual@hotmail.com.
The ever-popular Georgina Studio Tour
& Sale should be your destination on Sat.
Sept. 26 and Sun. Sept. 27. Check it out at
www.georginastudiotour.com.

Classified Ads
GARAGE/MOVING SALE
Saturday, July 25—9:00-2:00
116 Woodfield Drive, Virginia
7 x 16 ft. car hauler trailer,
2006 Jeep Grand Cherokee.
Mint shape! And, lots of other
goodies.
Don’t miss this one!

 Life Insurance

