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Popular parks in Jackson’s Point were Crown land grants in 1937
A recent search has revealed that the property known as Bonnie Park in Jackson’s
Point was a land grant from the Crown to
the Village of Sutton in 1937. And, according to Jackson’s Point resident Paul Brady,
the property was granted to the town to
provide public access to Lake Simcoe.
“This has certainly brought clarity to the
situation. We had no idea that Lorne Park
and Bonnie Park had been a land grant
from the Crown,” Mr. Brady said. “That
also explains why this land is still in the
Town’s possession and wasn’t broken up
or sold off years ago. We notified Town
officials who seemed to be unaware of the
land grant, as were most of us.”
Mr. Brady along with many of his
neighbours and Jackson’s Point residents
have been concerned about the future role
of Bonnie Park as the redevelopment plans
for Jackson’s Point Harbour take into consideration the interests of four land owners—MSR Lalu, York Regional Police, the
Ramada and the Town of Georgina.
York Regional Police recently purchased
half of the former Bonnie Boats property
for an estimated $2.1 million to construct a
marine headquarters facility. The total
budget for the project is close to $8 million.
MSR Lalu owns the remaining portion of
the former Bonnie Boats property and it

abuts Bonnie
Park.
The consultant
hired by the
Town to recommend a preferred redevelopment solution
for the Jackson’s Point harbour has been
conducting public engagement
sessions to encourage feedback on suggested design
proposals. The
final report will
be presented in
September but an Copy of a town council resolution in 1938 acknowledging receipt of
a land grant from the Crown to maintain the lands for public access
interim report
reveals the pub- to the lake.
lic wants to
“keep the park, a park”. According to the
sensus for designs for waterfront parks,
interim report, interest shown by MSR
pavilions, waterfront events, parks and
Lalu and the Ramada suggest both organi- restaurants, waterfront trails and boardzations want to build new residential units walks.
in the area. As a result, consultants polled One of the overriding themes coming from
the participants on their visual preference participants was a desire to ensure public
by providing a number of housing designs. access to the lake would not be impeded
The same technique was used to get a con- by competing interests.
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So where does this leave us…?
In 2016 the Town of Georgina
received a $315,000 Canada
150 grant to put a roof over the
Pefferlaw Ice Pad. The terms
and conditions of the grant
meant that the Town would
have to match the Federal contribution with its own money.
The grant application estimated
the project would cost $786,225
based on preliminary quotes
provided by Town staff. The
application was approved but
the project needed to be completed before March 31, 2018.
Fast forward to 2017. The Town
hired a designer for $20,000 and
came up with a roof design that
would cover the ice pad and
create a new covered picnic
shelter area. The downside of
the design meant the existing
picnic shelter, which was in
good shape and had been paid
for by the Pefferlaw Lions Club,
would have to go.
Ideas cropped up to repurpose
the picnic shelter by moving it
to another Town location but
council took the position that
disassembling it, moving it and
reconstructing it would be too
costly, so they sold it for
$3,500. In the meantime, requests for proposals (RFPs) to
build the new roof were being
sent out and interested bidding
companies were sending in their
quotes.
At a recent council meeting
staff shared the bad news with
council. The bids that had been
received to meet the specifications of the design ranged from
$1 million to $1.2 million-$250,000 to $450,000 over
budget.
Council took the news on the
chin and delegated the issue to
CAO Winanne Grant. She was
instructed to solve the problem
within the terms of the
$786,225 budget.
The options, as I see them include:
1. Try and get the supplier to
revise his quote
2. Reconfigure scope of the
project (i.e. the design)
3. Look for a new supplier
4. Forget the whole thing
The one option that really

scares me is number two because it invites you along the
path of least resistance. I mean,
what if, by eliminating the picnic shelter portion of the roof,
the contractor could bring the
project in on budget? Wouldn’t
that bite?! We’ve already sold
the old one so we would be left
without a picnic shelter.
The other issue I have is council’s decision to delegate the
authority of solving the problem
to the CAO, Winanne Grant.
She told council that one of the
options could be “scope of the
project” and potentially a contract would be awarded before
the next council meeting. This
means we won’t have an opportunity to see where the discussions are going nor will we
know what decision has been
made until after the fact. Regional Councillor Davison said
she was uncomfortable with
delegating authority on a project
of this size and I share that level
of discomfort.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Town in good financial shape
Council was painted a rosy
financial picture when the
Town’s Treasurer, Rebecca
Mathewson reviewed the 2016
Financial Statements at a recent
council meeting.
The good news is the Town of
Georgina showed an operations
budget surplus of $361,389 last
year. However, council approved a
staff recommendation to
put
$100,000 of
that money
into the
2017 budget
with the
balance of
$261,389
going into a
reserve fund
for future spending by the fire
department.
According to Ms. Mathewson
the Town’s accumulated assets
or net worth is $358,190,191
which is a “favourable position”, she said, and represents
an increase of $488,754 over
the 2015 statement.
To help Georgina gauge its
financial performance against
similar municipalities across
the province, Ms. Mathewson
compared Georgina against a
number of provincial indicators.
When ranked against average
municipal risk assessment indicators, Georgina scored “low”
in all but one category pertaining to the consumption of as-

sets compared to asset investment.
“In summary, in terms of financial risk or financial challenges,
the town is in relatively good
financial health. We are in a
healthy cash position which
puts us in a good position with
respect to cash liquidity,” Ms.
Mathewson said.

She identified a few of the financial challenges facing the
Town in the future and said the
long range financial plan would
be updated to address those.
She said the cost of household
and population growth, service
demands and the cost of asset
rehabilitation and replacement
will impact future budgets.
In addition, new debentures
over the next few years to finance new infrastructure projects such as the MURC, a new
Civic Centre and additional fire
services will have an impact.
“We will certainly be looking
at the financial impact of those
as it relates to the Town’s financial health moving forward,” she said.

4

Historical Society members meeting

The Georgina Historical Society (GHS) wrapped up its
monthly members’ meetings
before the summer break with
a guided tour of the Georgina
Pioneer Village.
Led by the village curator
Melissa Matt, approximately
50 people were provided with
an oral history of the 16 heritage buildings located at the
site.

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com

The idea of a pioneer village
depicting the early life of settlers in Georgina between 1850
and 1920 was the passion of
past GHS president, Nena
Marsden.
Through the sweat equity of
the GHS volunteers and determination of Ms. Marsden, the
village was opened in 1975 by
then Georgina Island Chief,
Lorenzo BigCanoe.
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Guest Column:

Feeling the pinch from property taxes yet?

By Mike Waddington
Keswick
As many of you will have noticed we’ve
received our final tax billing information
brochure for 2017; and if Facebook is any
indication, a lot of you were surprised by
the increase. I’ll be the first to agree that
the brochure did a great job of getting information out, but where it lacked was in
answering why specific areas were seeing
such a huge increase to their tax bill.
As a brief overview, MPAC assesses property values for the purposes of taxation and
then the municipal/regional/education tax
rates should increase/decrease by a similar
percentage to keep your tax cost the same.
This is because despite the fact your house
increased in value; it doesn’t raise the cost
of plowing the road in front of it, increase
the speed at which grass grows in the park
or change the distance garbage trucks need
to travel between houses. You can see this
in action by looking at the tax rates last
year vs this year and notice it did actually
lessen by just under five per cent. Here’s
the kicker though… your house almost
certainly went up in value more than
that… and for some of you, drastically!

Because I’m most familiar with Keswick
I’ll stick with that area, where I’m sure
many of you were confused when you saw
“average assessment of $327,140” listed.
In Simcoe Landing alone the average
home now costs ~$700,000! Before you
panic, MPAC’s adjustments only happen
every four years, so your tax bill isn’t going to double next year but if you were
shocked by the increase this year, expect a
similar increase again next year unless
spending is curbed significantly.
The assessed value in many of the urban
areas of Georgina increased by around 10
per cent this year (with that same increase
planned next year), so while the “average”
property saw an increase of $117.25 many
of you witnessed two to four times that
amount. This problem is sadly going to get
worse in the near future because there is a
growing price separation in specific areas
of town.
When MPAC reassess in 2020, homes in
areas like Simcoe Landing could possibly
see valuation increases of 100 per cent
over four years. Regardless of the fact that
Georgina was the hottest market in Ontario
for a while, the average home won’t in-

crease by anywhere close to that amount.
This in effect makes the burden of a slight
tax rate increase a very cumbersome load
on a small area of town. My fear, of
course, is that this burden is hitting some
of the most vulnerable people in our community. You see, this area is filled with
renters and that rent is going to have to rise
to cover the increased property tax. This
means that someone making minimum
wage will need to find close to 40 more
hours of work away from their family just
to maintain where they live. For a retiree,
this may be impossible.
The knee-jerk response by many is that
Georgina needs more business; and although there’s truth in that, it’s not going
to suddenly be here tomorrow. The sad
reality is that it’s not going to be here in
quantities that make a difference next year
or the year after that either. The immediate
solution is to watch spending going forward, not simply as a means to lower the
tax burden for all, but also in the understanding that certain projects will raise
property values in pockets of the town
which will only compound this problem.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Finally! Thank you, Curt.
We want to wish Marguerite
Rickards a very happy 80th
birthday. Marguerite will receive family and friends at an
Open House in the Club 55
room of the Pefferlaw Lions
Hall on Saturday, July 15
from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. Cheers
After 10 years of lobbying the to you, Marguerite!
Ministry of Natural Resources
and Ontario Parks, a new sign
has been erected to accurately
recognize the historical significance of Morning Glory
swamp.
Previously, Ontario Parks
identified the Highway 48
entrance into the nature reserve as Duclos Point but
thanks to the new superinten- The Allison clan surprised
mom, Ruby Allison when her
dant at Sibbald’s Point Provincial Park, Curt Morris, and grand-and-greatgrandchildren flew in from
our relentless lobbying efforts, a new sign was recently British Columbia to help her
erected and rightly recognizes celebrate her 90th Birthday at
the area as the Morning Glory the Egypt Hall on Sunday,
July 9. Cheers to you, Ruby!
Nature Reserve.

7

8

Portraits of Giving tour in Georgina

Attending the event at the Link on June 20 were L to R: Mayor
Margaret Quirk, Recipient Kathy Foch, MPP Julia Munro, Sutton
BIA Chair Carolyn Crate, Sponsor Mike Waddington and Georgina Chamber Chair Jim Beechy.
Each year for the past eight
years, Karen Merk of Merk Photography culminates her recognition of community business
leaders who volunteer for the
betterment of their community
with a Portraits in Giving exhibit
featuring photographic portraits
of all honourees in York Region.
On June 20 at the Link in Sut-

ton, the 2017 Portraits of Giving
Georgina honourees included
Kathy Foch and current and past
Georgina Chamber Chairs. The
tour was at the Link until July 7.
Ms. Merk said the focus of the
touring exhibit is to recognize
those in York Region who give
back to their community and to
inspire others to do the same.
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More taxes needed to fill funding gap...York Region
If York Region gets their way, you could
be paying more to drive, see a show or buy
a beer. York Region says it needs new
sources of revenue to help fund growth
related infrastructure projects and to maintain existing assets. As a result, it has requested the Province of Ontario provide it
the same revenue generating powers as the
City of Toronto.
Currently, Toronto has the ability (albeit
they don’t use it) to raise additional tax
revenues in areas not granted to tier one
municipalities. Specifically, Toronto can
impose a municipal land transfer tax, a
personal vehicle registration tax, a billboard tax, alcohol tax, tobacco tax and an
entertainment tax.
“York Region’s revenue-raising powers are
currently limited to property taxes, development charges, user fees, fines and penalties and investment income,” said York
Region chairman and CEO Wayne Emmerson. “However, these will not be enough to
fully pay for the cost of growth or to look
after our assets in a financially sustainable
way. Development charges, while an important source of funding, do not pay for

the full capital cost of growth,” he said.
A recent development charges background
study at the Region revealed that growthrelated infrastructure will cost $6.5 billion
by 2031. Development charges would support 57 per cent of those costs leaving a
shortfall of $2.8 billion.
“We are seeking additional revenue raising
powers like the ones afforded to the City of
Toronto which will allow us to address
infrastructure needs, including paying for
the share of growth-related projects that are
not recoverable through development
charges,” said David Barrow, Mayor of
Richmond Hill and Chair of Finance and
Administration.
He said if the province were to grant York
Region the opportunity to impose these
new taxes, the next step would be to discuss with its nine municipalities how to
administer the collection and distribution of
the revenues.
“The next discussion we would have is
how do we split this up,” he said. “The
Region is looking at this as a regional thing
and then we will discuss it with our regional municipalities. The Region just

wants to know if we can have the same
tools.”
The model approved for Toronto, which
describes the taxes as revenue generating
tools, permits the collection of taxes between one to five per cent on spirits purchased through the LCBO and on tobacco
products. Mr. Barrow said the entertainment tax would allow the same range of
taxes to be applied to entertainment activities such as concert tickets, amusement
parks and theatre tickets.
“We wouldn’t necessarily use all of the
tools,” he said, but a 20 per cent increase in
total revenues might be something the Region would shoot for.
“Being fiscally responsible means taking
the necessary steps now to manage both
short and long-term risks,” he said.
York Region isn’t alone in trying to uncover additional revenue streams to make
ends meet. According to Mr. Barrow, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario
(AMO) is looking at whether or not the
HST can be increased by one per cent and
the proceeds be sent directly to the municipalities.
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The ever popular Pefferlaw River Take a Kid Fishing Event
Perfect fishing conditions were
the order of the day for the 11th
Annual Pefferlaw River Fishing
Event at the Peninsula Resort
on Saturday, July 8.
Photos: (Top Left) Mayor Margaret Quirk dropped by and met
Abubakr Tariq, 8, from Markham as he posed with his yellow perch catch.
(Top Right) Kale Morgan, 5,
proudly displays the sunfish he
caught.
(Bottom Left) One of the lucky
winners of the free prize draw
during the event.
(Bottom Right) A member of the Ontario Federation of Anglers and
Hunters (OFAH) describes some of the invasive species on display to
young anglers. They
were also on hand with
their Tackle Share program sponsored by Ontario Power Generation.
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Bids for Pefferlaw Ice Pad roof over budget
Council was “disappointed” to learn that
the bids received from contractors willing
to construct the new roof for the Pefferlaw
Ice Pad were well over budget.
The project, estimated to cost $786,225,
received bids for between $1 million and
$1.3 million. Council received a Canada
150 grant of $315,000 for the project with
a stipulation that the roof be ready by
March 2018.
Both staff and the design consultants who
had initially estimated the cost based on
their design, were hard pressed to explain
why the bids were so high.
“It is hard to fathom what is going on in
this case,” said Denis Taccagnella from
Steenhof Building Services.
He said the structure price for the roof
came in on target, but the peripheral components of the job were all elevated.
He explained that the demand for contractors who can perform the work required is
outstripping supply and described one
scenario where a municipality is paying
the hotel housing costs for workers to
keep them on the job.
Georgina’s Director of Recreation and
Culture, Robin McDougall, said when the
Town applied for the Canada 150 grant,

the estimated costs were appropriate. “So
we are just as surprised that it has all come
back the way that it has as the consultants
are,” she said adding, “We are still evaluating what had gone wrong.”
CAO Winanne Grant told council she did
not anticipate being able to negotiate a
better price within the current procurement process.
“We are going to have to look at other
move forward options and that is what
staff needs to go away and determine.”
She asked council to delegate authority to
her to identify a solution and potentially
award a contract within the budgeted
amount. She said she wants the ability to
look at procurement options and the scope
of work options.
“We are looking for a creative solution. I
don’t want to paint a picture that is prettier
than what it is,” she said.
Because the Canada 150 funding grant is
contingent upon meeting the March 2018
deadline, council was encouraged to give
the CAO delegated authority to keep the
project moving.
“Potentially we will need to award
through delegated authority but we will
keep you informed,” Ms. Grant said.
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Osprey rescue on Pefferlaw River

279

Caught up in baler twine and
hanging 40 feet above the Pefferlaw River by a limb (inset),
this osprey can thank a band of
local residents and Shades of
Hope for his daring rescue.
Pefferlaw resident Moira Saunders spotted the osprey in trouble and enlisted the help of
Brian Guildford, Kirk Eddy and
tree specialist, John Wright.
Using Mr. Eddy’s boat for ac-

cess, Mr. Wright was able to
lower the limb with the osprey
onto the boat.
Shades of Hope was called in
after he was freed and the osprey was relocated to the wild
life refuge for rehabilitation in
Pefferlaw. (See photo above).
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CELBRATING
CANADA 150

At the ROC...
Madison Raymond, 9, tries her hand at
crafting a Canada Day bandana. Madison and her parents were camping at
Sibbald Point Provincial Park when they
learned of the ROC celebrations.

Smiles all around at the Urban Slide which was set up at the ROC facility during the
Canada Day weekend celebrations. It was definitely wet and wild!

These two ladies, Cakes by Jez (left) and
Terry Fox Run champion Laurie Carriere (right) hosted two of the many vendor and display tables dotting the ROC
landscape.

(Above) The popular bouncy castles set up for
Canada Day were a busy attraction all afternoon.
(Right) Two year old Ria Barbon got the surprise of her life when a splash pad fountain
suddenly erupted.

(Left) Georgina Historical Society board
member Linda Fisher and her friendly
pooch are joined by Sarah Harrison
(right) at the General Store at the Georgina Pioneer Village. The village was
open to visitors attending the Canada
Day celebrations.
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CELEBRATING
CANADA 150

Garbed in an apron and utensils in hand, Conservative MP Peter Van Loan dished out
hundreds of pancakes during his annual Canada Day Pancake Breakfast at the East
Gwillimbury Sports Complex. By 9:00 a.m. the line-up for the free breakfast extended
to the sidewalk outside the building.

The Wilfrid Hall Board was host to a
wonderful turn-out on June 24 when the
community got together to celebrate
Canada’s 150th birthday.
The full day of activities included an
early pancake breakfast, afternoon
strawberry shortcake, community-wide
yard sales, a Reekie School reunion and
the inaugural raising of a new Canadian
flag at the Wilfrid Hall.
Top Photo: Edie Bond, the person who
tirelessly lobbied for a flag pole and the
flag, did the honours of raising it for the
first time.
Bottom Photo: Local dignitaries, including the Mayor of Brock John Grant,
local MPP Laurie Scott and MP Jamie
Schmale joined local residents behind a
new Canada 150 flag.

Although most of the Canada Day
celebrations were focused at the
ROC on Canada Day, members of
the Jackson’s Point Business Improvement Association held a
Canada 150 Birthday Party at the
Jackson’s Point parkette on Sunday, July 2.
Photo left: Michael Braun, first in
line for a piece of cake. And below, Ken Hackenbrook just made
it before it disappeared.

15

Music in the Streets

The Town’s IT Manager, Sean Conde, was
recognized at the June 28 council meeting
for delivering service excellence and contributing to the success of the YorkInfo
Partnership where the Self-Service Data
Depot (SSDD) offers real-time, online
access for staff, consultants and partners
to trusted, up-to-date data.

The sun shone on
Saturday, June 24
and the voices rang
out at the Annual
Music in the Streets
Festival sponsored
by Connors Music in
Keswick.
(Top Photo Right)
The two Sutton Fair
Ambassadors, Kessa
Iddison—Senior Ambassador (left) and
Madelyn Grossi—
Junior Ambassador
(right) were on hand
to meet and greet
passersby.
(Centre Right) Lucky
Charms, a local
band from Keswick,
entertained the
crowd.
(Bottom Right) Festival goers were invited to grab a drum
and get into the beat
with the instructor as
he led them through
the basics. Before
long, they were pros!
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Georgina Brock Garden Club’s Flower ity Golf Tournament on Fri. July 14 at Mill
and Vegetable Show is on Mon. July 10 at Run Golf Club. Call Tracy at 1-800-4658633 ext. 233.
7:30 pm at the Wilfrid Hall.

Duck races.

You don’t want to miss the BBQFest at the
ROC on Sat. July 29 and 30. Entertainment,
Kids Zone, Slo-Pitch tournament, food and
The Town of Georgina has some ward
It wouldn’t be summer without the Egypt
boundary revision options for you to take a Annual Homecoming weekend and the ever plenty of vendors and fun. All proceeds
look at and provide feedback on. Attend the -popular Great Camel Race and Community support three Georgina charities. It is your
chance to give back to your community and
Ward Boundary Review at the Pefferlaw
BBQ. Fun starts at noon on Sat. July 15.
have some fun at the same time.
Lions Hall on Tuesday, July 11 or at the
Classic Car Show and Homecoming SunFarmers’ Market on Sat. July 16.
day service at 11:00 am on Sun. July 16.
The Green Acres Camp Ground Annual
Yard Sale in Pefferlaw is on July 29 from
The Jackson’s Point BIA Golf Tournament Get ready for the 5th Annual Festival on
will be held on Thurs. July 13. Contact
High on Sat. July 22 from 10:00 am to 4:00 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. Anything and everything plus BBQ and soft drinks.
Steve for details at sjake2@me.com
pm. A free family fun event for all!
This year the Sutton Kinettes will be sponYou are invited to the First Responders
soring the Duck Race so don’t forget to buy The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers
Appreciation Day at the Keswick Christian a duck at participating retail outlets.
invites you to the Pefferlaw Family Picnic
Church on Sat. July 15 from 10:00 am to
on Monday, August 7. It’s a free day of fun,
2:00 pm. Your opportunity to thank them
Looking for Dory? You can find her at the laughter and games at the Pefferlaw Lions
for all they do!
Community park.
Movie in the Park on Sat. July 22 at the
Jackson’s Point Parkette at 8:30 pm.
There is still time to register your children
There will be a huge multi-family yard sale
for the Summer Art Camps at the Georgina
The
Beaverton
and
Area
House
Tour
will
hosted by the Finnish cottage community at
Arts Centre. Call (905) 722-9587 for detake place on Sun. July 23 from 1:00 to
Cedar Park in Udora on Sat. July 15 from
tails.
5:00
pm.
Tickets
are
$15
in
advance
at
8:00 am to noon. 10064 Old Shiloh Rd.
Maxine’s Fashions or the Meeting Place
Be on the look-out for a Painted Perch cutThe Jackson’s Point BIA is sponsoring Mu- after 11:00 the day of the tour.
out at participating retail stores across
sic in the Park on Sat. July 15 from 4:00 to
Georgina and the Georgina Arts Centre.
Get
out
the
sun
block
and
go
on
down
to
De
7:00 pm featuring Joe Agnello and Soroja.
La Salle on Sun. July 23 for the De La Salle Purchase one and get those creative juices
flowing for the Painted Perch Challenge on
Beach Party from 9:00 am to noon. Water
You can help save a life by signing up for
Sat. Aug. 12 at Jackson’s Point parkette.
the Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge Char- games, treasure hunt, BBQ and Rubber

