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Council to settle MURC site selection by first quarter 2017
Although the details of a proposed $31
million Multi-Use Recreation Complex
(MURC) in south Keswick will have to
wait for the results of six separate research
studies, council has agreed to identify a
site for the project by the end of March
2017.
Ongoing studies to determine the future
need and space requirements for library
services, the fire department and the Civic
Centre are expected to be completed later
this year. These studies will either justify
adding these services to the MURC—in
whole or in part—or not at all. In addition,
a West Park Site analysis, a MURC financial plan and a town-wide economic action
plan are expected to give council more
insight into how big the complex will be
and what services will be offered there.
Council agreed that the complex will be
located somewhere along the Woodbine
Ave. corridor south of the Walmart plaza
and preliminary discussions with a developer have already taken place.
The idea for the MURC was first floated as
a recommendation in the 2014 Recreation
Facility Needs Study (RFNS) which considered forecasted residential growth for
south Keswick and usage of the complex
by residents in East Gwillimbury. Since
then, growth projections have been downscaled and East Gwillimbury council has
announced their own recreational complex.

As a result, consultants will be reassessing
the impact of these two mitigating factors
and will make further recommendations to
council based on their findings with regard
to timing, MURC amenities and phasing-in
opportunities.
Another huge piece of the MURC puzzle is
funding. A 2015 Development Charges
Background Study suggests Georgina can
use $27 million in development charges
revenue to help pay for the project between
now and 2025.
Council is also betting on being able to
cash in on some provincial and federal
funding for the MURC, which is one of the
reasons they moved so quickly to identify
a site.
“What I would like to see us do is move
forward in getting this project shovel
ready,” Ward 1 Councillor Naomi Davison
said. “I think that is an important term with
respect to gaining grant monies and bringing money into this community to make
this a reality…if we are not shovel ready,
the grant money could come and go and
we won’t have access to it. So what I am
asking is that we move as quickly as possible to secure a location.”
But a couple of council members questioned the urgency. Specifically, Ward 4
Councillor Frank Sebo said he was “a little
perplexed by the perceived sense of urgency” and was concerned with the reduc-

tion in population forecasts and the loss of
anticipated MURC users from East Gwillimbury.
“The original RFNS included forecasts and
predictions for the number of users that
would be coming from outside of Georgina
including East Gwillimbury and that was a
third of the users. That is a big chunk,”
Councillor Sebo said. “And we not going
to access them now because they are going
to have their own.”
He added, “This is a big ticket item and
this is a big decision and we need to make
sure we have assessed it fully.”
When recommending the MURC in 2014,
the RFNS identified it with a multi-tank
aquatics facility, a double gymnasium with
an elevated walking track, dedicated seniors and youth lounges, meeting rooms,
fitness studio, a library branch and ancillary spaces for sports organization offices,
food and beverage and storage.
Mayor Margaret Quirk said all of the studies and research are required so council has
the information it needs to make decisions
that will not only affect the MURC, but all
Georgina residents and other amenities as
well.
“We want to make sure we have a financial plan in place for this so we know moving ahead, what it is going to cost us, how
we are going to fund it, how we are going
Continued on page 6...
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor:
Interesting feelings by Mr. Robert
Volpe in a Letter to Editor in the
Post. It is understandable, but it
really all stems from the fact that
there is no Common Sense left
and has been replaced by Greed in
everything, everywhere. In the
past there was no foresight,
money did not” seem” a problem-everything went and that is now
coming to bite every Town/City
in the you know what.
And interesting enough, there still
is no foresight (i.e. building a
multi-use recreational facility and
“run by the Town”). There is the
ROC already, not paying for itself
as yet. One good idea was actually to go partners with the
YMCA and let them run it.
Everywhere there is new construction, making the roads wider,
only to spread out the traffic. And
the crossings wider and bigger,
but no foresight as to the stoplights. It takes longer for pedestrians to cross-- the light goes green
and traffic goes--and it happened
to me. I just about ran over a pedestrian who was not finished
crossing yet.
Mr. Volpe, we have not
seen anything yet. The money has
to come from somewhere and that
is the tax-payer/home-owner.
People are on edge already, and
shoot/stab each other, no conscious or common sense.
Joe Vanderloo
Keswick

I’m still on the
Economic Development &
Tourism kick
Further on in this newspaper you
will find a story regarding council’s discussion on the results of
the new Economic Development
Strategy and Action Plan.
As you probably know, kick starting our economic engine in Georgina is paramount if we are ever
going to get the jobs we need and
the tax relief we deserve. But
somehow, I’m not sure the findings of this study will get us there.
I just don’t think it is strong
enough.
In the first place, there is no recommendation for additional resources—financial or otherwise. I
find it strange that the most urgent
priority in our midst operates on
$670,000 a year out of a $68 million budget. That is under one per
cent.

Secondly, it sounds like the Town
is going to transfer the bulk of its
tourism activities over to the
Georgina Chamber of Commerce.
These two groups are working on
a service agreement that will give
us the details but I’m thinking
tourism should be a separate
Town division with its own staff,
its own budget and a strategic
plan of its own. The Chamber has
its own mandate with a volunteer
board and one full-time staffer.
Our lake frontage is a huge tourism magnet and opportunity—it
could be so much more than it is.
I invite everyone (council included) to drive up to Orillia and
see what that community (with a
smaller population, I might add)
has done with their waterfront and
their tourism mandate. “Orillia is
Making Tourism a Priority” is
their new battle cry and the difference this mind-set has made to a
once sleepy and tired downtown
core is amazing and it is almost as
enviable as the gardens, amenities
and attractions they’ve invested in
throughout their lakefront.
If we are serious about tourism,
then let’s get serious.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Ministry issues new order for Thane
After the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
(MOECC) removed a 14-yearold clean-up order in July 2014
for the former Thane smelter
property on Warden Ave., a
judicial review was launched by
both the Town of Georgina and
Keswick resident Debbie
Gordon to have the order reinstated.
But the original order has not
been re-instated. Instead, on
June 30, 2016, MOECC issued
a new order to Thane Developments owner Howard Sniatowski requiring him to prepare
and publicly share a mitigation
plan for the site by October 11,
2016.
According to the Ministry’s
order, measures are required to
control the migration of salt/
slag and impacted soils to eliminate and/or prevent further offsite erosion and leachate generation.
Specifically, the plan is to include mitigation measures and
activities to control erosion and
leachate production from the
site. The plan must also include
an on-going monitoring program to determine the effectiveness of the control measures. In
addition, financial assurances
must be made to ensure the
costs of the plan and mitigation
measures are covered. Mr. Sniatowski must also post a copy of
the plan on the Thane Public
Input and Notification Committee website to allow access to
the mitigation plan by members
of the public.

The Minister’s order also recommended that the remedial
options presented in a 2007
Ministry ordered Environmental
Site Assessment Report be considered when the mitigation
plan is being developed. The
options identified were: a) excavate and removal of the slag
pile and impacted soils; b) complete entombment with leachate
collection; c) install an engineered composite cover and
surface water controls.
A number of local residents
believe the only solution is to
excavate and remove the 30,000
tonnes of salt/slag and impacted
soils from the site. But the Ministry’s response to these requests was to confirm their decision that a mitigation plan
must first be submitted and reviewed.
“...the Ministry will determine
the next steps following review
of the mitigation plan, one of
which may be removal of the
salt/slag from the property,” the
Ministry said.
Debbie Gordon, a long-time
local activist fighting to have
the site cleaned-up, sees the
issuance of the new order as
“not perfect, but better than
nothing.”
“It is a win for us,” she said,
adding, prior to the order requiring a mitigation plan, there was
no order at all on the property.
She also said her judicial review
legal proceedings have been put
into abeyance until the mitigation plan has been completed.
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More fun...more Painted Perch
It is time again to get those
creative juices flowing and
compete in the 5th Annual
Painted Perch Challenge on
August 13.
All Georgina residents, young
and young-at-heart, are invited
to purchase one of the “perch
cut-outs” now on sale at Kat’s
Gallery, Pepperwood Design,
Eustace Pharmasave, D.W. &
Sons Bait Shop and the Georgina Arts Centre.
There is no limit to what you
can do with your perch and
organizers are challenging you
to “let your imagination run
wild.”
Adult-size perch entries are
$20 and the child-size is $10.
A free paint starter kit is included for children under six.
This event has quickly become
a favoured and popular Jackson’s Point BIA fundraising
event and brings residents together as they cast a vote for
their favourite artistic entry.
“The decorated perch will be

displayed in the parkette where
you can help decide on the
winners by judging for your
favourite fish,” said Kat Taylor
of Kat’s Gallery.
This year, the competition has
been opened to include two
new categories: a business
category and a 125th Anniversary of Sutton and Jackson’s
Point category.
There are only 100 adult, 100
minnow and 25 business fish
available so participants are
encouraged to get theirs early.
The Painted Perch Challenge is
an all-day event and includes
games, artisans, food, a putting
contest, an auction of a
“celebrity” fish by Canadian
landscape artist Robert McAffee and tons of live music. This
year to add to the fun, visitors
can climb aboard an interactive
and wacky musical bike and
take a ride while playing the
instruments.
So mark your calendars, get a
fish and start decorating!
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Council adopts recommendations in ED Strategy and Action Plan
The details of a $30,000 update to Georgina’s Economic Development and Action
Plan were discussed at a special council
meeting on Tuesday, July 5 and listed a
number of action items that are expected to
deliver positive results for Georgina’s
economy.
Consultant David Cash of Cash & Associates Inc. and Georgina’s Manager of Economic Development Karyn Stone told
council the “made in Georgina” plan was
designed “for achieving sustainable economic growth and employment.”
Ms. Stone described the plan as a collaborative effort among local, regional and provincial partners to ensure it was aligned
with their goals.
“This review also ensures that we are not
duplicating, but leveraging the efforts of
our private and public partners,” she said.
The research document identified 3,800
businesses within Georgina of which 2,872
are owner-operated without employees. Of
the remaining 928 businesses, 82 per cent
have less than nine employees.
Based on 2011 data, the report estimated
that of the 24,930 people in the labour

force in Georgina, approximately 7,500 are
employed in Georgina with more than 70
per cent commuting to work elsewhere.
The profile of Georgina’s resident labour
force suggests that service sector employment continues to account for the majority
of employment in the Town (95%) followed next by accommodation and food
service, health care/social assistance/
education sectors.
However, the report identified a number of
emerging industries with the potential to
grow and expand
within the community include manufacturing, marinas,
golf courses, agriculture and construction.
With this information, Cash identified
four strategic directions for Economic
Development staff to
focus on: 1) support
the expansion of the
Town’s existing
businesses and target

new business investment;
2) enhance and diversify the tourism industry; 3) leverage economic impact of agriculture, food and agritourism; 4) boost investment readiness.
The document also reported on the results
of a questionnaire designed to survey residents on various economic development
strategies. These included questions on
tourism, internet connectivity, waterfront
assets, the Keswick Business park and
“dry industrial lands” in Pefferlaw.
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MURC site selection
Continued from page 1.
to pay for it and the other thing
is operating—so we know from
an operations point of view
how we are going to fund the
operations,” she said. She also
suggested a multi-tank aquatics
facility in Keswick could impact the use of the Sutton pool.
“And what does this do to our
current pool in Sutton and how
do we make sure that it stays
viable?” she asked.
With the answer to that question and the results of the various studies coming before
council prior to the 2017
budget negotiations in November, it is expected council will
have the information it needs to
determine how much land will
be required for the MURC.
“All of these dominoes are falling into place and we will have
a lot of theses answers within
the next few months,” Mayor
Quirk said.
Another question raised at the
July 5 council meeting which

could also have an impact on
the amount of land required at
the MURC was, what to do
with the four West Park ball
diamonds.
Historically, flooding and
drainage have been issues and
Robin McDougall, Director of
Recreation, presented a number
of options, ranging from a total
rebuild ($7-8 million) to replace/repair ($3 million) to new
diamonds at the MURC ($6
million) for council to consider
moving forward.
Council decided to spend
$15,000 to generate a design
for the ‘total rebuild’ option
and take it to the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority
(LSRCA) for approval. If the
design is not granted LSRCA
approval, council discussed the
option of moving the diamonds
to the MURC.
Ms. McDougall told council
baseball revenues from all
Georgina baseball facilities
total $47,000 a year.

7

Tennyson Tidbits
Congratulations to Garry and Elizabeth
Johnston and their team at the Canadian
Tire Store in Keswick for winning the
Canadian Tire Jumpstart Team Award
for Canada. The award recognizes them
for the success of their fundraising activities to support organized sports and
active participation among children. In
addition, we also send a shout out to
Garry who received his 20-year pin as a
Canadian Tire retailer. Cheers to all!
We sadly announce the
passing of
Harry LeDuc,
87, on
Wednesday,
June 22. Beloved husband
of the late
Shirley LeDuc
and dear father
of Raymond, Rhona, Rhonda McDougall (Ed). Predeceased by his son
Roger. Loving grandfather of Sarah
(Darcy), Tiffany (Justin), Norman,
Elizabeth (Mike), Randy and Robi-Ann
(Brian). He will be fondly remembered
by his great grandchildren, extended
family and many friends.
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Members of the Pefferlaw Firefighters’
Association were out washing cars at
the Pefferlaw Fire Hall during their
Annual Car Wash on Saturday, June
25. Monies raised support various community initiatives funded by the Association.

I wish this little
photo was in
colour so you
could see this
delightful
“Fairies Garden” created by
the youngsters at
Shoberry’s on Hwy. 48.
The kids designed it
and then went about
finding all of the plants
and whimsical garden
accents to create it.
Charming doesn’t even
begin to describe it because it is way too cute
Mayor Quirk divvied up the proceeds of for words! They’ve
the First Annual Mayor’s Golf Classic even hidden a few
by awarding the Georgina Trades Train- fairies among the
ing Centre and the Georgina Food Pan- flowers and the game
is on to find them.
try each $18,500.00. Wow!
EDITOR’S NOTE:
I want to personally pay tribute to a man I greatly admired as
a person, a confidant and as a journalist. John Slykhuis died
on Wednesday, July 6 after a collision with a vehicle while
riding his bicycle along Black River Road in Sutton. I mourn
his loss and extend my personal condolences to his family and
his many friends. John and I were members of our own mutual
admiration society. I admired his kind spirit, his writing, his
insight and his ability to quickly assess a situation and then
summarize it succinctly and accurately. He will be fondly
remembered and sadly missed. Rest in peace, John and thank
you for all your kind support. Memorial services will be held
at Skwarchuk Funeral Home in Bradford on July 16 from 2:00
to 4:00 pm. Sincerely, Karen

Last Issue: cycle, jump, swim
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Pefferlaw River Take a Kid Fishing
At times, the sounds at the
10th Annual Pefferlaw River
Take a Kid Fishing event
were reminiscent of the
screams and laugher you typically hear at an amusement
park. And for those who volunteered at the Peninsula Resort on July 9 when more than
125 kids cast their lines into
the river, the giggles and
smiles when they caught their
first fish made everything
worthwhile.
According to event organizer
Karen Wolfe, the Pefferlaw
River Take a Kid Fishing
event becomes more and more
popular every year. “It’s so
much fun to watch the kids
outdoors enjoying the sport of
fishing with their families,”
she said.
She says over 320 people preregistered for the event this
year and with the support of
her sponsors, she is able to
provide the guests an angling
experience at no cost. Thank
you to: The Town of Georgina, the Peninsula Resort, the
Pefferlaw Anglers Club, the
Ontario Federation of Anglers
and Hunters, Sobeys in Sutton, Steve’s No Frills, Sutton
Home Hardware, Canadian
Tire Keswick, York Environmental Stewardship, Pefferlaw Lions Club, Grant Smith,
Kirk Eddy, James Smockum,
Mr. Softee, the Pefferlaw
Firefighters’ Association, St.
John’s Ambulance and a wonderful team of volunteers. It
was a great day—thank you!
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Continues on pages 10 and 11.
Volunteer Lorraine Hackenbrook was too busy cooking
pancakes for the Sunkist
Beach Association fundraising event on June 25 to look
up into the camera. The Association’s hosts annual
community yard sale, silent
auction and BBQ.

June 25 dawned a wonderful
day to spend at the Georgina
Pioneer Village to watch reenactors from the 21st Mississippi Volunteer Infantry present
drills and skirmishes, artillery
and cavalry demonstrations.
This confederate civil war infantry is based in Ontario and focuses on the Canadian contribution to the American Civil War.

Music in the
Streets
Uptown Keswick was definitely the place to be on June
25 during the 20th Anniversary of Connors Music
“Music in the Streets” festival.
With seven sound stages set
up along Simcoe St. and The
Queensway more than 100
performances by local musicians entertained music goers for six hours.
Top photo: Amelie Desrosiers is drummer extraordinaire as she shows off her
stuff.
Bottom photo: These Connors Music students sing and
play along with the Disciples
of Joe band.

10
Organizers of the
Wilfrid Festival on
June 25 were delighted to see our
York Simcoe MP
Peter Van Loan
when he stopped by
to have a pancake
breakfast and buy
his son John a couple of trucks from
one of the many
village yard sales.

Georgina hosts 1st
RIBFEST!!

One of over 30 vendors exhibiting at the
Link during the
Grand Opening of the
Georgina Farmer’s
Market was Small
Town Co., a local
business selling ecofriendly soaps, lip
butter and other personal care products
such as bath bombs
and bath salts.
Established in 2015,
the company provides
customized personal
service and orders for
bridal showers.

Georgina welcomed its first Ribfest on
Canada Day weekend at the ROC and
was one of 18 Ontario communities to
host the Northern Heat Rib Series.
Canada Day was a bit of a wash-out
for the rib vendors but it was sunny
and dry on Saturday and Sunday and
rib fans not only enjoyed the food but
the entertainment as well.
(My ribs were “fall-off-the-bone”
delicious.)
A huge shout-out to the organizers, Natalia Zammitti and Donna Callfas, and their
volunteers for pulling together the highly successful grand opening of the Georgina
Farmers’ Market at the Link on Sunday, July 3. The weather couldn’t have been better
and the large crowd caught a few of the vendors off-guard as some sold out their entire stock before noon. In addition to the 30 plus vendors on site, music and children’s
activities, shoppers were invited to participate in free movement classes of yoga and
zumba.
The Farmers’ Market will be held every Sunday from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm throughout
the summer.

(Top photo) Mike Hagan, rib chef
extraordinaire from British Columbia
slathers a rack of Oak and Barrel ribs
for a line-up of customers.
(Bottom photo L to R) Maya Boivin
found her ribs ‘finger lickin’ good’ as
she and Dad Thierry dive into an order.
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Above (L to R) :
Georgina Historical Society Board
member Ellie
Thompson and a
friend tend an
antique sale at the
Georgina Pioneer
Village.

The line-ups were long but the pancakes and Canadian Bacon were piping hot at the East Gwillimbury Sports Complex where York Simcoe Conservative MP Peter Van Loan and his crew served their traditional Canada Day breakfast. But hungry constituents weren’t bored waiting in line
as Mr. Van Loan took the opportunity to distribute a questionnaire to poll
his guests on their voting preferences—either maintain the status quo
“first past the post” electoral system or implement an alternative voting
system. A number of alternative options were listed on the questionnaire
for consideration and it gave people an opportunity to discuss the issue
as they inched closer to the food. Mr. Van Loan said the Electoral Reform
consultation had the following result—no change, retain current system
66% ; Mixed Member Proportional Representation 6%; Preferential Ballot 6%; Party List Proportional Representation 3%; Two Round Voting
(France Model) 2%; Single Transferable Vote (Australian Model) 1%;
No Preference selected 15%. A majority also indicated that any change
should be put to a national referendum.

(Centre) Shaylyn
Anderson, 7, from
Willow Beach
finds a dry spot at
the ROC Chalet to
participate in the
many kids’ activities.
(Below) Jean
Cummings from
Hamilton and her
little dog, Maggie
May, did not let
the soggy weather
dampen their
Canada Day spirit
and they took in
all of the ROC
celebrations. .

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
The 10th Annual “Great Camel Races” in
Egypt are all set to run on Saturday, July
16 at the Egypt Hall. Community fun and
barbecue starts at noon and the races start
at 1:00 pm. Homecoming Sunday in Egypt
takes place on July 17 in the Egypt Church
at 11:00 am. Vintage vehicle show and a
barbeque follows.
Bring the kids and grandkids to the Keswick Library to watch free movies and
enjoy a freezie—July 15-Finding Nemo;
July 22-Tarzan. All movies begin at 10:30
am.
The Sibbald Point Provincial Park will be
free of charge on Friday, July 15 as part of
a Healthy Parks, Healthy People movement. Great time to slip in and visit the
Susan Sibbald Museum at Eildon Hall if
you have never seen it.

able during the 125x125 GAC Event Day
on July 23 from 5:00 to 9:00 pm.

Port Bolster Baptist Church, (a member
of the F.E.B.C. in Canada) on Durham
Rd. 23 (Lakeridge Rd.) just north of
Hope 4 Paws is hosting a Christmas in July
Hwy. 48 invites you to Sunday Morning
fundraising event on Saturday, July 23 at
Services at 10:30 am. ALL ARE WELthe Sutton Legion from 10:00 am to 2:00
COME. Pastor Richard Thistle, (705)
pm. Great sales, door prizes and an oppor324-6540.
tunity to have your picture taken with
Santa.
CLASSIFIED ADS
If you are looking for a new author to try
or want to explore some of the rich, local
literary talent, check out the Local Author
Festival at the Peter Gzowski Library in
Sutton on Sunday, July 24 from 1:00 to
4:00 pm.
The Beaverton Thorah Eldon Historical
Society House Tour will be held on Sunday, July 24. Tickets are $15 and can be at
Maxine’s or at the Meeting Place at 284
Simcoe St. after 11:00 am on July 24.

The Georgina Lawn Bowling Club invites
you to the ICD Mixed Pairs Invitational
Event at the Georgina Lawn Bowling Club
at the Civic Centre on Wednesday, July 20
at 10:00 am.

The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers
(PAR) present their annual Pefferlaw Family
Picnic on Monday, August 1 from 10:00 am
to 4:00 pm. Come for this free community
event featuring live entertainment, bouncy
Everyone is welcome to the Greenbelt Mu- castle, free games for the kiddies, Zoo to You
ral Event at the Link on Saturday, July 23 and more. The Pefferlaw and District Lions
from 9:00 am to 4 pm. Come out and help Club will be there hosting their popular Antique Classic Car Show. It’s fun for everythe Greenbelt Artist paint a 30 ft. mural at
one.

the Link.

Music, children’s entertainment and vendors in Market Square in Sutton on Sat.
July 23 means fun for the whole family.
And don’t forget to purchase a duck for the
popular Duck Race.
Bring a blanket and a chair and join in the
fun at the Movie Night in the Parkette in
Jackson’s Point on Saturday, July 23.
The GAC is calling all artists to donate
work for their 125x125 art fundraising
event. All skill levels and all medium are
welcome. Sales of the works will be avail-

The Georgina Lawn
Bowling Club will hold
their Georgina Club
Trophy Tournament on
Wed. Aug. 5 at 10:00
am at the Civic Centre.
Gabi von Gans is celebrating the Sutton and
Jackson’s Point 125
Anniversary with a 12month perpetual calendar featuring iconic
images. You can purchase one at Village
Traditions in Sutton.

FOR SALE

Apartment size GE White washing
machine in excellent condition.
Energy saver. $175.00. Call (705)
437-2573.

NOTICE
BOARD MEMBERS WANTED

The Georgina Historical Society is seeking local participation for its
volunteer Board of Directors.
We're looking for dedicated and conscientious volunteer board members to lead
and strengthen our organization and heritage programming. If you can contribute
your time and creativity and are interested in exploring this opportunity, please
contact President, Karen Wolfe at (705)
437-1216 or email:
karen.wolfe@sympatico.ca to find out
whether this volunteer opportunity is right
for you.

