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Town takes a step closer to revitalizing downtown business districts
The results of a study detailing approximately $8 million in recommended improvements to the business districts of Sutton, Jackson’s Point and downtown Keswick were submitted to council on July 9
for its adoption.
Previously, council approved the three
business districts as Community Improvement Areas and the study was commissioned to layout a plan that would transform theses areas into improved economic
environments that would attract tourists
and new businesses.
The 130-page study report was the compilation of research results and consultation
with town staff and business owners during workshop sessions. Specifically, the
Community Improvement Plan discusses
conceptual plans for streetscape enhancements, parking strategies, parklands improvements and delves into townsupported financial incentive programs to
encourage business owners to share in the
cost of improvements.
The plan proposes a five-phase implementation approach—and suggests the estimated costs for the recommendations be a
shared responsibility between the Town
and the individual BIAs.
“This report also advocates that the improvements can, and should be, implemented incrementally over time through a
phasing schedule and that the responsibil-

ity for capital costs and ongoing maintenance costs is to be shared among the town
and the individual BIA,” the report states.
“It is also anticipated that, over time, funding from the Region or province or federal
governments may be available to assist
with components of the longer-term plan.”
With a $20,000 economic development
budget in 2014, council was advised that
this money would be used as incentive
grants for façade improvement, heritage
building improvement and landscape improvement.
The report, authored by The Planning Partnership, said the conceptual plans outlined
may need to be reviewed and adjusted
based on the needs and priorities of each of
the downtown area BIAs.
To assist the BIAs and town staff in prioritizing the improvements, the report outlined possible phasing-in scenarios with
related estimated costs.
For Sutton, the report identified between
$2.5 million and $3.5 million in upgrades
which include: streetscaping element upgrades ($287,000) along High Street and
Dalton Rd.; a boardwalk along the Black
River between Middle St. and River St.
and a pier and pedestrian promenade connecting High Street and Market Square to
the riverfront ($114,750); key intersection
improvements ($540,000) including crosswalks and curb bumpouts; market square

and park improvements ($1,320,000) and
streetscape improvements ($925,000).
Suggested improvements for the Jackson’s
Point business district include: streetscaping element upgrades ($217,000) as outlined in the Jackson’s Point BIA Revitalization Project and Branding Plan; key intersection improvements ($270,000) at
Lake Drive and Dalton Road, Dalton Road
and Metro Rd and Lake Dr and Lorne St.;
park improvements along Lorne St. from
Lake Dr. to Jackson’s Pt. Wharf
($1,551,000); and streetscape improvements ($650,000) and transitional space
improvements ($65,000). There was also a
recommendation to promote public/private
partnerships to develop patios and cafés
etc.
The revitalization plans for uptown Keswick include streetscaping element upgrades ($190,000) such as furnishings, tree
plants and light standards, key intersection
improvements ($360,000), parkettes and
pedestrian links ($1.488,000), market
structure ($80,000) adjacent to Simcoe
Ave. and Church St. and streetscape improvements ($600,000) such improved
sidewalks, bump-outs and crosswalks.
After discussions concerning how priorities would be set as the plan unfolds and
where financing opportunities may lie,
council adopted a by-law to approve the
Community Improvement Plan.
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No time out for breaking the rules
For those of you who don’t
know me well, I grew up on
Holmes Point and the beach
there holds a forest of warm
memories for me. I learned to
swim there, allowing myself to
walk out for 13 sandbars before
I had to begin to paddle back to
shore.
In my experience as a youngster, it was the best sandy beach
around—there were no rocks
and no weeds—and it had a
little shack where you could
buy ice cream and candy.
My children also learned to
swim there and it was outfitted
with change rooms and a washroom.
I still consider Holmes Point
Beach one of the best beaches
on Lake Simcoe. But I wonder
if that praise comes from a
stubborn sense of nostalgia
rather than from its current condition which now pales in comparison to the beach I knew as a
kid.
The lakeshore is no longer
sandy—you have to pick your
way through small rocks and
stones to get to the sandy bottom. There is no change room,
it has all been boarded up and
the only washroom is a port-apotty.
I recently sat down with four
Holmes Point residents at their
home to discuss issues surrounding the park—issues
which they say stem from neglect, from disrespect and from
a lack of enforcement.
There are signs posted along
the border of the park identifying five activities which are not
allowed:
1) No dogs
2) No littering
3) No drinking
4) No golfing (weird?)
5) No motorized vehicles
The residents on Holmes Point
say all but four of these forbidden activities are regularly ignored (golfing in the park doesn’t appear to be a problem.)
Although the signs are posted,
there are no penalties listed to
advise those who do not follow

the rules, what the consequences might be. And when
one resident approached a bylaws officer to address an infraction, he was told the officer
did not have the authority to do
anything about it.
Does that mean that there is no
by-law against littering, against
alcohol, against motorized vehicles, against dogs or against
golfing at the beach? And if no
one has the authority to ask
someone to suspend their inappropriate behaviour, then what
good is the sign? And if there is
no penalty for ignoring the
signs, why bother with them
anyway?
It is a given that it is darned
hard to change someone’s behaviour if they cannot be motivated to do so. The example at
Holmes Point Park suggests
some kind of deterrent is required. And, if by-laws officers
have no authority, then give
them some. Change rooms and
a washroom wouldn’t be a bad
idea either.
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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Walking Lake Simcoe to give thanks
for water

With less than two kilometres
left in their 210 kilometre trek
around Lake Simcoe, this
group of First Nations members including Georgina Chippewas arrived at Highway 48
and Pefferlaw Road on July
2— eight days after they began
their spiritual dedication to
Lake Simcoe and Lake
Couchiching. .
The Waawaasegaming Water
Walk 2014 began on Georgina
Island on June 23 and was
designed to increase awareness
and bring attention to the importance of water in sustaining
all life. Waawaasegaming is
Lake Simcoe’s original name
and, according to organizers,
the walk is also the beginning
of an effort to reclaim the
original name.
Approximately 40 supporters
were involved at various junc-

tures along the route and walkers carried a copper kettle full
of water and were accompanied by a man carrying an eagle feather staff. First Nations
Anishinaabe ceremonies conducted before and throughout
the journey were conducted in
Anishinaabe tradition using
their four sacred medicines.
The walk was also a fundraising event to raise money for an
emergency response plan for
accidental spills on either of
the lakes. The money will be
used to purchase clean-up supplies and to provide training to
emergency response teams
around both Lake Simcoe and
Lake Couchiching.
The Waawaasegaming Water
Walk was held in the same
spirit of the Mother Earth Water Walks which began in 2005
around the Great Lakes.
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Seneca students recognized for
contribution to Equity and Diversity

Oriented

(L to R) Deputy Mayor Danny
Wheeler, Ward 3 Councillor
Dave Szollosy, GEDAC staffer
Karen McGill and Ward 4
Councillor Ken Hackenbrook
display two certificates to be
awarded to the Seneca College
students who designed the new
multi-lingual welcome banners

soon to fly on the streets
throughout Georgina.
Ms. McGill told council that
the banners are just part of a
new Equity and Diversity Plan
of Action that is being developed to achieve a racism-free,
welcoming and inclusive Georgina.
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Work begins on new EMS station

Architectural drawing of the new York Region EMS station being built on Hastings
Dr. in Pefferlaw.
Workmen are on Hastings Dr. in Pefferlaw putting in the helical piles to support
the foundation for the new York Region
EMS satellite station.
The 2,500 sq. ft. facility will replace current crew facilities located at the Pefferlaw Medical Clinic and should be ready
by October 2014.
The satellite station is fully self-sufficient
and will boast two vehicle bays, a

kitchen, lounge, office space, response
area and storage for medical supplies.
The station will service calls from residents, vacationers and First Nations communities within northern Georgina and
parts of Durham. The area has 24/7 coverage.
Calls can vary from rural, urban and
farming environments, both medical and
industrial emergencies.
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MPP Julia Munro and Mayor Rob Grossi
get into the swing of things during a Canada Day celebration hosted by CHATS at
the Egypt Hall on June 25. CHATS clients from all over York Region were invited to share a meal and fellowship during the event.

Congratulations to Edith Ko
popular quilt shop—The Qui
duct a Viewers Choice quilt c
Month Club members were p
Edith’s shop a miss—custom
and just enjoy the colourful a

Yves Brassard on Church St. in Keswick
transforms a large stump from a maple
tree, which was damaged during a
storm, into a chain saw art project.
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Music in the Streets of Keswick

zma as she celebrated the 4th Anniversary of her colourful and
ilting Gnome in Jackson’s Point. Edith used the occasion to concompetition where many of the quilts created by her Block of the
put on display. If you are into quilting, you should not give
mers travel from far and wide to purchase their quilting supplies
ambiance.
A pancake breakfast
was just one of the
fundraising activities
hosted by the Sunkist
Beach Association
during their Annual
Yard and Bake Sale.
Left, a visitor from
Mississauga, Mandy
Drysdale, samples one
of the all-you-can-eat
pancakes.
Funds raised during
the event help to offset
maintenance costs at
the park.

The weather could not have been
better for the Music in the Streets
celebration in Keswick on Saturday, June 28.
Sponsored by Connors Music and
the Uptown Keswick Business
Improvement Association, the
event featured dozens of local
performers on the street singing
and sending various sounds
throughout the uptown core.
Local vendors with a variety of
products on display were also
available to visitors and locals
alike.
Photos above: (Top) Members of
the Hope for Today Fellowship
Worship band provided a range
of songs and music from easy

listening to gospel greats.
Above left: A great sound was
generated by the Operation Cripple Creek band which was set up
at the corner of Simcoe St. and
The Queensway N. The
washboard was just one of several instruments being played by
the 10-member group. Good job
guys!
Above Right: Six year-old Liam
Zabielski stayed right with the
big boys as he joined a group and
demonstrated his prowess on the
drums. According to Liam’s
mom, Tanya, he has only been
playing for six months. Great job,
Liam!
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Tennyson Tidbits

 Life Insurance

Shades of Hope, the wild animal refuge in Pefferlaw, urgently needs volunteers to help
with the needs of sick, abandoned or injured wild animals.
According to owner Gail
Lenters, approximately 1,000
wild animals have been cared
for since the beginning of the
year. Committed and reliable
volunteers can call Gail at
(705) 437-4654.

School of Toronto located at
the Baldwin Airport. According to York Regional Police, a
39 year-ld man from Bradford
died from his injuries on Saturday, July 5 when he sustained
a hard landing during a parachute jump. Our sincere condolences go out to his family
and friends.

I received a call from Pamela
Devine from the Pine Beach
Landowners Association in
Happy Birthday greetings go
out to Wendy Schell who cele- Keswick and she is anxious to
brated her special day on June make contact with all Georgina
beach associations. She wants
30 with family and friends.
to create a definitive list comCheers to you!
plete with contact information
and scheduled events. Her
We also want to send out
Happy Birthday wishes to Jack thinking is to perhaps create a
Beaudrow who will celebrate Federation of Georgina beach
associations with its own webon July 7. Happy Birthday,
site. If you belong to a beach
Jack!
association and would like to
make contact, please call her at
We have another tragedy to
(647) 201-2154.
report from the Parachute
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Georgina Idol finalists

You won’t want to miss this
line-up of talented singers chosen as the 10 finalists for the
upcoming Georgina Idol competition at the Sutton Fair this
summer.
(Back Row L to R): Colleen
Crevier, Brianna Paxton, Sarah
Trudel, Katie Fuentes, Alexia
Spataro, Taylor Piotrowski,
Kennedy MacSween.
(Front Row L to R): Claudia
Morgan, Joe McLeod and

Jayme Lynn Reed.
The finalists were chosen from
a field of 20 during auditions at
the Stephen Leacock Theatre
on June 8.
The 11th Annual Idol competition will take place on opening
night of the 159th Sutton Fair
and Horse Show, Thursday,
August 7 at 8:00 p.m. under
the entertainment pavilion.
Mayor Rob Grossi will emcee
the event.
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Meet the NEW Nish Radio on 92.3
Georgina Island’s NISH Radio station DJs Chris Big Canoe (left) and
Morgan Priester (right) hold up
their new logo sporting their new
frequency at 92.3.
The station recently received equipment upgrades that will send a
stronger signal further than in the
past.

For those listeners who have been tuned
to 102.7 to capture the sounds of Georgina Island’s Nish Radio for the past 13
years, you will need to set your dial at
92.3—the station’s new frequency.
According to Morgan Priester, DJ and
host of ‘Morgan in the Morning’ on
Nish Radio, the station not only has a
new frequency, it has a new, higher
tower and a more powerful transmitter.
“Our new tower is 20 feet taller and our
transmitter went from 250 watts to 650
watts so it gives us a nice boost right
around the lake,” Mr. Priester said.
Plans to change frequencies arose two
years ago when a new F.M. station at
102.9 began causing interference at Nish
due to the fact that they were a lowpower radio station. As a result, lobbying efforts at CRTC resulted in Nish
being awarded a new frequency effective
July 2.
Mr. Priester said the station will take
about three weeks to test its new frequency. “It will give us time to iron out
any bugs there might be,” he said. Listeners will hear messages every 15 minutes during the testing period asking for
feedback to confirm the station’s reach
and strength of signal.
“On our second morning, we received a
call from a guy in Brechin who was a
brand new listener and he really like
what he heard. So we got a brand new
listener right off the bat,” Mr. Priester
said.
NISH Radio is known for its mixed format — playing a “little bit of everything.” from traditional native music to
local artists, to classical rock and country.
“We want to be able to profile more of
York Region talent,” said Mr. Priester.
“There is a lot of local talent around here
and with technology these days they are
able to make good, decent recordings so
there are a lot of singers and songwriters
that we can help promote.”
He says he will continue to host
“Morgan in the Morning” and Chris Big
Canoe will take over for evening programming. Over-night listeners can tune
into their over-night playlist.
To mark the upgrades in their equipment
and their new 92.3 frequency, Mr.
Priester said the station will host a
launch party later this summer. So, stay
tuned!
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Oh Canada...what a day!
Georgina families turned out en masse on July 1 to celebrate the
country’s 147th birthday at the ROC and the Georgina Pioneer
Village.
In addition to the standard bouncy castle fare, the kids were able
to cool off in the splash pad or show off their creative side participating in crafts and games.
(Photos) (Top Left) Patriotic friends Coren Shields (left) and Alex
Caeyzeele (right) take in the ROC Canada Day activities looking
through their “maple leaf” glasses.
(Centre Photo) This cute idea at the Pioneer Village encouraged
kids to dress in period costume and pose behind a hanging frame
for a photo op.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

Photo Bottom Left—Kayla
Miller, Sydnee Barney and
Alexa Robertson stop by the
Zoo to You display to check
out the turtles.

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
sions project.
GTTI will host their 3rd Annual East Coast
Lobster Party on Sat. July 12. Call (905) 722The Georgina Historical Society is signing up
6300 for tickets.
participants for their Historical Bus Tour on
July 27. Only $30 includes bus, lunch, tickets
The Rama Chamber of Commerce invites
you to attend their Classic Car & Boat Show to Eildon Hall in the park and a great time.
Call (905) 476-4301 and ask for Recreation.
at Crates Marina in Lagoon City from 10:00
am to 4:00 pm on Sat. July 12.
The Beaverton & Area House Tour will be
St. Andrew’s United Church in Beaverton
invites you to their 11th Annual Giant Yard
Sale and Auction on July 12 at the Beaverton Curling Club.
On Sun. July 13 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm the
Beaverton Horticultural Society invites you
to their Summer Garden Tour. Tickets $15 at
Maxines.
The 8th Great Camel Race and Picnic at
Egypt Hall will be held on Sat. July 19 at
1:00. BBQ at noon. Sun. July 20 is Homecoming Sunday service at the church at 11:00
am with BBQ to follow.
The Port Bolster Hall Board is holding a
Community Yard Sale on Sat. July 19 at
9:00 am to 1:00 pm. For table rentals call
Barb at (705) 437-1821.
Quack, quack...get your entry for the duck
race being held during the Festival on High
event on Saturday, July 26 at any participating retail outlet on High Street.
“Trunk & Bake Sale on Sat. July 26 at Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw. Proceeds to mis-

held on Sun. July 27 from 1-5 pm. Tickets
$15. Call (705) 426-9460.
Reception/unveiling of York Wilson collection with presentation on his life and work at
the Georgina Arts Centre on Sun. Aug 3 from
1:00 to 3:00. Classes for adults and children
resume in September. (905) 722-9587.
Planning for the Pefferlaw Family Picnic is
underway for Mon. Aug. 4. from 10:00 am to
4:00 pm at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall. And
mark your calendar for the Pefferlaw Post
‘Movie Night in the Park’ on Aug. 3 at dusk.

Classified Ads
FOR SALE — 1997 Jeep Grand Cherokee, one owner. V-8, auto, 4X4,
246,000k, trailer ball, $899.00. Call
(416) 526-8865.
FOR SALE — Steel Roof Deck, used, in
good condition. Light zinc coated siding,
etc. 3’wide x 1.5 in. deep. Corrugations
at 6 in. on centres. $1.00 per covered sq.
ft. Call Jim at (905) 476-2399.

