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Council rejects proposed ATV by-law
and Innisfil have recently passed by-laws
In a 4-3 decision, members of the Town
permitting the use of ATVs on local roads
of Georgina council voted against a bylaw that would allow ATV access to town which have given them the same access
that snowmobiles currently have.
roads during ice-fishing season.
A group of avid ice-anglers from the Pef- The by-law that was defeated in Georgina
ferlaw area lobbied town council for more was in complete compliance with the Ontario Highway Traffic Act
than a year to approve a
and even exceeded the safety
by-law that would give
regulations the Ontario govthem legal access to Lake
ernment imposed when it
Simcoe from January 1 to
“I think it was
approved ATV travel for
March 15, 2006 on a trial
roadways governed by the
basis.
unfair that they
province in 2003, Mr. CowBut when the vote was
cast, three members voted didn’t even give us perthwaite said.
“If the councillors from Kesfor it (Ward 5 Councillor
a chance.”
wick that voted against it
Brad Smockum, Ward 3
were so worried about comCouncillor Dave Szollosy
plaints there, all they would
and Regional Councillor
have had to do was put up
Dan Wheeler) and four
signs where they don’t want them
members turned it down (Mayor Rob
Grossi, Ward 1 Councillor Margaret Jor- (ATVs),” Mr. Cowperthwaite said. “I
dan, Ward 2 Councillor Ross Jamison and think it was unfair that they didn’t even
give us a chance.”
Ward 4 Councillor Ken Hackenbrook).
“It was very unfair and I am disappointed Mr. Cowperthwaite went on to say that
that they were unable see that there is no current snow and ice conditions will make
difference between a snowmobile on the it very difficult for anyone with a snowroad and an ATV,” said Charlie Cowper- mobile to get to the lake. “ATVs just
thwaite of Pefferlaw. “It is also unfair and make more sense,” he said.
The group that was responsible for bringwrong for them to hold the rest of the
ing the ATV by-law request to council is
world accountable for the ones (riders)
who are doing something wrong,” he said. now looking at preparing a Ward 5-only
Neighbouring communities such as Brock proposal.

Election Day
Monday, January 23, 2006
Don’t forget to cast your vote for the
candidate of your choice on Monday,
January 23, 2006. On the ballot in our
area are the following candidates:
John Dewar
Green Party of Canada
Sylvia Gerl
New Democratic Party
Vicki Gunn
Christian Heritage Party of Canada
Peter Van Loan
Conservative Party of Canada
Kate Wilson
Liberal Party of Canada
There are a number of polling stations
located throughout the area at:
Pefferlaw Lions Hall
38 Pete’s Lane
Virginia Community Centre
28288 Highway #48
Georgina Island Community Centre
893 Chief Joseph Snake Road
Egypt Hall
6756 Smith Blvd.
Please refer to your Voter Registration
Card for your polling station and poll
number. The polls will be open from
9:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
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Trains, trains and automobiles...
I don’t know about you, but it
seems every time I get in my
car these days and head west
out of Pefferlaw, I have to leave
up to 15 minutes earlier in anticipation of being held up at
the railway crossing on Old
Homestead Road.
One day I had five separate
errands to run at different times
during the day, and each time, I
was held up at one of the two
railway crossings in town.
If nothing else, it gives me time
to think about how many hours
during my lifetime I have spent
waiting for these trains. This is
time I will never see again and
time I am really beginning to
resent.
I am sure I am not the only one
who has turned around at a
train-blocked crossing on Old
Homestead, driven up Station
Rd. to the crossing at Pefferlaw
Rd. in hopes of beating the
soon-to-be expected
southbound train there.
But the time spent sitting and
waiting for these trains, especially when one is on the siding
waiting for an oncoming train,
isn’t entirely wasted. It gives
me time to wonder why this
Pefferlaw siding can’t be
moved into the countryside
someplace where there is no
vehicle traffic to be interrupted.
And, I’ve also wondered why
the companies who are responsible for these trains, can’t be
convinced to reduce the number
of railway cars on the train, so
it doesn’t block the roadway
while sitting for 15 minutes to
allow for an oncoming train to
pass.
I realize the train and the crossings have been a part of the
landscape in Pefferlaw for
years but it seems to me the
volume of train traffic has increased substantially in recent
years without any consideration
to the people who have to put
up with it. Part of the reason for
this increased traffic, I expect,
is because there are fewer and
fewer main lines available to

accommodate train transport. In
fact, research on CN suggests
that during the 80s and 90s, CN
abandoned thousands and thousands of miles of track leaving
one main line coming out of
Toronto to connect with points
north and from there, lines
leading to western Canada. Another impact being felt from the
abandoned railway lines has
been the increase in transport
trucks on our roads.
As much as this increased train
traffic is starting to annoy me, it
wouldn’t be so bad if some of
the trains carried commuters to
and from Toronto—that at least
would leave a positive environmental legacy.
Something else to think about
when you’re sitting waiting for
the next freight train to come
through.
Karen Wolfe
Editor.
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Movie Review—

King Kong delivers
over-the-top entertainment
scene, by Faye Ray comparison,
For those of us who have seen
and remember the original 1933 is on par with the original and
her acting is persuasive and
version of King Kong starring
Canadian actress Fay Wray, the believable.
story line and ending in this new The film’s time spent on the
island is where the visual effects
three-hour-plus epic remake is
no surprise. However, the spe- really come into play. Prehistoric animal fights and nailcial effects, digital technowizardry and generous dose of biting flight scenes provide for
non-stop excitement and thrillaction scenes are a surprising
ing entertainment. The time on
movie-goers delight.
The new film generally imitates the island also establishes Ann’s
the original storyline by follow- relationship with Kong which
develops on a psychic and mysing the exploits of an unlikely
group of movie makers who are tical level when Kong saves her
life and they share a touching
travelling in the South Pacific
moment together atop a mounaboard a dilapidated steamer
looking for an uncharted island tain ledge.
Act three of the movie is spent
on which to shoot their 1930samong the digitized streets of
period documentary film.
1930s New York. Kong is transThe time aboard the ship uses
up approximately 65 minutes of ported from Skull Island by Carl
Denham (we are left
theatre time and is
to wonder how this
primarily devoted to
feat was accomdeveloping the charKing Kong is a plished) to be exhibacters and creating a
wonderful
ited as the Eighth
aura of suspense
around their unexample of how Wonder of the
known destination. a great old movie World.
Ann refuses to enKey among the cast
can be remade gage in the carnyof characters is
documentary leading into a great new like venture, but
movie.
when Kong escapes
lady, Ann Darrow,
his restraints on
played by Naomi
stage, Ann follows a
Watts, her riskpath of carnage to find her ferotaking producer and director,
cious friend.
Carl Denham played by Jack
A charming scene follows when
Black and documentary writer
Kong whisks Ann away and
and leading-lady love interest,
Jack Driscoll played by Adrien stumbles upon his first experience with ice on a frozen pond.
Brody.
When Kong begins his climb,
Once on Skull Island, the
with Ann intact, up the Empire
Naomi Watts character, Ann
State Building, we begin to
Darrow, is abducted by island
natives and is offered as a sacri- hope the 2006 version of this
horror classic, will offer a diffice to appease the demonic
behaviour of the world’s largest ferent ending. Alas, our 2006
animal-rights values are not to
primate, King Kong.
Naomi Watts, who previously be acknowledged by the script
writers.
starred in The Ring and The
Ring 2, does a great job of con- King Kong proves to be a wonvincing us that her compassion derful example of how a great
old movie can be remade into a
for the lonely, but ferocious
Kong is greater than her fear of great new movie using all of the
being Kong-handled into a post- movie technology we have
age stamp. The famous scream- come to expect.

Pro Hardware and a whole lot more...

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw
Owner

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

4

Lake Simcoe perch fishing is the ‘best in the world’
Every year, tens of thousands of perch an- ice-anglers eager to catch their perch limit ermen out onto the lake in a Bombardier
but today, he employs the use of an airboat,
of 50.
glers from all over the U.S. and Canada
At Casey’s Fish Huts in Port Bolster, perch three ATVs and three Bombardiers. He has
come to Lake Simcoe to try their hand at
even built a “people
fishing is a specialty and
perch fishing. In fact, the editors at Outmover” on a sleigh that
long-time customers eadoors Canada have designated Lake Simdoubles as a fish hut
gerly and happily
coe perch
when his 30+ fish huts
return season after
fishing as
are rented.
season to fish for
“simply the
Ehren Kean has been
days at a time for
best perch
employed by Randy’s
perch.
fishery in the
Fish Huts for more
Owner Casey Creworld.”
than 20 years and is
ber has run an iceThe fall
currently transporting
fishing business
perch fishing
perch fishermen out to
out of his Clovely
season here is
their huts one and a
Cove location in
hot, but the
half miles from shore.
Port Bolster since
real lure for
Casey Creber continues to rent
According to Mr.
1963. In the beginperch anglers
huts out to American ice-fishermen
Kean, the perch fishing
ning, four hut opis in the winafter more than 40 years in the
this year is better than
erators, he, John
ter a mile or
business on Lake Simcoe.
most.
Hales, Dale Godtwo off-shore
“We started-up just
frey and Grant
between
Carleton would service the ice fish- after New Years with about five to six
Georgina and
ing needs of between 500 and 1,000 inches of ice,” Mr. Kean said. “We’ve got
Thorah isabout six to seven inches of ice now and
fishermen a day. Back then they
lands.
the perch fishing is better than normal out
charged $5 a person and ran the
Ice fishing
where we usually go,” he said.
operation 24-hours a day and they
operators in
Doug Bache from Uxbridge, comes to
specialized in Lake Simcoe whitethis region
fish, trout and perch. But toare some of
day, Mr. Creber and his partthe first to
ner Leona Creber, have
get onto the Jim Kish from Tecumseh, Michilake when ice gan has been perch fishing in Ca- trimmed the operation down
sey’s Fish Huts for eight years.
to 17 huts specializing in
conditions
perch.
are between
“American fishermen represent
five and six inches. All winter long, their
about 90 per cent of my business,”
huts are filled to capacity with American
he says, “and I charge $40 per person a day.”
Mr. Creber uses three Bombardiers
and three Argos to transport his
customers one mile off-shore from
the Port Bolster Park to an area that
has turned out to be one of the hottest perch fishing grounds on the
Randy’s Fish Hut employee, Ehren Kean hooks
lake this winter.
up the six-man “people mover” sleigh he uses to
On Saturday, January 14, eight of transport perch anglers onto the lake during thin
Mr. Creber’s perch fishermen reice conditions.
ported catching over 400 perch
Lake Simcoe to rent a hut and go perch
during the day and they released all but
170. “We’ve been coming to Casey’s for fishing about 10 times a year. “I go to Lake
seven or eight years now,” said Tecum- Scugog sometimes, but the perch fishing is
seh, Michigan fisherman Jim Parros. “He much better here,” he says. Mr. Bache
knows everything there is to know about doesn’t really eat much fish except perch
and a little salmon. “So I release most of
ice fishing and he really services us
what I catch. I like the big perch. They are
well.”
sweet and a good eating fish,” he said, addAnother long-time fish hut operator is
ing “you have to be careful not to over
Randy’s Fish Huts in Port Bolster.
Owner Randy Carleton has been working cook them.”
Doug Bache from Uxbridge just loves the
And, there aren’t many of the thousands on
in the business all his life starting as a
sport of perch fishing. He caught 30 perch
youngster working for his father, Grant. the lake that will argue with him.
in a hut he routinely rents from Randy’s
In the early days, Randy transported fishFish Hut but didn’t keep any.

5

Meet the three new volunteer firefighters at the Pefferlaw Fire Hall
The Georgina Fire Department has hired three new volunteer
firefighters to help support the efforts of the current firefighting
team in Pefferlaw.
With the addition of the three new recruits, the Pefferlaw Fire
Hall is now staffed with 15 volunteers.
According to Pefferlaw District Chief, Ron Jenkins, the new
hires were necessary to replace positions that were lost to retirement and to bring firefighting support up to adequate levels.
The new firefighters will be on probation for one year during
which time they will participate in extensive training
exercises to learn firefighting techniques.
The Pefferlaw firefighters routinely respond to emergency
medical calls, accidents, ice and water rescues and fires.

Bill Kay, 38

Jarret Berlenbach, 28

Clayton Brush, 19

Bill is a native of Montreal, Quebec
but moved to Simcoe, Ontario when
he was 10 years old. In 1998, he
bought a home in Pefferlaw where he
now lives with his wife Tanya Hoar
and his two children, Zachary, 7 and
Keelan, 4.
A graduate of Ryerson University’s
social studies program, Bill entered
the Toronto Police Service in 1998
and is currently a constable for 42
Division traffic.
His interests include hockey and various other sports. He played hockey on
the Ryerson University team and after
a 16 year hiatus began playing again
and is currently a centre on the 42
Division hockey team.
Bill decided to become a member of
the volunteer Pefferlaw Firefighters
because “it is an opportunity to participate in the community and get to
know the community better.”

Jarret was born and raised in Pefferlaw and currently lives in Woodlands subdivision. After graduating
from Sutton District High School in
1995, Jarret enrolled in the Electrical Engineering program at Durham
College.
In 1998 he secured a position with
electronics manufacturing services
company, Celestica, in Toronto
where he currently works as a Production Cell Leader.
Single, Jarret’s interests include
most sports, hockey, golf and Texas
Hold-em. In the winter, he plays
goalie for a company team and
enjoys golf in the summer.
Jarret’s decision to join the volunteer fire department stems from his
desire to “help the community and
become involved in an activity that
will provide life-long learning experiences.”

The youngest of the three new volunteers, Clayton Brush does not remember a time when he didn’t want to be
a firefighter. In Grade 9, the Uxbridge-born Clayton participated in a
“Bring a Student to Work” program
and accompanied his mother to her
workplace at Acklands Granger, a
supplier of fire service and safety
equipment. While there, he was invited to try on firefighting bunker
gear that was equipped with an air
pack. It was an “eureka” moment for
Clayton and he has never looked beyond a firefighting career.
Clayton’s family moved to Pefferlaw
from Uxbridge in 1988 and in his
early teens, Clayton spent some time
on the CMX circuit racing dirt bikes.
Today, Clayton is half-way through
the Pre-Service Firefighting program
at Durham College. He is a certified
high angle rope rescue technician and
will soon receive his hazardous materials certification.
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HELP WANTED!
I HAVE A GREAT PRIZE
PACKAGE TO GIVE AWAY
THAT INCLUDES A $50 GIFT
CERTIFICATE TO THE LAKE
SIMCOE ARMS AND TWO
TICKETS TO THE RED BARN
FOR THE UPCOMING SEASON.
HOWEVER, IN ORDER FOR
ME TO GIVE THIS PRIZE
PACKAGE AWAY, I NEED TO
COME UP WITH A CONTEST
AND I AM SHORT ON IDEAS.
SO, IF YOU HAVE AN IDEA
FOR A PEFFERLAW POST
CONTEST, I WOULD LIKE TO
HEAR IT. CALL KAREN AT
(705) 437-1216.

Riverview
Udora, Ontario

All Ages
Welcome

We are now located in the
Udora United Church
● longer hours ● more play room
● more spaces available

Julie Bersche
Early Childhood Educator
Professional, Reliable,
Flexible

705-228-1120

Tennyson Tidbits
This column rips a page out of history
during a time when Mrs. Tennyson
wrote a weekly column for the old Lake
Simcoe Advocate in the 1960s. It was a
society column that featured the news
and views of local area residents. We
resurrect this column in her honour as a
regular feature in this publication and
dedicate it to her memory.
Lake Simcoe Ice Report:
Local fish hut operators tell me there is
between eight and ten inches of ice
about two miles from shore. The big
lake had not frozen over at press time
and it could be some time before anxious anglers can get out far enough to jig
for trout or catch a white fish or two.
The Georgina Island Ferry made its
last run on Friday, January 6 but, it wasn’t the ice that prevented it from making
its scheduled crossings. It is undergoing
a planned overhaul and maintenance
program that is standard practice every
five years. In the past, the ferry has
been able to operate well into the middle
of January. In place of the ferry are two
airboats designed to transport school
children and residents back and forth.

Happy Birthday to Brian Joyce of Port
Bolster. Brian celebrated his 60th birthday on Thursday, January 12.
Help is needed to find Troy, a longhaired brown/black tabby cat who has
been missing from his home at 19 Brook
Cres., since January 10, 2006. Troy recently underwent extensive surgery to
his hind legs and owner Susan is worried he may be injured. If you see Troy,
please contact Susan at (905) 715-0840.

Mom Debbie Fiume, who works with
the children enrolled at the Georgina
Island Day Care, bought her two sons,
Steven, 22 and Brian, 18 a plane ticket
to Chicago, Illinois for Christmas. The
purpose of the trip was to let the two
avid hockey fans live out their dream of
watching a Vancouver Canucks hockey
game live and also to attend a Chicago
Wolves game (the Atlanta farm team)
where they could watch a boyhood
friend play. Debbie began to worry
when she hadn’t heard from the pair by
game time on Saturday night and, nervously, she sat down to watch the Canuck/Blackhawk game on TV. So, when
Vancouver scored a goal and the cameras zoomed in on Steven and Brian
Pefferlaw residents Jon Barnes and
Sam Fahselt are moving to Uxbridge on jumping up and down in the stands,
Debbie cheered right along with them—
February 1. The couple is expecting
their first child in February. Good Luck relieved to know they had finally arrived
safe and sound.
Jon and Sam.
Baby Aiden Christopher Ingram born
to parents Lawren Woodley and Shawn
Ingram in December, was welcomed
into the world by proud grandparents,
Lawrence and Sue Woodley.

Georgina Public Libraries

Congratulations to Gail Moore on
Brook Cres., who celebrates her 59th
birthday on January 25, 2006. Happy
Birthday Gail.

LITTLE BOOKWORMS & STORY HOUR

invites families to take part in

“Story Times” for families at the “Book Nooks”
Parents, grandparents, caregivers, all welcome!
40 minutes of stories, songs, finger plays, activities & there
are plenty of great books to borrow.

•

•

Port Bolster Hall on Tuesdays @ 10:15 a.m.

Egypt Church of the Nazarene on Thursdays @ 1:15 p.m.

•

Bethany Co-op on Mondays @ 10:30 a.m.

Call Bev Walsh
905-476-5762 x107 for more information

Little Bookworms – for 0-3 plus siblings
Stories, songs, finger plays, rhymes, books to borrow
Pefferlaw on Wednesdays @ 10:30
Story Hour – for 3 years of age and older.
A school readiness program that children will love!
Stories, songs, finger plays, rhymes, music, activities & more

1 hour program – 12 week session
Peter Gzowski (Sutton) Branch – Thursdays @ 10.30 a.m.

Call Bev Walsh @ 905-476-5762 x107
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10 year ECE veteran opens day care at Udora United Church
Julie Bersche, a resident of Udora, routinely commuted to day care facilities outof-town where she worked as an early
childhood educator. But when her daughter Daenyres was born, she decided to put
her professional expertise to work at
home so she could raise her daughter and
continue to do the work she loved.
For two years, she cared for neighbourhood children at home but when her reputation as a quality care-giver began to
spread, she decided she needed more
room and began looking for a larger facility.
In January 2006, Julie opened Riverview
Child Care and has converted space in the
basement of the Udora United Church
into a mini playground and arts and crafts
centre.

how happy I am that I found her,” Ms.
Vondehn said.
For children under school age, Ms. Bersche charges $33 per day and $15 a day
for those attending school. She also offers
half-day rates and can occasionally accommodate “drop-ins”.
“It depends on my numbers,” Ms. Bersche
said, “but if there is space available, I’m
happy to do that.”
The Udora United Church is located on
Durham Road 1 in Udora just south of the
Ravenshoe Sideroad intersection.
Area parents who are interested in child
care services should contact Julie Bersche
at the Riverview Child Care, (705) 2281120.

Madison Kehoe, two-and-a half, has
been with Julie Bersche since she was
an infant and loves to wear hats and
dress-up in play clothes.

Two-year-old Tyler Vondehn is getting
ready to go home with Mom, Sara, after
spending the day with ECE care-giver
Julie Bersche.

The facility is designed to engage Julie’s
charges in structured play and learning
activities. There is an arts and crafts centre, a play area, a reading area, a dress-up
area and a place for afternoon naps and
lunches.
“I really needed more room than I had at
home and I knew this area needed a childcare facility,” Ms. Bersche said.
Riverview Child Care looks after children
from ages one year and up. Hours of operation begin at 6:00 a.m. and the facility
closes at 6:00 p.m. Currently, seven children aged 18 months to 10 years old are
enrolled at the centre.
According to Mom, Sara Vondehn from
These two little tykes, (left) Daenyres
Udora, Julie and the Riverview Child
Glover, 3 and (right) Madison Kehoe, 2
Care centre are a rare find. “She is just
1/2 happily pose in one of the many playwonderful and I can’t say enough about
ground apparatuses set up at the centre.
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Coming Events
The Pefferlaw Library has a
number of ongoing activities:
1. The Pefferlaw Library
Book Club will meet on
Thursday, February 2, 2006 at
1:30 p.m The Book of the
Month is “A Prayer for Owen
Meany” by John Irving. All
welcome.
2. Stretch Your Body and
Mind with Ingrid on Thursday
mornings 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Begins January 12. Cost is
check out a book and stretch
your mind! Registration and
waiver required.
3. Yoga—Beginner to advanced for fun and fitness.
Tuesday from 7:00-8:30 p.m.
beginning January 10. Cost for
an 8-week session is $50 or $7
per class. Registration and
waiver required.
4. Learn to Knit or Crochet
with Nora on Thursdays beginning January 12 at 1:30
p.m. It is free but bring your
own suppliers. Registration
required.

The Georgina Public Libraries are hosting “Story Times”
for families at the Book
Nooks. Visit the Port Bolster
Hall on Tuesdays at 10:15
a.m.; the Egypt Church of the
Nazarene on Thursdays @
1:15 p.m.; and the Bethany
Co-op on Mondays @ 10:30
a.m. for 40 minutes of stories,
songs, finger plays, activities
and more. Parents, grandparents, caregivers are all welcome.
For children ages 0 to 3 and
their siblings, there is a Little
Bookworms and Story Hour
featuring stories, songs, finger
plays, rhymes and books to
borrow at the Pefferlaw Library on Wednesdays at 10:30
a.m.
For children three and older,
The Peter Gzowski (Sutton)
Branch Library is hosting a
School Readiness Program.
The program is on Thursdays
for one hour a week for 12
weeks and involves stories,
songs, finger plays, rhymes,
music, activities and more.
For information contact Bev
Walsh at (905) 476-5762 x107.

In Rememberance
YOU WILL ALWAYS BE…
Robert T. Fahselt
September 23, 1960—December 23, 2004
Born the fourth child, a son,
A son you will always be.
As a fourth child, a brother you became,
A brother you will always be.
Married and blessed with three girls, a father
To all three,
A father you will always be.
An uncle to many, a Godfather too,
All of these steps are what made you...YOU.
We know you are with us each step of the way,
Watching over us, laughing at our silly ways.
In our hearts, we hold you close.
A son, a brother, a father, an uncle and a
Godfather you will always BE.
KEEP ON TRUCKIN. LOVE ALWAYS,
Mom & Dad, Glen & Nancy & Family
Wendy, Bob, Adam, Tina & Family
Dawn, Steve, Amanda & Caitlin
Kevin, Lisa, Brittany & Trevor

“Both” Under New Management
Pines Restaurant
(705) 437-1592
Great Specials Everyday

Pines Pizza

(705) 437-1511
Eat in—Take Out—Delivery
PIZZA SPECIALS

Soup & Sandwich—$3.95
Lunch Specials—$4.95-$6.95
Dinner Specials—$6.95-$9.95

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday

All you can Eat Pancakes-$5.95

Thursday—Free Delivery
Check out our Specialty Pizzas!
Mexican ●Raging Bull●Hawaiian

Sundays 8 AM– 2PM
Thursdays—All Day

Fifty Cent Wings
Karaoke Featuring Don Tuttle
Friday—All Day

All you can Eat Spaghetti—$5.95

Large for Price of Medium

Pines Deluxe●Buffalo Chicken
Pines Club●Dessert Pizzas
Ask for Mark Guy

Serving Pizza in Pefferlaw for 18 years.

