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North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance takes Maple Lake Estates debate to OMB
On the heels of the province’s decision not
to allow a land swap that would transfer
development rights from the Maple Lake
Estate lands to DC Group held land on Deer
Park Rd., the North Gwillimbury Forest
Alliance (NGFA) has announced its plans
to take the fight to the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB).
The MLE lands are designated Urban Residential under Georgina’s 2016 Official Plan
and the property is recognized as “Towns
and Villages” under the Greenbelt Plan.
The property has had full zoning and registered subdivision plan approvals with a
Provincial Cabinet Minister’s Order since
1983. These development rights allow DG
Group to build a 1,073 unit subdivision but
the NGFA, led by Jack Gibbons, has long
fought the development based upon the
environmental significance of the woodlots
and wetlands on the Maple Lake Estate
property.
The proposal to transfer development rights
was put forward by the Town of Georgina,
the DG Group and the Region of York in an
effort to settle the debate and protect the
MLE property from development.
But in order for the transfer to take place,
the province needed to remove the Deer
Park lands from the Greenbelt Plan and redesignate and add the MLE property to the
Greenbelt in exchange.
Jack Gibbons was not in favour of the ex-

change idea citing that
the Deer Park property
was valuable farmland
and any further development should take
place in south Keswick
by increasing intensification targets.
Now that the land swap
option is off the table,
Mr. Gibbons said he
will petition the Ontario
Municipal Board for a
hearing to present his
case.
He says Georgina’s
2016 Official Plan
“illegally” permits development on the
Provincially Significant
Wetland that forms part
of the MLE property.
“This has left us with no choice but to appeal the plan to the Ontario Municipal
Board (OMB) in order to put a stop to this
destructive development once and for all,”
he says.
The Town of Georgina and the Region of
York have consistently voiced the opinion
that the zoning designations are in keeping
with all provincial policy statements and the
development has approvals from the highest
level of government.

Maple Lake Estates

Georgina’s Director of Development Harold Lenters said, “At this time under the
existing Provincial policy framework (i.e.
current Greenbelt Plan and Growth Plan in
force) and the existing York Region Official Plan, nothing has changed in relation to
the MLE lands conformity with said upper
level policies. Depending on what the new
Greenbelt Plan and Growth Plan say or do,
the situation could possibly change.”
Council will decide how to address the
OMB challenge at a future date, he said.
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Hub idea starting to take off
It might be time for some taxpayers to pull their horns in regarding the Link. I know there
have been problems—cost overruns, loss of federal funding,
tenant improvement disputes
etc. but I’ve been impressed by
the level of interest the Link has
been receiving from prospective
tenants of late.
A January 18 report to council
(which was pulled from the
agenda at the last minute) detailed requests for space from
four different community service organizations. The reason
the staff report was pulled was
because more detailed information on costs was needed before
council could discuss it.
Nevertheless, the fact that these
groups have expressed their
interest in the Link is encouraging. And certainly, if these organizations end up becoming
tenants, the vision for the Link
as a true community hub will
become a reality.
I mean, expressions of interest
are coming in from York Region’s Community and Health
Services Department, South
Lake Community Futures Development Corporation, Community Living and Peaceful
Hearts, not to mention those
already in the queue such as
Hospice, Jericho and Routes.
All of these organizations offer
programming for the greater
good and it is exciting to imagine the synergies that can
emerge from them all colocating in the same building.
I had an opportunity to speak
with Catherine Cook, the Executive Director at the Food Pantry,
recently and she described her
experience at the Link in glowing terms. She is delighted with
the Food Pantry’s new space as
it has given her the opportunity
to implement new programming
which just wasn’t viable at their
former home.
Likewise, the only other tenant
currently occupying the Link is
the Georgina Chamber of Commerce and although they are
only renting temporary space at
the moment, they are looking
forward to the day when their

permanent space is finished.
It’s true, more money will need
to be spent on the Link before
all expressions of interest can be
accommodated, but the interest
alone is enough to relieve some
doubt about the viability of the
project.
Karen Wolfe,
Editor.

Letter to the Editor:
On behalf of the Kinette Club
of Sutton, I would like to thank
the community for their continued support of our efforts. At
the Sutton Santa Claus Parade
on Dec. 4, Kinettes and volunteers walked the route collecting donations of nonperishables for the Georgina
Food Pantry. We were once
again pleased and proud of our
Town—you worked with us to
ensure that those in need would
enjoy meals over the Christmas
season. You donated over
600lbs and we say Kudos!!
Monika Beuning
Event Co-Chair, Kinette Club
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Town recognized for energy savings
from LED street lighting retrofit

Above L to R: Director of Operations Dan Pisani, Regional
Councillor Naomi Davison, Mayor Margaret Quirk and Ted
Baker from CLEAResult celebrate a plaque from Hydro One
recognizing 2.5 million kilowatt hours of energy savings due
to the installation of LED street lights that were installed in
2015/2016.
The Town of Georgina has
received a rebate cheque from
Hydro One for $376,360 resulting from energy savings in
street lighting costs.
Georgina converted 4,230
street lights from high pressure sodium vapour lamps to
LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes)
in 2015/2016 and were able to
remove 2.5 million kilowatt
hours from the hydro grid.
Ted Baker, a spokesperson for
CLEAResult, the contractor
responsible for the installation
of the LEDs, said within the
last six months 14 municipalities have received rebates for

energy savings but Georgina’s
energy efficiency and savings
have led the way.
“That is one of the largest
single rebate cheques that
Hydro One has given out
within the province and that is
a staggering amount of money
just for street lighting,” he
said. “I’ve handed out 14
plaques in the last six months
and I can tell you this township is the leader.”
Mayor Margaret Quirk acknowledged the contribution
of the previous council which
made the decision to initiate
the program.
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Resident presents case for regional
fire service to council
With costs escalating to provide fire services in Georgina
and plans in place to build additional fire halls in the future,
Sutton resident Art Field feels
the time is now to study the
idea of a regional fire service.
In a written presentation to
council on Wednesday, January
18, Mr. Field recommended
council defer any new construction or major additions to
any Georgina fire buildings
“pending a full and comprehensive review of developing and
implementing a Regional Fire
Service for York Region.”
Mr. Field cited previous examples of regional amalgamation
which he believes have
achieved a great deal of success—the union of all municipal police forces in 1971; the
decision by York Region to
amalgamate the ambulance
emergency medical services in
2000; and the 2001 consolida-

tion of the Newmarket and
Aurora fire services.
Mr. Field was surprised to
learn that the recent Fire Protection Services Master Plan
presented to council in November did not discuss the possibility of a regional fire service as
an option.
“The most obvious question for
most rational taxpayers is, why
was this never considered?” he
said.
Georgina’s fire budget in 2017
will be $7.6 million representing a 7.6 per cent increase over
2016 expenditures.
Currently the fire department
employs 47 full time staff and
60 volunteers resulting in a
total payroll cost of $6.45 million.
Mr. Field also asked council to
make a formal request to all
York Region municipalities to
undertake a Regional Fire Services review.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY...The Pefferlaw & District Lioness Club is so proud of our community for the great
support received for the CHRISTMAS ANGELS PROGRAM in December. We wish to thank the following businesses and people for
their generosity. We could not have done it without you.
Donations to Toy Boxes and Coin Jars
* Employees of Langstaff Cards,
Buchner Manufacturing and Braids &
Laces and the many residents of the area
who donated to the boxes and coin jars
at the following locations and the businesses who accepted boxes for the collection of new unwrapped toys and
money:
BMO Bank of Montreal, Sutton Branch
Belvedere Cookhouse, Pefferlaw
Bodley’s Furniture & Appliances
Dar’s Place
Dianne Glover Hair Salon
Harry & Gingers Pizzeria
Kibble Pet Food Store
Lim’s Variety Store, Pefferlaw
Maxi Marina Market Hwy. 48
Mnookmi Restaurant
Pefferlaw LCBO
Pefferlaw Family Health Centre
The Pefferlaw Canada Post Office
Pefferlaw Supermarket
Residents of Rixon Manor, Pefferlaw
Students—Sutton District High School
Sutton Curling Club
Udora Gas Bar & Convenience Store
Udora General Store & Post Office
Udora United Church
Virginia United Church

Financial Contributions for the Food Boxes and Other Items
Margaret Almack & Paul Rothfels
Ben’s Pharmacy, Pefferlaw
Breakaway Fuels Ltd.
Buchner Manufacturing Inc.
Deborah & Richard Crook
Sherry Chee-A-Fat
Isobel Fairbarn
Johanna Card, Garnet Machine Inc.
Diane Golding—Pefferlaw Chiropractic
Joanne Grozdanovski & Scholastic
Books
Kal and Shirley Jakonen
Paul and Sandra James
J.B. Construction (Jack Beaudrow)
Doreen A. Lister
John Lloyd—Lloyd’s Services
John and Lynn Leinster
Verna & Ross McArthur
Brian and Sharon McConnell
Mary Norton

Pefferlaw Arts & Crafts Club
Pefferlaw Club 55
Pefferlaw & District Lions Club
Pefferlaw Fire Fighters Association
Port Bolster Hall Board
Garry & Dorothy Reevie
Marilyn & Ron Reid
Angie Richard
Mary Scott
Terry & Denise Sheedy
Spruce Hill Garden Centre
Sobeys in Sutton
Ted’s Excavating (Ted Lyddiatt)
Town of Georgina
Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club
Nancy Walker
D. Faye Wilkinson
Wright’s Tree Service
Karen Wolfe, The Georgina Post

ALSO THANK YOU to Jane Clyde, Nancy Henderson and to Steve Askew of
STEVE’S NO FRILLS for coordinating and assembling all of the food boxes; to
Glen Dixon, Howard Jobin and the staff of GIANT TIGER for their donations; to
Fay Wilkinson and the WILFRID HALL BOARD for the use of the hall to sort and
pack all the boxes; and to Don Philip, Ted Rennie, Cathy Rennie, Albert Henderson,
Barry Moore and Alan Cripps for pick-up and delivery. THANK YOU ALL!
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Pefferlaw welcomes new business
There is a new pet
groomer in town.
With a freshly minted
Pet Grooming diploma tucked neatly
under her arm, Stacey
Davis has turned her
life-long love of animals into a career and
business.
Stacey Davis’ new pet grooming business
She recently reloincludes a gift shop stocked with hand
cated to Pefferlaw
made toys and
and has renovated
her 2.5 acre property
on York Rd. 21 to pamper pets well. ”
In addition to her grooming
in a relaxed and friendly atbusiness, she is also equipped
mosphere.
Country Cuts n’ Kennel offers to kennel a limited number
dogs, cats and even ‘pocket
a full range of pet grooming
pets’ with plans to expand in
and kennel services and Ms.
Davis says every time she gets the future.
The plan, she says, is to build
a new furry client, she gets a
an outdoor building with an
new friend.
“I want to keep it personal and indoor play yard and kennelling space.
get to know the pets one on
A gift shop displaying various
one,” she said. “As much as I
want the owner to be happy, I hand made pet toys, coats and
jewellery is also available.
want the pet to be happy as
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SDHS students help hurricane victims

279

Photo and story by Shannon Schaefer

After accepting an assignment
to demonstrate how youth can
influence change, six Sutton
District High School “World
Issues” students raised and
donated $600 for the Torontobased charity Global Medic.
With the support of local businesses (Smitty’s Pizza, Keswick Tim Hortons and Lake

Simcoe Arms) the team held
bake sales, raffles and candy
grams with the goal of supporting the victims of Hurricane Matthew in Haiti. Pictured above L to R are: Kelsey
McBride, Jordan Thompson,
Shannon Schaefer, Russell
McLean, Brittany Baker and
Ally Neil.

Dalton Rd construction to begin the
end of January—expect disruptions

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

A major year-long construction project along Dalton
Road in Sutton will begin the
end of January.
Bob Fortier, Operations Manager for Georgina, told council on January 18 that the new
Region of York trunk water
main, the new Town water
main and the replacement of
aging sanitary sewer pipe
along Dalton Rd. will disrupt
traffic flows and temporarily
affect water access as the project progresses.
“Access to the west side of
Dalton Road will be an issue,”
Mr. Fortier said, adding, once
the new water main is installed, users along the route
“will be out of water for a
short time.”
He said since Dalton Road
will be reduced to two lanes

during construction, north and
south traffic flows will be
moved to the east side of the
road. Access to homes and
businesses on the west side
will experience disruptions, he
said.
Because the project is being
co-ordinated with water and
sewer work previously scheduled in the area by York Region, Georgina’s costs are
estimated to be $6 million—a
savings of 50 per cent. Streetscaping and a new asphalt
service are included.
When asked by council when
the project would be completed, Mr. Fortier said that
progress would depend on the
weather but he estimated the
job would be completed by
2018.
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Three more candidates express interest in representing Ward 1 at council
reduce strain and dependency on residential taxes is to encourage and expedite new
business placements within our Ward and
Georgina as a whole. I would like to see an
increased role in establishing a functioning
body within the municipality that its sole
purpose is to focus on this endeavour.
Q. Why have you decided to run for the
position of Ward 1 councillor?
A. I decided to enter this race as a commitment to my community to give back the
Lee Dale, 35,
opportunities for a blessed childhood it has
is a married man provided me. I spoke with my children last
with five
year expressing my interest in municipal
children and
politics and described the opportunities
living in Ward 1. citizens have to create for themselves.
Specialized
Through this process I intend to show my
Transportation
kids how to fight for what they believe in.
Supervisor.
Q. What do you believe is your most valuable attribute--the one that will benefit
Ward 1 voters most during council meetings?
Q. What do you believe is the number one A. As a long standing member of this
issue facing Ward 1 residents today?
Ward, I have a great understanding of its
A. As a growing and developing Ward
ebbs and flows. I have a strong ability to
with an aged infrastructure, I believe one
work, persevere, and implement that will
of our biggest issues going forward is ac- serve me well. I have infrastructure expericess to services for residents of all ages.
ence in dealing with permitting offices
Q. If elected, what would you do to help throughout Ontario. My greatest strength I
address this issue?
believe is the undying belief that the main
A. If I am so fortunate as to be elected
and most important role of a Ward CounWard 1 Councillor, I would spend each
cillor is to first listen to its residents, then
day thereafter listening to the residents
act.
of our Ward to establish an understanding
Forrest Jones
of their needs. Advocating for additional
is 44, single,
services for seniors right down to public
living in Ward
school children will be a priority.
1 and
Q. What other issues do you believe need
President of a
to be addressed by Georgina council in
lighting
Ward 1?
company.
A. Another issue/trend in Ward 1 pertains
to sleepover communities. Although this
brings in more tax revenue, it in turn
brings strain on infrastructure. Advocating
and developing strategies to encourage
Q. What do you believe is the number one
small business will be a focus. Likewise,
Issue facing Ward 1 residents today?
showcasing the amazing potential of our
I think we need to prepare for the growth
Ward to foster new business and establish Georgina is about to have. It is estimated
avenues of employment within our comthe town will increase in population by 35munity will help strengthen where our in- 40% in the next 10-12 years - that type of
come is earned and spent.
growth means we need more business deQ. What is your strategy to attract new
velopment
businesses and industry to Ward 1 to im- (stores) - perhaps a Home Depot; MURC
prove employment opportunities and remust happen, I don't know the current
duce Georgina's dependency on the resi- status frankly - but am hoping it is on the
dential tax base?
plans for sooner than later; It means more
A. I believe it is an integral facet of counpolice, ambulance and first responders, not
cil to be envoys within the region and beless. It also means more assisted living - as
yond to showcase the benefits of doing
our population ages. Planning for the fubusiness in Georgina. The best way to
ture - is what we need to focus on.
Forrest Jones, Chuck Sheppard and Lee
Dale have joined Silvviu Bona, Spencer
Phillips, Robin Smith and Mike Waddington in the race to elect a new Ward 1 councillor in the by-election set for March 27,
2017. The Georgina Post presented the
platforms of the four latter candidates in
the January 10 issue and takes pleasure in
presenting the response of the three recently nominated candidates in the race.

Q. If elected, what would you do to help
address this issue? There's nothing I won't
do. If we need someone to speak to Home
Depot about building in Georgina, I will
do it. If we need to do some fundraising - I
will do it. We need to prepare for the future; while looking after today - our children's future is relying on the decisions we
make today; Let's not blow it.
Q. What other issues do you believe need
to be addressed by Georgina council in
Ward 1?
We need to help the Georgina Food Pantry
--we need to feed our own here first. So
many of us are so fortunate, careers, homes
- but those that are less fortunate need help
- we all need it once in a while. So I'd like
to initiate a "Georgina Food Day" twice a
year at one of the (approving) markets
where we make sure, through good advertising, word of mouth, social media and the
town channels, the needs of the Food Pantry are met through contributions. I personally believe one of the stores will help and I believe if done right - we can generate a lot of food and cash donations for the
food bank - it needs a little work, but I
will spearhead it.
I would like to also set up program called
ADOPT GOLF, offering free golf to junior
golfers, under the age of 14 on a
"Wednesday night". It gets kids OUTSIDE, walking the course and learning the
fundamentals of a game that is said to be
the most respected game to play. It teaches
patience, rules, arithmetic, and if mentored
right, it promotes integrity (the rules of
golf don't allow for cheating) and it gets
KIDs ACTIVE and OFF the cell phones.
Also, no carts will be allowed to ensure
being active.
Q. What is your strategy to attract new
businesses and industry to Ward 1 to improve employment opportunities and reduce Georgina's dependency on the residential tax base?
We have to attract more business here and
I think as the area continues to add more
people by way of the 404 extension, some
development will occur naturally, obviously - We need to BUY LOCAL whenever we can. As it is right now - we all
have to travel to Newmarket for a "Mall"
or Home Depot. I'm not saying we build a
mall today - but certainly I think a Home
Depot would be important in future plans.
Keswick, Sutton, Pefferlaw--the list goes
on for towns that would benefit.

9
Q. Why have you decided to run for the
position of Ward 1 councillor?
Frankly, I have been on the fence for a
week, undecided. But I've watched all the
Town meetings, I've spoken with current
councillors, I've met with local newspaper
people and talked with family and my staff
at my company, and-- it just feels right.
Sometimes in life you get a feeling and
you have to follow it. But I have done
some research, with a lot more to do of
course, and feel I can contribute in a positive way to the area where I live. I want to
be a voice for people who need one. I want
to be able to make things happen and I
know I can.
Q. What do you believe is your most valuable attribute--the one that will benefit
Ward 1 voters most during council meetings?
I have a no-nonsense approach. It's pretty
black and white with me. If it will benefit
the Town as a whole and it MAKES
SENSE then let's do it. I'm aware this is
my entry into the political world - however
I have 44 years experience in LIFE. I
would say I am street-smart over booksmart and when I get involved in something--I'm all in.

Chuck
Sheppard, 39 is
married with
three children
living in Ward
1.
He is a Critical
Care Transport
Base Manager.

Q. What do you believe is the number one
issue facing Ward 1 residents today?
Having an affordable place for our youth
must be our first priority amongst our residents, they are the future of our community.
Q. If elected, what would you do to help
address this issue?
Increase the youth involvement by encouraging them to participate in the council
meetings and bringing to light the many
different challenges encountered everyday.
Q. What other issues do you believe need
to be addressed by Georgina council in
Ward 1?
Child safety in and around the many different subdivisions is also a big concern with
the high number of speeding and reckless

driving.
Q. What is your strategy to attract new
businesses and industry to Ward 1 to improve employment opportunities and reduce Georgina's dependency on the residential tax base?
Offer tax breaks to encourage new business within the Ward 1 area that will create
future job opportunities and will in turn
over time lower our residential taxes.
Q. Why have you decided to run for the
position of Ward 1 councillor?
I`m very well versed in the ability to bring
large groups of people together and successfully work towards a common goal,
and to encourage my children there’s nothing they can`t do if they put their mind to
it.
Q. What do you believe is your most valuable attribute--the one that will benefit
Ward 1 voters most during council meetings?
Being a strong people person and the ability to relate on many different levels is a
trait I’m most proud of. I truly believe it is
all about how the idea or challenge is presented that will determine a favourable
outcome.
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Georgina Hospice prepares to relocate to the Link
Hospice Georgina celebrated a
donation of $50,000 from the
Georgina Community Health
Care Council on January 11 at
the Link.
The monies will be used to help
Hospice facilitate its relocation
to the Link later this year.
Hospice Georgina is a not-forprofit organization in Sutton
which provides non-medical
support for palliative people,
people with life-threatening or
life-limiting illness, their families and caregivers and well as
the bereaved.
The organization relies 100 per
cent on volunteers and donations in order to provide its
services at no cost to its clients.
Renovation of the Hospice
space at the Link is estimated to
cost $175,000.00 and according
to Hospice Board member,
Sandy Young, more donations

are needed to ensure the 1,100
sq. ft. unit is renovated to meet
the professional needs of the
organization and those of its
clients.
Hospice has requested a loan of
$123,000 from South Lake Futures Development Corporation
and received approval from
council that the Town of Georgina will act as a guarantor for
the loan.
Vice Chair Mary Catherine
MacAluso said that plans are
underway to conduct various
fundraising initiatives with the
specific objective to repay the
loan as quickly as possible.
She said the move to the Link
will provide Hospice with “the
accessibility that we lack in our
present location” and additional
programming and support to
care givers will be possible.

Above: (L to R) Sandy Young, Lena Singh, Marie Morton, Jim
Beechey, Mary Catherine MacAluso and Jim McMillan happily
pose behind of a Georgina Community Health Care Council
cheque for $50,000 which will assist Hospice in tenant improvements at the Link as they prepare their space for occupancy later this year.

Make a Wish recipient drops puck
at charity hockey game

Nathan Allen, 13, (centre) is
joined by his family, sister
Emma, dad, Mike and mom
Judy Chapman as he drops
the puck to begin a Charity
Hockey game between the
Pro Hockey Heroes and members of the Georgina Professional Fire Fighters Association.
The game, held at the Ice
Palace on Saturday, January

14, is held annually in support
of the Children’s Wish Foundation—Ontario Chapter.
Nathan, who currently undergoes kidney dialysis on a
daily basis at home, is awaiting a kidney transplant.
His Children’s Wish Foundation wish was granted recently when he received a
travel trailer so Nathan could
go camping with his family.

11

12

TENNYSON TIDBITS

Congratulations to Barb
Scott who retired from Canada Post after delivering
mail across Pefferlaw and
Sutton for 29 years. Barb
took over the Pefferlaw
route in 1987 after Bob Kibble retired. When she started
stamps were only 26 cents.
Congrats Barb. Our very
best wishes in the future.
This just in from Faye Wilkinson from Wilfrid…
“Imagine my surprise this
afternoon around 3:30 pm
when I saw eight robins
hopping around the snow

banks and dead leaves in my
yard! They were not interested in the food at the bird
feeder but did take a splash
in the creek. That’s what
caught my attention so I got
out my binoculars and my
jaw dropped! Is this a sign
of early spring?”
From time to time, residents
living in Georgina may notice a vehicle approaching
that has a flashing “green”
light attached. For those of
you who wonder what the
green light signifies, it is a
volunteer fire fighter making his/her way to the fire
hall in response to being
alerted that a call has been
reported. Please, if you see a
vehicle with a green flashing light, make way for it
the same as you would for
any emergency vehicle.

Routes has been Georgina’s non-profit
community transportation provider for
over 28 years. Our amazing volunteer
drivers use their vehicles to provide rides
to people who are restricted due to life
circumstances, enhancing their quality of
life by improving their access to essential
services, available resources, and
opportunities for social inclusion.

Roof for Pefferlaw Ice Pad
After receiving a Canada 150
federal grant for $315,000 in
2015 to help erect a $786,000
roof over the Pefferlaw ice pad,
council has approved an expenditure of $31,970 to hire an engineering consultant.
Steenhof Building Services
Group in Orillia has been contracted to provide design and
contract administration for the
project.
Director of Recreation and Cultural Services for Georgina,
Robin McDougall said a draft
design for the roof has been
completed and it extends the
roof 10 feet beyond the pad
boards on all sides.
“We believe that for a small set
of spectator bleachers, we could
fit that within the 10 foot span
without having to make any
major amendments to the design,” she said.
As she awaits the final design
and council approvals, Ms.
McDougall is notifying users of

the Pefferlaw Lions Community
Park to alert them of the upcoming construction period.
“We anticipate construction
between June and September
and once we know where the
construction zone is, we will be
able to best determine how to
mitigate any disruption,” Ms.
McDougall said.
She anticipates the final design
of the roof will be integrated
with the picnic shelter—and the
expected disruption around this
area has Garry Harpley of the
Pefferlaw Rate Payers Association concerned.
He said the organization traditionally draws 3,000 visitors to
its Annual Family Day Picnic on
August 7 and uses the picnic
shelter as the hub for many of its
activities.
“At this point before we commit
to any further events we will
need to know exactly what areas
will be affected,” Mr. Harpley
said.
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Mosquito treatment to begin in April
Over 2,000 Pefferlaw, Port Bolster and
Udora homeowners have been given notice that the annual mosquito abatement
program will treat approximately 3,908
hectares (9,656 acres) of land between
April 1 and May 31.
The treatment of mosquito larvae with a
biological larvicide known as Bti (Bacillus
thuringiensis israelensis) will be conducted by G.D.G. Canada.
The Pefferlaw area is a known natural
habitat for mosquito breeding sites and
studies have shown that the area is home
to 30 different mosquito species. In a notice to residents, Dan Pisani, the Director
of Operations and Infrastructure, said,
“The high water table and the flat topography creates a haven for mosquito reproduction and favour the creation of large
mosquito development sites, many of
which remain flooded throughout the season.”
Bti is a biological compound formulated
to become toxic only to mosquito larvae
while in the third and fourth in-star growth
stage and just prior to pupation. It traditionally has a 100 per cent success rate in

reducing mosquito populations and has
been used in the abatement program since
2008 to treat spring mosquito populations.
As it has been specifically formulated to
attack only mosquito larvae, it is not
known to have a detrimental impact on
other living organisms.
The program has been widely received
since its inception and those attending an
information session in Pefferlaw on
Wednesday, January 18 voiced their appreciation for the program and the improvement in their quality of life in the
area since the program began.
GDG crews will survey known breeding
sites during spring snow melt to determine
the optimum time of larvae development
prior to treatment. The application of Bti
will be conducted with both aerial (using a
granular formulation) and ground (using a
liquid formulation) treatments.
The notice provided to residents within
the treatment area requires those not wishing to have their property treated to optout of the program. Written notice of their
objection must be registered at town offices on or before February 10, 2017.
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Food Pantry now offers grocery shopping experience
One of the new features the Georgina Food
Pantry is now able to offer its clients since
moving to the Link is the experience of
grocery shopping.
Prior to its relocation to the Link, clients
received a food hamper full of groceries as
their monthly food allowance, a practice
that was not ideal, says Executive Director,
Catherine Cook.
As a result, she says, clients can now
choose food items that appeal to their
families’ taste and preference.
Another new experience for clients is the

Georgina Food Pantry Executive Director Catherine Cook demonstrates the art
of grocery shopping from shelves of food
set up in their new space at the Link.

Kids’ Centre, an area where children can
create crafts, read and play.
“Kids shouldn’t have a memory of just
sitting and waiting for Mom to shop at the
Food Pantry,” Ms. Cook said. “This is a
much more welcoming area.”
Ms. Cook is also grateful for the use of the

commercial kitchen at the Link and says
clients who have been encouraged to participate in the creation of a meal are not
only learning a skill but building a resume.
“We like the space and we are able to generate a more positive experience because it
is a pleasant space,” she said.
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Council awaits staff report to decide fate of barn at Reed Farm
To build or not rebuild...that is the question—or is it?
Not if Annabel Slaight has anything to say
about it.
Ms. Slaight, the founder of the Ontario
Water Centre and the champion of the
Clear Water Farm operating out of the former Reed Farm property, brought her vision for a new barn to council on Wednesday, January 18 and wants the barn rebuilt.
The former barn, which was to be a programming focal point at the Clear Water
Farm, fell victim to a fire on October 8 last

year.
Ms. Slaight described the 180-year-old
barn as the “educational heart of Clear
Water Farm” and “when the fire struck it
was a terrible tragedy,” she said.
Ms. Slaight presented photographs which
illustrated the ideas and suggestions offered by a team of young people during a
hands-on-brainstorming, design workshop
after the barn was destroyed.
“We need to identify the opportunities to
not only rebuild as it was, but to enhance
that building to repurpose it for today,”
Ms. Slaight said.
She also offered
architectural drawings and artistic
concepts to show
council what the
interior and exterior of a restored
barn might look
like.
Georgina council
has been advised
that its insurance
company will pay
up to $286,876—
the assessed value
of the barn if it is
rebuilt. (Less
$10,000 deductible.) If the decision
is made not to re-

build, the town could expect approximately $249,000.00 because there would
be no construction costs.
Georgina Clerk John Espinosa told council
that additional amenities beyond the function of the old barn that may be required
by the Clear Water Farm to accommodate
future programming needs and plans,
would be not be part of the insurance settlement.
“If the Town decided to work with the
Water Centre to rebuild something and add
some of the features that the Water Centre
included in their proposal, then what the
insurance company told us is, those costs
that are up and above of the costs they put
into their valuation of the barn would not
be covered by our insurance carriers,” Mr.
Espinosa said adding, “So it would have to
be borne by another party, either the Town
or a third party that is working with the
Town.”
In the lease agreement Georgina has with
the Clear Water Farm any leasehold improvements to the property would ultimately be owned by the Town.
Questions were raised at the council table
regarding the estimated amount of
$286,876 offered by the insurance company. Mr. Espinosa confirmed that number
included demolition, materials and labour
if the barn was rebuilt.
“It just doesn’t seem high enough,” said
Mayor Quirk.
(Inset) The barn
when it was destroyed by fire
on October 8.
(Below) An artist’s concept
drawing of the
restored barn’s
interior.
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Injured Bald Eagle found in Roches Pt.

Members elect incoming board for
Georgina Chamber of Commerce

At the Annual General Meeting for the Georgina Chamber of Commerce at the Link on Thursday, January 19
the membership approved the appointment of its new
Board of Directors.
Front Row: Jim Beechey, Chair; Amanda Stewart, Secretary; Scott McDonald, Vice Chair.
Back Row: Michael Feherty, Mabel Garcia, Matt Pisarek, Susan Gorman, Christine Burton, Kostas Kyriopoulos, Suzanne Howes, Deb Lewis. (Board member
Councillor Frank Sebo is absent from the photo.)

When a bald eagle would not fly
away after landing on the driveway in front of
Murray and Ann
Marriage’s home
in Roches Point
on December 30,
they knew something was wrong.
The Marriages
pick the story up
Story and Photo submitted by Anne and Murray
from here…
named after him.
“Anna was frantically calling a
couple of people for advice and Shades of Hope called back the
next day to say it was a juvenile
had the best idea of calling
Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge. bald eagle and the only injury
was some head trauma. This was
Some people were thinking it
detected by some blood in his
was an osprey (disputed by the
eye. They stated that they would
birdman, Paul Novosad). Anna
had the people at Shades of Hope keep him for a couple of days for
call Georgina Animal Control as observation.
They called News Year’s Day to
she knew that would get a
quicker response than her calling say they were coming back to
them directly. Helps to have past Roches Point to release the bird.
Anna immediately called Paul to
experience in lost animals!
make sure we got some decent
Murray and Ron stayed outside
and made sure the bird was safe photos. Of course we all went
outside –Ron, Anna, Murray,
from passing cars and warned
passing neighbours to keep their Kim, Bill, Paul, plus a few
neighbours gathered.
dogs inside. Lisa from Animal
It was a gorgeous sunny day and
Control arrived within 10 minutes. The bird was ushered across as we were waiting, another eathe road and was captured along gle was circling overhead looking for his buddy. The rethe hedges. Murray got gloves
and a blanket for Lisa and after a lease was captured beautifully by
second blanket was obtained, we Paul.
carried the bird and it was placed It was amazing to watch, as
within a minute or so it was
in a large carrier in the truck.
Carrying it gave you a good idea joined by its sibling. What a
of how big it was. Ron wanted it wonderful start to 2017!!”
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Port Bolster Hall Board has announced They are looking for new members. ConYoga Classes every Thursday at 7:00 pm.
tact gchccouncil@gmail.com for details.
A 3-part Customer Service Workshop will
be held at the Nourish Community Hub in
Cannington on Jan. 24, 25, 26 and includes
Smart Serve and Food Handling. Call
Sherry at (705) 432-2444.
The Udora Leaskdale Lions Club invites
you to its monthly spaghetti dinner at the
Udora Hall on Fri. Jan. 27 at 5:30 pm.
A Green River Revival presenting the music of Creedence Clearwater Revival will
be staged at the Stephen Leacock Centre at
8:00 pm on Sat. Jan. 28.
Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw will hold its
next Community Dinner on Wed. Feb. 1 at
6:00 pm.
A workshop discussing Selling Food to
Ontario will be conducted at the Link on
Thurs. Feb. 2 at 8:30 am. Tickets $20.
Georgina’s premier winter carnival, SnoFest will be hosted at the ROC on Sat. Feb. 4
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Fun for the
whole family.
The Georgina Community Health Care
Council is having its Annual General Meeting on Tues. Feb. 7 at 6:00 pm at the Link.

You are invited to a Hypnotist Show featuring Buck MacLeod at Egypt Hall on Sat.
Feb. 25 at 8:00 pm. Tickets only $10 and
The Loretto Maryholme Spirituality Centre
proceeds support community projects. Call
in Roches Pt. is hosting a three day Silent
(905) 596-0667 for tickets.
Retreat from Feb. 7 to 9 and Mar. 7 to 9.
Visit www.lorettomaryholme.ca or call
The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers is
(905) 476-4013.
inviting you to its Spaghetti Dinner on Sat.
Mar. 4 at the Pefferlaw Lions Community
You are invited to Georgina’s First ValenCentre. Dinner at 5:30 pm and all proceeds
tine Venue hosted by Peaceful Hearts
will support the free Pefferlaw Family Day
Georgina Foundation in support of special
events to be held this summer. Everyone
needs programming. The event, to be held
welcome! (See ad on page 7)Call (705) 437
at the Link on Sun. Feb 12 from 11:30 am
-2945 for tickets
to 3:00 pm, features live music, kids’ fun,
vendors and more.
The Perchin’ for MS—Fishing for a Cure
tournament will take place at Sibbald Point
Hospice Georgina is inviting you to sign up
Provincial Park on Sat. Mar. 4. Register at:
for its Hospice Georgina Bonspiel at the
www.perchinforms.com
Sutton Curling Club to be held on Sat. Feb
Ward 1 residents will get an opportunity to
18. Call (905)722-9333 to register.
hear the platforms of candidates running in
The Lake Simcoe Championship Ice Fishthe by-election during a Chamber of Coming Derby sponsored by Canadian Tire
merce/Rogers TV debate to be held at the
Keswick will set off from Rayners Park on
Stephen Leakcock Theatre on Friday,
Lake Drive on Sun. Feb. 19. Register at:
March 10 at 7:00 pm.
www.icefishinglakesimcoe.com — A huge
$50,000 lottery draw will take place at the The Georgina Public Library wants your
Keswick store at 10:00 am.
input to evaluate their technology services.
The on-line survey can be found at:
The Georgina Arts Centre and Gallery will
https://impactsurvey.org/branch-select/
host a monthly luncheon on Tuesday, Feb.
85vl/211054
21 and Mar. 21.

