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Canadian Tire Keswick sponsors Lake Simcoe Ice Fishing Championships

Congratulations to the winners, organizers and volunteers who helped to
make the first annual Keswick Canadian Tire Lake Simcoe Ice Fishing
Championships event a remarkable success. According to Garry Johnston and his wife Elizabeth, the event which was held at Rayner’s Beach
in Keswick on Saturday, February 13, raised in excess of $26,000 for the
Canadian Tire Jump Start program.
During the day, close to $65,000 in money and prizes was awarded to the
top 10 angling teams and over 200 raffle ticket holders.
Above, Elizabeth Johnston (left) and Garry Johnston (right) award the
$10,000 top prize to winning anglers James Beaupre and Derek Brown
(centre) whose catch of 12 perch weighed in at 14.8 lbs. Mr. Beaupre and
Mr. Brown also won $400 in cash and a mounting certificate worth $350
for landing the biggest perch of the day at 1.62 lbs.

Photo above:
Elizabeth
Johnston
(left), Mayor
Margaret
Quirk
(centre) and
Ken Hackenbrook (right)
award
$50,000 in
prizes to
lucky ticket
holders.
Photo left:
Two happy
anglers show
off their
catch at the
weigh-in
station.
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I've been over this before...
But, let's go over it again.
The Georgina Food Pantry provides one of the most important
and basic essentials of life to
hundreds of Georgina residents-food. And they do this on a
weekly basis through the generous donations of caring and giving donors. Not one dollar nor
one can of food received comes
from the municipality.
One of the first editorials I wrote
when I started this paper 11
years ago was about the lack of
support from the Town for the
Food Pantry. It was inconceivable to me then, and remains so
today, that we can give other not
-for-profit organizations hundreds of thousands of dollars
annually and not give a penny to
the Food Pantry.
Let me be clear. I don't begrudge
the support we are giving other
organizations, especially if they
are providing a public service
but if I had to prioritize in what
order the money should be allocated, the Food Pantry would
certainly be at the top of the list.
Food is a fundamental human
right.
The Town of Georgina is in the
final stages of asking the Food
Pantry to sign a licence for
$3,528 a month to move into the
Link from their current location
on High Street. The licence is
based on market value rates of
$1.05 per sq. ft. That means
$3,528 a month in private donations will NOT be used to feed
the hungry and disenfranchised
of this community.
The Town of Georgina also requires the Food Pantry to pay
$1.04 per square foot (3,360 sq.
ft) for a building permit so they
can go into the Link and buildout the space. That means another $3,494.80 of private financial donations will not be used to
feed those in need.
I don't understand why Georgina, with a $70 million budget,
can't waive these ridiculous
building permit fees altogether
and offer an occupancy agreement at less than market value
rates. The Food Pantry addresses
a serious, social priority--a need

that is as important as providing
recreational facilities, safe drinking water, paved streets and garbage pick-up. If we can afford to
build hills, soccer fields, baseball diamonds and skating rinks,
we can certainly afford to make
sure our hungry are fed.
I spoke to several volunteers at
the Food Pantry before writing
this editorial and one of them
told me that the financial contributions from donors go toward
purchasing fresh food and vegetables such as milk, bread and
eggs. And every donated dollar
that must go toward rent and the
building permit fees will be a
dollar that cannot purchase fresh
produce for their clients.
"Unconscionable" was the word
they used.
It is time to stop shirking our
social responsibilities by passing
the buck onto another level of
government because they are
nowhere to seen in this either.
Municipal government is the one
closest to the people and the one
that needs to step up to the plate.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Ready, set, go… by Shannon Schaefer
Georgina is one of 45 Ontario
communities signed up to help
kids lead healthier lives.
The Healthy Kids Community
Challenge, launched in Georgina last month during the
Mayor’s Levee at the ROC,
receives resources from the
province including funding,
training and social marketing
tools to help promote healthy
eating, physical activity and
healthy behaviours for children.
The program will be tied to
various themes designed to
encourage a mix of active play,
active transportation, sports
and structured physical activity. The first theme is “Run.
Jump. Play. Every Day.”
Georgina’s launch event offered kids a healthy, free
breakfast before leading them
in inside snowboarding activities, a Get up and Move dance
program and a chance to try
out the new ROC Cub Club
Mini Snowboard Park. This
mini park has been structured
for younger children aged two
years and up and provides an
entry-level introduction to
snowboarding - free of charge.
The ROC Cub Club is now a
permanent feature at The ROC
and is just one of the Healthy
Kids Community Challenge
action plans built into the fouryear program to encourage
children to make healthier eating and lifestyle choices while
having fun participating in
organized play and educational

games.
In addition, youth attending
Town-led after-school programs together with children at
the Waabgon Gamig First Nation School and Jericho Youth
Service are participating in a
30-day Healthy Habits Tracker
Challenge to help raise awareness and turn unhealthy life
style choices into healthy lifelong habits.
Katherine Squires, Georgina’s
Healthy Kids Community
Challenge Coordinator, says
plans are underway to stage
social media contests, a
‘community-wide’ Healthy
Habits Tracker Challenge and
educational conferences to
encourage all ages to make
healthier choices.
“The goal of the program is to
create opportunities in Georgina for everyone to become
healthier,” she said.
The Challenge is a key part
of Ontario’s Healthy Kids
Strategy, a cross-government
initiative focusing on promoting a healthy start in life,
healthy food, and healthy active communities. The Ministry of Health and Long-Term
Care will work with Public
Health Ontario to conduct
overall evaluations and local
assessments to measure the
success of the program.
Shannon Schaefer is a Sutton
District High School co-op student
with placement at the Georgina
Post.

ATTENTION SENIORS
Are you….
 a senior over 65 or a person on disability at any age?
 living in York Region?
 living on a household income of less than $77,500?

If so, you may qualify for a Provincial Grant of $7,500 to upgrade
safety features in your home or to do other repairs.
For more information please call:

Omni Works Senior Services at (416) 419-8866.
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Tennyson Tidbits
Congratulations to Ted and
Cathy Rennie on the birth of
their fifth grandchild, Sadie
Grace born Jan. 29 and weighing 8lbs, 11oz. Proud parents
are Steve and Jaclyn Addison.

Board of Directors. He says
professionals who are looking
for an active volunteer position
and have some legal and/or
corporate governance background would be a good fit.
Interested parties should email:
The Pefferlaw and Lions Hous- lionshousing@gmail.com
ing Corporation (aka Rixon
Manor) held a special thank
We were deeply saddened by
you dinner for George Lester
the news of George Snache’s
who has retired from the Board tragic death when his ATV fell
of Directors after 30 years of
through the ice on Lake Simservice. Mr. Lester was also a coe on Friday, February 12,
founding member of the origi- 2016. Mr. Snache, 66, was the
nal planning and development dear father of Kelly Snache,
committee for the project.
Dave Snache (Karen Downer),
The residents and members of Natalie Knockwood (Dennis
the board also bid a fond adieu Waite), Matt Snache, Amber
to long-time administrator,
Snache (Natania Snache) and
Marie Breen who has resigned George Snache Jr. (Alana
to take a local, full-time posiSabattis). Our sincere condotion. “Her friendly outlook and lences go out to his extended
genuine concern for all was
family and the many friends
greatly appreciated,” said
who gathered at the Georgina
Rixon Manor Board chair,
Island Community Centre on
Duncan Goodwin. Mr. GoodSaturday, February 20 for a
win is also appealing to comcelebration of George’s life.
munity-minded residents to
consider a position on the

NOW IN
STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
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Calling all musicians
The Georgina Arts Centre is
calling on all adult and youth
musicians to compete in a talent contest—MADE IN
GEORGINA—Emerging Musician Showcase 2016.
The initiative is designed to
showcase, develop and promote all ages of emerging musicians in Georgina, says GAC
board member Michelle
Vacca.
“Musicians in Georgina, this is
your chance to be part of
something epic and one of the
biggest collaborations in our
town aimed to further the production of original music,” Ms.
Vacca said.
Contestants must provide proof
of residence within Georgina
and will be required to provide
a video submission performing
original musical works no later
than March 31, 2016. For
bands entering the competition, one member minimum
must show Georgina residency. No musicians under
contract with a label or management agency will be eligible.
All eligible video submissions
will undergo an in-person review to identify the top adult
and youth finalists. These top

finalist submissions will be
posted on the Rogers TV YouTube channel and the GAC
Facebook page where public
voting will take place to find
two recipients (one youth and
one adult) of the Public Vote
Award of $1,000 each.
All the top finalists will each
receive an Artist Development
Showcase Prize valued at approximately $5,000. This includes training in the music
business, professional mentorship, artist/band dynamics,
song writing, recording, video
production, live performance
opportunities, equipment and
gear package, marketing, promotion and an education and
skills development workshops.
The GAC is working in partnership with Connors Music in
Keswick and D’Addario, a
guitar string manufacturer in
Canada.
Performances are planned at
the GAC of the adult and
youth finalists in June and will
also appear on stage at Connors Music In the Street festival on June 25. The MADE IN
GEORGINA event will wrap
up in the fall with An Evening
with the individual performance winners at the GAC.

Danbrook withdraws suit against
Town and Town employee
Local builder Tim Danbrook’s
fight against city hall has
reached an end with the withdrawal of a recently filed lawsuit against the Town of Georgina and Town Treasurer Rebecca Mathewson.
Mr. Danbrook’s Superior
Court of Justice Small Claims
suit was seeking $25,000 for
damages he says he incurred
during a four year legal battle
with the Town over the 2011
Development Charges by-law.
Mr. Danbrook says he withdrew the suit because he is
respectful of the fact that another prolonged legal battle
would result in even more legal fees paid for by Georgina

taxpayers.
“Knowing that tax payers
would be paying the same lawyer that charged the Town
$400,000 to lose the last lawsuit was a little too much to
take,” Mr. Danbrook.
"We have been informed that
Mr. Danbrook has withdrawn
his legal action against the
Town and our Director of Administrative Services and
Treasurer. We are pleased that
this matter is behind us and we
look forward to moving ahead
with our 2016 Development
Charge study and by-law," said
Ken Turriff, the Town's Communications Manager.
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Increased permit fees hurt Pantry
The February 1, 2016 increase
in building permit fees is causing a bit of a sticky wicket for
the Georgina Food Pantry and
its plans to move into the Link.
In order to build-out the 3,360
sq. ft. of Link space, the Food
Pantry requires a building permit from the Town. Prior to
February 1, the fees were
$0.32 cents per square foot for
a total of $1,075.20. But with
the increase to $1.04 per
square foot, the building permit will now cost the Food
Pantry $3,494.40.
The occupancy agreement for
the Georgina Food Pantry will
be presented to council at the
February 24 meeting and staff
is recommending that the additional cost for the building
permit ($2,419.20) be paid to
the Town in monthly instalments across the five year term
of the agreement.
The Food Pantry is considered
a core tenant at the Link and

has been in discussions with
the Town over their Link plans
for over two years.
Steve Palmer, Chair of the
Board of Directors for the
Food Pantry, will appear before council on February 24 to
ask council to waive the increased portion of the fees.
“I hope to find some middle
ground where everyone wins,”
Mr. Palmer said.
The occupancy agreement,
which is referred to as a
“licensing agreement” and not
a lease, requires the Food Pantry to pay a total of $153,965
over the five year term of the
agreement.
The move from the Food Pantry’s current location on High
St. to the Link hub will be the
third home for the Pantry since
its inception in 1985. It began
by providing food stuffs for 28
clients from a donated location
at the corner of Metro Rd. and
Dalton Rd.
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Up to 70 local area farmers, some
from as far away as Schomberg,
Port Perry and Markham, attended an information meeting at
the Egypt Hall on Friday, February 19 on the lawful use of farm
equipment on area roads.
According to Glenda Hamilton, a
member of the Georgina Agricultural Committee, the meeting was
designed as an educational forum
on the Highway Traffic Act and
how it pertains to agriculture.
She said Georgina’s growth and
the completion of the 404 highway has increased traffic on local
roads often used by farmers operating slow moving farm equipment such as tractors, hay wagons
and combines.
Sgt. Sarah Riddell and Const.

Gregory Castle from the York
Regional Police explained that
while some rules of the road and
standards for motor vehicles do
not apply to farm equipment, operators must comply with areas of
the Highway Traffic Act that refers to the safe operation of farm
equipment.
In addition to increased local traffic, farmers are operating much
larger equipment today and travelling greater distances to work to
cultivate lands not connected to
their homestead property.
Many in the room felt increased
public awareness of the rules pertaining to farming equipment on
the roads would assist in keeping
both the public and farm operators safe and reduce accidents.

As part of the Georgina Historical Society’s planned events
to celebrate Sutton’s 125th Anniversary, the Society hosted
a viewing of a film shot on High Street in Sutton in 1949.
Melissa Matt, curator for the Georgina Pioneer Village, set
the stage for the audience by providing screen shots of
various buildings in the film and comparing them to current day images.
The film is part of a home movie series dubbed “Stars of
the Town” shot by Rev. Roy Massecar between 1947 and
1949 when he visited 88 small towns to capture the day-today patterns of life in post-war Ontario.

(Left to Right) Keevin Foskett, the Store Manager of Food
Basics in Keswick presents a smiling Monika Lorkovic and
members of her family, daughter Destinee, son Ethan, husband Sean and son James a cheque for $10,000.00. Ms.
Lorkovic won the prize after entering to win the Food Basics January Price Freeze promotion by texting the special
code “freeze” from her mobile phone.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
St. Paul Jersey Anglican Church Kidz Closet
has a huge selection of thrift clothing for all
ages. Open every 2nd and 4th Saturday morning of the month from 9:00 am to noon. 267
Hollywood Dr. Call (905) 476-3491.
Come on out to the PAR All You Can Eat
Spaghetti Dinner on Sat. February 27 at 5:30
pm at the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre. All proceeds to fund the Annual PAR
Picnic and Lions Car Show next summer.
Advance tickets are only $10. Call 705-4372945 or visit www.thegeorginapost.com to
order online.
The Quilting and Needle Crafting Guild presents Marie Page’s Trunk show at Knox
United Church at 7:00 pm on Mar. 1. Visitor
fee $5.
Cedarvale Church in Pefferlaw hosts its
monthly Community Dinner on Wed. Mar. 2
at 6:00 p.m.

caring@hospicegeorgina.com
Enroll in a free Automotive Service Technician Pre-Apprenticeship program at GTTI.
Starts Mar. 7. Call (905) 722-6300.
A South Lake Simcoe Naturalist meeting on
Tues. Mar. 8 at the York Regional Police
meeting room begins at 7:30 pm.

Hope On High invites you to a Pancake lunch
on March 10 from 12:30 to 4:30 pm at the
Sutton Youth Centre. By donation.
Wilfrid Hall is calling all St. Patty’s Day revelers to join Kevin Fullbrook and gang on
Mar. 19 at 7:00 pm. Tickets $10.
Knox United Church Lunch & Spring Fashion Show. Thurs. Mar. 31 at noon. Fashions
by Tanja/Alia. Tickets $8. (905) 476-4445.
Voices of Georgina is looking for new members/accompanist. Call (905) 716-2565.

Ravenshoe United Church invites you to cele- The Sutton Kinettes is looking for donations
for young grads for their Prom Sale on Apr.
brate World Day of Prayer at 2:00 pm on
3. If you have a donation (male or female
March 4. Refreshments follow service.
formal attire) call (905) 476-1521.
The 6th Annual Perchin’ for MS event will be
CLASSIFIED AD
held at Sibbald Point Provincial Park on
Sat. March 5 from 6:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Sutton CPA Firm Hiring
Prizes galore.Visit www.perchinforms.com
Quality permanent employment. Full-time,
Hospice Georgina wants you to sign up
to Curl for Care, a bonspiel to be held
on Sat. March 5. Closing date is February 28.
Call (905) 722-9333 or Email:

immediate. Integrity. Intelligence. Discretion. Computer Brilliance. Tax and accounting experience or education. Email by Feb.
28 to: info@goodwinph.ca

Your invited to Yorkworks 3rd Annual

SPRING/SUMMER JOB
FAIR!
March 9, 2016
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 pm
at The Link
20849 Dalton Rd. Sutton
Bring resumes and come
prepared to be interviewed by
employers onsite!

