
When voters went to the polls last fall they 
clearly voted for change—but what isn’t 
clear is, did they vote for a change that 
would mean a dramatic increase in their 
property taxes?  
Georgina property owners could be re-
quired to fork out close to four per cent 
more in property taxes this year—which 
would be the highest tax increase since 
2008. The increase means approximately 
$150 would be added to last year’s tax bill 
for a home worth $293,000.00.  
At the conclusion of three full days of 
budget negotiations, staff told council the 
tax increase would be required to support 
more than $52 million in expenditures.  
The numbers could change before council 
approves the final document on February 
26 and since Georgina’s tax rate is blended 
with the needs of York Region and the 
York Region School Board, Georgina must 
wait for those budgets to be finalized be-
fore a final rate is calculated.  
However, at this point the Town has de-
cided it will need more money in 2015 to 
deliver 132 projects, hire additional staff 
and purchase new equipment.  
The operation expenses at the Town are all 
funded by the taxpayer but the Town uses 
a variety of funding mechanisms to pay for 
capital expenses—reserves, gas tax, grants, 
development charges and taxes.  

The following is a list of the budget high-
lights illustrating why property owners will 
need to pay more:  
 14 new staff members will be hired in 

2015  
 The Town will spend over $14 million 

on capital infrastructure—$5.5 million 
more than budgeted in 2014 

 The Town needs $37 million in operat-
ing expenses to keep the door open and 
pay salaries—$1.5 million more than 
budgeted in 2014 

 The Town will put approximately $5.7 
million into reserves for future projects 
such as the proposed Keswick multi-use 
recreational facility and perhaps a new 
administration building  

 The Town will spend $1.3 million for 
consultants to conduct various studies  

 The Town estimates gross expenditures 
of $52 million—$5 million higher than 
budgeted last year 

 The Town requires about $35.3 million 
in taxes—$2 million more than last 
year.  

Property taxes account for approximately 
61 per cent of the funding required, fee-for
-service revenues account for 24 per cent 
and reserves together with prior year taxes 
account for 25 per cent collectively.  
The top four departments supported 
through the tax levy are operations and 

engineering (38 per cent), fire and emer-
gency (19 per cent), recreation and culture 
(10 per cent) and administration (9 per 
cent).   
The fire department will spend close to $1 
million this year to support new equipment 
purchases. Council approved spending  
$520,000 to replace a rescue and a tanker 
with a multi-use pumper/tanker.  
Council also approved the purchase of 13  
new vehicles for the operations and engi-
neering department totaling $1.45 mil-
lion—two new snow plows ($500,000),  
two new dump trucks ($270,000), two new 
tractors ($280,000) and two new pickup 
trucks ($90,000), a 1 ton vehicle ($45,000) 
and the replacement of four other vehicles 
($260,000).  
In discussions around the Multi-Use Rec-
reational Complex (MURC) proposed for 
the south end of Keswick at some point in 
the future, CAO Winanne Grant told coun-
cil that $683,000 annually is being tucked 
away into reserves to support the project. 
(When the project was proposed in the 
2014 Recreation Facility Needs study it 
was estimated to cost $30 million.) In 
2015, the Town will hire a consultant to 
investigate partnership opportunities for 
the facility.  
To date, the Town has not been able to 
replace the $1 million in federal funding it 
Continued on page 8... 
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I don’t think a 4% increase is necessary 
A lot of people have been asking 
me what I think of our new 
council and my immediate re-
sponse is, “it is early days yet.”  
In other words I want to give 
them some time to get their feet 
under them. Right now, I think 
they are just learning the ropes 
and they haven’t built up the 
confidence they need to push 
forward with their agendas and 
the promises they made during 
the campaign.  
Having said that, the budget is an 
extremely important document 
which will have a direct impact 
on all of us.  
During the three-day budget 
negotiations when council mem-
bers had an opportunity to ad-
dress the suggestions made by 
staff in the budget, I watched 
very closely and listened intently 
to the responses.  
They spent a lot of time discuss-
ing the capital expenditures of 
approximately $14.8 million and 
barely skipped over the opera-
tions budget which totals over 
$37.3 million.  
Council seemed reluctant to dig 
too deep into the area of opera-
tions (even though many of us 
believe there is some fat there 
that could be trimmed) and in-
stead tried to find ways to pay 
for capital expenses without add-
ing to the tax burden.  
Georgina has a reserve fund of 
around $18 million and council 
dipped into it a few times to fund 
various capital expenditures 
which otherwise would have 
been added to the tax levy. The 
other fund they chose to access 
was the monies Georgina re-
ceives annually from the Federal 
Government’s gas tax initiative 
which nets the municipality ap-
proximately $1.2 million a year. 
(Georgina has gas tax reserves of 
approximately $5 million.)  
Now, the gas tax is essentially 
free money which the municipal-
ity can use to augment and sup-
plement the tax money they use 
for capital expenditures. How-
ever, it shouldn’t be used to re-
place tax levy support and so the 
Town must make sure that its 
level of spending using tax dol-
lars remains at an acceptable 
level so as not to jeopardize its 
gas tax allotment.  
During the negotiations, council 
had approved gas tax funding to 
support two major capital expen-

ditures until Treasurer Rebecca 
Mathewson recommended that 
property taxes fund these pur-
chases. Ms. Mathewson demon-
strated that capital tax levy 
spending for the years 2010 to 
2014 had been consistently fal-
ling and told council this trend 
could compromise the gas tax 
allocations if it continued.  
However, according to the Gas 
Tax Agreement, the baseline 
years that should be used to cal-
culate tax levy capital expendi-
tures are the five years from 
2000 to 2004. By using these 
years as the baseline, it lowers 
the threshold of acceptable tax 
levy support and gives the Town 
an opportunity to include more 
gas tax dollars into its budget. So 
without confusing the issue 
more, it is my opinion that she 
spooked council by suggesting 
gas tax allocations could be com-
promised if they didn’t raise the 
level of tax funded expenditures 
to $1.3 million from the 
$598,000 they had approved. 
That ultimately pushed the tax 
rate up by about two per cent.  
  

Karen Wolfe, Editor 
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In a dramatic appeal on 
Wednesday, February 18, long-
time Thane Smelter ‘clean-up’ 
proponent Debbie Gordon told 
Town council that only “legal 
action” would motivate the 
Ministry of the Environment 
and Climate Change (MOECC) 
to reinstate an order to clean up 
the site.  
Ms. Gordon’s appeal was in 
response to the MOE’s deci-
sion in July 2014 to remove a 
clean-up order that has been in 
existence since 2002. The clean
-up order directed the owner, 
Harold Sniatowski, to remove 
salt slag from the abandoned 
property but to date, he has 
failed to comply.  
“We are very concerned about 
any further delay of the Town 
in taking legal action to have 
the clean-up order on the 
Thane smelter re-instated. We 
have obtained legal advice that 
indicates that too much delay 
could prejudice not only the 
Town, but also the position of 
the community and limit our 
options to get the site cleaned 
up in the long term,” Ms. 
Gordon said. “It is clear that 
the Director’s decision to re-
voke the order was unreason-
able and unlawful.”  
Ms. Gordon showed council a 
1989 letter from then Environ-
ment Minister Jim Bradley 
which assured the Town of 
Georgina that the Ministry 
would “clean-up and restore 
the site” in the event that it 
became necessary.  
“If you do not take legal action, 
it sends the message to the 
MOECC that they can ignore 
their responsibilities to this 
community with no conse-
quences,” Ms. Gordon said.  
MOECC Director Dave Fumer-
ton has said the reason the 
clean-up order was revoked 
was due to the owner’s inabil-
ity to pay and because two 
other containment solutions 
were revealed in a 2007 con-

sultant’s report which sug-
gested entombing or covering 
the contaminated slag as alter-
natives to removing it. He also 
said the alternatives allow the 
property to meet government 
regulations for “brown field” 
development.  
“The MOECC has had these 
alleged options before them for 
the last seven years and no ac-
tion was taken. The Public Li-
aison Committee (PLC) re-
solved that neither of those 
options are acceptable and that 
the site needed to be cleaned 
up,” Ms. Gordon said, adding 
“The MOECC responded by 
dissolving the PLC and by 
keeping their intentions for the 
site a secret.” 
The central issue surrounded 
by the argument on what to do 
with the site is Ms. Gordon’s 
belief that off-site contamina-
tion has occurred from the con-
taminated materials left behind 
when the smelter closed down 
in 1997. She refutes Mr. 
Fumerton’s claim that there is 
no evidence of off-site adverse 
effects from the salt slag.  
“We know that the MOECC is 
openly hostile to funding a 
clean-up and that this is a moti-
vating factor for excluding the 
public and refusing to acknowl-
edge the site’s offsite impacts,” 
she said. She referred to a 2008 
consultant’s environmental 
assessment and an admission 
by MOECC in 2010 that the 
report showed offsite impacts 
to ground and surface water.  
“The Director’s reasons for 
revoking the clean-up order do 
not relate to, and ignore, well 
established contaminated site 
management and clean-up prin-
ciples set out in the MOECC’s 
own policies,” she said.  
Following Ms. Gordon’s depu-
tation, council members moved 
into a closed session meeting 
where they discussed the issue 
with the Town solicitor.  
 

Residents want Town to take legal 
action to clean up Thane property 
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Tennyson Tidbits 
Did anyone in Pefferlaw noticed 
the lack of rail traffic running 
through town last week? Well, 
apparently a train derailment in 
Gogama on February 14 re-
sulted in the decommissioning 
of the main line out of Toronto 
for four days. Given that the 
village of Pefferlaw sits on the 
main line and the derailment in 
Gogama  involved several cars 
carrying crude oil which ignited 
during the crash, we need to pay 
careful attention to the issue of 
railway safety measures and the 
preparedness of our first re-
sponders. Approximately 18 
freight trains pass through Pef-
ferlaw on a daily basis and al-
though CN “declined” to com-
ment on the content of these 
trains, we know that transport-
ing crude oil by rail in Canada is 
increasing. According to the 
Transportation Safety Board, 
crude oil transport has increased 
from 500 car loads in 2009 to 
160,000 car loads in 2013.  
 

I want to send out special birth-
day wishes to Dave Clyde who 

will celebrate his birthday on 
February 28. Cheers kiddo and 
many happy returns.  
 

Don’t forget to lock your cars at 
night—it seems the late-night 
gremlins have been at it again. 
Three reports from residents on 
Regent St. in Pefferlaw tell me a 
DVD player was stolen from 
one car late February 19/20, a 
pair of sheepskin slippers in a 
Roots shopping bag was taken 
from another and a gold Zippo 
lighter with sentimental value 
from another. Anyone with in-
formation can call me at (705) 
437-1216 or return the items 
with no questions asked. 
 

Our sincere condolences go out 
to the friends and family of 
Ollie McCue, 73, who passed 
away on February 8. He will be 
sadly missed.  
 

We would also like to send our 
regrets and condolences to the 
friends and family of Charlie 
Porte, 69. Charlie passed away 
peacefully at his home in Sutton 
on February 7. RIP Charlie.  
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Oriented 

Family Day in Georgina  

Despite the frigid 
temperatures on 
one of the coldest 
days on record, 
these teens soak up 
the sun at the Pef-
ferlaw Ice Pad 
with a friendly 
game of pick-up 
hockey on Family 
Day.  
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Even though they 
didn’t catch any 
fish, spending the 
day on Lake Sim-
coe’s perch 
grounds and tak-
ing a ride in a 
bombardier was a 
special treat for 
the Reed and 
Clark families 
from Sandford 
and Zephyr.  

Flying high and per-
fecting his snow-
boarding style is Gian 
Forte, 12, from Kes-
wick.  
Gian said the minus 
27 degree tempera-
tures at the ROC were 
no problem for him.  
Gian gave up skiing 
two years ago in fa-
vour of snowboard-
ing.  
“I can do more stuff 
and I have more con-
trol with a snow-
board,” he says.  



 

Corner icon destination shop to 
disappear in Jackson’s Point 
Apples of Gold, the home fash-
ion décor business that has 
been located on the corner of 
Lake Dr. and 
Dalton Rd. in 
Jackson’s Point 
for 27 years, is 
closing.  
Proprietors Jen-
nifer and Tim 
Hunt have sold 
the property and 
have purchased a 
specialty health-
care franchise 
called Right at 
Home in Lon-
don, Ontario. 
The Hunts have operated the 
Apples of Gold business for 12 
years since taking over from 
the previous owner Shirley 
Stiles in 2002.  
Ms. Hunt says she is a little 
sentimental about leaving Jack-
son’s Point and closing Apples 

of Gold but she is looking for-
ward to her next business ven-
ture.  

“It is sad to see the name go,” 
she said. “It has been a Geor-
gina destination,” said Mr. 
Hunt.  
The property has been sold and 
is expected to re-open as a gift 
shop. “It won’t be the same but 
something similar,” Ms. Hunt 
said.  
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Apples of Gold owners Jennifer and Tim Hunt 
close a 27-year Georgina icon in Jackson’s 
Point.   
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Continued from page 1. 
lost to support renovations to the Link pro-
ject (the former Sutton Public School). As 
a result, the 2015 budget requires internal 
borrowing from reserves of $2.8 million.  
Another key project that hit the 2015 
budget hard was the plan to spend $5 mil-
lion over the next 10 years to address the 
impact of the Emerald Ash Borer on ash 
trees sitting on municipal property. Coun-
cil approved the spending of $250,000 this 
year (close to $200,000 was spent in 2014) 
to inventory, remove and replace 178 ash 
trees affected by the insect. An initial in-
ventory report suggests there are approxi-
mately 3,202 ash trees on Town property 
that will require remediation within the 
next 10 years. 
Council also approved an expenditure of 
$300,000 to upgrade facilities at the Civic 
Centre. These reserve funds will be added 
to an additional $155,000 which staff will 
spend to support a new customer service 
program, a functional analysis of space 
requirements and a site planning study for 
the Civic Centre.   
“The evaluation may include stakeholder 
involvement, staff meetings, council pres-
entation, and opportunities to accommo-

date the Civic Centre on 
the site of the proposed 
multi-use recreation cen-
tre,” the budget states.  
Town Treasurer Rebecca 
Mathewson said once the 
increase (which was calcu-
lated at 4.3 per cent at the 
end of the budget negotia-
tions) was combined with 
the zero increase in 2014 
“it is a little over two per 
cent per year so this is 
certainly not an unrealistic 
number in my eyes.”  
A short survey of taxpay-
ers, however, suggests that 
Ms. Mathewson’s attempt 
to justify a 4.3 per cent 
increase by amortizing it 
over two years does not sit 
well with them.  
They viewed the 2015 proposed increase 
as well beyond the level of inflation and 
felt the zero per cent increase in 2014 was 
well deserved and justified.   
Councillor Wheeler and Mayor Quirk at-
tended the Regional budget negotiations 
the day after Georgina’s wrapped up and in 

a discussion with Mayor Quirk, she said 
the Region was able to make some cuts to 
its draft budget. As a result, this would 
have a direct positive impact on the 
blended tax rate Georgina would adopt on 
February 26.  
“It should be just below four per cent,” she 
said.  

Distribution of tax dollars among various Town of Geor-
gina departments.  
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What to do with the Parish Hall  
There are decisions that needs to be 
made about the 175 year old building 
that sits on River Street in Sutton known 
as St. James Parish Hall.  
Built in 1840 as a school house, over the 
years it has served the residents of Sut-
ton as a town hall, a church and, more 
recently, as a community hub under the 
ownership and  management of the Par-
ish of Georgina which includes St. 
James Anglican Church and St. George 
Anglican Church.  
In 2012 the deterioration and its failure 
to meet safety codes resulted in the 
building being closed and deemed un-
safe.   
Its historical significance as one of the 
oldest heritage buildings in Sutton has 
put the building into a state of flux as the 
church and the Heritage Committee for 
the Town of Georgina decide what 
should be done.  
A variety of options have been discussed 
and include: conduct the necessary re-
pairs to bring the building up to code so 
it can continue to be used as a meeting 
place; demolish the building and sell the 

property; donate and move the building 
to the Georgina Pioneer Village; or leave 
the building ’in situ” and designate it as 
a Heritage building and rehabilitate it.  
Each of those options requires hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in funding and 
the question of ownership would need to 
be resolved in each case. The Parish of 
Georgina has stated that the associated 
cost for rehabilitation is well beyond its 
means.  
At a Heritage Committee meeting last 
year, representatives of the Parish of 
Georgina and committee members met 
to discuss the options. They agreed the 
building has architectural and historical 
significance and should be saved. As a 
result, it was decided to prepare the nec-
essary research and documentation in 
order to meet the Heritage designation 
criteria. That work has been completed 
and is currently before the Heritage 
Committee awaiting a decision.  
However, the question of the financial 
implications is suspended in indeci-
sion—who should pay?  
 



On Saturday, February 14, De 
La Salle Hall on Lake Drive in 
Jackson’s Point was alive with 
hands-on exhibits demonstrat-
ing a vision the Ontario Water 
Centre has for the former 
Reed/Sedore farm on Lake Dr. 
The lakefront property was 
purchased by the Town of 
Georgina for $3 million in 
2012/2013 and the Ontario 
Water Centre has asked the 
Town to lease a portion of the 
farm to them so they can bring 
their educational farming pro-
ject to life. (The Ontario Water 
Centre recently merged with 
the Ladies of the Lake.) 
The project, known as the 
ClearWater Farm, is intended 
to demonstrate new ideas 
around farming, food and wise 
water management.  
Visitors attending the Splash 
into Spring event were invited 
to explore these ideas through 
hands-on demonstrations such 
as small plot intensive farming 
(bottom photo), water testing 
(centre photo) and career upcy-
cling—an interactive display 
designed to encourage youth to 
imagine new forms of work as 
they reworked discarded items 
into new products (top photo).  
The Town is expected to re-
view a business plan (prior to 
signing a lease agreement) 
which demonstrates the sus-
tainability of the ClearWater 
Farm and the economic impact 
its proponents believe can be 
delivered to Georgina.  
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SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
  

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

  

Brent Shaw  

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

NOW IN  
STOCK! 

ClearWater Farm makes a splash 



  11 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

Fire Chief Steve Richard-
son and Georgina Mayor 
Margaret Quirk pose for a 
photo upon the announce-
ment of Chief Richard-
son’s retirement from the 
Georgina Fire Depart-
ment.  
Chief Richardson began 
his career 33 years ago in 
the Township of Vespra 
and started in Georgina in 
2006 before he took over 
the helm of the department 
in 2013 when former Chief 
Bill O’Neill retired.  
"I have had a great jour-
ney being able to do what 
I love with people I enjoy. 
Every day in the Fire Ser-
vice is a different one from 
the day before and I have 
been able to do that along-
side many talented indi-
viduals. I have also had 
the privilege of meeting 
and working with so many 
wonderful Georgina resi-
dents. It's been very re-
warding," said Chief 
Richardson. He will retire 
in May.  

The annual Vintage Sled Show on February 14 at 
the Orchard Beach Grill in Keswick attracted a 
number of classic machines not the least of which 
was a 1964 ski-doo.  

Tammi Roberts and her Touch of Blue Band helped 
patrons at the Wild Wing in Pefferlaw celebrate 
Valentine’s Day in an afternoon set.   

(Photo right) Volunteer and full time Georgina 
firefighters participated in an annual ice rescue 
training session at a holding pond at the ROC 
on Saturday, February 21. The crew, outfitted 
with waterproof suits, were training to use a 
rapid deployment craft (RDC) in the event of an 
ice rescue on Lake Simcoe.  



Yorkworks will host their 
2nd Annual Spring and 
Summer Job Fair at the 
Georgina Ice Palace from 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm on 
Wednesday, February 25. 
Bring your resume and 
meet and greet employers 
from across town. For more 
information call (905) 722-
1480,  
 

Come on out to Loretto 
Maryholme in Roches 
Point for five Wednesdays 
beginning Feb. 25 through 
to March 25 from 6:00 to 
8:00 pm for spiritual re-
newal through the practice 
of prayer, fasting and alms-
giving.  
 
The Pefferlaw Association 
of Ratepayers is inviting 
everyone to come out and 
help them raise some 
money for the Pefferlaw 
Picnic this summer. PAR is 
hosting an all-you-can- eat 
Spaghetti Dinner on Sat. 
Feb. 28 at 5:30 pm at the 
Pefferlaw Lions Commu-
nity Centre. Kids’ games, 
silent auction and music. 
So don’t bother making 
dinner on Feb. 28, come on 
out and support the cause. 
Call (705) 437-2945.  
 

Cedardale Church in Pef-
ferlaw invites you out to 
their Free Community Din-
ner on Wed. March 4 at 
6:00 pm.  
 

On March 7 from 11:00 am 
to 1:00 pm be at the Geor-
gina Pioneer Village for a 
snowshoeing adventure 
called “Snowshoe Starters 
& Warm Apple Cider”. (7+ 
years). For registration in-
formation call the Town’s 
recreation department at 
(905) 476-4301.  
 

The Wilfrid Hall Board 
wants to raise some money 
by hosting a St. Patty’s Day 
celebration on Sat. March 
14 at 7:00 pm. The evening 
will feature the musical 
ensemble the Irish Volun-
teers. Tickets $10 in ad-
vance. $12 at the door. Call 
Edie at (705) 437-4845 or 
Faye at (705) 437-1467. 
Tickets also available at the 
Interesting Music Shoppe.  
 

Hey Kids!! Get those crea-
tive juices flowing and 
sign up to enter your own 
cardboard toboggan for the 
ROC’s 3rd Annual Card-
board Toboggan Races on 
Thurs. March 19. Check in 
at 12:30 and the races start 
at 1:30 pm. All ages wel-
come and a maximum of 
three races to a sled.  Call 
(905) 476-4301 ext. 2354 
for more information.  
 

St. Andrew’s United 
Church in Beaverton is 
hosting their Annual Pork 
Roast Dinner on Sat. 
March 21 at 6:00 pm. 
Adults $20, children 5-13 

$5. Call (705) 426-7101. 
 

The Sutton Kinettes want 
you to check your closets 
for lightly used formal 
wear for their Prom and 
Graduation Clothing Sale 
on Sunday, March 22. To 
donate contact Ms. Holt at 
(289) 231-9855. Cost of 
outfit and accessories dur-
ing sale is $25. 
 

Monday, March 23 at 6:00 
pm is Music Bingo Night 
at Boston Pizza in support 
of Hospice Georgina.  
 

Al-Anon meetings are 
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 
11:00 am at the Virginia 
United Church. For infor-
mation contact Elaine at 
(905) 596-0655.  
 

The Quilting and Needle-
work Club meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at 
Knox United Church in 
Sutton at 7:00 pm. Guest 
speakers, demonstrations, 
workshops etc. Call Deb-
orah King at (905) 722-
9256 for more information.  
 

The Pefferlaw Craft Club 
meets every Wednesday 
from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the 
Pefferlaw Lions Hall in the 
Seniors’ Room. Everyone 
is welcome to enjoy fun, 
laughs, crafts, knitting, 
crochet or just an afternoon 
out of the house.  
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

 Life Insurance 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE  
Custom cuts upon request. Free local  
delivery. Call (905) 722-4659.  
 

FOR SALE OR SEASONAL RENT 
April to October with shed. Fully furnished, 1 
bedroom, 2-bath mobile home. Green Acres, 
Pefferlaw. Hwy. 48. Call (905) 476-2399.  
  

FOR RENT-LEASE 
A large one room, first level, studio apt. c/w 
kitchen on the main street of Sunderland. 
Good shopping, stores etc. Stove, fridge 
incl. $678. hydro is extra. First & last and 
references. Call (905) 476-2399.  

Classified Ads 


