
Georgina Council says it needs an addi-
tional 4.5 per cent ($2 million) in tax dol-
lars to run the town in 2017. But when this 
rate is blended with York Region’s in-
crease and the needs of the York Region 
District School Board, the blended tax rate 
impact for property owners in Georgina 
will be approximately $126.00 for a home 
valued at $327,140, said Rebecca 
Mathewson, Treasurer for Georgina.  
Staff and council spent three days negotiat-
ing the town’s financial needs for 2017 and 
were able to reduce the proposed increase 
in town capital and operating costs from 
4.8 per cent to 4.5 per cent. 
During the negotiations, CAO Winanne 
Grant told council members that the $36.7 
million needed in operating expenses was 
a reflection of staff’s ability to accurately 
hit their operating expenditures target year 
after year with less than one per cent de-
viation.  
“Every line in the operating budget de-
serves a deep dive. My philosophy is that 
the deep dive in those operating lines is the 
responsibility of your management team,” 
she said, adding, “So we caution you 
against changing that overall bottom oper-
ating budget line figure.” 
However, council moved to delete a total 
of $30,000 in consultant fees from opera-
tions in three departments and chose not to 
hire an Economic Development Marketing 

and Advertising co-ordinator for 
$78,200.00.  
Staff recommendations to hire a Business 
Systems Analyst for $102,800 and various 
additional staff hours and temporary hires 
were approved.  
Ultimately, much of the three-day budget 
negotiations dealt with how to remove 
various tax levy funded projects from the 
capital budget. But, in the end, the capital 
budget was increased from $14.6 million 

 to $15.2 million.  
Here is a look at some of those projects:  
 $1.7 million for road maintenance and 

repair—the reconstruction of Smith 
Blvd., Duclos Point Rd. and others char-
acterized as “broken roads” were vigor-
ously debated; however, the decision 
was made to defer the work beyond 
2017.  

 $851,700 in equipment purchases for  
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GEORGINA BUDGETS  
SINCE 2012 

   2012       2013       2014       2015       2016      2017 

        Former Council                          Current Council 

 +4.36%      +1.96%    +2.46%   +7.6%      +6.13%    +5.49% 

Increase year over year in tax levy 
supported expenditures (without  
assessment growth) 



More than a dozen staff personnel 
and six council members sat for 
three days to decide how they 
could reduce Georgina’s proposed 
tax increase of 4.8 per cent.  
Twenty-five hours later, they ap-
proved a 4.5 per cent increase in 
Georgina’s tax levy—that means 
they were able to shave $150,000 
from a $38.7 million dollar net tax 
levy budget in three days.  
WOW!  
The cost of staff alone to be pre-
sent for those three days had to be 
close to $50,000.00.  
But in the end, almost everything 
they had asked for was approved.  
Beyond this inability to make any 
real progress to reduce the tax 
levy, I have a couple of observa-
tions which stick in my craw.  
It was decided to spend $2 million 
to hire a consultant to generate a 
design for the $30 million Multi-
Use Recreation Complex (MURC) 
in south Keswick. 
The MURC could be the right idea 
or it could be the wrong idea to 
meet Keswick’s need for a pool. 
But, without a business plan how 
do we know? How can we move 
forward with a design for a $30 
million project without a business 
plan? 
We’ve done this a couple of times 
before...the ROC and the LINK 
both had shovels in the ground 
without a concrete business plan.  
How do we know what the operat-
ing costs will be for the MURC 
without a business plan? How do 
we know what the impact of the 
proposed East Gwillimbury com-
plex will have on the MURC? Or, 
how do we know what the impact 
of the MURC will have on the use 
of our other facilities? What will it 
cost to use the facility and will the 
market bear those costs? During 
the three-day budget negotiations, 
everyone kept talking about a 
“deep dive” and how a “deep 
dive” was done to justify each of 
the expenditures proposed in the 
budget. Well, I think the “deep 
dive” on the MURC was done at 
the shallow end of the pool. More 
work needs to be done before we 
go ahead and spend $2 million on 
a design. 
Don’t get me wrong...I am not 
against a new facility in south 
Keswick, I just want to know we 
have done our due diligence so we 

won’t be faced with any huge sur-
prises going forward.  KW 

I am quite troubled by a Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF) decision to charge $10.75 
for parking during the charity 
“Perchin’ for MS” ice fishing tour-
nament at Sibbald’s Point Provin-
cial Park on March 5. Every year 
for the past six years, organizer 
Doug Poirier has paid an event fee 
for the use of the park. Over the 
years he has raised in excess of 
$140,000 for MS research and has 
attracted 500 anglers annually to 
the park.  
Tournament participants and vol-
unteers have never had to pay for 
parking. And, let’s face it—
without the Perchin’ for MS event, 
there wouldn’t be many vehicles 
in the park on March 5 to collect 
money from anyway.  
What I see here is the MNRF’s 
greedy hand reaching out and 
cashing in on someone else’s suc-
cess. Why is it whenever someone 
tries to do something to help their 
fellow man, some government at 
some level wants its pound of 
flesh? Karen Wolfe, Editor.  
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Continued from page 1.      
    public works, parks depart- 
    ment 
 $800,800 in new equipment 

purchases for the fire depart-
ment 

 $880,000 in long term debt to 
finish phase 2 and 3 at the 
LINK 

 $240,000 to design a future 
new $3 million fire station in 
Pefferlaw 

 $150,000 to renovate the 
Civic Centre for a customer 
service hub 

 $325,000 in new equipment 
for the Civic Centre adminis-
trative function 

 $2 million to design the Multi
-Use Recreation Centre in 
south Keswick 

 $112,000 to go ahead with the 
Maskinonge River bridge 

 $100,000 to generate a street-
scape design for key down-
town areas 

 $894,640 for ash tree inven-
tory, removal and replace-
ment 

 $246,000 to replace roofs at 
GTTI, Stephen Leacock 
Theatre and De La Salle 

 $110,780 for the Georgina 
Chamber of Commerce 

 $110,000 for the Georgina 
Arts Centre and Gallery 

 $55,000 for Routes 
 $50,000 for Georgina Trades 

Training Inc.  
 $24,000 for the Georgina 

Military Museum  
For users of the town’s water 
and sewer services, there is no 
end in sight as annual increases 

climb into double digit territory. 
As reported in the January 10 
issue, a quarterly water and 
sewer bill of $275.17 in 2016 
will now cost customers $296.96 
in 2017. This represents an in-
crease of 10.1 per cent for water 
and a six per cent increase for 
sewers.  
Georgina’s new budget account-
ant Rob Wheater gave council a 
detailed look at the current fi-
nancial performance of various 
town-owned facilities and meas-
ured the likely capital invest-
ment each one would need 
throughout its life expectancy. 
His spreadsheets also provided a 
look at the level of subsidy the 
town must provide to keep the 
facilities open. 
The LINK did not meet its reve-
nue goals for 2016—$52,322 of 
a budgeted $194,160 was gener-
ated in revenues—which re-
sulted in a tax supported subsidy 
of $368,444.80 once all ex-
penses were factored in. Like-
wise, the ROC also fell short of 
its revenue targets last year re-
quiring a subsidy of 
$717,854.36—this, however, 
was less than the budgeted loss 
of $807,520 as fewer costs were 
incurred. 
This year the ROC is budgeted 
to generate $467,850 in revenues 
against $1.31 million in expendi-
tures for a total loss of 
$847,450.00.  
In 2017, the LINK is expected to 
generate $157,000 in revenues 
and $494,070 in expenses leav-
ing tax payers to pick up the tab 
for the balance of $347,070.00.  

Council adopts 2017 budget  
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Two new candidates enter race  

Q. What do you believe is the 
number one issue facing Ward 1 
residents today? 
A. Having been a resident of 
Georgina since 2005, I understand 
that limited local employment 
growth in recent years has af-
fected Ward 1 residents deeply. 
My strength in being able to take 
action on a day to day basis with-
out losing the long term planning 
vision, will set Georgina up to be 
ready for the estimated triple in 
local employment growth and 
double in population. 
Q.  If elected, what would you do 
to help address this issue? 
A. In order to help grow business 
opportunities, I am prepared to 
aid with the next steps towards 
making the Keswick Business 
Park Plan a reality and I will also 
work to support the expansion of 
the Town’s existing key busi-
nesses by pursuing business de-
velopment opportunities. We 
know about 73% of the busi-
nesses located within Georgina, 
are owner operated, without em-
ployees. Our potential is to grow! 
I am preparing to hit the ground 
running and to collaborate in or-
der to best move these major 
plans forward. 
Q. What other issues do you be-
lieve need to be addressed by 
Georgina council in Ward 1?  
A. Being that this is mid-term, the 
Mayor and Council have tackled 
and positioned many large com-
ponents of the governing plans. 

The next steps towards addressing 
some of our community concerns 
are to: 
1. (Bring my years of Tourism 
and Programming Management to 
the table to help) prepare the 
MURC facility design to be 
shovel ready in 2017 
2. Develop long term mainte-
nance plans for roads and our 
community assets (examples: 
buildings and parks). 
3. (With several relationships in 
place) Advocate for the transfer 
of current social support structure 
to a higher tier of government. 
4. Uphold our debt ratio below 
the national average for a sustain-
able future (- thereby lessening 
the burden on future taxpayers) 
5. Recommend partnerships with 
Associations for lake access 
(including parking) for both resi-
dents and recreation tourists. 
(This would include working with 
associations to create seasonal 
memberships which will aid in 
income generation and will sup-
port EDC and Tourism Plan ob-
jectives) 
6. Engage with constituents to 
provide more clarity about the 
Official Plans, such as what stage 
we are at and what to expect next. 
Q. What is your strategy to at-
tract new businesses and indus-
try to Ward 1 to improve employ-
ment opportunities and reduce 
Georgina's dependency on the 
residential tax base?   
A. The Keswick Business Park 
(KBP) is ready to move forward 
to the stage of investment attrac-
tion strategy. I will work to help 
prepare and boost our investment 
readiness, to target new business 
ventures and to support long 
standing businesses through creat-
ing the next steps to building a 
Small Business Accelerator. At 
the same time, I will work to en-
hance and diversify our Tourism 
opportunities, leverage the eco-
nomic impact of our rich agricul-
ture, and provide advice on land 
use policy changes. 
Q. Why have you decided to run 
for the position of Ward 1 coun-
cillor? 
A. I decided to run for Council 
years ago, and now just felt right. 
I want to see the thoughtful and 

Charlene Biggerstaff Is 42, 
married and living in Ward 1.  
She is a local business owner. 
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all citizens, including persons with 
disabilities and seniors who are 
such an important part of our di-
versity; Traffic is piling up on our 
streets and new creative solutions 
are needed for chronic street park-
ing problems rather than ticketing 
citizens; We urgently need youth 
centres in Georgina offering af-
fordable daytime and nighttime 
programming and activities to 
help keep our older children and 
young adults actively involved in 
the community. We can’t wait for 
the long range MURC for youth 
centres, although they need to be a 
key feature in the complex. By the 
way, I do support building the 
complex in Ward 1 to nicely book 
end Georgina in both the south 
and north ends with the ROC in 
the center for recreation options. 
This will spread out the traffic 
flow, create community activity 
areas and give citizens a choice. 
These are just a few of the issues 
being discussed and will be good 
for ALL Georgina. 
Q. What is your strategy to attract 
new businesses and industry to 
Ward 1 to improve employment 
opportunities and reduce Geor-
gina's dependency on the resi-
dential tax base?   
Push for more action on the Stra-
tegic Economic Development Plan 
for example, by working with the 
Keswick Business Park (KBP) to 
populate it with light industry and 
commercial businesses. We need 
to be working with providers to 
have internet and high speed inter-
net services available for business 
growth.  Advertising the many 
incentives that make Georgina a 
place for the future to grow using 
traditional and social media must 
continue. With more money com-
ing in from new and expanded 
established business sources, this 
will lessen the burden of we home 
owners. Then, keeping an eye on 
where our tax dollars are being 
spent and not being spent and vot-
ing accordingly at budget time. 
As the chamber of commerce, 
BIAs, local businesses and part-
ners, the voters, staff and Council 
have already had input into the 
proposed Town of Georgina eco-
nomic development strategy and 
action plan that was completed in 
2016, we need to get even busier. 
We are on the cusp of change and 

now, 404 extension and planned 
east west link, and is the time to 
push for action.  KEEP the action 
plan to the forefront and give 
the the Economic Development 
and Tourism Office for the town 
more support for their mandate to 
provide fertile ground for busi-
ness; Making sure to tell, tell, tell 
Georgina what the Council and 
staff are doing for their tax dol-
lars. I’m sure someone out there 
has great ideas, so let’s continue to 
hear from Georgina.   
Q. Why have you decided to run 
for the position of Ward 1 coun-
cillor? 
A. In my private life and profes-
sional career, my passion for 
helping people, finding solutions 
and making them work has been 
rewarding.  I have spent many 
years working with charities, 
private businesses and large fed-
eral organizations where I 
learned to work with small budg-
ets, red tape and big policy to 
deliver services.  This is great 
experience that I can bring to the 
table. Being a volunteer in Geor-
gina on the Accessibility Advi-
sory Committee, working to help 
an employment initiative for per-
sons with disabilities in the area, 
and volunteering with various 
local charities and camps has 
given me a good view of the 
needs of Georgina and how 
Council and local businesses 
work. 
Q. What do you believe is your 
most valuable attribute--the one 
that will benefit Ward 1 voters 
most during council meetings? 
A. My career as an analyst gives 
me lots of experience with pro-
ject management.  Having goals, 
gathering a lot of data, under-
standing it, being prepared and 
providing answers to get the job 
done for the boss is a natural fit 
for me. The Ward 1 voters will 
be the boss, and I will do this for 
them. Also, I am an optimist, 
which means that I always try 
to find good, practical solutions 
against the odds with collabora-
tion and cooperation. I get the job 
done and have always had an 
‘open door policy’.  I always 
speak up and articulate issues so 
be assured that Ward 1 interests 
will be at the Council table. 

hard-won plans of past council 
come to fruition in this commu-
nity.  I believe that a community 
is a relationship, one which I 
have devoted many years to. It 
exists by virtue of those who 
have committed to living, work-
ing, and fostering a future for 
Georgina--together. I believe 
that community matters. 
Q. What do you believe is your 
most valuable attribute--the one 
that will benefit Ward 1 voters 
most during council meetings? 
A. The common thread through-
out my career is that I have 
taken on dynamic roles in newly 
created or expanding businesses 
with leadership and success. 
Each position has tested and 
refined my ability to make 
meaningful decisions, create 
policies and procedures, and 
implement new strategies, 
whether for multimillion dollar 
or with not-for-profit budgets. I 
have consistently used my abili-
ties to generate success for 
stakeholders, gained experience 
from team collaborations, and 
upheld the organizational goals, 
whether they be growth for the 
“bottom line” or conservation of 
natural habitats. 

Q. What do you believe is the 
number one issue facing Ward 
1 residents today? 
A. Well, there are a lot of issues 
concerning my neighbours in 
Ward 1 which affect all of Geor-
gina as well. . The expense of 
daily living. Everyone is feeling 
pinched by spending too much 
money on taxes, recreation/
sports activities for our kids and 
it’s a trial to live within our 
means.  We expect the local 
government to keep costs down, 
while keeping the show running 

and offering more affordable 
services.  We are at a point of 
change in Georgina and ratepay-
ers want to know that Council is 
making plans for the future to be 
proactive not reactive. It’s cost-
ing us more to live in Georgina. 
Tightening the budget, address-
ing large ticket items in a timely, 
creative and cost effective man-
ner to make our tax dollars 
count, focusing on reducing ex-
penditures and attracting new 
businesses to expand the tax 
base will help address taxation 
costs. 
Q. If elected, what would you do 
to help address this issue? 
A. Show my persistence in 
pressing for changing the tax 
base reliance on the residential 
levy and look for attracting new 
commercial and industrial busi-
nesses into Georgina to spread 
the tax joy. Georgina is a super 
town to live in, now we need to 
make it a destination town to 
work in!!. Over 15,000 people 
leave Georgina to work else-
where with just over an 8.4% 
unemployment rate. That is a 
large available workforce to be 
able to work in town. Boosting 
the Town’s 2016 economic strat-
egy plan into action and using a 
small business accelerator pro-
gram to make Georgina a desti-
nation town for expanding exist-
ing businesses or attracting new 
businesses will provide more 
work and tax dollars. New busi-
nesses could be readily located 
in the Keswick Business Park 
east of Woodbine. That ex-
panded tax base away from the 
residential base will go a long 
way to help reduce the stress on 
Georgina citizens. Having more 
people working here will keep 
more dollars in town, be good 
for the environment and reduce 
traffic woes too. This would 
mean a changed transit plan for 
access to new business areas. 
Q. What other issues do you 
believe need to be addressed by 
Georgina council in Ward 1?  
A. Creating well lit, safe zones 
for parks to make public spaces 
safer for use after work hours so 
that commuters may enjoy Geor-
gina to its fullest, too; Making 
municipal spaces and recreation 
more accessible and usable for 

Cindy Clarke is married and 
resides in Ward 1 where she 
enjoys early retirement.   
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Region to dedicate accessibility trail 
to memory of Danny Wheeler 

Ian Buchanan, the Manager of 
Natural Heritage and Forestry 
for York Region, is spearhead-
ing an idea to construct an ac-
cessibility trail somewhere in 
Georgina to commemorate the 
memory of long-time Regional 
Councillor Danny Wheeler.  
Mr. Wheeler, who passed away 
last November, was an active 
member of the York Region 
Accessibility Advisory Com-
mittee and was instrumental in 
convincing the Region to open 
an accessibility trail in their 
Hollidge York Regional Forest 
tract in 2010.  
According to Mr. Buchanan, 
the committee has asked him to 
investigate possible forestry 
tracts or other suitable sites in 
the Georgina area where an 
accessibility trail in Mr. 
Wheeler’s name would be fea-
sible.  

“The Committee wanted to pay 
tribute to Danny by naming a 
future trail after him,” Mr. Bu-
chanan said.  
Mr. Buchanan will meet with 
Georgina’s recreation staff this 
week to look at various sites to 
determine their suitability for 
the trail.  
He said although the project is 
in the early stages, he is hoping 
to find the preferred site, pre-
pare the detailed design and 
open the trail sometime in the 
spring of 2018.  
“Danny was a champion of our 
forests and having something 
in his backyard would be very 
appropriate for his legacy,” Mr. 
Buchanan said.  
At a recent Georgina council 
meeting, Mayor Margaret 
Quirk said the town is also 
considering a legacy project in 
memory of Mr. Wheeler.  



7 

   

etn 

      

dahlne 

citsk 
     

Last Issue: exercise, life, sunshine, 

“I feel heartsick and ashamed” — Elgie 
In a letter to her colleagues at the York 
Region District School Board, Geor-
gina’s school trustee, Nancy Elgie admit-
ted causing pain to members of the com-
munity and hurt to the credibility of the 
board when she “unintentionally” used a 
racial slur when referring to a parent 
from the black community.  
Ms. Elgie, who is in her 80s, has been a 
school trustee for 17 years, and said, “I 
feel heartsick and ashamed to have said 
something so hurtful—even unintention-
ally—and so foreign to the values I have 
live by throughout my entire life.”  
Ms. Elgie was overheard discussing the 
racism complaints voiced by Ms. Char-
line Grant and during the conversation, 
she used the N-word when referring to 
Ms. Grant.  
“On that day in November, still suffering 
from the after-effects of a head injury 
earlier in the fall, I struggled for words as 
I tried to identify Ms. Grant by referring 
to the concerns she and others had 
raised,” Ms. Elgie said. “The words came 
out horribly wrong, in the opposite way 
from what I had intended—as I explained 
immediately to the person with whom I 
was speaking.” 

Ms. Elgie said she wanted to apologize 
and explain but found that she was under 
investigation and was not allowed to 
speak.  
Parents, upset by the use of the racial 
slur, have been pushing for Ms. Elgie’s 
resignation and have ask the board to 
remove her.  
As an elected official, she cannot be re-
moved but could face sanctions if it is 
found she breached the Board’s Code of 
Conduct.  

Nancy Elgie, Georgina school trustee 
for York Region District School Board.  



Georgina resident Sheila 
Rose, her husband and 
daughter are in the process of 
renovating the former 
Mnookmi restaurant at Vir-
ginia Beach and will launch 
an entirely new, lakeside 
dining experience from that 
location called Boondocks 
Eatery in April.  
“The menu isn’t completed 
yet but we will offer casual, 
comfort food,” Ms. Rose 
said. Stay tuned!  
 
Unusual weather patterns for 
February are playing havoc 
with our winter sports and 
outdoor activities.  
The Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority re-
leased a watershed notice on 
Tuesday which suggested 
higher than normal tempera-
tures and precipitation could 
result in higher than normal 
water levels, flows and ice 
break up.  So, be careful.  

Lots of calls still coming in 
from frantic cat owners who 
are missing their favourite 
feline. Oddly enough (or not) 
I received a call from a con-
cerned soul who asked me to 
caution my readers about 
letting their cats and/or small 
dogs out without supervision. 
He claims a number of these 
missing pets have been vic-
tims of prowling coyotes and 
foxes. It is not unusual to see 
either of these predators 
walking in broad daylight in 
populated areas.  
 
Our sincere condolences go 
out to the friends and family 
of Steve Hales of Pefferlaw. 
Steve passed away on Mon-
day, February 6, 2017 at the 
age of 72. In keeping with 
Steve’s wishes, there will be 
a Celebration of Life at the 
Port Bolster Hall on Satur-
day, March 19 from 1:00 to 
4:00 pm. All welcome.  

Tennyson Tidbits 
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Today, the property known as Morning Glory 
“swamp” on the north side of Highway #48 
between Morning Glory Public School and 
Holmes Point Rd. is considered a significant 
environmental natural feature and is protected 
by provincial legislation under the Provincial 
Parks Act. It was designated as the “Duclos 
Point Provincial Nature Reserve” and is one of 
the few wetlands in York Region that still re-
mains in its original natural condition. It is 
home to indigenous flora, birds, wildlife and 
amphibians. Some feel the name should be 
changed to the Morning Glory Nature Reserve 
so its name accurately reflects local common 
usage and its historical significance in the com-
munity.  
Over the years, this wetland has become an 
icon for Pefferlaw and has been a witness to the 
community’s growth and prosperity. But 
among the secrets held close to the bark of long
-gone trees and moss-covered stumps are the 
legends of mystery, tragedy and murder. 
The earliest record of ownership of the Morn-
ing Glory “swamp” area dates back to 1834 
when a weaver named Simon Secord and a man 
by the name of George Playter were the regis-
tered owners of Lot 17 and 18. A circa 1880 
map shows that D. Brooks owned Lots 20 and 
21 of Concession 7 in the Township of Geor-
gina and Lots 18 and 19 were owned by 
Charles Laviolette. 
It is believed that the swamp got its name from 
the wild morning glories that grew there and it 
is said that early settlers referred to it as 
“Georgina’s Sinking Fund.” 
By the 1850s and 1860s, a small community 
had grown up along the swamp which included 
an early tile and brick yard, a church, a small 
store and an inn. 
The Morning Glory Tavern, located on prop-
erty where Morning Glory Public School now 
sits, was a popular spot for stage coach travel-
ers and it was a depot for the mail coach as it 
traveled from Sutton to Beaverton through Pef-
ferlaw. 
Oftentimes, the political leaders of the day held 
council meetings at the tavern before it burned 
down in the 1880s. 
A mysterious legend of note involves an inn-
keeper and the disappearance of his wife. It is 
believed that the innkeeper, upon discovering 
his wife in the arms of her lover, shot them 
both and buried their bodies nearby. 
In 1954, when excavation work began for 
Morning Glory Public School, human remains 
were discovered on the property and refueled 
earlier speculation among locals that the inn-
keeper’s wife had met a violent end for her 
indiscretion. The rumours have never been 
substantiated. 
While the incidence of crime in old Georgina 
was relatively low in the 1850s, the first murder 
on record took place in Morning Glory swamp 
in 1858. 

The Ramsey and 
Miller Lumber 

Company was located on property east of the 
Pefferlaw River and north of Highway #48. 
Two men in their employ, Hugh Kelly and John 
O’Leary, became involved in a bitter dispute 
over a law suit. Based on police records of the 
day, Mr. Kelly gave evidence against Mr. 
O’Leary which led to a judgment against him. 
In retaliation, Mr. O’Leary purchased a butcher 
knife from the Robert 
Johnston store in Pef-
ferlaw and stabbed Mr. 
Kelly to death in the 
Morning Glory 
swamp. 
Mr. O’Leary was tried 
and convicted of the 
crime and was hanged 
on March 4, 1859. Mr. 
Kelly’s body was bur-
ied at St. Anthony’s 
Cemetery in Virginia 
and for many years, a 
stake and pile of 
stones on Highway 
#48 marked the spot of 
the murder. 
In the early days, 
Morning Glory 
“swamp” was culti-
vated for its timber. 
Crews, using teams of 
horses, would haul 
trees out of the swamp 
to a nearby rollaway 
(Jackson’s Rollaway) 
near the bridge on 
Hwy. #48 to send the 
logs out into Lake 
Simcoe. One local 
story of swamp lore 
describes the loss of a 

team of horses in the swamp when they became 
mired in “quicksand” albeit it was in all likeli-
hod a deep bog or quagmire. 
The dark and foreboding reputation of yore 
often associated with Morning Glory “swamp” 
has since been replaced by an appreciation for 
its natural beauty and plant and wildlife. Now, 
as a designated provincial park, its land use is 
open to hikers, cross country skiers and nature 
enthusiasts.  

Shroud of secrets and mystery hidden in swamp 
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Hannah Peters, 8, takes 
careful aim as she lines up 
her sights to release an elas-
tic “bullet” and knock down 
two pop cans so she can col-
lect a prize.  
This was only one of many 
games and activities avail-
able at SNOfest on Saturday, 
February 4.  Visitors feasted 
on free refreshments and 
food sponsored by the town, 
service clubs and community 
groups.  

MP Peter Van Loan stopped by with his 
son John to compete in a rebound game. 
Even though Mr. Van Loan scored big 
with this shot, I think John was pro-
claimed the winner.  

Emma Dyck, 9, and her family travelled 
all the way from Belleville to attend Snof-
est and take a ride on a pony.   

Phil Rose Donahoe (left) and Melissa Matt (right) demonstrate how to make maple 
taffy when hot maple syrup is poured on snow after it has reached the desired tem-
perature. The booth, sponsored by the Georgina Historical Society, has become a time 
honoured and popular exhibit with Snofest visitors as they line up to taste the sweet 
treat.  
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Club 55 in Keswick held a Volunteer Appreciation luncheon on Sat. January 28 to rec-
ognize those individuals who contribute their time and effort toward the success of the 
Club’s programs and special events which focus on enhancing the lives of seniors within 
Georgina. Congratulations to you all!  

As crews clear away the debris and ruined 
equipment after a large loss fire at York 
Region Equipment Rentals and Lucky’s 
Convenience Store on the Queensway in 
Keswick, the insurance companies con-
tinue to tally up the losses and help in the 
demolition.  

The fire, which started in a storage area of 
York Region Equipment Rentals, was 
called in at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, Janu-
ary 26 after employees were unable to pre-
vent it from spreading with fire extinguish-
ers.  
According Georgina’s Fire Chief Ron   

Jenkins, all three Georgina stations and 
one from East Gwillimbury responded to 
the call and one truck was on site within 
four minutes. “But the fire was already 
burning through the roof,” he said. 
Firefighters were supported by York Re-
gion Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
York Region Spills Response team and 
York Regional Police.  
Chief Jenkins said it took several hours to 
bring the blaze under control and crews 
worked until 1:30 Friday morning to en-
sure all hot spots were extinguished.  
Although an estimate of the damage has 
not been finalized, Chief Jenkins said “the 
loss will be in the millions of dollars.”  
No injuries were reported although one 
firefighter suffered exhaustion.  
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

279 

50s & 60s Dinner & Dance at Club 55 in 
Keswick on Fri. Feb. 10. Happy hour from 
6:00 to 7:00 pm. Dinner at 7:00. $15.00. 
 

You are invited to Georgina’s First Valen-
tine Venue hosted by Peaceful Hearts Geor-
gina Foundation in support of special needs 
programming. The event, to be held at the 
Link on Sun. Feb 12 from 11:30 am to 3:00 
pm, features live music, kids’ fun, vendors 
and more. 
 

Bring your sweetheart to the Georgina Lei-
sure Pool on Tues. Feb. 14 for the Valen-
tine’s Day Sweetheart Swim from 6:45 to 
8:15 pm.  
 

Hospice Georgina is inviting you to sign up 
for its Hospice Georgina Bonspiel at the 
Sutton Curling Club to be held on Sat. Feb 
18. Call (905)722-9333 to register.  
 

Register for two fun hours of painting at a 
Paint Event at Trinity United Church in 
Cannington on Sat. Feb. 18 from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm.  
 

The Lake Simcoe Championship Ice Fish-
ing Derby sponsored by Canadian Tire Kes-
wick will set off from Rayners Park on 
Lake Drive on Sun. Feb. 19. Register at: 
www.icefishinglakesimcoe.com — A huge 
$50,000 lottery draw will take place at the 
Keswick store at 10:00 am.  
 

The Georgina Arts Centre and Gallery will 
host a monthly luncheon on Tuesday, Feb. 
21 and Mar. 21.  
 

The Georgina Historical Society invites you 
to the General Meeting on Tues. Feb. 21. 
Meet and greet at 6:30 pm—speaker at 
7:00. Location: the Community Room of 
the York Regional Police Station on Base-
line Rd.  
 

Join the Udora Leaskdale Lions Club on 
Fri. Feb. 24 at 5:30 pm for their monthly 
spaghetti dinner at the Udora Hall.  
 

Don’t miss this one! Those Celtic Warriors, 
the MUDMEN, will be performing at the 
Stephen Leacock Theatre on Sat. Feb. 25 at 
8:00 pm. Tickets $27.  
 

You are invited to a Hypnotist Show featur-
ing Buck MacLeod at Egypt Hall on Sat. 
Feb. 25 at 8:00 pm. Tickets only $10 and 
proceeds support community projects. Call 
(905) 596-0667 for tickets. 
 

The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers is 
inviting you to its Spaghetti Dinner on Sat. 
Mar. 4 at the Pefferlaw Lions Community 
Centre. Dinner at 5:30 pm and all proceeds 
will support the free Pefferlaw Family Day 
events to be held this summer. Everyone 
welcome! Call (705) 437-2945 for tickets 
 

The Perchin’ for MS—Fishing for a Cure 

tournament will take place at Sibbald Point 
Provincial Park on Sat. Mar. 4. Register at: 
www.perchinforms.com 
 

Ward 1 residents will get an opportunity to 
hear the platforms of nine candidates run-
ning in the by-election during a Chamber of 
Commerce/Rogers TV debate to be held at 
the Stephen Leakcock Theatre on Friday, 
March 10 at 7:00 pm.  
 

Club 55 in Keswick invites you to a St. 
Patrick’s Dinner & Dance on Fri. Mar. 17. 
Catered dinner at 7:00. Disc jockey, door 
and spot prices. $15 for members, $20 for 
non members.  
 

You are invited to a two-day guided retreat 
entitled “Finding god in all Things” at Lo-
retto Maryholme Spirituality Centre in 
Roches Point on Fri. March 17 to Sun. 
March 19. Call (905) 476-4013 for details.  
 

If you love to sing, then this event is for 
you! The Voices of Georgina in partnership 
with the Town of Georgina are hosting an-
other Sing! Sing! And Sing Some More! 
event on Sat. April 29 at the Link in Sutton. 
There will be vocal workshops and group 
singing. Registrants can sign up for the full 
day or the afternoon only. Performance will 
be at 4:00 pm. For more information on 
how you can register, call Susan Stewart at 
(905) 716-2565.  


