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Town loses bid to appeal Danbrook ruling
On January 30, a panel of three Ontario
Court of Appeal judges denied the Town of
Georgina an opportunity to appeal a former
court ruling made in favour of Tim Danbrook and closed the file on a three-year
litigation matter that will end up costing
taxpayers over $460,000.00.
On July 8, 2014, Mr. Danbrook was
awarded costs and development charges
repayment when three Superior Court
judges found that the Town of Georgina
had denied him procedural fairness when
they passed a new development charges by
-law in 2011.
As a result, the Town was directed to pay
Mr. Danbrook’s legal costs and repay approximately $73,000 in development fees
to 12 local builders collected during an 18month period after the by-law was passed.
According to Mr. Danbrook, the January
30 decision closes the chapter on the legal
wrangling but it also provides an opportunity for both sides to get together for an
open and meaningful discussion on how to
move forward.
“The development charges by-law is being
looked at again this year and local builders
and lots of record owners want to have a
place at the table,” Mr. Danbrook said. “It
is all we have ever wanted.”
Mr. Danbrook told the Georgina Post that

he and other local builders attended a meeting with Mayor Margaret Quirk, Councillor
Dan Fellini and staff members on February
2 to help improve relations and find a way
to work together moving forward.
In a joint statement, it was agreed that “this
joint meeting sets the stage for public engagement in the upcoming 2015 Development Charges Review. The Town is committed to providing opportunities for inclusivity, ensuring fair representation for all
residents of Georgina.”
At issue is the argument over whether or
not a privately-owned, vacant building lot
(lots of record) should be charged development fees. Prior to the 2011 disputed development charges by-law, these lots had been
excluded. Lot owners supported the premise that the municipality had been collecting taxes on these lots for years without
delivering any services due to the fact that
the lots were vacant.
In a statement released by the Town of
Georgina on January 30, Mayor Margaret
Quirk said, “The Town’s by-law has been
upheld to impose Development Charges
against all lots without exemptions. The
Town can move forward with a fair and
equitable Development Charges by-law
that applies equally to all lot owners.”

Town baffled by
Thane order
Town council and staff were taken
completely by surprise at the January
28 council meeting when they discovered that the Ministry of the Environment had removed a 14-year old order
to clean up the Thane smelter site.
According to Town staff and members
of council, no one at the Town received the July 25, 2014 Director’s
Order to cancel the clean-up and they
want to know why.
“They just washed their hands and
walked away and they don’t tell us why
they walked away and why they washed
their hands,” said Mayor Margaret
Quirk. “They gave no valid reason.”
The order was only discovered when
CAO Winanne Grant requested various
documents from the Ministry of the
Environment to provide a status report
to new council members on the former
Thane smelter located on Warden Ave.
At the February 4 council meeting,
council passed a resolution to seek legal
advice to determine what options may
be available to the Town to have the
clean-up order reinstated.
Council also moved to advise the Lake
Simcoe Region Conservation Authority,
Continued on page 3...
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Town wants budget input—well, here’s mine
Now, before I get into this, I do
want to preface my comments
by saying: the draft budget released by staff at the January 28
council meeting is just that...a
draft. And so, things could
change and let’s hope they do.
But here is what is most troubling to me about that budget.
I attended every live debate during the election and tuned into
every Rogers TV debate. I heard
each and every candidate say,
more than once, that economic
development in Georgina is a
priority issue and one we need to
focus on. And, I am sure staff
has heard this sentiment more
than once or twice as well.
Now, the draft budget document
basically illustrates how much
money will be needed in 2015 so
Georgina can function as a
“complete community”.
But, the economic development
budget put forward does not
include any new initiatives for
2015 and it shows that this department came in almost
$200,000 under their 2014
budget of $624,000.00.
Increased economic development in Georgina is critical. We
keep hearing that our residential
taxes are high because we don’t
have the industrial/business tax
base to offset them. And we also
keep hearing that we need to
generate good paying jobs in
Georgina. We hear this over and
over—from residents, from staff
and members of council.
So, where is the strategy and the
money to get us moving in a
direction that will attract new
business to Georgina?
The 2015 economic development draft budget represents one
-tenth of one per cent of total
Town expenditures. And, the
majority of the $664,000 will be
spent on salaries and operating
costs. The Economic Development budget has also earmarked
close to $100,000 for the Georgina Chamber of Commerce and
$30,000 for the GTTI.
I looked through the line items
listed in this budget and I don’t
see a strategy or program that
speaks to attracting new business.

If economic development is
truly a priority issue, shouldn’t
the marketing budget within the
Economic Development department outweigh every other marketing budget the Town has?
It needs money to create its own
website—a recommendation that
was made in 2008. There should
be money there for glitzy brochures promoting all of the
amenities new businesses are
looking for and showcasing
what Georgina has to offer.
We should know who our target
industry sectors are and market
directly to them by having a
presence at their industry trade
shows and magazine ads in their
industry publications—all with
the necessary human resources
and budget to support this type
of activity.
We need to invest in economic
development so let’s move some
money around from other departments and support the one
issue everyone agrees is our
priority.

Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Thane order surprises and concerns council
MPP Julia Munro and various
municipalities around the lake of
the situation.
“I just want to make it very clear
to the public that when that order
was removed, the previous council was not made aware, we were
not made aware, the Town of
Georgina was not made aware
and the interested members of the
public who sat on the Thane Liaison Committee and the committee that was meant to replace that
committee, was not notified,”
said Ward 1 Councillor Naomi
Davison. “So there was no notification of any interested party and
it needs to be made very clear
that it wasn’t just Georgina council that wasn’t made aware, no
one was made aware.”
In discussions with Dave Fumerton, the author of the July 25,
2014 order, the Georgina Post has
learned that the order was delivered to the owner of the property,
Howard Sniatowski, on July 25.
“But I don’t believe, after searching through my system, that it
was sent to others,” Mr. Fumerton said, adding, as the author of
the order he accepts the responsibility.
Mr. Fumerton explained that the
reason the original order to remove the salt/slag from the site
was revoked was based on a
number of variables that have
occurred since the first order was
issued 14 years ago.
He said over the years, the Ministry continued to extend the deadline requiring the owner to remove the salt/slag and when that
wasn’t done, an extensive review
of Mr. Sniatowski’s financial
position was conducted to reveal

he did not have the resources to
remove the slag. Then, in 2007, a
consultant’s report identified
three remediation options for the
site: a) remove it; b) cover it; and
c) encapsulate it.
“Two of them tell me that you
don’t have to remove it and the
site could be managed,” Mr.
Fumerton said.
In light of that, he explained that
throughout the province, the government had introduced legislation to permit “brown field development” on properties like the
Thane Smelter site.
“And so the government looks at
this from an overall perspective,
and I still have this order that
says remove it. And so, administratively, I have to eliminate that
order. I have to take that off the
books because the consultants we
hired gave us options,” he said.
With the order removed and the
potential to allow “brown field
development” on the site, Mr.
Sniatowski was issued an order to
notify the public of any activity
in that regard which included a
caveat that gives him the right to
negotiate in confidence.
As far as off-site contamination is
concerned, Mr. Fumerton
stressed, “We have no evidence
to indicate there is an off-site
adverse affect and I will say that
forever. And to ensure that continues to be the case the Ministry
requires ongoing monitoring.”
Although the Town will seek
legal advice to identity their options to have the clean-up order
reinstated, Mr. Fumerton said the
owner and Thane are the only
parties eligible for an appeal.
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United Ways expected to merge
If board recommendations to
merge the operations of United
Way York Region and United
Way Toronto are approved, it
will create the largest United
Way entity in the world.
Members of both units will vote
on March 4 to join staff and
financial resources together to
manage a combined budget of
$130 million.
Daniele Zanotti, CEO of United
Way York Region, says the
merger will be a positive step in
helping York Region deliver on
its mandate to support local programming.
“I can honestly stand in front of
any group across the Region and
say how, personally, I believe
this is the right thing to do to
raise more dollars and invest
more dollars locally.”
Currently the United Way York
Region supports 19 agencies in
Georgina which deliver 31 social services and programming
to single parents, abused
women, youth, the elderly, the
physically challenged, the
homeless and new immigrants.
Mr. Zanotti says the merger of
the two geographic units will
allow York Region to leverage
the research and funding
strength of a much larger and
more powerful organization.
“As lean and as efficient as we
are, this will allow us to partner
with the biggest fundraising
machine in North America,” he
says. “And we can’t recreate
that infrastructure on our own.
This allows us to bring that

north and for our agencies, it is
not only more money it is also
access to other pieces and one,
is research.”
Georgina organizations such as
Community Living, the Learning Centre, CHATS, Jericho and
the Georgina Arts Centre depend upon annual funding from
United Way.
Executive Director Grant Peckford for the Learning Centre
supports the idea and says he
believes it will be a very positive move.
“There is the potential that the
funding formula will change but
we won’t know any of that until
the merger happens or doesn’t,”
Mr. Peckford said. “For someone who has worked for service
providers in the Region, I only
see this as a positive thing.”
Mr. Zanotti said discussions
with the Toronto unit focused
around safe guarding three major York Region principles: a)
maintaining local governance;
b) local investments; and c) local presence.
He said Georgina agencies receive $700,000 of York Region’s $9.2 million budget.
“This stabilizes, at a minimum,
our community funding for the
next few years so that we can
continue to give the same, at a
minimum, to our agencies,” he
said.
Members of the two organizations are expected to vote on the
merger on March 4 and, if approved, the new entity will
emerge in July.
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Town recognizes good deeds

Council paused during the
February 4 council meeting to
pay tribute to 14-year old Nelson Mahmoudi (left) who is
credited with saving an elderly
neighbour from serious harm
when he responded to her calls
for help.
On the evening of January 10
with –17 degree temperatures,
Ms. Ann Baker had fallen in
her driveway and was unable

to get up. Mr. Mahmoudi heard
her calls and rushed to her aid.
Upon presenting Mr. Mahmoudi with a town plaque,
Mayor Margaret Quirk
(centre) also recognized Ward
3 Councillor Dave Neeson
(right) for his quick response
to an unconscious snowmobiler
who had fallen from his machine on the ice and was airlifted to hospital by Ornge.
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Novice Blaze team one championship shy of minor-hockey sweep by Josh Wegman
The Georgina Blaze novice AA team made
Georgina Minor Hockey history in late
January when they captured the International Silver Stick title south of the border
in St. Claire Shores, Michigan.
In practically every competition known to
mankind the colour silver has always represented a bittersweet second-place finish –
but for this particular 57-year old tradition,
silver is the colour of champions.
To find the last team based out of Georgina
to bring home an International Silver Stick
title you have to dig through the archives of
this proud hockey community all the way
back to 1994/95 when the Sutton Rangers
won it – six years before Keswick and Sutton amalgamated to form what we know
today as the GMHA.
These talented third-graders steamrolled
through the best-of-the-best in North America by going unbeaten against teams from
Ohio, North Bay, Halton Hills and Guelph
before silencing a hometown Michigan
squad in the finals 3-0.
The team was playing some of the best
hockey of their lives at the right time having gone 17 games unbeaten to finish off an
impressive regular season in which they
tied for first place with a 20-4-6 record.

“We hadn’t lost in three months heading
into the Silver Stick,” said head coach Scott
Ferris, who’s been a part of the coaching
staff for three years with this group. “The
kids had confidence in their own games and
what their capabilities were.”

described as an “outstanding motivator” by
Ferris.
“There are no egos between the five of us,”
explained Ferris. “Yes it says head coach
on the sleeve, but we’re all equals and everyone knows their role and that’s why we
have success. We work very well together.”
Coaches and players alike have raved about
the success of this group coming from a
true team effort day-in and day-out, including their potent 1-2 tandem between the
pipes.
“We play as a team,” said net-minder Kienen Skinner.
“We’ve been working really hard in practices,” added fellow goalie TJ Groves.
The experience gained by these youngsters
in a high-pressure tournament like the SilBlaze forward Cole Davis looks on to
ver Stick should be beneficial on their quest
see the result of a centering pass in acto an OMHA championship.
tion at the Ice Palace against the Mark“Now they know what it takes to win,” said
ham Waxers.
Ferris. “They know the sacrifices that need
to be made.”
Along with Ferris, the team boasts an imFerris and his team made up of 15 eightpressive coaching staff that features an
year olds, will have the honour of travelling
OHL scout for the Owen Sound Attack
to the Hockey Hall of Fame in March
Bryan Denney, a member of the GMHA
where they will get to see their very own
board of directors Brad Quigg, a former
CIS basketball coach in manager Tim Bond names engraved on the Silver Stick for the
first time.
and the team’s trainer Luc Racine who is
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Town unveils 2015 draft budget
There is going to be lots to cut
from in the 2015 draft budget
presented to council on January 28. Staff made it perfectly
clear that the proposed 8.5 per
cent increase in taxes to help
support $52.2 million in expenditures will likely be reduced once council has an
opportunity to establish their
priorities.
The two-day budget negotiations will take place on February 10 and 11 and council will
have to make some tough
calls in the area of new initiatives outlined in the budget.
These new initiatives include
a request for 22 new staff
members totaling approximately $1.3 million. Currently
the Town employs 227 permanent full-time staff and 42
permanent part-time staff in
addition to a number of seasonal employees. In total,
$18.4 million plus $5.26 million in benefits was drawn
from the $32.5 million col-

lected in tax revenues in 2014
for employee compensation.
Additionally, the draft budget
is asking for council to support expenditures of approximately $11.6 million to contract out services and hire
consultants.
Once all is said and done, tax
revenues will be split between
the Town, the Region and the
school board—47 cents, 36
cents and 17 cents respectively.
The major share of what the
town keeps will be directed
toward Operations and Engineering (38%), Fire and
Emergency (19%) , Recreation and Culture (10%), and
Administration (9%).
Between now and when the
2015 budget is adopted on
February 25, staff expects a
number of modifications and
are inviting residents to weigh
in with their comments and
suggestions.
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Thousands turn out to Town’s Annual SnoFest event at the ROC
An estimated 4,000 people enjoyed the spoils of winter at the ROC on Saturday, Feb. 7 during SnoFest,
an annual free event with a tall dose of FUN!
Photos:
(Top Right) Rogers TV personalities Jennifer Anderson and Joe Connors helped the York Regional Police raise $15,000 in support of the Special Olympics
when they and 58 other brave souls took the Polar
Plunge during SnoFest.
(Bottom Right) A popular theme for the kiddies during the event was Captain Underpants. Festival goers were encouraged by Georgina Library personnel
to wear a pair of underpants as a hat in recognition
of the popular literary superhero. Hundreds of kids
can be seen here doing the Captain Underpants pose.

Photos: (Top Left) A blow up mini hockey game was only one of the many
games available for the kiddies.
(Bottom Left) Members of the Georgina Historical Society demonstrate the
pioneer art of taffy making at the Georgina Pioneer Village and hand out
samples to a long line of customers.

 Life Insurance
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Tennyson Tidbits
The Town of Georgina welcomes three new
faces to the Civic Centre. Tanya Thompson,
a former Georgina resident and communications specialist with the City of Barrie, has
joined the staff as the new Manager of
Communications. And, John Espinosa will
take over the reins as the new Town Clerk.
Mr. Espinosa has 10 years of government
experience and is a lawyer. It was also announced that Lynn Laprise has been hired
as the new ROC Supervisor. Welcome all!
The Udora and Leaskdale Lions Club
would like to thank Webdale Water Delivery (705 426-9197) for their ongoing support in flooding the Lions outdoor ice rink
at the Udora Community Centre.

have read “...after years of subsidizing
SSCBB when it was owned by a not-forprofit organization, the Town is almost at
the break even point” and not the “breaking
point” as reported. Sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused.
“Project Linus” is supported by the Pefferlaw Lioness and women who enjoy knitting,
sewing and crocheting blankets for hospitals, seniors’ homes, teen shelters etc. This
group has made over 400 blankets in the
past several years—much of them from
donations of wool. For wool donations
please contact Lioness Elaine Umphrey at
(705) 426-9485 for free pick-up.

Our condolences and sympathies go out to
the friends and family of Bradford Allen
Beasley, who passed away on Friday, February 6 after a courageous battle with cancer. Mr. Beasley, beloved husband of wife
Joanne, devoted father to sons Clifford and
Chad and daughter Amy (James). Son of
Cheers to Mike Young of Pefferlaw who
Alfred and Janette Beasley. Survived by
has retired as the Platoon Chief with the
sisters Bonnie Hammond (Tony), Janice
Richmond Hill Fire Department after 35
Hill (Mark) and brother Alfred. He will be
years. Get those clubs shined up, Mike!
sadly missed by his nieces, nephews, exOoooops! Just wanted to let you know that tended family and his golfing buddies. A
the January 24 report on the Town’s broad- celebration of life will be held at 2:00 pm
band technology had an error in it. It should on Sunday, February 15, 2015 at Eaglewood.

A happy future and best wishes from Mom
and Savannah go out to Nicholas and Ali
Greene who celebrated their first wedding
anniversary on February 1. Cheers to you
both.
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Firefighters “cheque” in with donations to
South Lake and Children’s Wish
(Left) Firefighters gather to
present a donation to Dale
Brusslers from the Children’s
Wish Foundation.
(Below) Corinna Jones
(centre) holds up a cheque for
$3,700 which will help support
breast cancer research at
South Lake Regional Hospital.

Oriented

A hockey game and tee-shirt
sales spear-headed by The Georgina Professional Firefighters
Association has meant the organization has made two cheque presentations in as many weeks. A
cheque for $3,500, funds raised
during the firefighter/Leaf
Alumni hockey game, was issued
to the Children’s Wish Foundation on January 27 and another
donation of $3,700 was presented
to Corinna Jones from South
Lake Hospital on February 5 and
represents the proceeds of “pink”
tee-shirts sold by the firefighters
at various events in Georgina.
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Hurry hard, hurry hard...Sixteen teams from across southern
Ontario met at the Sutton Curling Club on Sat. Jan. 31 for their
Annual Ice Cube Bonspiel. A Newmarket team skipped by Iili
Connors took home the bragging rights as the winner.

(Above) Brenda Dickie (right) serves Alvin Rice (left) a delicious
meal at St. Andrews Church on Jan. 27 when the free Community
Meal program celebrated serving 45,000 meals over the 10 year
program. Mr. Rice and his partner Linda Cooke were two of the
first recipients of the program 10 years ago. The program depends upon food and financial donations and the support of local
area churches and their volunteers.
(Left) Congratulations go
out to the staff
at Allure Hair
Creations in
Keswick for
raising $1,027
for Hospice
Georgina on
Sunday, Feb. 1.
Thirteen customers also
donated their
hair ponytails
to Crystal
Pangman in

support of her efforts to provide hair for the
Angel Hair for Kids program.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Come on out to De La Salle Hall on Sat.
Feb 14 and celebrate a Splash of Spring
with the Ontario Water Centre. Come and
explore what ClearWater at the historic
Reed Farm could be. 11:00 am—2:00 pm.

28 at 5:30 pm at the Pefferlaw Lions Community Centre. Kids games, silent auction
and music. So don’t bother making dinner
on Feb. 28, come on out and support the
cause. Call (705) 437-2945.

The Keswick Vintage Sled Show will be
held on Feb. 14 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
at the Orchard Beach Bar and Grill on Lake
Dr. N. in Keswick.

Hey Kids!! Get those creative juices flowing and sign up to enter your own cardboard toboggan for the ROC’s 3rd Annual
Cardboard Toboggan Races on Thurs.
March 19. Check in at 12:30 and the races
start at 1:30 pm. All ages welcome and a
maximum of three races to a sled. Call
(905) 476-4301 ext. 2354 for more information

The Georgina Historical Society General
Meeting on Tues. Feb. 17 at 7:00 pm will
discuss the contribution of United Empire
Loyalists in shaping the province of Ontario and Canada. York Regional Police
meeting room.
Enjoy a snowshoeing adventure under the
stars at the Georgina Pioneer Village on
Wed. Feb. 18 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.
The 3rd Annual Pond Hockey Tournament
will be held at the ROC Outdoor Rink on
Sat. Feb. 21. Free registration forms available at www.georgina.ca
The Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers is
inviting everyone to come out and help
them raise some money for the Pefferlaw
Picnic this summer. PAR is hosting an all
you can eat Spaghetti Dinner on Sat. Feb.

The Sutton Kinettes want you to check
your closets for lightly used formal wear
for their Prom and Graduation Clothing
Sale on Sunday, March 22. To donate contact Ms. Holt at (289) 231-9855. Cost of
outfit and accessories during sale is $25.
Monday, March 23 at 6:00 pm is Music
Bingo Night at Boston Pizza in support of
Hospice Georgina.
Al-Anon meetings are Tuesdays from 9:30
to 11:00 am at the Virginia United Church.
For information contact Elaine at (905) 596
-0655.

IN MEMORIAM
Larry W Hunter
November 17,1947 January 28, 2008
It doesn't need a special day
To bring you to our mind
For days without a thought of you
Are very hard to find.
Missed by Donna, Laura and
Bernadette
CLASSIFIED AD
FOR SALE OR SEASONAL RENT
April to October with shed. Fully
furnished, 1 bedroom, 2-bath mobile
home. Green Acres, Pefferlaw. Hwy.
48. Call (905) 476-2399.
FOR RENT-LEASE
A large one room, first level, studio
apt. c/w kitchen on the main street
of Sunderland. Good shopping,
stores etc. Stove, fridge incl. $678.
hydro is extra. First & last and references. Call (905) 476-2399.
EUGENE’S FIREWOOD
From $170 to $340 a bush cord.
Free local delivery. (905) 7224659.

