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A cast of over 100 characters partici-
pated as actors and actresses during the 
Walk to Bethlehem staged by the 
Church of the Nazarene on November 
25 and 26.  
The event attracted hundreds of visitors 
who followed a path throughout  the 
Church of the Nazarene Campgrounds 
stopping at 28 different scenes along 
the way to watch as the players re-
enacted their character’s participation 
in the birth of Christ.  
The story was told through scripts and 
props carefully written by Katie Evans 
and  choreographed by Christy Sabiston. 
The live presentation of the Walk to 
Bethlehem has been an ongoing tradi-
tion of the church since 1996 with a 
hiatus of several years before it was 
staged again in 2004.  
(Above right) Local church members 
dressed as the disciples sit around a 
camp fire awaiting the next group of 
guided visitors. 
(Below right) Wardrobe assistant, Ruth 
Pellmann assists a young actor as he 
dresses for his role as a leper. Other 
characters included Roman guards, 
Wise Men, Angels and Shepherds. 

Hundreds attend Walk to Bethlehem It’s W-I-L-F-R-I-D  
not Udora! 

I apologize profusely to Tracy Pelletier 
and the organizers of the WILFRID 
Santa Claus Parade. For some un-
known reason, it was incorrectly re-
ported as Udora in the last issue of the 
Pefferlaw Post.  
And so, to set the record straight, the 
WILFRID Santa Claus Parade takes 
place in WILFRID on Saturday, De-
cember 17 at 1:00 p.m. 
According to Tracy, this is the 10th 
Annual Santa Claus Parade in this 
community and has attracted up to 20 
floats in the past. ( She is still looking 
for float entries.)  
Everyone attending the parade is being 
invited back to the WILFRID Commu-
nity Hall for photos with Santa, hot 
chocolate and cookies.  
 

REMEMBER, IT IS THE 
WILFRID SANTA 

CLAUS PARADE  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 

1:00 P.M. 
 

success 



I’m sure the rest of you have no-
ticed a relatively “new” sign in our 
midst. One day this summer, I 
drove over the bridge in Pefferlaw 
and was met with a new sign 
posted by the bridge identifying the 
Pefferlaw river as the Pefferlaw 
Brook. My immediate reaction was 
one of consternation—and I won-
dered how the Pefferlaw river be-
came the Pefferlaw Brook.  
Over the past few months since the 
sign went up, my reaction pro-
gressed beyond consternation to 
irritation and on to resentment. I 
resent “someone” reducing our 
river to a brook. It marginalizes its 
significance as a body of water and 
it marginalizes its significance to 
our history and our future. I’ve 
looked up the definition of both 
terms in the dictionary and this is 
what I found:  
brook – n. a small, natural fresh-
water stream; creek.  
river – n. a large natural stream of 
water that flows into a lake, ocean, 
etc.  
Now, when I consider whether or 
not the body of water that “flows” 
through Pefferlaw is a brook or a 
river, it seems to me, it fits the 
latter definition better than the 
former. And, never mind the fact 
that the Pefferlaw river was identi-
fied as the “Black River” as far 
back as 1848 in a document laying 
out the plan of the town. This is 
verified by the original document 
that hangs in the Pefferlaw library. 
Prior to that, it was called the Mu-
catoo River.  
It remained the Black River up 
until the municipal government 
offices for the original Township of 
Georgina were moved from Peffer-
law to Sutton in the 1960s. Sutton 
also had a Black River, and the 
Pefferlaw Black River became 
known as the Pefferlaw River. 
I don’t remember if there was any 
discussion around renaming it at 
that time, and I don’t remember 
any discussion about changing its 
designation from a river to a brook. 
But that doesn’t make it O.K. in 
my books.  
This river is part of the fabric of 
this town. It is the reason this town 
exists. And, if someone decides it 
should be reduced in significance 
from a river to a brook, it should be 
the people who live here and not 
some anonymous body who has no 
connection to it at all. 
The repercussions of its renaming 

are already starting to take root. I 
attended the open house for the 
Pefferlaw Mapping project on No-
vember 8 where draft copies of the 
map were displayed. There, in big 
bold letters along the river route, 
was the name “Pefferlaw Brook”.  
Next, I was playing with a new 
global positioning device and 
scrolling through maps of the area 
when I scrolled past the Pefferlaw 
river—now designated the Peffer-
law Brook on these maps.  
I really don’t know how long it has 
been called the Pefferlaw Brook 
because everyone I know, refers to 
it as a river and I wasn’t even 
aware of the name change until I 
saw the sign. People I know who 
live on the shores of this body of 
water tell me they live on the Pef-
ferlaw river, not the Pefferlaw 
Brook. So, if someone out there 
can tell me when, why and how the 
name was changed, I would be 
interested in finding out. Then I 
could start the ball rolling to get it 
changed back. 
Karen Wolfe,  
Editor.  
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I’m going to call the “sign” police 
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 
Brent Shaw  

Owner 

STORE HOURS 
 

Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Belvedere hands out wacky “Customer  
Appreciation Awards” 

The waitresses at the Belvedere 
Cookhouse and Saloon, dressed 
as their favourite stars, get into 
the swing of things at an awards 
ceremony where many of their 
customers received recognition 
for some of their most wacky 
and memorable traits.  Winners 
were voted to receive the 
awards by the waitresses and 
Belvedere owner Nicole Beaud-
row.  
Delivered in a spirit of fun and 
entertainment, Nicole presented 
each award by reminding her 
clientele “not to take the recog-

nition to heart.” 
Customers were encouraged to 
come dressed as their favourite 
star. 
Some of the awards presented 
during the evening included 
“Best Legs”; “Most Dates”; 
“Most Time Outs”; “Favourite 
Clown Act”; “Best Cowboy”; 
“Piece of the Furniture Award”; 
“Most Sexy Female”; and 
“Most Sexy Male”.  
One of the highlights of the 
evening was a free buffet of 
tasty snacks and hors d’oeuvres.  

Pefferlaw Senior’s host Craft Show 

Hundreds of hand-made crafts 
and baked goods were on sale at 
the Pefferlaw Seniors Arts and 
Crafts Christmas Bazaar held at 
the Lions Community Centre on 
Saturday, November 26, 2005. 
The group would like to thank 

the community for their support 
since much of the money raised 
is donated to local charities such 
as the Christmas Angels and to 
local hospitals in Uxbridge and 
Newmarket..  
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In June 2005, the Ministry of Transporta-
tion in the province of Ontario announced 
that the next leg of the 404 extension will 
begin within three years. This portion of 
the highway will extend 15 kilometres 
north from Green Lane to Ravenshoe 
Road.  
In order for the MTO to build the high-
way, part of the process requires them to 
conduct an individual environmental as-
sessment (IEA) and get approvals from 
both the provincial and federal govern-
ments. To date, with the IEA completed, 
they have received the necessary approvals 
from the Ontario Ministry of the Environ-
ment and are awaiting approval from the 
federal environmental authorities.  
In a discussion with John Klowak, Senior 
Project Engineer with the MTO, these ap-
provals are expected and the project is in 
the planning and design stage.  
“The new four-lane extension of this high-
way is expected to carry approximately 
40,000 vehicles,” says a Greg Sorbara 
press release. “New interchanges will be 
built at Queensville Road and Woodbine 
Avenue. New bridges will carry traffic on 
Mount Albert Road, Doane Road and 
Boag Road over Highway 404. Design is 
presently underway and construction will 
begin within the next three years,” the 
release said.  
And, while this new section of the 404 to 
Ravenshoe will certainly reduce travel 
times for local area commuters, the portion 
of the project that provides even greater 
commuting benefits for this area is the leg 
from Ravenshoe northeast to Highway 12.  
(See maps on the right.) 
According to Mr. Klowak, that route has 
been approved but “it is anybody’s guess 
when it will get to Pefferlaw,” he said. A 
number of properties in the area have been 
purchased by MTO under their Advanced 

Purchasing Program, but there is a long 
way to go, said Mr. Klowak.   
“We will be implementing according to 
priorities,” Mr. Klowak said.  
A new document that has just been re-

leased by the Ontario government called 
“Places to Grow” suggests that an exten-
sion of the 404 beyond the Ravenshoe Rd. 
is not a high priority and as a result, should 
not be expected anytime soon.  

404 Extension Update—Ravenshoe Road link is next 

Old Homestead Rd. 

York 
Rd. 21 

See 
Inset 
Below 



Pefferlaw firefighters 
study terrorism  
readiness 
As a result of heightened concerns for 
public safety involving acts and threats 
of terrorism, members of the Pefferlaw 
Volunteer Firefighting Brigade are being 
introduced to the basic concepts for first 
responder awareness by taking a training 
course entitled “Terrorism/Hazardous 
Materials Awareness for First Respond-
ers in Ontario.  
The program is being offered by the Of-
fice of the Fire Marshall and is part of 
the Provincial Emergency Preparedness 
Initiative.  
According to Brian Burbidge, the Deputy 
Fire Chief for the Town of Georgina, 
local fire crews who take the course “will 
know how to respond and evacuate peo-
ple according to the danger.”  
The program provides firefighters and 
first emergency response teams with an 
understanding of the risks associated 
with hazardous materials, including 
chemical, biological, radiological and 
nuclear (CBRN) hazards and gives them 
the tools to recognize the presence of, 
and identify, hazardous materials.  
“Rather than responding without know-
ing the hazard, we are planning ahead, 
gaining knowledge that will protect fire-
fighters and residents from potential haz-
ards,” Mr. Burbidge said.  
The course defines hazardous materials, 
terrorism, attack vulnerability factors and 
provides an overview of responsibilities 
of a first responder trained to the aware-
ness level at such incidents. In addition, 
it describes the complexity and impact 
that CBRN materials can present and 
explains how first responders can use the 
many clues and resources available to 
recognize and identify hazardous materi-
als.  
“You can’t simply rush in,” Mr. Bur-
bidge said. “Incidents involving one 
chemical can be dangerous, but when 
they are mixed together they can be 
deadly. We operate at an awareness level 
and if we recognize anything involving 
that threat, we can call in other teams 
who are experienced in handling it,” he 
said.  
Pefferlaw firefighters who complete the 
26-hour, theory-based training program 
and submit the required application form, 
receive a Certificate of Completion from 
the Ontario Fire College.  
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This column rips a page out of history 
during a time when Mrs. Tennyson 
wrote a weekly column for the old Lake 
Simcoe Advocate in the 1960s. It was a 
society column that featured the news 
and views of local area residents. We 
resurrect this column in her honour as 
a regular feature in this publication 
and dedicate it to her memory.  
 
Happy Birthday to Marilyn Reid who 
turned 60 on December 2. ( I am sitting 
here thinking that this is the next mile-
stone for a lot of us. I guess someone 
had to be first.) I also hear her family 
organized a surprise party for her in 
Beaverton. Surprise!! 
 
Since there will be no paper between 
this one and Christmas, I want to ex-
tend warm Birthday Wishes to Tim 
O’Neill on Regent St. who turns 28 on 
December 20.  
 
Another birthday on December 20 is 
Robin Chandler. He turns 45. You’re 
getting’ up there Robin.  
 
I also want to send very special birth-
day greetings to Ilse Berlenbach who 
turns 84 on January 5, 2006. Ilse cur-
rently resides at the Bel Air Nursing 
Home in Cannington.  
 
Congratulations to Gerald and Cheryl 
Bahen on the birth of their first grand-

child. Xander James Bahen was born 
on November 21 and weighed 9.5 lbs. 
Happy Birthday to Dave Shearer who 
turns 44 on November 27 and to his 
lovely wife Tamy, who will be 43 on 
December 27.  
 
Congratulations to Grandma Brenda 
Camplin on the birth of her second 
grandchild, Tyrus James who weighed 
in at 8.3 lbs when he was born on Octo-
ber 28. Tyrus’s mom and dad, Melanie 
Camplin and Todd Brinklow live in 
Lakefield. Grandma Brenda wasn’t able 
to be there when Tyrus was born, but 
because the little tyke wouldn’t wait for 
paramedics to get his mom to the hospi-
tal, Brenda was on the phone with his 
parents when he entered the world. “I 
thought they were joking when they 
told me Melanie was having the baby at 
home, and then I heard him cry in the 
background,” Brenda said.  
 
Huge birthday greetings go out to Nick 
Nakeff who turns 85 on December 19. 
Nick lives on Pete’s Lane in Pefferlaw 
and continues to enjoy life to its fullest. 
Have a great day and a very Merry 
Christmas Nick.  
 
Carol Wolfe proved she is in the Christ-
mas spirit by hosting a cookie exchange 
at her house on December 4.  A huge 
assortment of cookies were exchanged 
and now no one has to do any baking. 

Tennyson Tidbits 

And the correct answer is... 

Surprisingly, I didn’t 
have anyone call me up 
with the correct answer.  
A number of people 
called with the answer 
“S.S. #9” which is the 
correct board designation 
for the school but not the 
name that was printed on 
the postcard.  
I’ve reprinted the card 
with the name that ap-
pears on the bottom.  
If anyone out there can shed anymore 
light on how the school got this name,  
I would be interested in the story.  

Thanks to everyone who called in and 
participated. Stay tuned for the next 
Pefferlaw Post contest coming your way 
in an upcoming issue.  

Continuation School, Pefferlaw, Ontario 
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Pefferlaw Annual Christmas Tree Lighting 
draws a great crowd 

 

Season’s Greetings from... 

(Left to Right) 
Jordan Kortko 
(11) and Kelsey 
Veale (11) join a 
large crowd of 
residents  as they 
sang Christmas 
carols at the 
Christmas Tree 
Lighting ceremony  
on Sunday eve-
ning, December 4.  
The event was 
sponsored by the 
Pefferlaw Associa-
tion of Ratepayers.  

Santa stops by to say hello to a young resident after being 
escorted to the Tree Lighting ceremony on the Pefferlaw 
fire engine. Regional Councillor Dan Wheeler and Ward 4 
Councillor Ken Hackenbrook look on.  

Four-year old  
Keelan Kay tells  
Santa what is on her 
Christmas list at the 
Pefferlaw Fire Hall 
where children of 
all ages received a 
goody-bag and a 
cup of hot chocolate 
after the Tree Light-
ing ceremony.  



Local artisan finds niche turning mud into magic  
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One life-defining day in March 2002, 
Elaine Oswald’s sister convinced her to 
attend a course in the U.S. where they 
would both learn how to make jewellery 
using an ancient Japanese modelling tech-
nique and medium called art clay silver. 
After that first course, they were both 
hooked and today, Elaine, a resident of 
Pefferlaw and successful artisan, has gone 
on to teach others the art clay silver secret 
and has sold many of her own creations 
through art shows, a retail outlet and the 
Georgina Arts Centre in Sutton.  
According to Elaine, art clay silver is a 
pliable composite material composed of 
silver particles and organic binders. When 
heated to temperatures of 1600 degrees F, 
the organic binders burn off, leaving a 
pure 99.9 per cent silver piece behind.  
The range of jewellery that is possible 
using art clay silver appears to be limited 
only by the imagination. Elaine has fash-
ioned bracelets, rings, watches, earrings, 
watches and even Christmas ornaments 
from the material.  
It comes in small chunks of clay and is 
reminiscent in texture to plasticine-type 
materials. “You can roll it out and cut it 

out into a variety of different shapes,” 
Elaine says. “And, I have a number of dif-
ferent kinds of textured plates so I can 
create different designs.”  
Once the desired shape and design has 
been achieved, the piece is dried in a food 
dehydrator. At that point, surface imper-
fections can be polished away with a wire 
brush, wet-dry paper, steel burnishing 
tools or a tumbler.  
“Then I fire it on a fire brick using a crème 
brule torch or in a kiln,” Elaine explains. 
This process can take between two to three 
minutes using the torch or up to two hours 
in the kiln.  

“It is quite fast and it is something I can do 
while sitting in front of the television,” 
Elaine said.  
But, as much as Elaine enjoys the art clay 
silver medium, her first love in the world 
of art was pottery.  
“I love pottery,” Elaine 
says. “Everyone knows if 
they want to buy me some-
thing, they can buy me 
pottery.”  
But that might be difficult 
to do, since Elaine is 
known for much sought-
after and prized pieces of 
her own. 
Her humble entrance into 
the world of pottery began 
as a therapeutic exercise to 
relieve the stress in her 
life. “I was really enjoying 
it and my husband bought 
me a potters wheel and a 
kiln,” Elaine said, “and, the rest is history. 
Today it is a big part of my business.”  
She buys the clay in forty kilo blocks and 
cuts it into appropriate pieces depending 
on what she intends to create. But the crea-
tive process is not one that usually prede-
termines the outcome.  
“I just sit down at the wheel and whatever 
happens, happens,” Elaine said.  
Using an electric wheel and hot water, she 
can turn out a vase, a bowl, or most any 
other piece in 15 or 20 minutes. From 
there, however, the piece goes through a 
two-and-a-half week drying process, 
throughout which she is cleaning and 
trimming the piece, before it takes its 
first firing. At this stage, the glaze and 
colour is applied and it is fired again in a 
kiln at 2,200 degrees F. “It usually takes 
a couple of days to cool down before 
you open the kiln,” Elaine says, “and 
then you do a happy dance when it 
comes out the way you wanted it to. 
Never fall in love with a piece until its 
finished,” she said,” because it can blis-
ter, crack, blow up and it could break the 
pieces beside it.”  
Her work in traditional pottery materials 
led her to experiment with an old Japa-
nese pottery technique called Raku 
which has now become a favoured tech-
nique due to the creative and unusual 
results. Originally used in the 8th cen-
tury by the Japanese in tea ceremonies, 
the modelling clay contains a high de-
gree of sand for strength. After the first 

firing in a kiln, the piece is removed red 
hot and placed in a pit outside that is lined 
with sawdust and flammable materials. 
“You put it into the pit and it immediately 
bursts into flames. You cover it up and 

leave it for half and hour and that is it.”  
In addition to the art clay silver creations, 
the pottery and the students she instructs, 
Elaine still has time to own and operate 
Fellini Wines, a do-it-yourself wine mak-
ing operation in Jackson’s Point and she 
considers herself lucky to have a hobby 
that she enjoys and with which she can 
make a living.  
“I enjoy every minute of everything,” she 
says.  

Elaine demonstrates her pottery making skills at a 
potter’s wheel at her home in Pefferlaw. 

Examples of traditional and Raku pottery items created by 
Elaine and on display at Fellini Wines in Jackson’s Point. 

Some of the beautiful and delicate silver 
pieces made using art clay silver.  
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Ho! Ho! Ho! Santa is making 
another special appearance at 
the 10th Annual Wilfrid 
Santa Claus Parade on Sat-
urday, December 17 at 1:00 
p.m. Organizers are looking 
for floats and are inviting eve-
ryone to join them at the 
Wilfrid Hall after the parade 
for free photos with Santa and 
hot chocolate and cookies. 
The Christmas Angels will be 
on hand collecting food and a 
donation of an unwrapped toy. 
For more details call Tracy 
Pelletier at (705) 437-2405.  
 
On Sunday, December 18 at 
7:00 p.m., the Wilfrid United 
Church will feature a Carol 
Sing called “Symbols & 
Sounds of Christmas”. All are 
welcome and refreshments 
will be served after the event.  
 
The Beaverton Lions Club is 
sponsoring a Blood Donor 
Clinic on Friday, December 
23 at Gillespie Gardens at 75, 
Nine Mile Rod in Beaverton. 
The clinic will be open from 
3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and a 
supervised nursery will be 
available complete with Santa 
Claus and snacks for the  
kiddies.  

The Beaverton Figure Skat-
ing Club is offering skating 
lessons for all ages on Mon-
days and Wednesdays. The 
program, CanSkate, is a be-
ginner program for non-
skaters to teach them to skate 
and carry on to dance, jumps 
and spins with certified and 
experienced coaches from 
SkateCanada. Contact Chris-
tine Reid at (705) 484-5866.  
 
The Pefferlaw Lions Club is 
hosting the New Years Eve 
Dinner Theatre and Dance 
at the Pefferlaw Lions Com-
munity Centre on December 
31. The evening features 
Columbo 1—Case of Homi-
cide, dinner, dance and a 
champagne celebration at 
midnight. Tickets can be pur-
chased at Bodleys, from John 
Dallimore and other Lions 
members.  
 
The community of Egypt will 
be hosting their New Years 
Eve Dance at the Egypt Hall 
on December 31. Doors open 
at 8:00 and tickets are $25 per 
person which includes a late 
buffet, door and spot prizes 
and party favours. Call Brad 
at (905) 722-3710 for details.  

 

Coming Events 

  CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

FOR SALE 
Four-wheel Scooter. Model: 
Chauffeur 329LE, candy ap-
ple red, like new, only used 
35 hrs. Basket on front. Ad-
justable arms. Rugged tires. 
Paid over $4,000. Asking 
$2,000 OBO. Call (705) 437-
1080.  
 
Garmin E-Trex Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS). In-

cludes car adapter, power 
cord and NMEA computer 
cord. Asking $75.00. Call 
(705) 437-1216.  
 
Devilbiss spray paint booth. 
10x18 complete with exhaust 
system, sprinkler system and 
six 4-bulb florescent lights. 
Worth over $30,000. Asking 
$3,500. Call Jerry at (705) 
437-2061.  

The Pefferlaw Post is published the 10th 
and 24th of every month.  

During the month of December, the  
paper will not be published on December 
24 but will resume on January 10, 2006.  


