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Santa shines among lights, loud music and good cheer in Sutton  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you a wonderful Holiday Season and a  

New Year of Peace and Prosperity.  Teresa Millar  
Sales Representative 

Call Teresa at 
(905) 722-3211 or you can  
Visit www.teresamillar.com 

A full, moon-lit night on Saturday, December 6 put a giant spotlight on the Sutton 
Santa Claus Parade of Lights to the delight of thousands of Georgina revelers. With 
more than 60 floats and eight bands, spectators danced, sang and shouted greetings 
as brightly lit displays of Christmas cheer passed by. Ben Hirstwood Plumbing won 
first prize in the Business category; the Howes Family won first prize in the Family 
category; and the Knights of Columbus won Best Community Organization entry.  
Photos: (Above) Santa, with his trusty elves by his side, waves enthusiastically to the 
crowd. (Top Right) The Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles sponsored by Hirstwood 
Plumbing were a huge hit. (Centre Right) The brightly-lit Lake Simcoe Minor Soft-
ball Association float featured a team of ball players and grandstand.  
(Bottom Right) The Masonic Lodge miniature train was a delightful sight as it trav-
elled down High St.  



Flipping back through news sto-
ries and community events cov-
ered in the Pefferlaw Post 
throughout 2014, I am struck by 
the passion and emotional attach-
ment we all have for our commu-
nity. It is hard to believe that we 
crammed so much into one year 
of living and I’m thankful that 
these stories have been recorded 
in print – a hard-copy ‘diary’ of 
sorts that won’t be lost to mem-
ory.  
As we approach the dawn of 
2015, I am reminded that the 
paper has now completed its 
tenth year of publication and I am 
awe-struck by the support it has 
received from both readers and 
advertisers alike.  
All of my hard-copy issues are 
archived in binders on my desk 
and I’ve taken a sentimental jour-
ney through all of these recently 
and mapped the progress of the 
paper through changes I’ve made 
over the years to the masthead 
(the logo that sits proudly at the 
top of the front page).  
I started out in 2005 with a mast-
head and tagline that said 
“Serving Pefferlaw, Virginia, 
Port Bolster, Udora and Georgina 
Island”. Within a year, and re-
sponding to demands from my 
readers, I had added Wilfrid and 
Sutton to the mix. Then in 2008, I 
added Jackson’s Point to the 
masthead. By March 2009, I 
could no longer deny the popular-
ity of the paper across Georgina 
and the masthead was changed 
once again to read “Serving the 
Greater Pefferlaw Area and all 
Georgina Communities.”  
They say the only thing constant 
in life is change and given that 
the paper and my life are so inter-
twined, change is a minute by 
minute occurrence for me. And, 
for someone who is normally a 
creature of habit, dealing with so 
much, so often can sometimes 
turn me into an emotional wreck-
-especially where the paper is 
concerned.  
My original intent for the Peffer-
law Post in 2005 was to create a 
profile for this close-knit commu-
nity within the cultural fabric of 
Georgina and I can’t tell you how 
proud I was by the up-take it re-
ceived right out of the gate. Resi-
dents began taking ownership of 

it and started talking about it in 
coffee shops, to their neighbours 
and at community events. They 
built a reputation for it and over 
the years that reputation spread 
well beyond the Ward 5 commu-
nity. Today, because of them, this 
paper is truly a Georgina-wide 
news publication.  
I am very sentimental about why 
I started the Pefferlaw Post in the 
first place and I am emotionally 
attached to the name. Changing 
the ‘tagline’ as I have done over 
the years has plotted its growth 
into communities throughout 
Georgina – but I fear not in a way 
that clearly communicates its 
maturing editorial mandate. And 
so now, as tough as this decision 
is for me, I would like to an-
nounce another major milestone 
in the growth of this community 
newspaper…the name change to 
The Georgina Post—watch for 
it in the January 10, 2015 issue! 
I hope you will join me in cele-
brating this new phase in the 
growth of this paper—your loyal 
readership and support has made 
it all possible and I thank you all 
from the bottom of my heart.   
 

Karen Wolfe, Editor.   
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The Pefferlaw Post publishes on 
the 10th and 24th of every month 
(except December 24) and is dis-
tributed throughout Georgina and 
beyond. The contents of this pub-
lication are protected by copyright 
and may only be used for personal 

and non-commercial use. The 
Pefferlaw Post accepts no respon-
sibility for claims made for any 
product or service reported or 

advertised.  

Here we grow again... 
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In anticipation of the opening 
of the new bridges being con-
structed on Ravenshoe Rd. in 
the village of Udora, a group of 
concerned citizens met with  
representatives from the York 
Region Roads Department, 
Georgina council and an officer 
from York Regional Police to 
discuss options on what could 
be done to improve road safety 
throughout the hamlet.  

In a document presented to Mr. 
Nelson Costa, York Region 
Manager of Road Safety and 
Traffic Data, at the meeting in 
the Udora Hall on November 
27, residents recommended a 
number of traffic calming 
measures to address speeding 
and pedestrian safety.  
These recommendations in-

cluded reducing the speed limit 
from 50 km per hour to 40 km 
per hour through the village and 
a police presence for three 
weeks after the bridges are 
completed “to assist in chang-
ing driver behaviour.”  
In addition, speed bumps, rum-
ble strips and designating the 
village as a Community Safety 
Zone was also recommended. 
The group also suggested that 

Udora be classified as a “no 
truck zone”.  
Although Mr. Costa was not 
able to approve the recommen-
dations offered by the group, he 
did discuss possible outcomes 
and promised to evaluate them 
and bring his findings back to 
the group for further resident 
feedback in the new year.  

Region meets with Udora residents 
over road safety issues 

Nelson Costa, Manager of Road Safety and Traffic Data for York 
Region (left), discusses safety issues raised by the residents of 
Udora.  
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Pefferlaw Tree Lighting 

With a flip of Santa’s fin-
ger, more than 650 lights 
came to life on Pefferlaw’s 
famous Christmas Tree on 
Sunday, December 7.  
Doug and Jason McCul-
lough donated their time 
and bucket truck to string 
and replace bulbs on the 75 
ft. spruce located on the 
main street.  
According to organizer 
Garry Harpley from the 
Pefferlaw Association of 
Ratepayers, the crowd was 
one of the largest ever as-
sembled for the traditional 
Christmas event.  

The  
Cedardale 
Church 
choir led 
the crowd 
in singing 
traditional 
Christmas 
carols.  

Families were invited 
back to the Pefferlaw 
Fire Hall for treats and 
hot chocolate donated 
by the Stouffville/
Uxbridge Tim Horton’s 
and children visited 
with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus.  (Right) Broden 
James poses after giv-
ing Santa his list.  

Photo by Joe Quirk 



It might have been windy and 
cold, but spirits were high as 
dozens of residents with holi-
day cheer came out to the Jack-
son’s Point Parkette to witness 
the menorah and tree lighting 
ceremonies.  
Held on Saturday, November 
29, members of the Jackson’s 
Point Business Improvement 
Association (BIA) were on 

hand serving hot chocolate to 
the crowd as they joined in to 
sing holiday Christmas carols 
and Chanukah songs.  
A $2 donation to the Food Pan-
try was made by those who 
continued the celebration at the 
Lake Simcoe Arms after the 
ceremony for a selection of 
both traditional Christmas and 
Chanukah treats.  
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The Point lights up the season  



Shades of Hope owner Gail 
Lenters is hoping a marriage of 
art and animals will help de-
liver the support she needs to 

keep her wildlife 
rescue and refuge 
centre in Pefferlaw 
going.  
The facility cares 
for injured and sick 
wild animals and 
she says support is 
badly needed to 
help her care for 
the 1,600 animals 
that have passed 
through the facility 
so far this year.  
She says volun-
teers, medical sup-
plies and food are 
always needed and 
the art campaign is 
an idea she hopes 
will help raise 
funding for the cen-
tre. 
All of the proceeds 
raised through the 
sale of 99 giclees  
of a Great Horned 
owl will go directly 
to support Shades 
of Hope.  
The Great Horned 

Owl pencil portrait was cre-
ated by artist Jozef Milczarski. 
The subject of the artwork is a 
young Great Horned Owl that 
was found emaciated by a 
hiker on a trail and taken to 
Shades of Hope.  
After careful care and feeding 
the owl was returned to health 
and released back into the wild 
after four months.  
The giclees are available at 
Kat’s Gallery in Jackson’s 
Point or can be purchased on-
line at www.shadesofhope.ca.  
The sell for $99 unframed or 
$199 framed.  
“They will be a great Christ-
mas gift for an animal lover,” 
says Kat’s Gallery owner 
Kathy Taylor.  
As the word spreads across 
Georgina and communities 
beyond of the work Shades of 
Hope is doing, the intake of 
wildlife at the centre continues 
to grow. Ms. Lenters says the 
centre has handled twice as 
many cases this year as last 
year.  
“There is a huge need for what 
we do and Georgina can be 
proud of that,” Ms. Lenters 
said.  
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Kat’s Gallery hosts fundraising 
event for Shades of Hope 

 

Shades of Hope proprietor Gail Lenters (right) displays one of 
only 99 giclees being offered at Kat’s Gallery as a fundraising 
campaign to support her Pefferlaw animal refuge. She is joined 
by the artist Jozef Milczarski (left).   





Quirk administration sets the stage for a new era 

Right out of the hopper Georgina’s newly 
elected Mayor, Margaret Quirk, let it be 
known that there is a new mindset in Town 
by telling a packed house at the Pefferlaw 
Lions Community Centre during her inau-
guration speech on December 3 that Peffer-
law, Udora, Port Bolster and surrounding 
area are recognized as part of Georgina and 
won’t be forgotten.  
“Many people asked me why is the inaugu-
ral in Pefferlaw? I think the best answer I 
saw was on Facebook. ‘why not...we voted 
for her too,” said Mayor Quirk.  
She promised a new level of communica-
tions and an era of personal involvement 
and interaction with residents.  
“You might just see me riding in a roads’ 
department truck, going out with by-laws 
and the building department on inspections 
or maybe even answering the phones in the 
tax department,” she said. “I also want to 
keep the communication coming from you, 
the taxpayer. So you might just find me 
knocking on your door...sitting down with 
you at the coffee shop or coming to your 
business to talk with you.”  
Mayor Quirk said residents can look for-
ward to a regular newsletter updating resi-
dents on what is happening at the Civic 
Centre. “Accountability and transparency 
should not be words spoken, but actions 
taken,” she said.  
After all members of council for the 2014-
2018 term were piped into the hall and 
sworn into office by Town of Georgina 
solicitor Mr. Michael Bigioni, they each 
thanked family, friends and the campaign 
workers that helped them become elected.  
Ward 1 Councillor Naomi Davison wel-
comed the five new faces on council and 

said, “This is an amazing 
thing to do and you are going 
to love it.”  
Dan Fellini, representing 
Ward 2, told the audience he 
was humbled and excited 
about the new council.  
“I am confident that we will 
work together to meet the 
challenges that will directly 
affect us,” he said.  
Ward 3 Councillor Dave 
Neeson said, “I will truly do 
my absolute best for this com-
munity. I love this commu-
nity, I love the lake and I love 
the people.” 
Frank Sebo, the newly elected 
Ward 4 Councillor, told the 
crowd he felt honoured and 
privileged to be a council 
member. “Tomorrow is a new 
day,” he said.  
Ward 5 Councillor Dave 
Harding said he is already 
working with the community 
on issues. “It is interesting to 
know that people are realiz-
ing that there is actually 
someone in our area to help,” 
he said.  
Dan Wheeler, Georgina’s 
Regional Councillor, was the 
only member acclaimed and 
said he is delighted to be 
back again after already serv-
ing on council for over 32 
years. “Every time is a new 
beginning,” he said.  
 

Photos:  
(1) Madam Mayor M

delivers her inaug
(2) Regional Council

bring fresh new id
(3) Ward 1 Councillo

of Allegiance.  
(4) Ward 2 Councillo

ing in.  
(5) Dave Neeson sign
(6) Ward 4 Councillo
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 of accountability and transparency  

Margaret Quirk, Georgina’s seventh mayor since amalgamation in 1971, 
gural speech to a full house and encourages residents to get involved.  
llor Dan Wheeler told the audience that the fresh new faces on council will 
deas to the Civic Centre.  
or Naomi Davison signs her name to legal documents after taking an Oath 

or Dan Fellini shakes hands with Michael Bigioni after the official swear-

ns the official documents as his takes his place as the Ward 3 Councillor. 
or Frank Sebo tells the audience he is excited to represent his constituents.  

Ward 5 Councillor welcomes the crowd to Pefferlaw.  



Georgina honours community volunteers for dedicated service 
At a festive celebration on Thursday, No-
vember 13 at the ROC, Georgina marked 
the outstanding contribution of eight vol-
unteers and one service club who have 
dedicated hours of their time in the service 
of others. 
Presented with an award and flowers were: 
1. Ryan Marston—a young advocate for 
ending childhood violence and fundraising 
to purchase new TVs at Sick Kids Hospi-
tal. 2. Kevin Nagy—an active Georgina 
Youth Engagement Committee member. 3. 

Eileen Foster—for her commitment to 
Club 55 events and establishing the Mary 
Queen Memorial Food Drive in partner-
ship with Sobeys. 4. Andrew Godfrey—a 
Ministry of Natural Resources volunteer 
for more than eight years. 5. Pamela Ham-
bley—a parent volunteer at Sutton Public 
School involved in many school initiatives.  
6. Linda Kirby—a volunteer facilitating 
support groups in aid of residents at the 
Sandgate Women’s Shelter.  
7. Trish Kosar—A Georgina Dragon Boat 

volunteer leading initiatives designed to 
support the Georgina Food Pantry and 
Georgina Community Living. 8. Don 
Waldie—Vice Chair of the Georgina Sen-
ior Games Committee and Event Coordi-
nator for York Region Senior Games.  
9. The Love Project—a volunteer-based 
program that pairs Georgina Youth with 
local art-mentors and is recognized as a 
’workplace’ for the Alternative Learning 
Experience Program.  
Congratulations to all!  
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Best-ever Georgina Cares auction  
The Georgina Cares Live Auc-
tion, broadcast on Rogers TV 
on November 29, hit their best-
ever total when they raised in 
excess of $27,000. The monies 
will provide funding for under-
privileged Georgina children to 
participate in extra-curricular 
activities.  
According to Program Admin-
istrator Jennifer Anderson, 
Georgina Cares has helped 
hundreds of local kids by fund-
ing their hockey, summer 
camps, music lessons and other 
programs.   
“Still others have taken part in 
school related activities such as 
grade-booster programs or 
school trips to name a few,” 
Ms. Anderson said.  
The not-for-profit organization 
began in 1996 and is managed 
by a board of volunteers.  
The Live TV Auction started in  
1997 and accepts bids from 
viewers for donated items. 
Since then, the show has raised 

more than $340,000.00.    
In addition to funding extra-
curricular programming, the 
organization also accepts con-
tributions for their Compassion 
Fund—a program designed to 
provide one-time assistance to 
families who are experiencing 
significant or catastrophic 
changes in the home such as 
medical, house fire or death. 
Assistance is provided by way 
of gift certificates.  
This year the Live Auction 
attracted 270 donated items 
and received a total of close to 
2,000 bids. Nine new items 
were auctioned off every 10 
minutes during the six hour 
show.  
“We were thrilled by the re-
sponse to this year’s show and 
we could not do it without the 
support of businesses and or-
ganizations in our community 
and the folks who bid on the 
items all day long,” Ms. 
Anderson said.  



12

 Life Insurance 

Pefferlaw Lions Christmas Party  

There is no shyness 
here—as John Van 
Loan eagerly 
crawled up on 
Santa’s knee to tell 
the ‘ol elf what is 
on his Christmas 
list.   

Giggles all 
around as Bray-
den Cooke, 5, 
spends time mess-
ing around in a 
pit of coloured 
plastic  balls. O 
what fun it is to 
play!  

The Pefferlaw Lions were 
hosts to more than 300 kids 
and their parents at their 
Annual Childrens’ Christ-
mas Party on Sunday, De-
cember 7.  
Games, crafts, face paint-
ing, hot dogs and refresh-
ments were the featured 
activities—and of course, 
the requisite visit to Santa 
and Mrs. Claus was not to 
be missed 
 
(Photo right) Vanessa Kal-
lian, 4, bites into a candy 
floss provided free to chil-
dren.   
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I would like to wish you and your loved 
ones a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
and Healthy New Year. Please enjoy this 
festive season safely and we’ll see you in 
2015!  
 
Congratulations to the winners of the 
Georgina Historical Society’s Annual 
Raffle. The first prize quilt went to 
Marcella of Keswick; Savannah Wallace 
of Keswick won the second prize hooked 
rug, the third prize baby quilt went to 
Doris Lee of Keswick Gardens and Mary 
Scott of Pefferlaw won the pillow. 
Thanks to everyone who supported this 
fundraiser.  
 
Happy Birthday to Jarret Berlenbach who 
celebrated his special day on December 9. 
Cheers kiddo!  
 
And we want to send out Birthday wishes 
to Tim O’Neill. Tim will celebrate on 
December 20. Cheers, Tim!  
 
Don’t forget to keep an eye out for the 
Christmas cakes and shortbread cookies 
sponsored by the Pefferlaw Lions Club. 
Proceeds of this fundraising program help 
support local initiatives.  

Hey Kids! Build your own Gingerbread 
house at the Peter Gzowski Library on 
December 11 from 7-8:30 pm (grade 4+) 
and at the Keswick Branch on December 
16 from 7-8:30 (grate 7+) . $5 due upon 
registration at any branch.  
 
With profound sorrow and deep sadness 
my sister Wanda and I announce the pass-
ing of our father, Monroe Wolfe, 86,  on 
November 26, 2014. He was our rock and 
our anchor and will be sorely missed by 
his entire family. Rest in peace, Dad.  
 
We would like to send our sincere condo-
lences out to the friends and family of 
Steve Ham, 51, who passed away sud-
denly on Sunday, November 30. Steve 
was a wonderful Dad to Dylan and Bran-
don and is lovingly remembered by his 
family and wide network of friends.  
 
Our sincere condolences are also ex-
tended to the friends and family of Mary-
rose (Rose) Moody, 78, of Pefferlaw. 
Rose passed away at her home in Peffer-
law on Tuesday, December 2 and is sur-
vived by her husband Roy and son Clive 
and his family.  
 

Tennyson Tidbits 
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Oriented 

(L to R) Joane Taninas, Calum Paterson and Russel Paterson 
enjoy Breakfast with Santa hosted by the Udora Leaskdale Lions 
Club at the Udora Hall on Sunday, November 30.  

As December 25 closes in, shoppers were eagerly browsing 
through crafts and items featured for sale at Shoberry’s Annual 
Craft sale on Saturday, November 29 at the Kin Hall.  
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

The hall was filled to capacity at the Sutton Legion on Sunday, December 
7 when Legion members served a delicious Breakfast with Santa menu. 
Above, Marcus Skidgmore, 7, gets a helping of scrambled eggs to go with 
his pancakes and sausage.   

Actor Phil Craig, above, brought the story of a lost RAF pilot flying from 
Germany to England on Christmas Eve to life when he read The Shepherd 
at the Georgina Historical Society’s Christmas Reading at the Briar’s Re-
sort on Sunday, December 7. It was a performance not to be missed!  

Above, Mayor Margaret Quirk and Georgina Fire 
Chief Steve Richardson judge a Chili Cook-off at the 
Civic Centre on Friday, December 5. The event was 
part of a 10-day United Way fundraising campaign 
sponsored by Civic Centre staff.  
Nine staff members brought their favourite chili reci-
pes to work to compete in the event and sell to their 
colleagues. The winner was Tricia Quinlan. 
Other fundraising events over the 10-day campaign 
included a raffle for the Mayor’s parking space dur-
ing the month of January (won by receptionist De-
siree Coates), a department door decorating compe-
tition (won by the Building and Planning depart-
ment), a soup competition and putting contest.  
In total, the campaign raised approximately $5,570 
for the United Way in York Region.  
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Coming Events & Announcements 

Attend the Hospice Georgina Open 
House on Wednesday, December 10 
from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm for refresh-
ments, snacks and conversation.  
 
Bring the kiddies to the Port Bolster 
Hall for the Hall Board’s Children’s 
Christmas Party and Lunch with 
Santa on Sat. Dec. 13 at noon. Free 
admission but an item for the food bank 
or an unwrapped toy for the Christmas 
Angels would be appreciated.  
 
The Wilfrid Hall Board is having a 
Christmas gathering on Saturday, De-
cember 13 from 10:00 am to 12 noon. 
The festivities will include hot choco-
late and cookies with Santa and ginger-
bread decorating.  
 
Eustace Pharmasave in Jackson’s 
Point has come up with a great idea on 
how kids can surprise parents on 
Christmas morning. Bring the kids to 
Eustace on Sunday, December 14 from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm and staff will help 
them purchase gifts that fit within their 
budgets for the whole family. Every-
thing will be gift wrapped and ready for 
the tree.   

Knox United Church Choir will present 
a Christmas Cantata on Sunday, De-
cember 14 at 7:00 p.m. entitled 
“Hallelujah, Christ is Born. 
 
There will be a special council meeting 
at the Civic Centre on Monday, Decem-
ber 15  starting at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Cedarvale Lodge in Keswick is invit-
ing you to vote for your favourite deco-
rated Christmas Tree on Tues. Decem-
ber 16 at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Here is what is going on at the li-
brary…Youth Entrepreneurship Infor-
mation Session, Tues. Dec. 9, 6-8pm—
Keswick; Build, decorate and eat your 
own Gingerbread house—Thurs. Dec. 
11, 7-8:30pm—Sutton; Tues. Dec. 16, 
7-8:30 —Keswick. 
 
On Saturday, December 20 join the 
Jackson’s Point BIA for the lighting 
of the menorah and a traditional festive 
dinner including matzah ball soup, ge-
filite fish, brisket and latkes at the Lake 
Simcoe Arms. Cost is $35 per person.  
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NEVER 
MISS 

AN  
ISSUE! 

 
Visit our 
website 

and “Like” 
us on 

Facebook  

FOR SALE 

POWER CHAIR  
A TDX SP Inva-
care power chair 
features centre 
wheel drive, maxi-
mum stability and 
maneuverability for 

both indoor and outdoor use with high 
traction on uneven ground. Excellent 
working order. Asking $2,000 (sells for 
$7,000 new.) Call (905) 830-2392.  

 

1st Prize—16 GB iPad Air 

Spend $30 or more at any retail store or 
restaurant in Georgina and have a chance 

to win 1 of 5 great prizes.  
Just print your name and contact informa-
tion on the receipt and deposit it in one of 

the designated drop box locations.  
Call Karen Palmer at the Town of Georgina 

for more information (905) 476-4301.  


