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Year of the Tractor roars into Sutton Fair and Horse Show 
Story and photos by Jennifer Barr 
The 159th edition of the Sutton Fair and 
Horse Show got underway on Thursday, 
August 7 when Canadian horse racing 
great Sandy Hawley officially declared the 
start of the four-day event during opening 
ceremonies under the entertainment pavil-
ion.  
Visitors there were also witness to the 
Georgina Idol competition and watched as 
the Sutton Fair Ambassador was crowned.   
Winning the Idol competition among a 
field of 10 contestants was 18 year old 
Jayme Lynn Reed of Keswick. Jayme 
rocked the stage with her rugged voice and 
equally rugged outfit. 
Hunter MacRae, 17, of Pefferlaw will rep-
resent the 2014 edition of the fair as Am-
bassador and will be supported by Danielle 
Klupsch as the first runner up.  
Congratulations to all 2014 Senior Ambas-
sador and Georgina Idol contestants!  
 
Top: Hunter MacRae (right) and runner 
up Danielle Klupsch are all smiles after 
being crowed at the Sutton Ambassador 
competition. 
Bottom Left: MP Peter Van Loan and MPP 
Julia Munro welcome the Fair’s special 
guest, Sandy Hawley. 
Bottom Right: Jayme Lynn Reed, 18, of  
Keswick picked up$1,500 for her winning 
Georgina Idol performance. 



This editorial comes to you 
from Karen Wolfe, a Georgina 
taxpayer. I’ve taken off my 
editor’s cap and will rant purely  
from the perspective of a per-
son who works hard for the 
money she earns and wants and 
expects value for money.  
I want the Town to sit down 
and consider very seriously the 
impact of their decision to con-
tinue spending my hard earned 
money on lawyers’ fees to keep 
the fire going under a court 
challenge they lost.  
Three judges (not one, but 
three) decided the Town must 
repay wrongfully collected de-
velopment charges on lots of 
record from July 19, 2011 to 
January 19, 2013. This three-
year long, legal battle has eaten 
up $357,000 in lawyers’ fees—
your money and mine—and the 
Town has given notice that they 
want to appeal the decision.  
Come on!  
Let’s cut our losses now be-
cause I’m not prepared to waste 
more money defending a posi-
tion which three Ontario Supe-
rior Court justices have already 
struck down.  
The monies the Town has to 
repay to the owners of lots of 
record is neither here nor there 
to me. It’s not my tax money, it 
came from the builders in the 
first place.  
Yes, if the Town doesn’t appeal 
they will have to pay the appel-
lant’s legal fees—and from 
what I know they are about 
$80,000.00. (Funny how his 
legal fees for this battle are so 
much less than those the Town 
has been charged.)  
And so, I am weighing an 
$80,000 bill against the cost to 
the taxpayer if the Town goes 
back to court to appeal. If they 
lose again, both sets of legal 
fees will have gone up through 
the stratosphere and I’m not 
willing to take that chance.  
Here is my advice—sit down 
with the other side and negoti-
ate a settlement. Perhaps the 
$80,000 can be brokered down 

to something less. It is worth a 
try.  
At the end of the day, the Town 
still has its by-law intact and 
can continue collecting devel-
opment charges from owners of 
lots of record. They didn’t lose 
the by-law in the court decision 
although it was clear they could 
have. The judges said the rea-
son they didn’t strike the by-
law down was because of the 
cost to taxpayers. At least 
someone was thinking of us.  
Appealing this decision is, at 
the very least, a huge gamble.  
If by chance the Town wins the 
appeal who is to say that deci-
sion won’t get appealed. If they 
lose,  I can’t imagine what the 
legal fees will be by then. But, 
if they settle, we take our lumps 
and move on.  
I’ve read both the judges’ deci-
sion on this and the Town’s 
grounds for appeal and I really 
don’t like our chances. Let’s get 
out while the getting is good.   
 
Karen Wolfe, 
Pefferlaw taxpayer.  
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The SPLASH Floating Water 
Festival is a series of events 
held around Lake Simcoe to 
increase awareness and under-
standing of the importance of 
water to life on earth.  
What started out as a single 
celebration event held in Geor-
gina in 2011 has now ex-
panded into a lake-wide col-
laboration.  
This year, SPLASH activities 
included a Roaring 20s festival 
held at Innisfil Beach Park on 
July 26. This is the first time a 
SPLASH event has been 
hosted on the west side of 
Lake Simcoe and included a 
charitable lake swim and a 
dance hall complete with big 
band sounds and square danc-
ing.   
In East Gwillimbury, SLPASH 
organizers hosted a “Walk of 
Wonders in the Woods” within 
the Brown Hill Forestry Tract 
on August 9. Called the 
“Fantastic Forest Experience” 
attendees experienced the spir-

its of the forest through music, 
arts and educational media.  
 On August 10, SPLASH co-
sponsored Brock’s Big Bite in 
Beaverton which is a celebra-
tion of local food and those 
who grow and prepare it. Visi-
tors enjoyed a long lunch 
down the middle of Beaver-
ton’s main street surrounded 
by music and art.  
On Saturday, August 16, 
SPLASH comes back to Geor-
gina with its popular Beach 
Bash. 
Described as a day full of all 
things beachy and fun, visitors 
are encouraged to enjoy a cold 
beer in the new beer garden, 
listen to a line up of musical 
entertainment, try running on 
top of the water in the giant 
zorb balls, splash down the 
gigantic water-slide, take a 
historical horse and wagon 
ride, sample food from the 
many food venders or paddle 
out into the lake in a canoe or 
kayak. 

Get ready to make a Splash!   

This just in...Mayor Grossi files 
Georgina's mayor Rob Grossi 
has filed his nomination papers 
and will ask voters to re-elect 
him as mayor  in the October 
municipal election. 
After more than 20 years on 
council, 17 of which while 
wearing the chain of office, Mr. 
Grossi says he is ready to con-
tinue working hard for Geor-
gina residents. 
"We've established a blue print 

for the future," he said. "And I 
am looking forward with a goal 
to make it a better community 
as we go through the growth 
and the transition period we 
have to go through." 
No further details were avail-
able at press time but Mr. 
Grossi said he is populating his 
campaign website (votegrossi.ca) 
with details of his accomplish-
ments and platform.  



Oriented 
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Mosquito larvicide for home use  
Pestalto Environmental Health 
Services, the company that has 
delivered the Pefferlaw mos-
quito control program for the 
past five years, has announced 
the release of a new product 
designed for use by individual 
homeowners.  
The product is known as Mos-
quiron and is a mosquito lar-
vicide that can be applied to 
mosquito larval habitats on the 
owner’s property.  
“They are larvicides that do not 
require permits to use,” said 
Pestalto president Barry Tyler.  
Mosquiron is available in pel-
let or briquette sizes and is a 
registered Class 6 pesticide in 
Ontario.  
“The nice thing about Mos-
quiron is that it will provide 
season long control of larvae in 
their habitats,” Mr. Tyler said.  
This personal homeowner-use 
product is a Novaluron com-
pound and is said to be effec-
tive for up to 90 days of mos-

quito larvae control in standing 
water sites with limited turn-
over or in areas with high or-
ganic matter.  
When applied to mosquito 
breeding sites the compound 
affects developing immature 
stages of mosquitoes by dis-
rupting the molting process. 
According to the product fact-
sheet, Mosquiron breaks down 
in larval habitats through di-
gestion by microorganisms and  
is not affected by UV light.  
Mosquiron can be used by 
homeowners on standing water 
for flooded depressions or or-
namental ponds and containers 
where standing water may ac-
cumulate. These include bird 
baths, flower planters, dis-
carded tires,  rain barrels and 
other containers that cannot be 
emptied, drained, flushed or 
changed at least weekly.  
The product is available for 
purchase from the company 
website.  
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Georgina Historical Society Bus Tour 

Festival on High—July 26  

Photos above: 1. The band, A Touch of Blue, performs 
for visitors as they stroll through a vendors’ market on 
Market Street. 2. Chalk artist Josilyn Weidman deco-
rates the sidewalk outside Papa Luigi’s. 3. Sandra 
Dickinson from the Georgina Historical Society at-
tracts customers with her “poofy” hat. 4. And, the first 
duck to cross the finish line in the first duck race was 
owned by John Longmore. Rick Winson, Carolyn 
Grossi, Kathleen Marsden and Ron Hines won second, 
third, fourth and fifth prize respectively.  

Participants of the Georgina Historical Society’s Bus Tour gather 
around the gravesite of Pefferlaw founder Captain William Johnson 
and his wife Roxanna on Sunday, July 27. The gravesite is located at 
Captain Johnson’s former homestead on Park Road.  
The tour took visitors across Georgina and offered them a peek into the 
life of early settlers.   

Laurence Ritchie, a Georgina Arts Centre patron and board member 
views one the of the York Wilson works exhibited at the show’s opening 
reception on Sunday, August 3. Also on display is an exhibit by First 
Nations artist Leslie McCue call ‘Heart Berries’.  
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Lawyer says Town has no jurisdiction to e
A battle is brewing over which 
level of government has jurisdic-
tion over the restoration of a for-
mer gravel pit located at 6017 
Smith Blvd. in Baldwin—
municipal or provincial.  
The Town of Georgina recently 
posted a letter and a work order 
on Part Lot 3, Concession 3 to 
prevent truck loads of fill being 
dumped into a former gravel pit 
located on the property.  
However, according to Mr. Marc 
Kemerer, a lawyer for the num-
bered company which owns the 
property, the Town of Georgina 
does not have jurisdiction when 
it comes to a rehabilitation order 
from the Ministry of Natural 
Resources.  
“My client not only has a legal 
right under the Aggregate Resto-
ration Act but he also has a legal 
obligation under the Act that 
requires him to restore the prop-
erty to its former use. And its 
former use was farmland,” he 
said.  
Recent concerns regarding the 
movement of fill from one loca-
tion to another has come under 
scrutiny of late due to urban de-
velopment projects such as new 
infrastructure, new subdivisions, 
condos and even work being 
conducted to make ready for the 
Pan American games.   
Excavating sites for these pro-
jects and then finding a suitable 
home for the fill material is get-
ting tougher and tougher as rural 
lobbying groups push back 
against the trend to dump the dirt 
in their backyards.  
They cite increased noise, dust,  
and unsafe truck traffic among 
their concerns but topping the list 
is the potential negative impact 
on the aquifer.  
Estimates suggest that the cost of 
dumping excavated fill could add 
as much as 15 per cent to the cost 
of a project and as the grass-roots 
movement finds momentum, 
these costs are expected to esca-
late further.  
Faced with the increasing de-
mand for fill sites, the Town of 
Georgina passed a site alteration 
by-law a few years ago. The by-

law laid out a process, proce-
dures, standards, conditions and 
regulations which must be met 
prior to an application being ap-
proved.  
However, the by-law did not 
quell the concerns of residents 
and the public outcry against the 
practice led council in April to 
issue a moratorium on the move-
ment of fill in quantities greater 
than 2,000 cubic metres.  
While the moratorium will pre-
vent the dumping of fill in Geor-
gina going forward, it will not 
stop those operations currently in 
business nor will it have an im-
pact on site alteration applica-
tions being considered prior to 
the moratorium being passed.  
Almost immediately after the 
moratorium was issued by the 
Town, residents on Smith Blvd. 
began reporting increased noise, 
dust and truck traffic associated 
with the restoration of an expired 
gravel pit sitting on 144 acres 
owned by a numbered company.  
Further investigation revealed 
that the fill dumping was operat-
ing under an order issued by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) to rehabilitate the aggre-
gate site and a question of juris-
diction arose. Did the MNR or-
der supersede the Town’s author-
ity, its jurisdiction and its mora-
torium? 
According to Town CAO Wi-
nanne Grant, the Town posted a 
letter and a work order on the 
property on June 18 because of 
non-compliance with the site 
alteration by-law.  
“It is a matter of enforcement,” 
Ms. Grant said, adding, no site 
alteration application by the 
landowner was submitted to the 
Town.  
However, Mr. Kemerer says the 
province’s rehabilitation order 
overrides both the municipal site 
alteration by-law and the morato-
rium and work to restore the site 
will continue because his client 
must abide by the provincial 
work order.  
“The Town in this has no juris-
diction and the moratorium does-
n’t apply,” he said. “My client 



will proceed to rehabilitate the pit as he is 
legally obligated to do under the Act and the 
Minister’s order.” 
The Ministry of Natural Resources issued 
the rehabilitation order on October 21, 2013 
when they revoked an aggregate extraction 
licence issued to Mr. Marvin Blanchard for 
non-compliance.  
According to the MNR order “you must 
rehabilitate the entire site immediately or, 
the agents of the Trust in accordance with 
subsection 6.1 (5) of the Act, may enter the 
land to carry out such rehabilitation as the 
Trustee considers necessary.”   
It is standard practice in the Province of 
Ontario to rehabilitate expired aggregate 
sites to restore them to their former use. 
According to the Ontario Aggregate Re-
sources Corporation, the rehabilitation of 
aggregate extraction sites has been a re-
quirement since the Pits and Quarries Con-
trol Act was made legislation in 1972.  
Mr. Kemerer said he received written con-
firmation from Town staff in May which 
stated that the Town’s Site Alteration By-
law 2014-0048 did not apply to the rehabili-
tation of gravel pits.  
“If they (the Town) are going to try and en-
force the work order, they are not correct in 
law and they contradict their own earlier 
position,” he said.   
Neighbours in the area have raised concerns 
regarding the quality of fill being used in the 
rehabilitation of the pit and the potential 
impact on their water quality.  
Mr. Kemerer said he understands the pub-

lic’s concern and says the material being 
brought in is clean.  
“It is a requirement of the Ministry of the 
Environment and they police that very seri-
ously. And it’s a requirement of Mr. Blanch-
ard’s agricultural operation. He doesn’t 
want to be farming land that is contami-
nated,” he said.  
Residents also questioned why public con-
sultation was not part of the rehabilitation 
process.  
Both Ms. Grant and Mr. Kemerer confirmed 
that public consultation was not part of the 
provincial order process and it is only a re-
quirement when a site alteration application 
is made at the municipal level.  
“It is a different process,” Mr. Kemerer said, 
adding, he would be happy to discuss the 
requirements of the provincial rehabilitation 
order with any of the residents. 
In a letter sent to the Town of Georgina 
from Mr. Kemerer on July 29, he requested 
the work order be withdrawn. “The Work 
Order is, in our view, not enforceable. Any 
attempts by the Town to enforce it will 
bring significant and unnecessary costs to 
both the Town and our clients,” he wrote.  
Mr. Kemerer said if the Town continues to 
enforce the work or-
der, they will be 
wasting a lot of tax-
payer money and 
resources.  
“My client is simply 
trying to do what he is 
required to by law.”  
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 Life Insurance 

Woohoo! Cheers to Hydro One  
employees who successfully 
worked with the Ministry of 
Natural Resources to relocate a 
family of ospreys inhabiting a 
nest on top of a hydro pole on 
Old Homestead Rd. The pole 
was scheduled to be replaced 
to accommodate new lines 
running along the north side of 
Old Homestead on the crest of 
Hell’s Hill.  
Working with MNR the nest, 
complete with babies, was 
moved to a pole on the south 
side of the road. The chicks 
were removed from the nest 
prior to the move, banded and 
then settled into their new 
home which sported a brand 
new platform. Parents and ba-
bies are doing fine.  
 
I want to send personal best 
wishes to my sister Wanda 
O’Neill as she celebrates her 
60th birthday on August 14. 
Cheers to you, kiddo, and 
here’s to many more!  
 
Happy Birthday greetings go 
out to Brenda Camplin who 

also celebrates her birthday on 
August 14. Hope you have a 
good one, Brenda!  
 
Mom and Dad and big brother 
Tyler send their best wishes 
out to Shayla Langer who 
turns one on August 9. Don’t 
forget to use both hands, 
Shayla, when you dig into the 
chocolate cake.  
 
Congratulations to Kathy Tay-
lor from Kat’s Gallery in Jack-
son’s Point as she celebrates 
25 years in business. Cheers to 
you, Kat!  
 
Just heard that on Sunday, 
August 17 you will be able to 
walk or cycle the new 404 
extension before it opens to 
vehicle traffic in September.  
Start in Newmarket and finish 
in Georgina. Donations will be 
in support of Southlake Re-
gional Health Centre. The 
event starts at 9:30 am and you 
can get more information at 
www.eastgwillimbury.ca,  
 
After nearly two decades of 
leading the Lake Simcoe Re-
gion Conservation Authority 
as Chief Administrative Offi-
cer, Gayle Wood has an-
nounced her retirement. We 
wish her the best and expect to 
hear an announcement shortly 
as the search continues for her 
replacement.  
 
 

Tennyson Tidbits 
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
  

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

  

Brent Shaw  
Owner 

STORE HOURS 
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

The Jackson’s Point Business 
Improvement Association 
(BIA) will host the Third An-
nual Painted Perch Challenge 
on Saturday, August 16 from 
noon to 7:00 pm in the Jack-
son’s Point Parkette.  
“Last year’s event was a huge 
success and this year’s event 
promises to be bigger and bet-
ter with something for the en-
tire family,” said Kathy Tay-
lor, organizer of the event.  
Participants are encouraged to 
purchase one of the blank 
perch wooden canvases from 
local area merchants and deco-
rate it using their creative tal-
ents. Finished perch art will be 
on display to be judged 
through a ‘peoples’ choice’ 
balloting process which will 
produce the winner.  
Five categories will be judged 
this year—two adult competi-
tions for adults 17 and up (best 

painted and best 3D) and three 
for children (best under 6; best 
for 7-11 years of age; and best 
for 12-16.)  
“We still have openings for 
the children’s category so it 
isn’t too late to enter,” Ms. 
Taylor says.  
Prizes will be awarded in the 
form of gift certificates from 
local businesses and contest-
ants have the option to donate 
their fish back for a silent auc-
tion.  
“There will also be games, 
artisans, food, vendors and 
live music in the park all day 
as well as a free photo booth 
to create a personal and fun 
souvenir,” Ms. Taylor said.  
A headline band will take the 
stage at 4:00 pm and a putting 
contest for a chance to win 
two free rounds of golf at the 
Briars Golf Club will also be 
featured.  

Time to paint the Town perch in 
Jackson’s Point  
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BadAss at the ROC 
Nearly 700 BadAss Dash contestants 
from around York Region participated in 
a seven kilometre obstacle course that 
featured 37 obstacles. 
The event was held in support of Autism 
Speaks and is expected to raise close to 
$2,000.00. Local businesses supporting 
the event included Zehrs, Sobeys, No 
Frills, Boston Pizza and CBM.  
“The ROC is an amazing facility and 
certainly one of the best we’ve seen,” 
said Canadian Series president, Ken 
Avann.  

The BadAss Dash event hosted seven event classes and 
included a K9 Companion class—a first for the two-year-
old  international sporting competition. All participants in 
all divisions received a BadAss Dash medal.   
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES 

 

Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers Family Picnic  

Congratulations to PAR organizers 
Garry and Fronie Harpley and their 
team of dedicated volunteers and the 
members of the Pefferlaw and Dis-
trict Lions Club and Lioness for 
making this year’s Family Picnic 
and Antique Car Show an amazing 
success.  
The crowds were huge and it was 
non-stop fun and excitement for kids 
and parents alike as they played 
various games, entered contests, 
participated in crafts and strolled 
amoung the more than 200 
antique vehicles on display.  
Photos: 
1. Madisyn Hill, 6, chomps 
away on her watermelon dur-
ing the children’s watermelon 
eating contest. 
2. Juncheng Guo enjoys a 
piece of anniversary cake pro-
vided by the Pefferlaw Post.  
3. The Weir family took home 

a DVD boom box raffle prize at the 
Pefferlaw Post Movie Night in the 
Park the evening before the picnic.  
4. A 1930 T22 GMC tow truck refur-
bished by Albert Henderson of Pef-
ferlaw.  
5. Sebastian Grigatos, 5, scoops up a 
huge take in Canadian Tire money 
while scrambling to catch as much as 
he could in their wind tunnel.  
6. Shawn Kidman take great care 
painting a pet rock in  the children’s 
craft tent.  

2 

3 
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 Coming Events & Announcements 

The Friends of Beaverton Library will be 
holding a huge book and basket sale at the 
library  the Big Bite on Sun. Aug. 10.  
 

Vocalist and guitarist Noel Johnson will be 
at the Arts Centre on Fri. Aug 15 from 7:00 
to 10:00 pm. Call (905) 722-9587 . 
 

Better get your Painted Perch blank canvas 
and get busy painting for the 3rd Annual 
Painted Perch Challenge from noon to 7:00 
pm at the Jackson’s Pt. Parkette on Sat. 
August 16. 
 

The SPLASH! Beach Bash will be held at 
De La Salle Park on Sat. Aug 16. A day 
full of all things beachy and fun. New beer 
garden, musical entertainment and much 
more.  
 

The Sutton Legion Ladies Auxiliary will 
host a Bingo on Sun. Aug 17. Doors open 
at noon. Games start at 1:00 pm.  
 

Cedardale Church Vacation Bible Camp 
from Aug 18-22. For kids entering JK to 
Gr. 6. To register call (705) 437-2170.  
 

Take part in the 2014 Georgina Senior 
Games and enjoy a variety of competitions 
throughout Georgina from Sept. 9 to Oct. 
2. Contact (905) 476-4301.  
 

The committee organizing the 100th Anni-
versary celebrations of North Union Hall/
Ravenshor School planned for Sept. 13 are 
 

looking for artifacts. Email Lorrie at: 
Lmackness@sympatico.ca   
 
On Sept 13-14, the Chippewas of Georgina 
Island will host their 2014 POW WOW at 
Sibbald Point Provincial Park. Grand Entry 
at noon.  
 

The Georgina Harvest Dinner will take 
place at the Kin Hall in Sutton on Sat. Sep-
tember 13. Doors open at 5:00; Dinner at 
6:00. Tickets available at Bodleys in Pef-
ferlaw; Cori’s and Village Traditions in 
Sutton. Or call (905) 476-5004.  
 

The Georgina Terry Fox Run sets off from 
De La Salle on Sun. Sept. 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
Registrations forms at local libraries.  
 

The Georgina Historical Society will host a 
Harvest Festival at the Georgina Pioneer 
Village on Sat. Sept. 13 from 11:00 am to 
4:00 pm. Celebrate the arrival of autumn 
with vintage farm equipment, food, crafts, 
artisans, vendors, entertainment and more.  
 
The monthly General Meeting topic on 
Tuesday, September 16 for the Georgina 
Historical Society will be “Scottish Heri-
tage” at the Pioneer Village at 7:00 pm.   
 

Nominations are being accepted by the 
Town of Georgina for someone you know 
who is worthy of a Georgina Volunteer 
Award. Contact (905) 476-4301. 


