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New federal funding will allow Chippewas of Georgina Island to lift ‘boil water’ advisory
onstrates our dedication to
Last week, the Chippewas of
ending long-term drinking
Georgina Island received notice
water advisories for First
that the Federal government will
Nations communities in
invest $2.6 million to upgrade the
Ontario.”
island’s water treatment facility.
Although the funding will
Georgina Island residents have
solve the boil water advibeen on a boil water advisory for
sory for those 175 Geortwo years.
gina Island residents on the
The new federal money is in adwest side of the island who
dition to a $2.7 Small Communiare connected to the isties Fund grant received in 2016
land’s town water system,
for the upgrade. The Small ComChief Big Canoe said more
munities Fund is a joint initiative
funding will be needed for
of Infrastructure Canada and the
the second phase of the
Ontario government.
project to address the needs
According to Chief Donna Big
of members living on the
Canoe, the cost to retrofit the
Members of the Georgina Island band council meet with the
east side of Georgina Iscurrent island town water system
Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs Carolyn Bennett
land.
is approximately $6 million and
during a funding announcement that will help to upgrade the
“We still have another
the balance will come from
island’s water treatment facility.
phased approach because
“putting in our own source revemy members on the other
nue,” she said.
side of the island draw their water from
“I am glad indigenous and Northern Afstarted.”
wells and the lake,” she said. “We will
fairs Canada is partnering with us and
Carolyn Bennett, the Minister of Indigecommitting to the rest of the funds needed nous and Northern Affairs, was on the is- need to expand our lines and that is not
to ensure that members of the Chippewas land last week to make the announcement. part of this project.”
of Georgina Island First Nation can look
“Our government is committed to provid- Chief Big Canoe said now that the funding
forward to clean, safe and reliable drinking ing safe, clean and reliable drinking water. for the first phase is in place, tenders will
water. This is a basic necessity for our
It is an honour to be here at Chippewas of be issued and hopefully work can begin
members and that is why the First Nation Georgina Island First Nation to make this next year.
secured over half the funds required from announcement with Chief Big Canoe,” she Once completed, the drinking water advisory will be lifted.
other sources a year ago to get this project said. “Investing in projects like this dem-
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Where is the MURC business plan?
If you go to the bank to secure
funding for a $30 million project, you’d better have a business plan. At the very least,
you’d better be able to show
them a balance sheet identifying annual income and expenses—at least for the first
five years.
The Town of Georgina is embarking on building a Multi Use
Recreational Centre (MURC) in
south Keswick. The cost (in
2014) dollars was estimated to
be about $25 million. We expect by the time it is built, that
number will be much higher.
(The Pefferlaw Ice Pad roof is a
case in point.)
The project has progressed beyond the “should we or shouldn’t we” stage as council is now
looking at securing a site for the
project. But never, in the two to
three years that this project has
been inching forward, have I
seen a business plan.
What will the operating costs
be on an annual basis? $3 million, $5 million?
How much annual revenue is
anticipated?
What will the annual/monthly
membership costs be? Will
there be separate fees for programs?
As much as development
charges will pay a large portion
of the construction costs and
subdivision agreements will
supply the land, part of the construction costs and the annual
operating bill will be on the
taxpayers.
There is no doubt in my mind
that Keswick could use a pool
and they have been asking for
one for years. And a community centre wouldn’t hurt either.
Certainly the growth in that
community, specifically in the
south end, justifies providing
these facilities.
The town of Keswick has a
wonderful supply of private
businesses offering MURCstyle, health and wellness-type
programming such as yoga,
exercise classes, gymnastics,
fitness centres, judo, etc. And

the Town has invested millions
of dollars providing sports facilities for soccer, hockey, baseball, volleyball, skateboarding,
tubing, zip line, ropes course,
BMX course, etc. We’ve invested in walking trails, we’ve
got Lake Simcoe parks and it
behooves me to mention the
planned multi-use recreational
complex in East Gwillimbury
just a few kilometres south of
Keswick.
I don’t know why the Town
wants to go up against private
businesses with MURC programming that will compete
with them. I don’t know if the
East Gwillimbury complex will
draw Georgina users. I don’t
know how much the MURC is
really going to cost to build. I
don’t know how much it will
cost to use the MURC. I don’t
know what the impact of the
MURC’s ongoing operating
and capital costs will be on my
taxes. I don’t know why we
can’t just build a pool with a
community centre for a fraction
of the cost.
The real issue is, I just don’t
know. But a well thought out
business plan would help. After
all, we are the Bank of Georgina.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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As on-line hospitality service sites take off so
do complaints
AirBnB is an on-line marketing and hospitality service that
leases or rents short-term accommodation.
Their website claims it offers
over three million listings in
65,000 cities in 191 countries.
And Georgina is one of the
destinations included on the
site where visitors can choose
from more than 25 listings—
most of which are targeting
vacationing visitors.
Although it has never been
uncommon for cottage owners
to rent out their vacation
homes during peak season,
year-round residents are now
complaining the Air BnB concept and other on-line rental
brokerage sites are bringing in
people who do not respect the
lifestyle of the permanent lakeside area community.
“The issue is simple,” says
Steve Jacobson, a permanent
resident with a lakefront home
in Jackson’s Point. “It’s the
noise, the language, sex and
rowdiness.”
He says prior to the launch of
the Air BnB capability, cottage
owners tended to either rent to
people they knew or family
members.
Now, he says, the technology
that hosts on-line and shortterm brokerage sites makes it
easier and faster for users to
locate vacation rental opportunities and owners are attracted
by the income to help off-set
the cost of their lakefront ownership.

Additionally, he points to the
absentee investors who have
purchased Lake Simcoe properties with the sole intent of
turning the cottage into a vacation rental unit.
“People have turned these
properties into hotels and party
palaces,” Mr. Jacobson says,
adding, “When the police
come, everybody quiets down
for 10 minutes but then they
start up again as soon as the
police leave.”
The AirBnB issue is not new
as various communities are
now struggling with how to
regulate the short-term rental
market. And the motivation for
these communities to come up
with an equitable solution is
driven by factors other than
noise. Short-term rentals in
large communities such as
Toronto are squeezing out the
supply of permanent rental
units for year-round tenants
and eating into the profits of
the hospitality industry which
is subject to commercial taxes.
In Georgina, Town Clerk John
Espinosa says staff have been
fielding complaints from yearround neighbouring residents
who are looking for a solution
to the increased noise and
rowdy parties. He expects
council will discuss the issue at
the upcoming council meeting
on September 6.
Mr. Jacobson says he believes
Georgina council should
Continued on page 7...
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TENNYSON TIDBITS
We want to wish
Doug Doner of
Pefferlaw a very
Happy Birthday.
Doug celebrated
his 85th birthday
on August 19.
Happy Birthday,
Doug!
And, Bev Warner
will be celebrating her birthday
on August 26.
Cheers, Bev. I
hope you have a
A big thank you to 15-yearold Nik Stroganov for this
editorial cartoon. It about
sizes up the chaos at De La
Salle last weekend.
Happy Birthday wishes go
out to Joyce Crittenden from
Jane and Ken. Joyce turns 94
on August 27. Congratulations, Joyce!

great day!

CORRECTION: The
website address for the online Georgina Island UYSS
petition in the August 10 issue had a typo. The correct
website address to sign the
petition is: www.change.org/
GIFNLakeGuardians.
I apologize for the error and
any inconvenience it caused.
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Distracted driving is number one killer on roads
Over the summer months,
from May 1 to August 14
2017, York Regional Police
have issued over1,680 distracted driving tickets each
carrying fines anywhere from
$490 up to $1,000 plus three
demerit points. In the same
period, close to 400 drivers
have been charged with impaired driving offences.
Motorists can be charged with
distracted driving offences if
they are caught using cell
phones, eating, reading,
grooming or tinkering with the
vehicle’s info-tainment system.
In 2016, 4,586 drivers were
issued tickets for distracted
driving and the OPP reports
distracted driving has now
surpassed impaired driving as
the number one killer on the
road.
One of the ways in which
York Regional Police are on
the look-out for distracted
drivers is through their “We’re

on Board—Are You?” campaign—a program that puts
officers on public transit buses
to catch distracted drivers.
York Regional Police have
stated that York Region transit
buses offer officers a unique
vantage point that allows them
to see drivers using handheld
devices while driving.
“Since the launch of the YRT/
VIVA distracted driving initiative in August 2016, officers
have issued four distracted
driving tickets per hour spent
on the bus,” police say.
Statistics now show that eight
of 10 collisions in Canada are
the result of distracted driving.
In Ontario, deaths caused by
distracted drivers have doubled and one person is injured
every 30 minutes as a result of
a distracted driver. It has been
reported that in 2016, distracted driving was a factor in
65 fatal collisions compared to
55 that were speed related and
45 that were alcohol related.
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LSRCA still hopeful land swap will happen
Even though the Province has
said it will not permit a land
swap that would prohibit the
development of Maple Lake
Estates, Mike Walters, CAO of
the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, said he is
“still hopeful”—even though
the LSRCA is processing a Section 28 application that will
allow the development to move
forward once the application is
approved.
The 300 acre Maple Lake Estate (MLE) development has
planning approval and the Section 28 permitting process requires the LSRCA to ensure
plans meet the natural hazards
and heritage protection guidelines that were in place when
the application was first submitted in 2015.
“We would call this an historic
application. It is an old file with
full planning approval,” he said.
“The plan was approved with
conditions and those conditions
are still applicable today.”

The Section 28 application was
put on hold after it was first
submitted to allow the Province
to deal with the proposal to
swap development rights from
the MLE lands to other lands on
Deer Park Rd. owned by the
developer, DG Group.
“We don’t want to see this site
(MLE) developed any more
than the Forest Alliance,” he
said adding, if the land swap
had been approved, the new
Deer Park development would
have to go through all of the
Lake Simcoe Protection Plan
requirements in place today.
Mr. Walters said it was unfortunate that LSRCA appears to be
in an adversarial role because
their end game is the same as
the North Gwillimbury Forest
Alliance, which is to protect the
wetland.
“I am still hopeful,” he said.
“There is process within the
Act that potentially could allow
for a transfer to occur. We are
not giving up hope on that.”
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On-line hospitality service sites
Continued from page 3.
consider regulations for weekend rentals of properties and
insist owners are on-site.
“Families who rent the property for a week aren’t usually
the problem. It’s the group of
weekend partiers who just
want to get drunk, play loud
music and have sex on the
dock,” he said. “There is a
property next door where the
people have turned it into a
business. I don’t have a problem with that if they are there
but the issue is they are not
there.”
Many Ontario communities are
proposing mandatory zoning
changes, licensing, fees and
the registration of short-term
rental properties. Others demand that owners comply with
their Bed and Breakfast business regulations which often
cite the owner must be present.
Mr. Jacobson says zoning and
licensing could be part of the

solution but he says it should
go further.
“I don’t think it goes far
enough. I think it has to be
your primary residence and
you have to be on-site,” he
said. “My cottage is my primary residence but if I can rent
it out for $1,700 a night, I will
go and stay at a hotel for the
weekend and pocket $1,400
bucks. That doesn’t solve the
problem.”
Home and cottage owners who
are taking advantage of this
new age “sharing economy”
also need to look at the liability involved. Most insurance
policies do not cover shortterm rental liability and owners
could be at risk if liability issues arise.
Mr. Jacobson compares the
whole situation to earlier issues surrounding the “sharing
economy” in transportation.
“It’s the Uber problem,” Mr.
Jacobson said. “It’s the same
as Uber.”

279
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YRDSB appoints commissioner
Following an accountability
review and five recommendations from the Education Minister to address human rights
issues, the York Region District School Board (YRDSB)
has established a Human
Rights Office and appointed a
Human Rights Commissioner.
Starting on August 28, Anthony Anirud will be responsible for human rights compliance, process and procedures to
receive and respond to complaints of harassment and discrimination reported by students, families, staff and community members.
“Mr. Anirud’s wealth of experience and expertise will be
an asset to the Board as we
continue to work collaboratively with staff to implement
the Minister’s directives and to
ensure our schools are safe,
welcome and inclusive,” said
Loralea Carruthers, Chair of
the Board.
The York Region District
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STOCK!

SHAW PRO HARDWARE
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO
L0E 1N0
Telephone: (705) 437-2397
Fax: (705) 437-2638
Brent Shaw

STORE HOURS
Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

School Board was strongly
criticized in a recent review
report for its failure to act effectively on human rights and
equity issues.
The investigators conducting
the review interviewed students, parents, staff, community members, trustees, union
and professional association
executive. In the report they
said, “We heard parents and
community members characterize the board’s responses to
their complaints as hostile,
dismissive, arrogant, and inappropriate. We heard of meetings between the director, trustees, senior staff and community members where the behaviour of the board representatives was described as offensive and defensive,”
Mr. Anirud’s career has included senior roles with several
universities supporting equity,
human rights and teaching human rights law as a visiting
lecturer.
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Review recommends significant increases for
planning engineering services
A review of the Town’s development engineering fees in the planning department
says prices have to go up in order to fully
pay for the engineering services provided
by Town staff.
The review looked at the current fee structure for the following planning activities:
site alteration, site plan, subdivisions, COA
(site visits and comments) and complaints.
According to the report delivered to council on August 9, these activities cost approximately $1.1 million on an annual basis. The majority of these costs ($874,899)
are for salary, wages and benefits with the
balance covering overhead expenses. The
Town currently recovers approximately
$465,000.00 in fees—or 42 per cent of the
actual cost of the engineering services.
The review broke down the amount of time
staff spends in each of the categories studied and provided a recommendation on
how much the fees in each case would
have to increase to achieve full cost recovery.
For example, the consultants are recommending increasing the ‘preparation of a

tres
site alteration agreement’ from $6,150 to
$19,065; increasing the engineering fee for
subdivisions from three per cent of the
construction value to 5.4 per cent; the fee
for a major site plan control application to
go from $11,837 to $48,901; and permits
for residential lot grading for construction
of principal buildings, additions, septic
systems, in-ground pools, foundation repairs etc. could more than triple.
Also, additional fees were recommended
for services the Town does not charge for
currently. These include fees to renew site
plan and subdivision applications which
have expired.
Council agreed to authorize staff to arrange
a public Open House on August 30 at the
Kin Hall at 6:00 to receive input from the
public and the development industry.

curfetra
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Town adopts feral cat
pilot project
The Georgina Animal Shelter and the
Georgina Feral Cat Committee will collaborate on a pilot project, approved by
council, to help reduce the feral cat population in Georgina.
A staff report submitted to council on August 9 said the Trap, Neuter, Return
(TNR) pilot project will allow “feral cats
to live out their natural lives in a wild
state, using learned skills to survive,”
while being an effective method of reducing the population, disease and suffering.
To date, community volunteers under the
auspices of the Georgina Feral Cat Committee, have been at the forefront of a
TNR program for two years. More than
one hundred feral cats, at a cost of $100
per animal, were spayed or neutered
within the first year of their program.
A feral cat is defined as a cat which has
not been sufficiently socialized to humans
and is typically not adoptable.
The cats will be humanely trapped, sterilized through the Georgina Animal Shelter
and returned to the area they were trapped
after recovery.

This is a paid advertisement
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Painted Perch Festival — Judges had a difficult job on Saturday, August 12 trying to decide
among 130 entries who the winners of the Painted
Perch competition would be. Here are the winners…
Business: Eustace Pharmasave, Pepperwood Design,
Lake Simcoe Arms
Kids Under 6: Zoe Leeking, Elise Denov, Clare Sedore.
Kids 7-11: Benjamin Code, Kennedy Crockford, Lux
Gordon.
Kids 12-16: Haley Marfleet, Kiana Wilson, Sierra
Wilson
Adult Painted: Ave Richardson, Susanna Watson,
Alice Berger .
Adult 3D: Nancy Banks, Halle Halle, Susanna Watson.
This extremely creative and
beautifully crafted Canada
150 Perch design was submitted by Nancy Banks and won
First Prize in the Adult 3D
category.
The design is made up of more
than a hundred red and white
painted pebbles and small
rocks depicting various Canadian iconic images.

Left: Brent Eustace picks up
first prize in the Business
category with a perch sporting painted scales of drug
capsules.
Right: Halle Halle shows off
her second place entry in the
Adult 3D category with a
perch with scales made from
spoons.

(Left) Haley Marfleet holds up her first prize entry in the Kids 12-16 category. (Centre) Ave Richardson won first prize with this entry in the Adult Painted division. (Right) Sierra Wilson picked up her third place prize in the Kids 12-16 category.

Georgina Arts Centre children campers create public art project for Black River Coffee
Elaine Coates, owner of the Black River
Coffee shop on High St. in Sutton, was in
search of a way to decorate an “ugly wall”
bordering her outdoor patio. She approached Karen Watson, art teacher at the
Georgina Arts Centre, who embraced the
idea for her Children’s Summer Camp Art

Photos: (Right) Elaine Coates,
Jennifer Smitten, Shannon
Schaefer and Karen Watson
admire the 3D stained glass
and tile wall mural.
Inset: Fence painted with bright
yellow sunflowers.

Kat’s Gallery donates park bench
for parkette
Kathy Wilson, the owner and operator of
Kat’s Gallery in Jackson’s Point for over 28
years, waves goodbye from a recycled plastic park bench she has donated to the community.
Fondly known as Kat, Ms. Wilson returned
from her new home in Montreal to help out
with the Annual Painted Perch Festival on
August 12.
(Photo—Left to Right) Andrew Sibbald,
Mayor Margaret Quirk, Ward 4 councillor
Frank Sebo and Jackson’s Point BIA Chair
Steve Jacobson join Kat after the bench was
installed at the corner of Lake Dr. and Dalton Road.

students. After settling on a 3D mosaic
image, stained glass and mosaic tile supplies were provided by Laurie Larson,
Donna Arthurs of Spectrum and Laura
Rutledge from Crock-a-Doodle in Keswick .
Camp councillors, Brooke, Jennifer, Shan-
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non and Owen were on board to help the
students create an 8-piece wall mural and a
hand painted fence. Archie Paaterson and
Jim McSherry provided assistance and the
outcome was proudly unveiled by Ms.
Coates during a ceremony on Saturday,
August 19. Well done, everyone!
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Coming Events & Announcements
The Beaverton Horticulture Society is
holding its Annual Flower Show at 133
Main St. from 1:30 to 4:00 pm on Thursday, August 24.

Loretto Maryholme Spirtuality Centre in
Roches Point will host a 5-Day Silent Retreat from September 10 to 15. Call (905)
476-4013 for more details.

The exhibition of paintings by Georgina
Island artist Dwayne Manitowabi runs
from August 27 to October 1 with an opening reception on Sun. August 27 from 1:00
to 3:00 pm at the Georgina Arts Centre and
Gallery.

On Monday, September 11 the Georgina
Brock Garden Club will host a meeting and
their Flower and Vegetable Show. Starts
at 7:30 pm at the Wilfrid Community Hall.

The Uptown Keswick BIA will host its
annual Harvest Festival on Sat. Sept. 12
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Join the merThe preferred solution for the Jackson’s
chants of Uptown Keswick for a fall family
Point Redevelopment Plan will be unfun day, including vendors market, BBQ's,
veiled at the Ramada Hotel from 5:00 to
7:30 pm on Wednesday, August 30. All are and lots of kids activities!
welcome.
Georgina Senior Games begin on SepOn Tuesday, September 5 at 7:00 pm at
Knox United Church in Sutton, Georgina
Pins and Needles will host their first meeting of the 2017/2018 season. (905) 7225800 for more information.

tember 12 and will run until Oct. 20. Check
www.georgina.ca for more details.
Ready, set GO...to North Gwillimbury Park
on Sunday, September 17 for the Annual
Georgina Terry Fox Run. Register at 8:30
am and run starts at 10:00 am. 1K, 5K or
10K. Food, music, kids’ zone. Everyone
welcome.

If you live in Wards 1, 2 or 3 you may
want to check out and submit your comments on the new ward boundaries at
www.georgina.ca prior to the by-law being The Georgina Historical Society’s
monthly members meeting on Tuesday,
passed on September 6.
September 19 at 7:00 pm at the Noble
House in the Georgina Pioneer Village. All
Christ Church Roches Point ACW will
welcome!
hold a Rummage and Bake Sale on Sat.
Sept. 9 from 8:00 am to noon. Call (905)
Check out the Geor476-3491 for more information.
gina Pioneer Village
on Saturday, SeptemThe Georgina Harvest Dinner will be
ber 23 at 11:00 am for
held at The Link on Sat. Sept. 9 at 6:30 pm.
the start of the old
Tickets are $45. Call (905) 476-4301 ext.
fashioned Harvest
2354.
Festival. Vintage farm
equipment, food,
On Sat. September 9, Lakeview Manor in
crafts, local fruits and
Beaverton will host a 50th Anniversary
vegetables, vendors,
celebration of the facility from 11:00 am
historic demonstrato 3:00 pm. Activities will include a BBQ,
tions, hot apple cider,
games, wellness displays etc.
live music, and more.

RIXON MANOR

(Pefferlaw & Lions Housing
Corporation

This 26 unit not-for-profit
seniors’ residence is
actively seeking new
Board members.
Do you have an interest in
affordable local Housing
for Seniors and a background or skills in Administration, Governance,
Policy Development or
Law?
We’d love your help.
Find out more by contacting:
Duncan Goodwin, CPA, CGA
(current Chair), or Nancy Cleland,
Administrator at (705) 437-3188 or
lionshousing@gmail.com

