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Town initiates study to determine who owns Lake Drive water lots
Council has asked staff to begin a mapping the road allowance lying between the travprocess that will help them develop a pol- elled road and the shoreline.”
These improvements include fences,
icy to settle the centuries-old question of
hedges, landscaping, retaining walls, boatwho owns the 13 kilometers of indirect
lakefront along Lake Dr. N. and Lake Dr. houses, cabins, sheds and cabanas.
However, the Town has
E.
made it clear that alAccording to a report
though they may own the
submitted to council on
land to the water’s edge,
Tuesday, July 14 the
it does not object to abut2.5 kms of town-owned
“Take two aspirins and
ting property owners
road allowance along
making reasonable use
Lake Dr. N. from
get plenty of rest.”
and maintaining the road
Church St. to Boyers
allowance between the
Rd. in Keswick measRusty Russell
travelled road and the
ures 66 feet inland from
lake.
the shoreline. The same
This is not the first time a
applies to the 10.7 kms
council has had to deal with the water lot
along Lake Dr. E. from Eastbourne to
ownership issue. According to the report,
Jackson’s Point.
For the indirect lakefront property owners Town staff and past Councils tried to adalong these routes who must cross the road dress the issue of ownership of Lake Drive
in front of their homes to access the water shoreline decades ago but nothing was
lot fronting their property, this could mean ever formalized.
formalizing a land use agreement with the In 1992 and again in 2006, the Town hired
Town unless the waterfront lot is deeded. lawyer Rusty Russell to investigate the
ownership question and he concluded that
Direct waterfront owners will not be afa valid municipal road allowance was laid
fected.
“This has been a complex historical issue out between Eastbourne and Jackson’s
Point by the Quarter Sessions Court in
involving different opinions,” the report
states. “Over a long period of time, cottage 1835 having a width of 66 feet measured
from the shoreline. In his report to council
development took place and owners used
and made improvements to the portion of during that time, Mr. Russell suggested

everyone “take two aspirins and get plenty
of rest.”
The July 14 report states that the ownership question is one of the difficult aspects
of adopting a policy with the Lake Drive.
Some abutting owner’s deeds include language suggesting that the owners own land
on the lake side of the travelled road,
whereas the Russell opinions are quite
definitive in their conclusion that no such
conveyances were validly made, the report
states.
Although many owners continue to believe
they own portions of the road allowance, it
is hoped the mapping and resulting baseContinued on page 10...
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Hooray to our volunteers!
If you are a resident of Georgina
you can’t help but appreciate the
herculean efforts of our volunteer
workforce over the summer
months.
This year it started out with the
torch run on June 26 when dozens of volunteers helped Georgina celebrate the coming of the
PanAm Games at the Ice Palace.
Next up was the Music in the
Street Festival on June 27—a
massive undertaking by Connors
Music supported by dedicated
volunteers.
And then there was Canada Day,
a day-long celebration that could
not have happened without the
commitment and support of over
200 volunteers and Town staff.
On July 11, 35 volunteers
worked hard to ensure that hundreds of kids and their families
enjoyed a free family fishing day
at the Peninsula Resort in Pefferlaw.
The very next weekend, volunteers from the Georgina Historical Society guided a bus full of
history buffs across town for a
very interesting historical bus
tour.
On the same day, more volunteers were in Egypt making sure
friends and neighbours there
were enjoying the Great Egypt
Camel Races and BBQ for their
Homecoming Weekend.
It was only a week later on July
25 when the town of Sutton came
alive with the Festival on High
and Duck Races—again, organized and run by a group of hardworking BIA volunteers.
Then back to Pefferlaw. Three
dedicated and committed local
service groups run by volunteers,
the Pefferlaw Ratepayers Association, the Pefferlaw Lions and
Pefferlaw Lioness, showcased
one of Georgina’s premier summer events, the Pefferlaw Family
Picnic.
And of course, there is the 160th
edition of the Sutton Fair and
Horse Show on August 6, 7, 8,
and 9. This time-honoured tradition could only happen with the
help of between 400 and 500
volunteers. Some are there for a
day, others are there for a week,
but most are working year-round
as the planning for the next one

begins as soon as the fences
come down on this one.
And then there are the volunteers
signed up for the Splash Festival
at De La Salle on Saturday, August 15, not to mention the Perch
Festival taking place on the same
day at the Jackson’s Point Parkette. Again, all orchestrated by a
team of volunteers. And, I haven’t even mentioned the church
activity volunteers, the Food
Pantry volunteers or the smaller
community events that are also
delivered on a volunteer basis.
For me, these people are the unsung heroes of our community—
it is their hard work and commitment that makes Georgina a great
place to live. And it’s nice to see
the Town recognize their efforts
with the Annual Volunteer
Awards to be held on November
24. So if there is someone special
you believe deserves this recognition, why not nominate them?
The deadline is September 21
and the forms are in the libraries.
Cheers to each and every one of
you and thank you!
Karen Wolfe, Editor.
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PAR Family Picnic draws them in
A huge round of applause is
extended to Garry and Fronie
Harpley and the Pefferlaw Association of Ratepayers (PAR)
volunteers for their tireless work
in organizing another successful
Pefferlaw Family Picnic.
Set on the heels of one of Georgina’s most violent storms this
summer, the sun broke out on
Monday, August 3 as thousands
of people came out to enjoy the
free fun and games that have

(Above) A bald eagle
swoops in for a piece
of meat during a demonstration at the Live
Birds of Prey interactive exhibit.
(Right) Contestants
dive into a bowl of
watermelon to try and
win the watermelon
eating contest.

become synonymous of this
event.
The Pefferlaw Lions were there
with their highly successful Antique Classic Car Show and their
famous BBQ concession. Other
fun-filled events included a 60
ft. maze, a climbing wall, the
Canadian Tire wind tunnel, hot
wings eating contest, Cow Patty
Bingo and so more.
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Tennyson Tidbits
We fondly bid adieu to Teresa
Millar, her husband Bill and
daughter Erin as they start a
new chapter of their lives out
in British Columbia. Teresa
has been a good friend and a
tremendous supporter of the
paper for 10 years. We wish
her well (and will make note
of her new address, just in
case!)

Wanda O’Neill as she celebrates a birthday on August
14. (I decided I wouldn’t publish her age since she gives me
grief every year when I do.)
Have a good one, Sis!

Congratulations to Ed Winacott who brought home a
bronze medal while competing
in the Canadian National
White Water Championships
The two-car accident at Peffer- in Chilliwack B.C.
law Rd. and Durham Rd. 23
last weekend when six people It is with deep sadness that we
were sent to hospital with seri- extend our sincere condolences to the family and
ous injuries has prompted a
renewed interest by local resi- friends of Marg Pallett. Ms.
Pallett passed away on Friday,
dents to have a set of traffic
lights installed at this intersec- July 31 at the age of 71.
Margaret was an inspiring
tion. The opening of the 404
teacher, tireless volunteer and
Highway to Ravenshoe Rd.
legendary baker. She was
has certainly changed traffic
passionate about her family
patterns in Georgina and the
and would do anything to help
Region of York should be
reacting to this reality as resi- a friend. Her strength, wisdents in Udora and Ravenshoe dom and butter tarts will be
truly missed. A Celebration of
try to adjust.
Life will be held at Egypt
We send out best wishes out to Hall on Aug. 22 at 1:00 pm.

Egypt patriarch dies at 95
Everyone who has lived in the
area for some time will recognize the name Ken Smockum.
But not because he was a boisterous personality—in fact, he
was just the opposite.
He was a farmer and
with his wife of 70
years by his side, he
helped raise eight children, each of whom
went on to honour
their father with proud
achievements of their
own.
Ken served his community in many ways
with dignity, grace and honesty. His name for many years
was synonymous with the
achievements of the Sutton
Fair and Horse Show and he
was honoured with a Life Time
Member citation for his dedication and contributions over
the years.
In 1964 he was elected to
Georgina council where he

remained undefeated for over
26 years. “He was a great mentor to many councillors, rookie
and veteran alike,” his son
Brian told the standing room
only crowd at the
Egypt Hall during
his eulogy on August 4.
And, the Egypt Hall
itself was a crowning accomplishment
for Ken when the
doors were first
opened in 1989. “At
the time, the landscape architect recommended that we fill the yard
with swales, berms and shrubbery. Dad responded that he
would prefer to fill the yard
with children,” Brian said.
Ken Smockum has left a long
and lasting legacy of generosity of spirit on his family, his
neighbours and his community.
He will long be remembered
and forever missed.
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LED streetlights coming to Georgina
Georgina’s future is set to get a whole lot
brighter—literally.
The Town of Georgina has given the goahead to RealTerm Energy to move forward with switching approximately 4,232
street lights from high pressure sodium
vapour lamps to light-emitting-diode
(LED) technology. The move is expected
to save approximately $354,000 annually
in energy and maintenance costs.
“We are excited to be implementing this
green technology that Council approved in
the 2015 budget,” said Dan Pisani, Director of Operations and Engineering. “This
initiative is a win-win as we will be saving
money while also lessening our impact on
the environment as LED lights are about
60 per cent more efficient than old streetlight technology. Many municipalities are
moving in this direction and I think residents will be happy with the end result.”
The contract signed with RealTerm Energy means the capital up-front costs of
approximately $2.5 million will be met
by the supplier but repaid by the Town
over 10 years using the accumulated energy savings of $2.75 million. The Town
will also receive approximately $33,000
annually from RealTerm in rebates from

the energy savings.
The switch to LED is expected to reduce
Georgina’s street light electricity consumption from approximately 2.5 million
kWh annually to 1.5 million kWh—
reducing its annual energy bill from
$459,000 to $184,000.00.
RealTerm Energy will operate and be responsible for all streetlight maintenance
for the full 10 years of the contract saving
the Town an additional $78,000 a year. In
addition, the company reports an annual

Typical LED lamp being installed
greenhouse gas reduction of 150 metric
tonnes as a result of the LED conversion.
Scheduled to begin this month, the six
month installation work is not expected to
produce major disturbances to residents
and business owners. The Town will provide clear signage directing motorists
around installation locations.

Festival on High a ducky affair

The 2015 edition of the Festival
on High featured the everpopular duck races which saw
more than $2,000 in prize
money being won by ticket
holders of the fastest ducks to
cross the finish line.
Pictured above is a familiar
Black River mallard cheering on
yellow plastic versions of the
duck species.
The 10 winners of the first race
each won $100—Elliott Boylin,

Nikki Hughes, Diana Green,
Laura Lipschitz, Esther Giddings, Jack Beaudrow, Sheila
Haidon, John Nathzos, Ruth
Robertson and Esther Giddings.
Race two awarded Ryan Cronsberry $250 for first place, Rob
Hughes $312 for second place
and Wayne Lance picked up
$208 for third place.
Kudos to all sponsors and Sutton BIA volunteers for organizing and supporting this event.
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Lots of Record Committee alleges
A group of citizens is alleging
wrong-doing by a Georgina
Civic Centre employee and
says the 2011 development
charges by-law was mishandled and ultimately resulted in
taxpayers spending $460,000
on a failed lawsuit.
The group, The Committee of
Lots of Record, is represented
by local builder Tim Danbrook, Martin Nash and John
McLean and the group wants
Georgina Treasurer Rebecca
Mathewson held accountable
for “neglecting to advise them”
of a July 18, 2011 meeting
when council decided to levy
development fees on previously exempted lots of record.
A lengthy legal battle concluded in 2014 when a three
judge Superior Court panel
found that the Town of Georgina had denied the lot owners
procedural fairness. As a result, all fees collected between
2011 and 2014 were required
to be repaid and all legal costs
were expensed to the Town.
However, the Committee’s
grievance against Ms.
Mathewson remains unresolved. The ongoing dispute
focuses on whether or not Ms.
Mathewson gave the Lots of
Record owners appropriate
notice of the July 18, 2011
meeting when the development
charges by-law was passed.
While the judges found the
Town had denied procedural
fairness to the lots of record
owners, they declined to rule
specifically on whether or not
Ms. Mathewson sent out the
email notices she insists were
sent on July 15, 2011. Ultimately, the court found that it
was not necessary to resolve
this particular factual conflict
in order to reach its decision.
When asked for comment, former Mayor Rob Grossi said his
decision to continue with the
lawsuit was based on Ms.
Mathewson’s claim that she
had contacted the lot owners as

directed by him at a council
meeting on June 20, 2011.
“Ms. Mathewson on many subsequent discussions on this
issue reported back to Council
that she had done so, as directed,” Mr. Grossi said.
“Clearly from the testimony of
others and what the court interpreted, Ms. Mathewson did not
complete the obligations that
were voluntarily imposed and
did not tell the Council that she
had not.”
Mr. Grossi also said, “I have
always taken great offence and
I made my feelings well known
to the CAO, Ms. Grant and
other members of the previous
Council that the continuation
of these procedures were a
result of Ms. Mathewson not
fulfilling the directions of
Council. She (Ms. Grant)
agreed with me and we were
all waiting for the right to appeal. The election obviously
took me out of the picture and I
have never been asked by anyone my thoughts subsequent to
the denial of the right to appeal.”
Another former member of
council, who wished to remain
anonymous, said the decision
to move forward with the law
suit was based on information
provided by Ms. Mathewson.
On May 26, 2015, The Committee for Lots of Record outlined its allegations of wrongdoing in writing and asked
Mayor Margaret Quirk and
CAO Winanne Grant to review
their claims and their request
that Ms. Mathewson accept
responsibility for the $460,000
taxpayers spent on legal fees.
Specifically, the Committee
alleges that Ms. Mathewson
improperly handled the processing of the 2011 development charges by-law; improperly and deliberately denied the
rights of a group of tax payers;
provided under oath, accidentally or otherwise, misinformation; and the misinformation
Continued on page 7...
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wrong-doing by Town staff member
Continued from page 6.
and other steps taken by Ms.
Mathewson had the effect of
covering up the wrong-doing
and caused a prolonged legal
battle.
The communiqué also suggests
the Town may face liability for
negligent misrepresentation—a
common-law duty of care tort
that requires municipalities to
ensure they provide information
which is accurate, true and not
misleading.
“It is clear based simply on the
documents on the record in this
file, that the Town has some
exposure in the context of civil
litigation,” the Committee
claims.
The written submission by the
Committee proposed one of two
remedy opportunities to move
forward: 1) that Ms.
Mathewson accept responsibility for the mishandling of the
by-law and subsequent law suit
and council determine appropriate disciplinary action or; 2)
council agree to an independent
investigation of the allegations.
In an interview with Town of
Georgina CAO Winanne Grant
and Mayor Margaret Quirk, it
was confirmed that the Town is
in receipt of the written allegations and is undertaking a review of the file. Ms. Grant said
she reviewed the file at the conclusion of the legal battle and
she did not find any evidence of
wrong-doing.

“At the time when I started to
carry the file, I had gone
through the process and I didn’t
have any concerns and I didn’t
find anything irregular or anything to note,” she said. “Could
we have done better—yes, we
could have done better. Did
anyone lie—I have not determined in anyway, shape or
form that anyone lied.”
However, in light of the allegations brought forward by the
committee, she said another
review is being conducted and
the findings will be reported to
council once the review is complete.
“Until I complete that review I
feel it would be irresponsible to
respond to any questions,” Ms.
Grant said.
Ms. Grant provided the Georgina Post with records from the
Town’s IT department that
demonstrate the emails sent out
to six of the affected builders
left the Town’s server on July
15, 2011. However, all of the
lot of record owners who had
requested notification have denied receiving the notice and
none attended the July 18, 2011
council meeting when the bylaw was passed.
Ms. Grant has said an official
response by the Town to the
allegations would not be forthcoming until after her report
has been dealt with by council.
The issue is expected to be discussed during a closed session
on August 11, 2015.

Email: Ybele.koster@gmail.com
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160 years of Fair tradition celebrates 100 years of 4H Ontario
(Left) Jenn
McCabe,
sponsored
by
Hutchings
Farm in
Pefferlaw
takes home
the crown as
the 45th
Sutton Fair
Ambassador.
(Right) Mac
Shepherd
rocked with
his song
“Hold Back
the River” to
become the
12th
Georgina
Idol.
Oh, what a night!
Visitors attending opening day of the 160th
edition of the Sutton Fair and Horse Show
did not go away disappointed with the quality of competitors vying for two of the
Fair’s most coveted trophies.
Four young residents, Kaylan Patterson,
Jayme Lynn Reed, Danyal Ahmed and Jenn
McCabe all captivated the audience during
the Ambassador competition but Jenn

McCabe’s poised and faultless delivery won
her the title of Sutton Fair Ambassador.
Danyal Ahmed was named first runner up.
In the Georgina Idol competition the judges
had to be torn by the tremendous performances by all 10 finalists. In the end, 14 yearold Mac Shepherd took home the $1,000
prize, Jamie McSween, also 14, won $300
for second prize and Samantha Sebo won
$200 and third prize. Congratulations to

every one of these talented performers.
(Below Left to Right) Councillor Dan
Fellini, Mayor Margaret Quirk and Councillor Dave Neeson serve up hamburgers for
$1.60 at the Council BBQ.— Faith Anderson, 10, takes a spin on the Hang Glider.—
Eight competitors for the Junior Ambassador title wait for their turn at the mic. The
winner had not been announced prior to
press time but we congratulate them all.

 Life Insurance
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Letter to the Editor…
“The law is a ass, a idiot.” (Charles
Dickens) For sure in this case, if adopted,
which I am sure it won't, despite the inexperience of this council (who are still trying to
figure things out), browbeaten by a sly, manipulative staff. Those responsible should not
have their contracts renewed. They obviously
place their importance above those they purport to serve.
Ms. Mayor, I want to take legal action
against John Slykhuis who said mean things
about me. I'm glad there is an infinite amount
of money I can spend, courtesy of the taxpayers of Georgina. He said I was an idiot, a
jackanapes, a poltroon, a pompous bureaucratic jackass with a superiority complex, a
dunce, a dullard, a nitwit, a nincompoop.
Well, if the shoe fits. (Insert name here).
Not sure that supporters of this idiocy recognize the essential value of a free and open
democracy where free speech is valued
above all else - certainly above the tender
sensibilities of public 'servants' whose salaried generous sustenance, depends on the
very public they seek to muzzle.
Of course the response will be, no, we're not
trying to do that. We just want to ensure our
reputations are not unfairly sullied.
If your reputation is a good one, it will withstand assault. An unfair comment or insult,

Re: Defamation provision in indemnification by-law
will just bounce off the armour of a true professional with a real reputation. Apparently a
few of those in the civic centre are concerned
about their vulnerability. Too bad.
Cases in point: former CAO Stan Armstrong
and town engineer Bob Maglouglen, skin as
thick as a rhinoceros. They took the bulk of
stick consistently, with good grace and a
measured response to the often fevered attacks they had to endure.
It's tough enough already, making a presentation to council in front of a large audience,
especially under the supercilious glare of
staff anticipating a critique of their recommendations to council. This will definitely
chill free debate.
The Supreme Court has already spoken. At
the end of the day, this thing is illegal and
will not withstand a challenge. Unfortunately, you'll have to pay for it. Shelve this
bylaw. It was suggested and supported by
idiots lucky to have a good job - a job you're
paying for. Any councillors who think this is
a good thing should be bounced in the next
election. To be sure, it's a rookie, inexperienced council which still has a lot to learn.
There are laws of libel and slander already in
place. They just want to use your money to
hire a high-priced lawyer. You? Well you're
on your own sucker.

See your latest tax bill? Stop wasting our
time and our money. Get to work. Find ways
to cut our taxes instead of indulging in bullshit.
I'm astonished it even made it to the council
agenda.
Love to see the minutes of the staff meeting
where this nonsense was first brought up.
Whoever did, their contract should not be
renewed. How much time and our money has
already been spent for staff to develop the
torturous legal mumbo-jumbo in a futile attempt justify it?
Danny Ironside, read 'em the riot act. Margaret...what the hell? Another report? More
staff time wasted on our dime?
Plaudits to Karen Wolfe of the Georgina Post
for telling them to go to hell. The Advocate
also criticized it, but mildly.
If this were dropped on the desk of the late
Bob Johnston, (my predecessor as Advocate
editor and subsequent mayor) he would have
made a paper airplane out of it and directed it
into the pinhead of the presenter. I would
have made a different use out of it, if I were
out of toilet paper.
So sue me.

John Slykhuis
Sutton
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Lake Drive indirect lakefront
ownership in question
Continued from page 3.
line data will bring closure to
the argument.
In addition to the ownership
issue is the concern over liability and once the mapping and
evaluation project is completed,
council has asked staff to prepare policies and encroachment
agreements to spell out what
can and what cannot be done
on the town owned water lots.
In addition, “the agreement
most importantly indemnifies
the Town,” the report states.
Staff have determined that encroachment agreements are a
viable tool to be used by the
Town to control the shoreline
development and “staff feels
this is a fair and equitable
approach after ownership has
been established.”
As far as existing structures
now located on these water lots
are concerned staff is of the
opinion that the new policy
should permit minor work such
as reroofing, new siding and
painting, but no work requiring
a building permit would be
allowed.
Additionally, staff recommends
that the new policy not permit
water or sewage hookups to
existing structures.
“Formally approving the policy
would allow staff to manage
visual appeal and add control
over the development of Town
owned lands,” the report states.
“By seeking encroachment
agreements with the abutting
owners, where existing structures and plantings have been
constructed without approval of
the Town, the Town is proposing a compromise with a reasonable approach going forward. Such encroachment
agreements would include indemnification clauses protecting the Town from risk and
liability if someone were to be
injured.”
Councillor Naomi Davison
raised the issue of exclusivity
and whether or not a policy and

encroachment agreement would
be granting the abutting property owners exclusive use to
the water lots in cases where
the Town has been declared the
owner.
“Is this policy now officially
giving exclusive use of Town
property to the abutting landowners?” she asked. “We seem
to have done that in a casual
way up until now but I would
like to know if we are doing
that now in a permanent way?”
Mr. Michael Bigoni, the Town
of Georgina solicitor, acknowledged the issue and said the
subject of exclusivity would
have to be addressed in the
upcoming draft of the encroachment agreements.
This issue was also raised by a
Lake Drive property owner
who has sent a letter to
neighbours asking for support
“to start a unified legal action
to stop the Town in its tracks.”
The letter suggests the Town
wants to “confiscate” and
“appropriate” the 66 feet of
road allowance the Town says
it currently owns and it questions the impact of encroachment agreements on abutting
property owners with respect to
privacy enforcement, liability
and property values. The letter
also ponders why Hedge Road
properties are not being included in the Town’s plans.
According to the Director of
Operations & Engineering Dan
Pisani, the mapping, evaluation
and baseline data will need to
be completed prior to reporting
back to council with a proposed
policy and encroachment
agreement. Notice will be
given to the public and advertised as a public meeting to
offer affected property owners
an opportunity to make comment.
The July 14 report to council
can be found on the Town’s
website at www.georgina.ca
under Mayor and Council
Agendas and Minutes.
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And, the race is on...
Coming out of the gates even
before the election was called
was York Simcoe Liberal candidate Shaun Tanaka with a
campaign launch event at Boston Pizza in Keswick on July
23. She and her team have
been working hard recently
hosting events throughout the
riding as she prepares to take
on the formidable Progressive
Conservative incumbent, Peter
Van Loan.
Ms. Tanaka told an enthusiastic and supportive crowd that
the York Simcoe riding has
suffered neglect at the hands of
the Conservative government
and its potential for success has
been squandered by the incum-

“It’s time for change and that
change means more than just
an empty slogan on a Conservative constituency office that
is growing very dusty.”
Ms. Tanaka was supported at
the event by Ontario Premier
Kathleen Wynne who told the
crowd that she wants a Federal
government that will be a partner to work with the provinces
as they make investments in
infrastructure and services.
“The Federal government has
decided because we are a Liberal government and we’ve
made different decisions in
terms of investment that they
are going to stand in our way,”
Premier Wynne said. “They are

(Left to Right) Premier Kathleen Wynne, Federal Liberal Association President Scott Crone, Federal Liberal Candidate Shaun
Tanaka, Georgina Mayor, Margaret Quirk.
bent MP and the Federal government. .
“This is a riding that has every
potential to realize the Canadian dream but because of Federal neglect it is stagnant, it is
forgotten and it’s suffering
because our Federal government has made it impossible
for people to realize their
dreams,” she said adding “The
Canadian dream is not lost, it
has been stolen from us.”
She said the Federal government’s role is to create the necessary conditions for success
with national strategies which
support education, transit,
health care, affordable housing,
the environment and economic
development.

not going to support us as we
put in place the Ontario Retirement Pension Plan to make
sure that people have a decent
retirement. I would be quite
happy to have a Federal government that would enhance
the Canadian pension plan.
That is our first choice and
trust me, when Justin Trudeau
is Prime Minister, I’ll be right
there with him working on the
enhancement of the Federal
pension plan.”
In her closing remarks, Ms.
Tanaka echoed the sentiments
of Ms. Wynne when she said,
“if Stephen Harper refuses to
lead the way, he should get out
of the way.”
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Angelo’s—a Keswick icon for almost 50 years
business philosophy are one
In the late 1960s as a young
impressionable teenager, I often and the same—hard work, a
quality product and good custravelled from Pefferlaw to
Keswick to check out the latest tomer service. “When you have
fashions at Angelo’s. It seemed these, the customer will come
back,” he says.
every time I noticed someone
Over the years he has seen
wearing a hip new outfit, they
enormous changes in the fashinvariably had purchased it at
ion industry and an expanded
Angelo’s.
range of colours and material
I remember being served by a
choices have led the way. But
good-looking, impeccably
dressed gentleman
with faultless posture and a quiet
demeanour.
That was nearly 50
years ago and although much has
changed in the fashion industry, Angelo Pillon, now 81,
is still goodlooking, has faultAngelo Pillon has been the face of
less posture, is imKeswick fashion for almost 50 years.
peccably dressed
and continues to serve his cus- he has also watched as old fashion designs have resurfaced a
tomers with that same quiet
generation later, now cut from
attention to detail.
new fabric and available in difMr. Pillon will celebrate 50
years as a Keswick merchant in ferent colours. “What was old is
new again,” he says.
2016. His impossibly stocked
clothing and shoe store located Mr. Pillon stays away from low
in the Glenwoods Plaza in Kes- quality product lines. He has
over 5,000 pairs of shoes in
wick is the third iteration of
Angelo’s Men and Ladies Fash- stock and he proudly says he
doesn’t want to compete with
ion & Footwear retail store.
He told me he came to Canada the Big Box stores with low
quality products.
from Italy in 1954 with only
$13 in his pocket. After work- “My quality of stock is my
ing hard in a French pastry shop competitive edge,” he says. “I
still have the quality customers
in Toronto, he moved to Keswick and opened his first cloth- want.”
After working 16 and 18 hour
ing store in the River Edge
days most of his life, Mr. Pillon
Plaza in 1966.
is able to take things a little
“Canada is still a country
easier now. His daughter, Rosewhere, if you are willing to
work hard, you can still have a anne, who began working at the
store at the age of 11, has taken
good future,” Mr. Pillon said.
Angelo’s soon outgrew its ini- over some of his responsibilitial 1,000 sq. ft. offering and in ties. “But I will never retire,” he
says. “I might slow down but
1977, Mr. Pillon built a separate 9,000 sq. ft. building where I’ll never be able to stay away
the Queensway Market is now from the store. When I am at
home, my mind is on the store.
located.
This is my life.”
“Fashion never ends and you
always have to be ahead of it,” When I asked him how he was
able to remain so fit at the age
he says. “I always wanted to
of 81, he calmly responded, “I
see a customer go out of the
get up early every day and work
store looking good.”
out.”
His competitive edge and his
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MNR investigating beaver caught in leg-hold trap
A member of one of Canada’s historic
national symbols can give thanks to the
quick response of several local residents
who stepped in and saved the life of a beaver who was on the verge of drowning
when he got caught in a leg-hold trap.
Cathy Steele stopped to investigate after
hearing something thrashing in a pool of
water as she walked her dog along Forestry
Drive in the Woodlands Subdivision in
Pefferlaw on July 22.
“There was a stake in the water and I saw a
head come out but it seemed to be stuck by
the stake somehow,” she said.
Fortunately an OPP officer happened by
and Ms. Steele flagged him down to see if
he could offer some assistance.
After identifying the animal as a beaver
caught in a leg-hold trap attached to the
stake and set below the water’s surface,
Gail Lenters from the Shades of Hope Animal Reserve in Pefferlaw was called.
“When I got there you could see the beaver
had his nose above the water, was thrashing around and trying to breathe. There
was a stake in the water so we realized he
was trapped” Ms. Lenters said.
She said with the help of the OPP officer

she was able to break the stake and remove
the beaver with the trap still attached to his
foot.
She said she was unable to remove the
trap herself but the beaver’s luck was still
holding when she contacted local veterinarian Dr. Woodley who just happened to
be having lunch at the Belvedere.
“He was able to take the trap off outside of
the Belvedere and I took the beaver back
to our rehab,” she said.
After x-rays confirmed that there were no
fractures, Ms. Lenters
kept the animal for a
week until the swelling in his foot went
down and then released him back into
the pond from where
he was rescued.
Ms. Lenters says she
believes leg-hold traps
are still legal and
widely used across
Canada but she questions the safety angle
of setting a trap so
close to a residential

area and suggested there are more humane
ways to control wildlife populations. “If
you are going to trap you don’t allow the
animal to suffer and those leg-hold traps
cause such, such suffering,” she said.
Witnesses in the area provided their version of who could be responsible for setting the trap and Ms. Lenters said the information has been passed along to the
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR).
MNR has confirmed that the file is an active investigation.
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Market Street Bakery official opening

The Market Street Bakery in Sutton held its official opening
on Thursday, July 23 and celebrated by handing out a piece
of cake to customers and well-wishers. Mayor Margaret
Quirk marked the occasion by presenting the owners, Senna
and Kostas Kyriopoulos, with a Town of Georgina plaque.
(Photo L to R) Pastry Chef Karry Sawatsky, Kostas Kyriopoulos, Mayor Margaret Quirk, Senna Kyriopoulos, and
Baker Les Nagy.

Now here is something you can really
sink your teeth into
In an effort to
raise some money
for St. George’s
and St. James
Anglican Church,
members of the
parish are hosting
a “Butter Tart
Challenge” at the
Painted Perch
Festival on Saturday, August 15 at
the Jackson’s Point Parkette.
The entry fee is $5 and contestants will be required to
submit one dozen of their finest butter tarts on the morning
of the event.
Prizes include $100 in gift
certificates from Kat’s Gallery
as well as prizes from Eustace
Pharmasave and the Lake
Simcoe Arms.
Butter tarts are considered a
truly Canadian dessert. Their
origins date back to early pioneers and most recipes don’t
vary too far from butter,

sugar, syrup and egg (raisins
and nuts optional).
It has been suggested that the
traditional butter tart has 577
calories and 25.2 grams of fat,
but who is counting!
After judging, the remaining
butter tarts will be available
for sale along with many other
delectable items featured at
the festival bake sale.
Entrants should register at
Kat’s Gallery in Jackson’s
Point or call contest coordinator Fran Lawson at
(905) 722-9584.
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BADASS Dash at the ROC
Hundreds of competitors maneuvered
dozens of obstacles to bring awareness
to autism during the BADASS Dash
event on Saturday, August 1 at the ROC.
The event featured four separate classes
of events including an Elite Division, a
Recreation Division, a Kids’ Class and a
K9 Companion Class.
Thirteen BADASS events every year
held throughout the U.S. and Canada
supports Autism Speaks and raise thousands of dollars each year to support
global biomedical research to find a
cure.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
For an opportunity to give expression to
your soul through art, Loretto Maryholme
in Roches Point invites you to sign up for
their Art Retreat on September 16. Email:
Cedardale Church in Pefferlaw will be host- booking@lorettomaryholme.ca
ing a Vacation Bible Camp from Mon.
Aug. 17 to Fri. Aug 21 from 9:00 to 11:45 The Georgina Historical Society is hosting
their Annual Harvest Festival at the Georam. To register call (705) 437-2170.
gina Pioneer Village on Sat. Sept. 19. If you
The one-act comedy, Readings with Wine would like to get involved, please contact
will be held at the Briars Resort on Wed.
Jackie at jackiediasio@rogers.com
Aug. 26 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. Tickets $35.
Knox United Church will host their Second
Register for the Lake Simcoe Arms “Golf
Annual Pig Roast at the Pefferlaw Lions
Fore Hospice” tournament to be held at the Community Centre on Sat. Sept. 19. Call
Briars Golf Club on Wed. Sept. 9. Call
(905) 722-3742 for tickets.
(905) 722-5999 for details.
Laurie Carriere is looking for volunteers to
Go the group paddle “Up the Maskinonge help out at the Georgina Terry Fox Run
with a Paddle” on Saturday, Sept. 12 at
on Sunday, Sept. 20 at North Gwillimbury
9:00 a.m. and learn from the Maskinonge
Park. Email: mikeirual@hotmail.com.
River Recovery Team on how to make the
river healthier.
The ever-popular Georgina Studio Tour &
Sale should be your destination on Sat.
The Upper Keswick Business Association
Sept. 26 and Sun. Sept. 27. Check it out at
is looking for vendors for their Harvest
www.georginastudiotour.com.
Festival on September 12. Call Cindy at
The Water Store at (905) 476-6633.
CLASSIFIED ADS
You don’t want to miss the Georgina IsLooking for a 3-4 bedroom house to rent in
land POW WOW taking place at Sibbald
the Georgina area preferably with a yard
Pt. Provincial Park on Sept. 12 and 13. This
for September 1. Max. $1,500+utilities.
is truly an impressive First Nations cultural
Call (289) 338-2341.
event. For information call (905) 722-4532.

Attend the Knox United Church Lunch and event to be held at the Eastbourne Golf
Fashions event on Wed. Aug. 12 at noon
Club on Monday, Aug. 17 at 4:00 pm. Golf
and get a head start on your fall wardrobe. and dinner $40. Call (905) 252-7494.
Check out the Splash Beach Bash at De La
Salle Park on Sat. Aug. 15 from noon till
6:00 pm. Brought to you by the Ladies of
the Lake and the Ontario Water Centre.
Calling all butter tart experts! The ladies of
St. George’s and St. James Anglican
Church are inviting you to put your best
butter tart forward and enter the “Butter
Tart Challenge” at the Painted Perch Festival on August 15 at the Parkette in Jackson’s Point. Register at Kat’s Gallery or call
Fran Lawson (905) 722-9684.
If you would like to brush up on your public speaking skills, the Simcoe Shores
Toastmasters will hold a regular meeting
on August 19 at St. Paul’s Anglican Church
in Keswick from 7:15 to 9:15 pm.
The Ladies Auxiliary and Beaverton Legion
are holding a joint E-cycling fundraising
event to collect any type of electronics and
clothing. Any clothing and electronics can
be dropped off in the green bin in the Legion parking lot in Beaverton between August 1 and August 23. Pick-ups can also be
arranged by calling (705) 426-7852.
Sign up for the Knox United Church Golf

