
Town divided on mosquito control issue—no clear path forward 
As members of Georgina council 
were left to ponder on what to do 
about the mosquito control pro-
gram in Pefferlaw, residents 
walked away from a Town Hall 
meeting on the subject Tuesday 
evening completely divided in 
their opinions on how to move 
forward. 
According to Mayor Grossi, the 
town has approved the cost of the 
current adulticide program but 
with the number of “No Fog” 
signs growing to over 50, the ef-
fectiveness of the program is com-
promised due to the 250 ft. buffer 
each “No Fog” sign is given.  
Mike Baskerville, the Engineering 
Manager for the Town of Geor-
gina started the evening off with a 
presentation providing an over-
view of the current program, the 
issues surrounding it and the vari-
ous alternative mosquito control 
options available.  
One particular option involving 
the use of a larvicide known as Bti 
has been growing in popularity 
and is currently being used as a 
mosquito eradication program in 
East Gwillimbury and Ramara 
Township, Mr. Baskerville said.  

According to Mr. Baskerville, the 
Pefferlaw area is comprised of 3,100 
hectares of land, 400 household units 
and approximately 1,160 people. 
Using the Bti scenario, he guessti-
mated the cost to apply the larvicide  
in Pefferlaw to be approximately 
$80,000 in addition to  a consultant’s 
fee of $35,000.  
“The experience of our municipal 
neighbours suggests that one applica-
tion of the larvicide in the spring is 
enough but substantial work is re-
quired before we may reach that con-
clusion,” Mr. Baskerville said.  
Following his presentation, residents 
were given an opportunity to express 
their views and identify those options 
most acceptable to them.  
Megan Keith, a resident in Wood-
lands suggested the Town stop the 
current adulticide program and in-
vestigate the use of Bti.  
According to Ms. Keith, Bti kills 95 
to 100 per cent of mosquito larvae 
and the $20,000 the town spends on 
the current program could be redi-
rected to a Bti program which “could 
be started as early as next spring. Get 
with the times and start making green 
decisions,” Ms. Keith said.  
Continued on page 4... 

Not intended to solicit sellers or buyers currently under contract 

FOR SALE — $159,900 

Sales Representative 

Teresa Millar 
(905) 722-3211 

Cute 2 bedroom home with space! Master 
bedroom has large walk-in closet. New     

bathroom, updated kitchen, gas heat and 
central air. Dining area overlooks park. Large 
sunroom/mudroom across front of this home 

as well as a laundry/mudroom at back. 2 
separate bunkies for your summer guests or 
use as storage sheds. Short walk to the lake.  
To view this home or others call Teresa Millar 

at (905) 722-3211 or visit  
www.teresamillar.com 

The areas outlined in a box with a dot in the centre represent 
those areas where “No Fog” signs have been posted. With more 
than 50 “No Fog” signs posted the town says the current    
program is compromised.  
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Letter to the Editor:  
I would like to relate a story 
which I believe would not have 
happened if the Mayor and Coun-
cil of the Town of Georgina had 
the foresight to support and pass 
a recent ATV bylaw.  
I am an American fisherman and 
have been coming to Pefferlaw 
for years to fish. On Saturday, 
March 25, myself and my party 
of American fishermen set out 
from the park on Holmes Point to 
go perch fishing. There were 
several vehicles and trailers 
parked there with Michigan li-
cense plates like mine.  
When we returned, we encoun-
tered another party of our coun-
trymen who had just come in 
from the lake and to their horror, 
they discovered that their 2004 
Avalanche and brand new trailer 
had been stolen from the parking 
lot. I firmly believe that this 
atrocity was a direct result of 
Georgina council refusing to 
allow ATVs access to Lake Sim-
coe on town roads during ice 
fishing season.  
Had these six Americans been 
given the option to park their 
vehicles and equipment on the 
property where their bed and 
breakfast was located, and then 
drive to the lake from there with 
their ATVs, this would never 
have happened.  
If American license plates con-
tinue to be targeted by thieves at 
public venues throughout the 
town, it will only be a matter of 
time before we start looking else-
where on Lake Simcoe to go 
fishing. I understand that Brock 
Township would welcome us 
with open arms.  
It is a mystery to me why a town 
that is supposed to recognize the 
economic importance of Ameri-
can tourist dollars during ice 
fishing season is willing to risk 
losing our patronage. The men 
who were ripped-off included a 
senior engineer from General 
Motors in Michigan, two busi-
ness owners and their comrades 
who make the trip to Pefferlaw 
annually to go fishing. While 
their vehicle was recovered after 
it had been stripped in Udora, the 
new trailer was not found. I 
loaned them my trailer so they 

could haul their ATVs back 
home. I left my ATV at Quinn’s 
Marina—a local retailer from 
whom over the years, I have pur-
chased two snowmobiles and two 
ATVs.   
I believe that the council mem-
bers in the Town of Georgina 
who voted down the ATV by-law 
are being short-sighted and have 
a cavalier attitude when it comes 
to American visitors and it is an 
attitude I don’t understand. They 
cannot guarantee the safety of 
our vehicles on town property 
and yet they won’t give us an 
opportunity to protect our prop-
erty by leaving it with private 
property owners who could 
watch over it. If this continues 
and Americans find out that they 
are becoming targets for theft, we 
just aren’t going to come any-
more. 
In my experience, anglers who 
use ATVs to go ice fishing are 
responsible users and do not 
cause the problems that concern 
council members. These vehicles 
are the way of the future for out-
door enthusiasts and if Georgina 
council lacks the vision to see 
this, don’t blame us when we 
start spending our money in com-
munities where we feel safe.  
Sincerely,  
Dave Demand,  
Saginaw, Michigan 

Theft blamed on council’s ATV decision 
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Pro Hardware and a whole lot more... 

SHAW PRO HARDWARE 
533 PEFFERLAW ROAD 
PEFFERLAW, ONTARIO 

L0E 1N0 
 

Telephone: (705) 437-2397 
Fax: (705) 437-2638 

 
Brent Shaw  

Owner 

STORE HOURS 
 

Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m. 
Sunday 9:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Bloom in Art Sale features local 
artists and artisans 

The artistic talents of seven lo-
cal artists will be showcased on 
April 29 during the 4th Annual 
Bloom In Art show to be held in 
two Pefferlaw locations.  
Ingrid March, a stained glass 
artist at 71 Pinecrest Rd. and 
representative for the group of 
seven, said the show and sale 
will feature the work and talents 
of Elaine Oswald, an art-clay 
jewellery and pottery designer; 
Leanne Phillips, a pencil sketch 
artist; Scott Stewart, a stone 
sculptor; Donna Hewitt, a folk 
artist; Debbie Dimoff, an art-
clay jewellery designer; and Lis 
Simpson, a glass-jewellery art-
ist. Ms. March will be offering 
her stained glass creations.  

According to Ms. March, the 
individuals involved in the show 
are all members of the Georgina 
Arts Centre in Sutton and are 
Pefferlaw residents.   
“We all thought it would be nice 
to do something in Pefferlaw,” 
Ms. March said, adding that the 
criteria for participants involved 
in the event was their Pefferlaw 
address.  
The show and sale will be held 
in two separate locations: 17 
Pinecrest Rd. and 131 River-
view Beach Rd. It starts at 
10:00 a.m. and runs until 5:00 
p.m. Artists wanting to partici-
pate in the event next year are 
invited to contact Ms. March at 
437-1778.  

Join the pros for beach volleyball 
Becky Big Canoe, proprietor of 
the Georgina Island Arcade is 
inviting young people between 
the ages of 8 and 14 who live on 
the 
mainland, 
to join their 
peers on the 
island for a 
beach vol-
leyball 
clinic run 
by profes-
sional 
beach vol-
leyballers, 
Jimmy and 
John Mac-
Kay.  
The clinic 
has been 
scheduled 
for Sunday, 
May 28 at 12:00 noon. The reg-
istration fee of $20 includes 
lunch and transportation to 
Georgina Island.  
“Jimmy and his brother Johnny 
are cottagers here on the island 
and from what I hear, they are 
very accomplished in the sport 
of beach volleyball,” Ms. Big 
Canoe says.  

To accommodate the clinic, Ms. 
Big Canoe has built a beach 
volleyball court beside the ar-
cade on the island.  

“Beach vol-
leyball is 
really gaining 
in popularity,” 
she says. “It 
has even be-
come an 
Olympic 
sport.”  
In addition to 
the clinic, Ms. 
Big Canoe is 
interested in 
organizing a 
volleyball 
house league 
on the island 
on Monday 
and Thursday 

evenings.  
“I would like to let mainlanders 
know that they are welcome to 
join us and we would make sure 
to schedule mainlanders to play 
on nights when there are late 
boats,” she said.  
For more information, contact 
Becky Big Canoe at 705-437-
3698 or 437-1703.  
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Continued from page 1. 
 
Another resident identified only as 
Dawn, suggested the elimination of all 
mosquito eradication programs. “I want 
to do nothing,” she said. “I want a pes-
ticide free environment and I want to 
pass that along to my children.”  
Neville Ross, a long-time Pefferlaw 
resident supported the current program 
as a defence mechanism against the risk 
of the West Nile Virus.  
“Some of us have lived with it for 27 
years and we are still here,” he said, 
“and those who have been here can 
remember that we couldn’t go into our 
back yard because of the mosquito 
population. What will happen if the 
program stops? And what happens 
when someone gets the disease?” 
In an attempt to summarize the mood of 
the crowd, Mayor Grossi conducted a 
straw poll after outlining three options 
the town might consider when moving 
forward: 1) put a one year moratorium 
on the current program and spend the 
money to conduct a study for Bti; 2) 

proceed with the current program as 
approved in the 2006 budget; 3) do 
nothing.  
But as residents could not agree on the 
options presented and were confused by 
the wording, the straw poll results were 
not conclusive.  
Gary Harpley from Pefferlaw reminded 
the Mayor of his promise to put the 
question on a plebiscite for the next 
municipal election but Mayor Grossi 
said it could not be put on the ballot 
unless it went Georgina-wide.  
Doug Gibson, a Holmes Point Rd. resi-
dent, said after the meeting “I do agree 
strongly that we should look at any and 
all substitute forms of mosquito control 
even though malathion has been in use 
since 1953. But don't just put an abrupt 
halt to our fogging program. It's all 
we've got. I feel confident that Mr. 
Grossi will help the mosquito program 
in any way that he can. But it would be 
good to know if it could be put to a 
proper "vote" for all the residents of 
Pefferlaw to participate in if neces-
sary.”  

York Region discusses 
growth plans  

Mosquito control program meeting 

Representatives from York Region 
took the stage on Thursday evening at 
the Civic Centre and outlined how the 
Region plans to accommodate a popu-
lation growth rate of over 60 per cent 
by the year 2031. According to John 
Waller from York Region, these 
growth projections will require sustain-
able development planning that care-
fully balances the environmental, eco-
nomic and social needs of York Re-
gion.  
According to Mr. Waller, major 
growth areas will include Vaughan, 
Markham, Newmarket, Queensville, 
Sharon, Holland Landing and some in 
Keswick. As a result, the Region is 
updating its Regional Official Plan and 
its infrastructure master plans both due 
in mid 2007.  
Key among some of the concerns 
voiced by Georgina residents included 
transportation infrastructure, impacts 
on Lake Simcoe’s ecosystem, waste 
water infrastructure, and tax implica-
tions. More information is available at 
futureyork@york.ca  



School teams participate in The Battle of Books at MGPS  
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Eleven teams of junior students in seven 
York Region north schools battled it out 
recently at Morning Glory Public School 
to win a “Battle of the Books” competi-
tion.  Designed in a quiz-show-like format, 
the competition required the teams to iden-
tify an author, book title or character from 
a Silver Birch Reading Series book in-
cluded in their curriculum. Teams were 
given a maximum of five clues and points 
were accumulated based on which team 
was able to identify the answer with the 
least number of clues.  
Teams of students enrolled in grades 4, 5 
and 6 represented schools from Mount 
Albert, Morning Glory, Watson, Black 
River, Park Avenue and Sharon.  
“The emphasis is on having fun with read-
ing to encourage reading and to promote 
Canadian authors,” said MGPS school 
librarian Audrey Bodkin.  

The winning team, Mount Al-
bert A, accumulated a total of 
204 points from the 25 ques-
tions in the competition. Mount 
Albert B Team took second 
place honours and a team from 
Sutton came third.  
This year, the students enjoyed 
a pizza lunch after the competi-
tion followed by a presentation 
by Robert Sutherland, a Silver 
Birch Series author who wrote 
Greysteel’s Ghost. Every par-
ticipant received free books and 
book marks in recognition of 
their efforts.  
Morning Glory will be sending 
a grade 7 and 8 intermediate 
team to a Battle of the Books 
competition at Deer Park on 
April 25, 2006.  

 

Aliens invade Morning Glory Public School  Octogenarian  senior hits 
the pool for Arthritis  
An 87-year-old resident of Georgina, 
Ruby Green, has collected over $200 
in pledges to raise money for arthritis 
in the Forester BIG SWIM for Arthri-
tis event to be held from April 20-23, 
2006.  
Mrs. Green, who spends two hours a 
week in the Sutton pool participating 
in aerobics classes, will use her aero-
bics skill and expertise to raise money 
for the event.  
“I don’t swim lengths anymore,” she 
says, “but in aerobics I can keep up 
with the rest of them.”  
An arthritis sufferer herself, Mrs. 
Green also has two artificial knees, 
has undergone a quadruple by-pass 
and a mastectomy. “Some people say 
I am the bionic woman,” she said.  

Students enrolled in K-3 classes at Morning Glory Public School came to school on 
March 31 dressed as aliens after voting Blue Alien by Tony Porto as the best of 12 
books the students have studied so far this year.  After each reading the students dis-
cussed the books and had to state why they liked the book they voted for on the ballots.  

Mount Albert A Team members (L to R) Back Row: Jake 
Silverthorne, Kieran Williams, Randi Young, Lauren Stru-
mos. Front row: Cameron Steckley, Alex Coyne and Scott 
Mcskimming won first prize at the Battle of the Books com-
petition at Morning Glory Public School on April 5, 2006. 
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Tennyson Tidbits 

This column rips a page out of history 
during a time when Mrs. Tennyson wrote 
a weekly column for the old Lake Simcoe 
Advocate in the 1960s. It was a society 
column that featured the news and views 
of local area residents. We resurrect this 
column in her honour as a regular fea-
ture in this publication and dedicate it to 
her memory. 
 

Final Lake Simcoe Ice Report 
It’s gone! Put the ice-fishing gear away 
and bring out the golf clubs.  
 

I was talking with one of the crew for the 
Aashawee, the ferry that runs to Georgina 
Island and it seems the overhaul has been 
completed on the vessel and they began 
their regular trips to the island again on 
Monday, April 3.  
 

Congratulations Amanda Robinson on 
Holmes Point Rd. and Kevin Slaney of 
Ravenshoe who will be married in Niagara 
Falls on May 6, 2006.  
 

Happy Birthday to Ann Corner formerly 
of Pefferlaw who turned 50 on April 5, 
2006. Ann celebrated with her two sisters, 

Joan Bagshaw and Barb Scott and her five 
brothers, Bob, Richard, Jim, Don and Bill 
at a party held in the Port Bolster Hall on 
Sunday, April 2. 
 

Ron and Marilyn Reid are pleased to 
announce the birth of their grandson Kea-
ton Roy Janssen born on March 25, 2006. 
Little Keaton weighed 6lbs. 15 ozs and 
proud parents are Chris Janssen and 
Shannon Strain who also celebrated her 
33rd birthday on March 27. Congratula-
tions to all.  
 

Chantelle Cullen and her fiancée Steve 
were home visiting Chantelle’s family in 
Port Bolster recently. Chantelle and Steve 
are currently living in Nunavut and were 
more than relieved to be met with warm 
spring weather during their visit home.  
 

A very Happy Birthday to Amy O’Neill 
who turns 25 on April 20. Oh, I suspect 
there will be a few drinks raised in cele-
bration at the Belvedere. Have a good one 
little girl!  
 
Bon Voyage to Jeremy Camplin who has 
secured a job near Edmonton, Alberta. 

Jeremy set out on April 5. Good Luck 
Jeremy—I’m going to miss taking your 
money at poker. 
 

If you would like a family photo and want 
to help raise money for Morning Glory 
Public School at the same time, the school 
is offering a photo sitting at the school on 
Tuesday evening on April 25.  
Additionally, Grade 8 students will be 
canvassing the neighbourhood selling raf-
fle tickets and bedding plants to help fund 
a three-day trip to Sudbury in May. The 
cost of the trip is $350 each and the stu-
dents will need all the help they can get.  
 

A very Happy Birthday to former but 
long-time resident Muriel McLeod who 
turned 91 years old on April 6. Muriel 
currently resides in Orillia.  
 

The “Best of Pefferlaw Area” maps that 
have been almost a year in the making will 
be launched at the 50th Anniversary cele-
bration of Lions on April 22. The Lions 
Club will be selling the maps as a fund-
raiser to support various community pro-
jects including a proposed ice-pad.  
 

Dr. Tom Copeland 

Dr. Barry Hanser 



Quinn’s Marina represents three generations in the boat business 
  7 

In 1934, Felix James Quinn and his wife 
Viva were raising their two sons Thomas 
and Edward (Ted) and daughters Mary and 
Pat in a small house located on the south-
east corner of the then-Pefferlaw Rd. and 
Highway 48. This modest home just hap-
pened to be located on the west shore of the 
Pefferlaw River and the family supple-
mented their income by renting small power 
boats, selling dew worms and oper-
ating a small ice cream shop.  
From those humble beginnings 
grew one of the most respected and 
successful entrepreneurial busi-
nesses in the recreational boating 
industry in Canada—Quinn’s Ma-
rina.  
In 1949, at the tender age of 14 , 
Ted Quinn Sr. satisfied an inquiring 
mind and his love of boating by 
putting himself through a Mercury 
Marine service school where he 
learned the ins and outs of Mercury 
outboard motors. This start later led 
to Ted Sr. becoming the first Mer-
cury dealer in Canada. In the 
1950s, he started up a retail showroom on 
Laird Dr. in Toronto while at the same time, 
continuing to operate his growing business 
in Pefferlaw.  
Armed with a penchant for speed and his 
knowledge and skill of outboard motors, 
Ted Sr. pushed the bar higher among boat-
ing enthusiasts when he set a speed record 
in 1967.  
But, not content to just sell and service 
boats and motors, Ted Sr. decided to build 
his own boats and in 1979, he moved his 
entire operation in Toronto to newly ex-
panded facilities in Pefferlaw. Here, to-
gether with his brother Tom, Ted Sr. de-
signed and built the Panther Series of power 
boats which quickly became recognized “as 
a boat that would deliver the latest in boat-
ing technology to the Canadian market-
place”.  

By now, Ted Sr. and his wife Suzanne were 
raising a family of their own—Terrence, 
Timothy, Diana, Susan and Ted Jr. This 
family, together with Tom’s eleven children 
would ensure the multi-generation boating 
legacy in Pefferlaw would continue.  
Firmly ensconced in the new Lake Simcoe 
location, Quinn’s Marina became known as 
a one-stop-shop for recreational boating 

customers. Armed with a new show room, 
service bays, offices and a parts room, the 
business offered  a line of Starcraft alumin-
ium boats, Fibreform boats and Mercury 
outboard motors in addition to their own 
Panther boat line.  
By 1991, young Ted Jr. abandoned his ca-
reer path as a computer programmer and 
joined his father and uncle in the family 
business together with his brother Tim and 
cousin Jim. 
During the 1990s, the combination of 
young blood and changes in the industry 
saw Quinn’s Marina expand into new prod-
uct lines and erect a new 25,000 sq. ft. 
building.  
“In the 90s the market changed and we 
started to buy Sea-doos and Sea-doo boats 
instead of performance ski boats,” Ted Jr. 

said adding that the company stopped build-
ing their Panther line in 1991.  
Today the company offers a full line of 
Maxum boats, Silvan boats,  Sea-doos, Ski-
doo snowmobiles, Bombardier ATVs, Nay-
lor boat lifts and docks and Triton alumin-
ium trailers in addition to a large on-site 
and off-site boat storage business.  
In 1999, Tim, Ted Jr. and Jim purchased the 

business from Tom and Ted Sr. By 
then, Ted Sr. had been in the business 
for more than 50 years—a milestone 
that was recognized by the National 
Marine Manufacturers Association 
when they inducted him into the Ca-
nadian Boating Hall of Fame in Janu-
ary 2005.  
According to Ted Jr. new technology 
and trends in the industry have meant 
an ever-changing environment in the 
recreational boating industry.  
“Outboard motors were a big part of 
the business in the 70s, but now Sea-
doos and sport boats have taken over 
that business,” he said, adding that 
environmental issues have meant new 

designs for greater fuel efficiency and 
cleaner engines.   
More recently, the company has imple-
mented a new computer-based dealer man-
agement system and is making inroads with 
an e-commerce website where people can 
buy clothing and accessories.  
And more changes are coming. With word 
that the 404 will eventually plough right 
through the Quinn’s Marina showroom, Ted 
Jr. anticipates rebuilding this facility a few 
hundred feet further south on Quinn prop-
erty.  “It could be 15 or 20 years before that 
happens, but I think it will help us out be-
cause it will bring a lot more traffic to this 
side of the lake instead of it going through 
Barrie on the 400,” he said.  
If it does take that long, chances are there 
will be another generation of Quinn family 
members on hand to greet them.  

Third generation family owners of Quinn’s Marina—(L to R) 
Tim Quinn, Service Manager, Ted Jr., Sea-doo/Ski-doo Bom-
bardier Sales Manager, Jim Quinn, Maxum Sales Manager.  
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The Pefferlaw Lions Club is 
hosting a 50th Anniversary 
Dinner Theatre and Dance on 
Saturday, April 22, 2006 at the 
Pefferlaw Lions Community 
Centre. Tickets are $45 each. 
Contact John Dallimore at 
(705) 437-1270 or Bodley’s at 
(705) 437-2000. .  
 

On Friday, April 21, 2006, the 
Wilfrid United Church will 
be hosting their 6th Annual 
Variety Night.  The evening 
begins at 7:30 p.m. and features 
local talent including singers, 
story tellers, guitarists and fid-
dle players. Admission $5. 
 
The Belvedere in Pefferlaw 
will be sponsoring an Easter 
Celebration at 1:30 p.m. for the 
kiddies on April 15, 2006.   
 

The Downtown Sutton Mer-
chants Association is holding 
a Free Easter Egg Hunt on 
Saturday, April 15 from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. at the Sutton Country 
Depot by the bridge on High 

Street. Children are also invited 
to  pick up an Easter Coloring 
Contest picture at the Georgina 
Art Centre & Gallery. The Gal-
lery is also inviting children to 
participate in their Free Egg 
Painting activities on April 15.   
 

The Foresters Big Swim for 
Arthritis is being held from 
April 20 to 23. To swim or 
make a pledge call 1-877-BIG-
SWIM.  
 

On Saturday, May 6 the Udora-
Leaskdale Lions Club will be 
holding their annual Canoe 
River Run starting from 8:00 
to 10:00 a.m. A minimum 
pledge of $10 per paddler is 
required. Pledge sheets are 
available at the Udora and 
Leaskdale General Stores. Pro-
ceeds will go to the Cancer 
Care Program and Regional 
Cancer Centre at Southlake 
Hospital. For further informa-
tion contact Russ Burton at 
437-4208 or Craig Marion at 
437-3410.  

 Coming Events 


