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Weather delays mosquito larvae treatment
The un-spring-like weather with minus
zero degree temperatures and snow covered landscape has delayed the application
of Bti, a biological larvicide known to be
100 per cent effective in controlling mosquito populations in treated areas.
According to Kevin Taylor, a Bti specialist
with Pestalto Environmental Health Services, the development of mosquito larvae
in the spring is dependant upon warm, wet
weather—a condition the Pefferlaw/Port
Bolster area has seen little of this year.
But Mr. Taylor has been out testing low
lying areas and ditches to evaluate the
growth of mosquito larvae and has found
that in some areas, they have matured to
the second and third in-star stage.
“This means the program will probably be
staggered this year,” he said. “Instead of a
full blown, one-time application, we will
have to treat in stages.”
He said the tests he has been conducting
demonstrate that some areas are more advanced in larvae development than others.
Bti becomes toxic in the stomachs of mosquito larvae during the third and fourth instar stage of development.
As a result, Mr. Taylor says Pestalto crews
will probably be out doing ground treatment with backpacks in some areas during
the week of April 21 with the traditional
air applications via helicopter to follow a
week later.

But he cautions the weather will have to
cooperate in order for that to happen.
“We will need warm weather and rain to
stimulate things,” he said, adding that
crews will need to come back to treat those
areas experiencing slower larvae development.
This is the fifth year the Pefferlaw/Port
Bolster areas have benefitted from the Bti
mosquito control program. Residents living within the control area, which spreads
across 1,800 acres, should experience
above a 90 per cent reduction in mosquito
populations.
The program, which costs $99,000 to administer, provides an opt-out option. This
year 34 residents requested their properties Kevin Taylor from Pestalto tests for develbe omitted from the program.
oping mosquito larvae.

Former Georgina politician may run for Mayor’s seat
Margaret Quirk (formerly known as Margaret Jordan and the former Ward 1 Councillor) is seriously considering a run for mayor
in the next municipal election.
Ms. Quirk, who sat on Georgina council for
16 years representing constituents in the
Keswick area, said her plans to enter the
race for mayor have come from her personal
experiences over the past four years as a
cancer survivor.
“I don’t want to look back in twenty years
and say, geez, I might have been able to be

Mayor of Georgina and not have given it a
chance,” she said, adding that a cancer diagnosis gives a person a new perspective on
life. “Life is short,” she says, “And, I don’t
want to have that regret.”
Ms. Quirk says she is now cancer free and
healthy and will wait until just before the
summer break to file her nomination papers.
“I do miss many aspects of being on council. I believe that I have much more to contribute to the Town and feel that I could
give people a viable alternative for mayor.”
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Why NOT Georgina?
On March 6, the nine York Region municipalities were told
by York Region Chair Bill
Fisch that York University was
very interested in establishing a
satellite campus in one of York
Region’s nine municipalities.
We know that East Gwillimbury, Aurora, Vaughan and
now Newmarket have expressed interest in becoming the
host municipality and they are
working feverishly to convince
the decision makers that a campus in their municipality would
make sense.
But where is Georgina’s pitch?
We have just acquired a 32-acre
lakefront farm formerly owned
by the Sedore/Reed family and
what better location for a university campus?
The spin-off benefits for communities with universities is
enormous—the least of which
is the economic development
that goes with it.
Among a plethora other things,
a university campus can contribute to the local area economy through its own capital
spending, through the spending
of its students and campus visitors. Each of these contributions will stimulate a ripple
effect in the supply chain
throughout the community creating even more value-added
economic activity.
As a business entity alone, a
university campus has the potential to become the largest
single employer in the area—
again more economic activity.
Let’s take a look at our position
here—we’ve got the 404 extension, we have public transportation services, we’ve got growth
targets up the ying-yang and we
are sitting on a tourism gold
mine.
But progress in the economic
development arena is still the
biggest challenge facing this
town. It is no secret that a university campus could be a
“made-to-order” solution. It’s
even “clean” industry—which
is one of the criteria we use
when we go looking to encourage new businesses into town.

I cannot come up with a single
reason why our council has not
to jumped on this opportunity
with both feet.
I’ve searched every council
agenda since Bill Fisch made
the announcement and it hasn’t
even made the agenda—no
mention of it, no discussion—
NO NOTHING!
I had a conversation about
Georgina’s lack of interest in
putting forth a proposal with
Helmut Kik recently and anyone who knows Mr. Kik knows
that this is something that is
near and dear to him. He has
been advocating for a university
in Georgina for years now. And
no one is listening.
“It isn’t for me,” Mr. Kik, who
is an octogenarian, says. “It is
for the young people in the area
so they can find decent jobs.”
Given the Town’s penchant for
hiring consultants, this is one
time I wish they would blow
the bundle to bring in the expertise needed to put together a
winning proposal.
Karen Wolfe, Editor
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Youth wins entrepreneurial award with
giants—by Jennifer Barr
pumpkins and sells them to
large food chains as displays
during harvest season.
“It was just a hobby at first,”
says Simon. “But the hobby got
bigger.”
Bigger in more ways than one.
Simon’s display pumpkins can
grow between 300 and 900 lbs.
and his first sale netted him
$160.00.
Over the last two years, he has
sold these giants to Loblaws
food chain stores among others
and he is currently
working on expanding his company to a hotel
chain in Orillia.
Simon says he enjoys growing his
pumpkins and he is
also a bit of a philanthropist. He
Simon shakes hands with the owner of Fish- donates half of his
ers Independent in Beaverton upon the sale proceeds to support
local area food
of a 396 lb. pumpkin in 2013.
banks.
His mother, Sandy
Southwell, thinks it
is great for him to
work with the community.
“Since Simon is
autistic he didn't
have a lot of social
skills when he was
younger,” said Ms.
This 328 lb. super squash was sold to Zehrs Southwell. “When
he was younger he
in Uxbridge last year.
would stick his
head in my lap
when people came
over because he
was shy.” But
now, said Ms.
Southwell, he doesn’t stop talking.
Simon also paints
and he sells his
artwork to support
his giant pumpkin
business. He says
he likes to name his
pumpkins and this
year he will recognize the support of
The Zehrs store in Keswick took possession his mentor, Scott
of a 356 lb. pumpkin in 2013.
Jowett.
The Dragon’s Den judges may
want to sit up and take notice of
a young, 11-year old who won
$1,000 for his entrepreneurial
pitch during a “Business Idea
Competition” sponsored by the
Brock Youth Centre in Cannington.
In a competition against six
other finalists, Simon Southwell
described his business venture
that began as a hobby and has
grown into a giant—literally!
Young Simon grows giant
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Tennyson Tidbits
Our congratulations go out to
Pefferlaw Lioness members
Pat Peterson and Betty Petten
as recipients of the Lions International President’s Appreciation Award during the A-16
Lions Convention in Oshawa
recently. Ms. Peterson and Ms.
Petten each have given more
than 35 years service to the
Pefferlaw Lioness and they
have held every executive
position in the club more than
once. Cheers, ladies, we honour your community spirit and
we thank you!

 Life Insurance

The Lake Simcoe Gardeners
need help in locating heritage
trees in Georgina. As part of
the Ontario Heritage Tree Program, Mary Mallany from
Lake Simcoe Gardeners says
no heritage trees have yet been
identified in Georgina. “We
would like to find and recognize these wooded citizens
who have watched over us
throughout our history,” Mary
says. She would like to know
where the biggest tree that
you’ve seen is located and if
there is a tree that holds special significance in the area.
Please send your nominations
to: m.mallany@sympatico.ca
— A committee will collect
the nominations and choose
two to send to the Heritage
Tree Society.
The ever-popular Pefferlaw
River Canoe Run sponsored
by the Udora/Leaskdale Lions
Club pushes off into the Pefferlaw River on May 3 from
Zephyr Sideroad. The Club
traditionally signs up between

60 and 100 self propelled watercraft and donates the proceeds to charity. Over the 29
years the event has run, the
Club has donated in excess of
$70,000 to charity. This year,
the Club will support the Canadian Hearing Society Mobile Kits program. Registration
begins at 8:00 a.m. on site.
Participants finishing the 14
km run can enjoy a BBQ and
win a prize at the Pefferlaw
dam. A shuttle is available.

We send our condolences to
the friends and family of
Stephanie (nee Pasternak)
Zeleny (December 13, 1934 April 9, 2014) Stephanie
passed away after a short but
courageous battle with cancer
on April 9, 2014. Stephanie
was predeceased by her parents and her brother-in-law.
She is survived by her children, grandchildren, greatgrandson, sister and nieces as
well as her many friends in
the Lake Simcoe/McRae
Beach community and California. At Stephanie's request
there will be no funeral. A
private celebration will take
place at a later date. The family would like to send a special thank you to all the staff,
doctors and nurses at Bridgepoint Health for their care
during her illness. Memorial
donations may be made in
Stephanie's name to Bridgepoint Health, 14 St. Matthews
Road, Toronto, ON M4M
2B5. Condolences can be sent
to rememberingstephaniez@gmail.com
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Photos and stories
by Jennifer Barr

Curtis Scavuzzo (left) and Hamish Mckechnie (right) show off their egg collections at the Sixth Annual In-Water Easter Egg Hunt at
the Georgina Leisure Pool in Sutton.

Sophie and Hannah Dykeman with mother Heidi
(above) and Dave Sutherland (below) look at items
at the Silent Auction.

Children of all ages stand out front
with the Easter Bunny at the Port
Bolster Hall Easter Egg Hunt.

Alyssa Thibodeau picks up her
Easter eggs at the Port Bolster Hall
egg hunt event.
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Re-Wilding project receives $1.1 million from
federal clean-up fund
potential of people and
Twenty-six recipinature partnerships.
ents will share
“All projects will help
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South Georgian
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York-Simcoe MP Peter Van Loan (right)
of the Lake.
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The ReWilding initialake and the waterthe Public Advisory Lake Simcoe Cleantive has 16 partners
shed.
Up Fund Committee (middle) and Jason
including the province
The Ladies of the
Verkaik, President of Carron Farms (left)
of Ontario, the Lake
Lake will use $1.1
as a new round of funding is announced.
Simcoe and Kawartha
million of the
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ties, the Ontario Water Centre for Innovato advance their four-year $1.6 million
tion Research and Learning/Lake Simcoe,
project known as ReWilding Lake Simthe University of Waterloo and several
coe. The program will fund 24 projects
NGOs and community groups. Four muthroughout the Lake Simcoe watershed
including six projects getting underway at nicipalities—the Town of Georgina, City
of Kawartha Lakes, the City of Barrie and
Pine Beach in Keswick which will beYork Region—are also on board.
come a demonstration site showing the
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Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority receives $3 million clean-up funding
The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority says it will take the $3 million in
funding from the Lake Simcoe Southeastern Georgina Bay Clean-Up Fund and
leverage it to completed $14 million worth
of projects.
“We attribute our success in securing
funds to many factors, not the least of
which is that we’re able to demonstrate
value for money,” said LSRCA Chair Debbie Bath. “We have proven success in finding partners to leverage the money we receive. This investment of $3 million is
going to mean nearly $14 million in projects completed in our watershed into
2017.”
The LSRCA listed four projects that will
benefit from the federal support program.

Pefferlaw walking bridge
and ice-pad repairs
According to Dan Pisani, Director of Operations and Engineering for the Town of
Georgina, the precast work that was necessary to be poured before a new metal
bridge structure could be installed has now
been completed.
Mr. Pisani said all that is left to bring the
walking bridge back to its original condition is for workers to remove the damaged
piece of bridge work and install the new
section.
He said the remaining work has been
scheduled for April 29 (weather dependent) and the bridge should be reopened by
the first of May.
The bridge was damaged on October 6,
2013 when an eastbound pick-up truck
failed to make the turn on Old Homestead
Rd.
Mr. Pisani also reported that plans to repair the Pefferlaw ice-pad which sustained
damaged during a wind storm on November 1, are slowly working their way
through the system.
He said the claim is still in the hands of
the insurance company. “We are following
up with the insurance but there are some
issues there,” he said. “Anything that is
insurance driven means things don’t happen overnight,” Mr. Pisani said. “The issue is who is covering what but we will
have it resolved before the start of next
season.”
During the wind storm several boards
were pulled from their anchors collapsed
breaking several sheets of glass.

1. Maskinonge River Recovery project to
continue shoreline naturalization work
($279,000).
2. Conduct various environmental projects
in the Oro-Medonte area ($355,000).
3. Restoring Scanlon Creek to its natural
state to enhance water quality and encourage better fish habitat ($31,000).
4. Watershed-wide phosphorus reduction
grant program called CONSRVS to provide financial grants for private landowners for projects focused on the most
stressed parts of the watershed ($2.4 million).
“We’re always looking for private landowners willing to undertake environmental
improvements to their properties,” said
Phil Davies, Manager of Watershed Stew-

ardship. “While many of the projects we
engage in are on public land, private landowners are also eligible to take advantage
of funding. If it creates an environmental
benefit to the watershed, it’s of interest to
us,” he said.
LSRCA also said agricultural landowners
or rural landowners that have streams or
rivers running through their properties are
most likely to be able to participate in projects. However, the organization’s programs are evolving to recognize the reality
of urban living and its impact on the environment.
As a result, LSRCA said changes that will
allow urban residents to take advantage of
funding opportunities will be announced
later this year.
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Upper York Sewage Solution EA Report delivered to ministry by end of May
As the Region continues along its road to
provide additional infrastructure to meet
aggressive growth targets dictated by the
province’s Places to Grow legislation,
comments addressing their Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) report for the
Upper York Sewage Solution (UYSS) are
being collected and correlated for the next
steps.
According to Barbara Moss, a spokesperson at York Region, “The team is now
reviewing comments received, preparing
responses to individuals who submitted
comments and incorporating, as appropriate, into the Environmental Assessment
Report.”

Ms. Moss said the final submission of the
EA Report to the Ministry of the Environment for review and approval is expected
near the end of May.
The proposal for the Upper York Sewage
Solution is a water reclamation centre to be
located on the second concession of East
Gwillimbury, one kilometre north of the
Queensville Sideroad.
Wastewater from the communities of
Aurora, East Gwillimbury and Newmarket
will be treated at the Water Reclamation
Centre and a gravity discharge pipe will
carry treated effluent 3.2 kilometres to the
discharge site at the East Holland River on
Queensville Sideroad. It is expected 40

million litres a day of treated effluent will
be discharged into Lake Simcoe through
the East Holland River.
Concerned with the quality of the effluent,
Georgina council considered having the
draft EA Report peer reviewed, but abandoned the idea due to costs and the limited
likelihood of success.
Ms. Moss also said the time for public
input and outreach is over.
“There are no more public meetings or
outreach planned,” Ms. Moss said. “One
additional meeting with the Chippewas of
Georgina Island First Nation will likely
take place at the end of May,” she said.
While no decisions have been made regarding the detailed design and construction administration for the project, Ms.
Moss said proposals have been received
from pre-qualified consultants.
The project, which is estimated to cost
$800 million, is expected to be completed
sometime in 2018.

YRP reports decreases in
crime statistics
In a report to York Region council, Chief
Eric Jolliffee reported that the overall
crime rate decreased for the 10th year in a
row—dropping 8.1 per cent in 2013.
The rates for property crimes dropped by
8.2 per cent and the violent crime rate
decreased by 9.8 per cent. Hate crimes
dropped by 15.7 per cent and 9-1-1 calls
decreased by 7.4 per cent in 2013.
However, Criminal Code traffic violations
increased by seven per cent over the same
period.

York Region’s Fight the Bite
program begins
York Region will begin the 2014 vectorborne disease program this May to monitor West Nile virus and Lyme disease activity, promote public awareness and provide mosquito control
The region has budgeted $543,000 for the
2014 program with 75 per cent of the
funding coming from the province.
Larviciding, the primary method for reducing mosquitoes through treatment of
roadside catch basins, will be completed
four times during mosquito season.
The ‘Fight the Bite’ education program
encourages prevention and protection as
the best way to guard against vector-borne
diseases.
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Wheelin’ for Wishes by Jennifer Barr
A Jackson’s Point family is
raising money in honour of
their mother for the Make A
Wish Foundation in hopes of
raising enough money to fund
two wishes.
The team, appropriately called
Wheelin’ for Wishes, consists
of six members and Jackson’s
Point native, Dan Carleton, is
the team leader.
Mr. Carleton began raising
money for the children’s charity last year after his mother
passed away from lung cancer.
He decided to participate in the
Foundation’s Rope for Hope
event which challenges participants to raise $1,500 for the
once-in-a-lifetime experience
of rappelling down Toronto’s
City Hall on a rope.
But Mr. Carleton wanted to
raise enough money to buy two
wishes—a total of $20,00. He
canvassed donors to support his
bid to ride his bicycle from
Ottawa to Toronto. He ultimately raised $8,000 and this
year, with support of his home
team and a bigger challenge, he

is hoping to reach his ’twowish’ goal.
“We really want to get the people in Georgina involved,” Mr.
Carleton said.
The challenge this year will see
Mr. Carleton bike across Ontario. He will begin at the Manitoba-Ontario border, bike to
Ottawa and arrive in Sutton on
May 22. From there he will
proceed to Toronto in time for
the Rope for Hope charity
event.
The Wheelin’ for Wishes team
wants to raise at least $5,000
this year, but they hope people
will donate more.
“We want to raise close to
$12,000,” said Mr. Carleton—
an amount that would bring his
two-year pledge total up to
meet his goal of two wishes.
Last year Mr. Carlton slid
down City Hall alone but this
year his father, Ken Carleton,
has pledged to join him if the
family can raise enough money. He said he would do it all
in plaid!
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Ontario Water Centre’s ClearWater
Farm project inches closer to reality
Now that council has agreed in
principle to lease five acres of
land and the farmhouse located
on the former Sedore/Reed
property on Lake Dr. in Willow
Beach to the Ladies of the Lake
for their project known as the
ClearWater Farm, the concept
has crept a little further along
the virtuality continuum.
The ClearWater Farm is an initiative of the Ontario Water
Centre (OWC), an umbrella
catalyst organization also being
championed by the Ladies of the
Lake. The OWC is also one of
16 partners for the ReWilding of
Lake Simcoe—a project that
was recently given $1.1 million
from the Lake Simcoe and
South-Eastern Georgina Bay
Clean Up Fund to complete 24
on-the-ground projects that will
help community residents reimagine and change public
spaces around the lake for the
better.
The ClearWater Farm concept
was one of five presentations
given consideration by the
Town during a public consultation session held last year to
hear ideas for use of the property.
In a staff report to council on
April 16, it was given the greatest weight when compared to a
number of criteria used to evaluate all of the ideas presented.
The ClearWater Farm is a consortium of public, private, non-

profit, academic and community
partners and is envisioned as an
incubator and demonstration
venue to promote best practices
for growing food and wise water
management.
According to the prospectus
written to describe the concept
and attract funding partners, the
ClearWater Farm will offer conference facilities, a state-of-theart demo kitchen with dining
areas, offices for the OWC’s
outreach activities plus accommodations for students, demonstration areas showcasing lowimpact development and wise
water/land use. Additionally,
there will be partnership opportunities for universities, colleges, business and social service agencies.
“Now that Council has given
approval in principle, we are
able to go into a planning phase
that will deliver details about the
sustainability of the OWC and
the farm and the positive outcomes environmentally and for
the community,” said OWC
Chair Annabel Slaight. “This
will include how the OWC at
the ClearWater Farm will generate economic benefits and high
value jobs by working together
with other key initiatives in
Georgina.”
Ms. Slaight also said the group
has identified some funding for
the concept and is raising
Continued on page 11...

11

Clear Water Farm
In an interview with Gary Sedore, the former owner of the property, he said he does
not support the use of the property by the
Ontario Water Centre. He says Mayor
Grossi went
back on his
word when,
during negotiations, he promised the site
would be used
for a retirement
complex.
“Then when the
announcement
comes up in the
paper to determine what they
are going to do
with the property, suddenly
there is no mention of the nursing home or
retirement facilAn artistic vision of what the former Sedore/Reed farm could look like ity which the
if the Ontario Water Centre ClearWater Farm concept materializes. Mayor promised my wife on
Staff recommended that council defer any her death bed,” Mr. Sedore said.
decision with respect to the long-term use Mayor Grossi admits those were discussions he had with the Sedores 10 years ago
of the property until such time as staff
were able to develop a comprehensive long “but they went nowhere.” He said this time
-term plan. As a result, council approved a around, there was “no discussion as to tying something specific to a future use.”
three to five year lease for the five acre
homestead parcel for the ClearWater pro- But Mr. Sedore contends the property is a
ject and asked staff to report back with an perfect place for Georgina’s senior resianalysis of the business plan to support the dents.
project. Council also extended a one-year “I just can’t understand why they don’t
lease agreement with Ravencrest Farms for think that the seniors deserve a beautiful
spot,” he said. “They have worked hard all
the agricultural use of the 26 acre farm
their lives.”
parcel on the site.
Continued from page 10.
additional funds.
“Included in our process, of course. will be
lots of public engagement,” she said.

But as the pendulum swings closer to making the ClearWater Farm a permanent fixture, Ms. Slaight makes no apologies for
its vision.
“It will be a place that honours the past,
adds value to the neighbourhood and creates ripples which will take Georgina into
a better future. A place where residents can
connect with each other and the earth; a
place to come to experience the land that
will attract tourists to Georgina,” she says.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
Beaverton St. Andrews United Church is
hosting a concert with “Digger” on Sat.
April 26. Tickets are $12.50. For tickets,
contact David Lancaster at 705-426-9345.
Sun. April 27 at 2 p.m. the Virginia United
Church presents Spring Tonic. An invigorating and refreshing musical event featuring local talent James Burrow and Rachael
Cardiello. Admission is $10 at the door.

tre on Thurs. May 8 at 7 p.m. Come out
and watch the talent York Region has to
offer!

Only $10 to rent a spot! Live music will be
included in this event. Contact Peter Doern
at 905-596-0154 for more information.

Rise to the chance for your students to interact with The Georgina Pioneer Village
and Archives re-creaction of the 1837 Rebellion of Upper Canada! From May 8 to 9
only. Cost is $6.00 per student. Visit
www.georginapioneervillage.ca for more
information.

Kirkfield is inviting all local artists to participate in an Art Exhibition and Sale on
May 17 & 18 at the Lions Hall in Kirkfield
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. For information
call (905) 722-8233 or (705) 513-0144.

Keswick United Church will hold it’s next
Community Dinner on Wed. April 30 from Knox United Church is hosting “Oscar
5 to 6:30 p.m. at 2 Old Homestead Road.
goes to Church” event on Sat. May 10 at 7
Come and enjoy a meal at no charge.
p.m. An evening of film, music and fun!
Tickets are $15 and are available though
Here it is again...The Great Groan-Up
the church and at the door.
Spelling Bee fundraising event will take
place at the Georgina Ice Palace on May 1 Come out to the Georgina Leisure Pool for
at 6:30 pm. Sign up a team and join the fun the Mother’s Day swim on Sun. May 11 at
or come and root for your favourite spell- 2 p.m. Mothers swims are free with the
ers! Call Georgina Libraries at (905) 476- purchase of a regular swim!
7233.
The Georgina Brock Garden Club will hold
their Annual Plan Auction on Mon. May 12
Enjoy the aromas and textures of a delicious meal blindfolded at the CNIB Dining at the Wilfrid Hall. The auction starts at
in the Dark event on Sat. May 3. The event 7:00 pm with viewing at 6:30 pm. All welis at the Lake Simcoe Arms Pub and starts come. Refreshments will be served.
at 6 p.m. Cost is $50/person. RSVP Pamela
If you want to clean out your house and
Deveaux at 1-800-563-2643 ext.3868.
make a little money to boot, rent a spot in
The Multimedia Film Festival of York Re- the Market Square May 17 and join in on
gion will be at the Stephen Leacock Thea- the Sutton BIA first annual Spring Fling.

GET EXPOSED!
Advertise in
the Pefferlaw
Post!
Call
Karen Wolfe
At
(705) 437-1216

The Georgina Dragon Boat Club is hosting
their annual yard, plant and bake sale on
May 24 at the Community Living Georgina
building on Hwy. 48 and Park Rd. 8:00 am
to 2:00 pm.
IS FOOD A PROBLEM FOR YOU?
CALL OVEREATERS (705) 437-1928
OR (705) 437-1307—Tues. and Thurs.
7:30 p.m.—Salvation Army Youth Centre — 20898 Dalton Rd. Sutton—Across
from No-Frills.

FOR RENT
North Keswick. Executive home on Lake
Simcoe, 1 BR, washroom, kit. TV,
washer & dryer. No pets. References.
$700 per mo. (incl.) 1st & last. Available now. Call (905) 476-2399.

