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Biggerstaff wins Ward 1 by 19 votes
by Sandra Bolan

Charlene Biggerstaff has
Georgina in the next 20
been prepared for her
to 30 years. I’d already
election win since the
won with knowledge
age of 13. That’s when
and information and
political debates with her
learning who the comfather became the norm.
munity is. I’m glad for
Biggerstaff won the
that,” she said.
March 27 Ward 1 byMs. Biggerstaff attribelection by 19 votes over
uted her victory to beMike Waddington.
ing able to make the
Newly elected Ward 1 Councillor,
There were 10 candioftentimes incompreCharlene Biggerstaff (right) takes
dates vying for the posihensible municipal
the Oath of Office from Georgina
tion left vacant last year
documents and plans
Clerk John Espinosa.
by Naomi Davison who
understandable by the
became the regional chairperson.
average person.
“I was in this for the right reasons. I knew “Take the MURC (for example). There was
if I was the right voice for the people, they a lot of conversation and/or debate on the
would choose me. If I resonated and that
MURC when in actual fact there isn’t a
was what they wanted, then I was here to
debate, there shouldn’t be as much debate
serve them. They didn’t, then I wouldn’t,” as there was. The plans are already in
Ms. Biggerstaff told The Georgina Post
place. So, what I did was just start to share
shortly after being declared the unofficial
the plans, broke it down – who, what,
councillor of Ward 1 March 27 “
where, why,” she said.
“Whether I won today or not I realized in
Ms. Biggerstaff doesn’t have a laundry list
the last few days, I had won. I won because of constituent concerns she wants to immeI got to meet a lot of people and they
diately bring to the council table because,
shared their stories. I got to know more
she said, many of those issues are already
history about this town. I got to learn more being worked through.
about how municipal politics works, how
But for some hot button items, such as cerchamber works, I got to read about what
tain bylaws and congestion around schools,
we’re going to do about this amazing place Continued on page 3...

Briars Resort Sold
The multi-million dollar heritage resort
that has been a Georgina landmark for
over 176 years has been sold.
The Briars Resort, owned and operated by
a member of the Sibbald family since
1840 will change ownership at the end of
April when Chinese businessman, Mr. R.
Lu and his family will become the proprietors of the 145 acre estate resort that
sits on 1,500 feet of Lake Simcoe shoreline.
Included in the purchase price is a 50-unit
heritage inn, various cottages and lodges
with 50 bedrooms, a 50-unit heritage inn,
a summer house, a spa, an 18-hole golf
course and club house, a provincially protected forest reserve and the lands where
the once famous Red Barn Theatre was
located. The property was sold for an undisclosed amount.
According to Briars Vice-President Hugh
Sibbald, the family entertained interest
from over 40 qualified investors or groups
over the past year and they believe Mr. Lu
is a buyer who shares the family’s environmental and community stewardship
legacy.
“The Sibbald family is delighted that we
found a purchaser that ticked all the right
boxes on value, interest and a passion for
continuing the Briars legacy to the land,
Continued on page 3...
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Letters to the Editor
This letter is to provide comment on the newly refaced
building on High St. Sutton,
that once was The Sutton
Theatre.
I am shocked that a building
that once was a beautiful heritage building has been refaced
to be the most UGLY building
on High St . Also, I understand this dental office was
given money by the Town of
Georgina, to help with the
cost.
Where is anyone that would
approve of such an UGLY
building that is absolutely
sticking out like a sore thumb,
and in no way complements
High St.? I am so embarrassed
to see this ugly building that
shows no effort to enhance the
heritage aspect of the street.
Stucco, and fake
brick...Really?? It shows no
concern for the efforts made
of other buildings, like the
Sutton Apothecary, that
blends and complements the
street. Was there no architectural criteria, or plan that had
to be seen before this was allowed?
The High Street should reflect
the best the town has to offer,
and this is simply ugly, and a
turn off!
How is the Town of Georgina
EVER going to attract shoppers or tourists when they are
assaulted by such a horrible
site.
It’s a sad day for Sutton and
any hope for the future of
High Street.
Debra Banfield, Sutton.
Re. Wayne Stubbings letter to
the Editor.
Safety is the highest priority
for people living near or have
to walk close to the railroad
tracks.
Many of those conditions are
in Europe and the railroad has
to follow safety regulations.

One issue is the safety wall
and another condition is the
railroad trucks and more.
If the Ward 5 Councillor has
no interest to help, you have to
create a committee to defend
yourself to be safe.
In my opinion CN should forward all available safety issues on the table and not play
Russian roulette with your
lives.
Helmut Kik.

Note from the Editor...

Isn’t technology wonderful! This
issue has been brought to you
from Florida where I’ve been on a
working vacation since March 18.
I want to thank freelance writers
Sandra Boland and Nick Raponi
who have covered various events
for me and filed their stories via
email. The internet has allowed
me to tune into council meetings
and send the paper to be printed—
all without missing a beat!
Karen Wolfe. Editor.
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Biggerstaff wins Ward 1 by-election
Continued from page 1.
Ms. Biggerstaff said some easy
grassroots solutions, outside of
council, may be all that is
needed to solve them.
“Maybe a small council discussion and then get some community leaders to start changing
habits and opening up conversations,” she said.
Ms. Biggerstaff also knows that
not every constituent’s problem
will be solvable.
“This is relationship based. I’m
going to have their back and
sometimes I’m going to have to
say no and I can say yes. And
every good relationship has that
give and take. You can’t do that
over night. …. I know I’m not
going to create miracles but I’m
really excited to take action,”
Ms. Biggerstaff said.
Silviu Bona, who finished third
with 101 votes, was among the
candidates at the Rogers TV
station election night discussing
their campaigns and watching
the poll numbers come in. He
was also among the first people
to congratulate Ms. Biggerstaff
on her victory.
“I am so happy that Charlene
won. Honestly. I’m genuinely
excited it happened. It was either myself or Charlene and the
fact she won, I am happy she
won and the fact that I lost, 100
per cent ok with that,” Mr. Bona
told The Georgina Post.
“You’re going to be wonderful.
You’re going to be great,”
Mayor Margaret Quirk told Ms.
Biggerstaff election night while
giving her a congratulatory hug.
There were 9,276 potential bal-

lots that could have been cast
for the Ward 1 by-election. Only
1,162 people voted.
It cost $100 per vote, former
Town of Georgina Mayor Rob
Grossi told Rogers TV during
their election night coverage.
Mayor Quirk told Rogers TV on
election night, the 12 per cent
voter turnout was “very disappointing.”
On the other hand, voter turnout
was exactly what Biggerstaff
expected, based on historical
data.
There were 10 candidates residents could have chosen from,
although two pulled out before
election night. Mr. Grossi told
Rogers having that many candidates was a good thing because
it stirred up conversations about
local issues.
Ms. Davison told Rogers on
election night, she hopes the
other candidates will remain
involved in local politics and
would also pass on what they
learned from ward residents to
Biggerstaff, so she can have an
even fuller picture of her constituents’ issues.
Biggerstaff hit the ground running. She was elected Monday,
March 27, was sworn-in at 9
a.m. Wednesday, March 29 and
was immediately sitting in on
her first council meeting.
Biggerstaff’s term is for only 18
months. The next municipal
election is slated for Oct. 22,
2018. She’s already planning to
run for re-election.
“I can’t wait. This is a long-term
plan – Mayor McCallion kind of
thing,” she said.
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Tennyson Tidbits
has come to an end. People
will no longer be able to bag a
two-day limit of these “special
concern” reptiles as of April 1.
We were sorry to hear of the
passing of Fred Godfrey, formerly of Pefferlaw. Mr. Godfrey passed away on March 17.
A two-year old, female, long- We send our sincere condohaired miniature daschund has lences to his friends and famgone missing from 9626
ily.
Morning Glory Rd. in Pefferlaw. Anyone with information A Celebration of Life in memis being asked to contact 705- ory of John Hastings will be
held at the Forrest and Taylor
513-0252 or 289-231-8748.
Funeral Home in Sutton on
We are sending a shout out to Monday, April 10 at 2:00 pm.
Amy Menezes who turns 36 on
Long-time Pefferlaw resident
April 20. Happy Birthday,
Bill Jones, 90, passed away on
Amy!
March 22 and will be rememHappy Birthday wishes also go bered in a Celebration of Life
out to Trystin Verdoold who
at the Royal Canadian Legion
turns two on April 17.
in Sutton on Sunday, April 23
Love to you from Grandma!
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Our
Woohoo! The practice of hunt- sincere condolences go out to
ing snapping turtles in Ontario Bill’s family and friends.

Email: davethedj.dj@gmail.com
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Kids summer camps setting up for season
“I’m bored …. there’s nothing to
do….” If you have children, you
have heard this before. With
school summer holidays fast
approaching, The Town of Georgina’s Summer Camps are a
GREAT way to combat boredom. Whether your kids like
sports or outdoor adventure,
registration is now open for a
wide range of camps that are
sure to keep the kids active and
engaged.
It doesn’t matter if you are
young or young at heart, recreation is an important part of living in Georgina. Whether you
enjoy an outside sport, participate in a class or enjoy our many
trails, being active is a key ingredient to overall health. The
Town’s Recreation & Culture
Department recognizes the importance of being active and has
some great new programs and
events for spring and summer to
help you do just that! In addition
to the overall physical benefits,
you can participate in cultural
initiatives as well as enjoy the
social interaction. With afford-

able, accessible programming,
be sure to check out how you
can stay active by visiting georgina.ca.
This month as part of our
Healthy Kids Community Challenge we welcome our next
‘theme’ which is encouraging
children to “Choose to boost
veggies and fruit.” The Healthy
Kids Community Challenge is
all about helping Ontario’s kids
make healthy choices. Georgina
is one of 45 communities across
Ontario chosen by the province
to participate in the Healthy
Kids Community Challenge.
The program aims to support our
children by increasing physical
activity levels, enhancing nutrition and promoting healthy lifestyle choices. The past two
themes focused on physical activity – Run Jump Play Every
day and healthy hydration –
Water Does Wonders. Theme 3
– Choose to boost veggies and
fruit objective is to encourage
kids and families to make vegetables and fruit a part of every
meal and snack.
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Rural areas to get internet connectivity
Georgina council has approved
a $90,000 expenditure to support a bid by York Region to
apply for $8 million in federal
funding that will help them
deliver internet access to remote areas throughout the Region.
The Connect to Innovate project will cost $14 million and
includes plans to offer Udora
residents and underserviced
areas of Pefferlaw, Jackson’s
Point and Virginia with highspeed internet.
The proposed internet infrastructure includes the installation of “dark fibre” which can
then be used by third-party
internet service providers, such
as Rogers and Bell, to provide
“last-mile” connectivity to users.
The Town of Georgina is the
only municipality within York
Region to have its own broadband internet service and as an

internet service provider, it will
use the $90,000 to leverage a
funding request for an additional $90,000—monies that
will be used to upgrade its current system and provide “last
mile” connectivity once the
dark fibre is installed. These
upgrades will also expand the
capacity of the system.
Doug Lindeblom, the Director
of Economic Strategy for York
Region told council on
Wednesday, April 5 the actual
route for the fibre installation in
Georgina has not been finalized
and is “still under discussion.”
Although no one could answer
how many additional Georgina
residents would be impacted by
the internet project, council was
told coverage would be improved significantly.
“This is a huge step forward for
all areas that deserve that connectivity,” said Mayor Margaret Quirk.
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School board trustee by-election by Sandra Bolan
Georgina residents will once again be going to the polls.
The York Region District School Board
has opted to hold a byelection to fill the
trustee’s post vacated by Nancy Elgie earlier this year. She held the seat for 17
years.
The board had a variety of options, which
among them included appointing the runner up – Cynthia Cordova – and holding a
byelection.
Before the board made its decision, it held
two community consultations – on the
same night in Georgina – last month.
It was the first time the York school board
held a public consultation regarding the
replacement of a trustee.
“I think it’s exciting that at the end of
whatever process we choose, we’ll get a
new trustee and that’s always a positive
for a board that’s in transition,” board
chairperson Loralea Carruthers told The
Georgina Post.
When speaking to Carruthers at one of the
public consultation sites, Carruthers noted
she had yet to make up her mind on which
way to fill Eglie’s vacated seat.
The public consultations netted 46 survey
and email responses. Thirty-three of the

respondents noted they preferred filling
the position via appointment of the first
runner up.
Georgina resident Leanne Irwin was one
of those respondents.
“Let her show us her stuff,” she said.
“This was never intended to be statistically
significant,” Carruthers said of the surveys, during the April 4 board meeting.
About 30 people went to Aurora to hear
the decision, which was made with no
discussion among the board members or
comments from the gallery.
Municipal elections typically have low
voter turn out. Case in point. Of the 9,276
eligible voters in the recently held Ward 1
byelection, only 1,162 cast a ballot.
“That’s not for the board to choose. It’s
for us to give them the opportunity to vote.
If they choose not to vote, that’s their democratic right,” Carruthers told The Post.
The byelection date will be set by the
Town of Georgina.
The elected candidate will hold the seat
until the next municipal election, which is
set for October 22, 2018.
The byelection is expected to cost about
$162,000.
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Time for Georgina Council to stand behind
wetland protection—NGFA says
A settlement conference for an
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB)
hearing of an appeal of the Town
of Georgina’s Official Plan, has
been slated for May 10 at 10:00
a.m. in council chambers.
The appeal to the OMB was
launched by the North Gwilimbury Forest Alliance (NGFA) and
is asking the OMB to amend the
Town’s Official Plan to stop the
DG Group from moving ahead
with their plans to build a 1,000unit housing development on 500
acres of land known as Maple
Lake Estates in the North Gwillimbury Forest.
The Maple Lakes Estates property
has had development approvals
from the highest level at the province since 1987—approvals which
the Town maintains cannot be
overturned at the municipal level.
The NGFA has made several attempts in the past to prevent the
development including an appeal
to both Georgina and York Region councils to remove an Urban
Residential Area designation on
the property from the Town’s
Official Plan.
The group also opposed a proposed land swap that would have
allowed the development rights to
be transferred from the Maple
Lake Estate lands to DG–owned
property on Deer Park Road. The
land swap idea was proposed in a
Greenbelt Plan review to remove
the Deer Park lands from the

Greenbelt in favour of adding the
Maple Lake Estate lands. However, the province did not approve
the request.
The settlement conference is an
opportunity for each side, (the
Town of Georgina and the
NGFA) to present the arguments
of their case prior to a hearing.
“This is the Town’s chance to
admit that its strategy of swapping
approval for a development on
prime agricultural lands in the
Greenbelt for protection of the
Maple Lake Estates (MLE) lands
has failed now that Municipal
Affairs Minister Mauro has
slammed the door on any such
arrangement. It's time for the
Town to bring its Official Plan in
line with Ontario rules for protecting wetlands instead,” NGFA
Chair Jack Gibbons said in a prepared statement.
In a NGFA-funded poll of 500
Georgina residents conducted by
Oraclepoll Research in Sudbury,
83 per cent of respondents supported the NGFA’s bid to amend
Georgina’s Official Plan (OP) to
stop the development and save the
wetland.
However, only 130 (26%) of the
respondents polled were aware of
the issue. The study did not break
down the 86 per cent support
based on “aware” and “unaware”
respondents and the geographical
location of the respondents was
not captured.

Briars Resort sold
Continued from page 1.
our staff, The Briars Golf Club
and the people in the south Lake
Simcoe area,” said Mr.Sibbald.
“From the many proposals we
assessed, the offer by prospective
buyer Mr. Lu, was by far the best
as far as plans to develop the
resort, protect the environment
and support jobs and the community.”
According to Mr. Sibbald, Mr.
Lu is an experienced and highly
successful businessman who currently resides in China although
plans are underway to relocate to
Canada in the coming months.
“We welcome the Lu family to
Jackson’s Point and applaud their
interest in the Briars and our

community. We will work
closely with them over the next
few months to ensure a smooth
hand-over,” he said.
Mr. Tom Tittel is the new General Manager hired by the new
owners to manage the resort.
Although there are no immediate
plans for changes to the property,
Mr. Sibbald said there is an opportunity to “re-imagine” the Red
Barn property and Mr. Lu has
some ideas about increasing the
number of guest rooms in the
current footprint of the resort.
Mr. Sibbald said his family is
feeling good about the sale, although it is bitter-sweet. “But we
were ready for someone else with
new ideas and new energy.”
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MOMENTUM skates to another gold medal in a successful 2016-2017 season
By Nick Raponi
MOMENTUM, a Newmarket-based, prenovice synchronized skating team comprised of ten skaters, came home as winners
after participating in the annual March Mania tournament hosted in Newmarket, Ontario.
The tournament was held from March 3-5
at the Ray Twinney Recreation Complex,
and was sponsored by Iced Energy Synchronized Skating Teams along with Skate
Canada-Central Ontario. The competition
hosted 50 teams comprised of approximately 1000 skaters, many of whom travelled from all over the province to compete.
Led by coach Kathy Stevens, MOMENTUM posted their highest scores of the season, scoring a total competition score of
51.23. What makes this even more impressive is the fact that the second and third
place finishers had a score of 45.58 and
45.32, thus proving that MOMENTUM’s
performance in this particular tournament
was strides ahead of their competition.
The team is fortunate to have Ms. Stevens
as their coach as her experience in the sport
goes a long way toward the team’s success.
Ms. Stevens has her NCCP level 3, which
takes dedication and a passion for the sport
and she is also a member of the Senior
Black Ice Precision Team, a synchronized
skating team that was a three-time medalist
at the World Championships and eight-time
Canadian national champions.
Carie Cryderman, a parent of one of the
skaters on the team and a Pefferlaw resident
describes the level of difficulty and commitment the sport demands.
“Synchronized skating is a specialized discipline of skating involving groups of 8
or more skaters performing various group
formations and maneuvers,” said Cryderman. “The objective is for the team to
perform as one unit executing circles,
blocks, lines, wheels and intersections in
unison to music, all while demonstrating
quality edges, power and flow.”
MOMENTUM is just in their third year
as a competitive synchronized skating
team and for such a newly formed team,
their results have been quite impressive.
While the team had great success at
March Mania, they are no strangers to
performing when the pressure is on them.
MOMENTUM has entered in five competitions this season, and medaled in all
but one.The team won gold at both
March Mania in Newmarket and Synchro
Capers in Oakville, while silver medals

Photo courtesy of Sean McKinnon
were earned at both the Bill Philips Invitational in Stratford and the Ontario Regional
Championships in Downsview.
“Momentum has been training [for the
season] since the spring of 2016. They attend a training camp in the fall to choreograph the base of their program,” said Ms.
Cryderman. “They also practice Tuesday
mornings from 6:00a.m.-7:30a.m. and Sunday evenings from 7:00p.m.-9:15p.m. between September to March. In addition,
each skater is required to skate a program
within their home club 2-3 days per week.”
While MOMENTUM is a competitionbased club in Newmarket, the skaters on the
team all have “home clubs” that they skate
at. While Emily Cryderman, a skater on the
team, may live in Pefferlaw, her home club
is in Beaverton.
“We focus on the bigger picture of moving
the sport forward, connected by our passion
and desire for Olympic status. And how do
we do that? We raise awareness and make,
‘what is synchronized skating?’ a question

of the past,” said Ms. Cryderman.
“The one thing that connects us all should
be recognized and appreciated by the general public on a grand scale. One Team
Movement supports everyone who is and
has ever been a part of the synchronized
skating community, including current and
former skaters, judges, officials, coaches,
parents, fans, the ISU and national federations. One Team Movement is officially
registered and recognized as a not-for-profit
corporation in Canada.”
Proudly sponsored by the Pefferlaw Lions,
TD Canada Trust and Figure Skating Boutique, the team is thankful for the support
they get from organizations that sponsor
them.
With the 2016-2017 season coming to an
end, the ladies will showcase their skills at
the Beaverton Skating Club Carnival on
March 25, 2017, and then again at the Newmarket Skating Club’s presentation of The
Wizard of Oz April 22 & 23, 2017.
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Pefferlaw Lioness celebrate 40 years of community service
One of Pefferlaw’s most active
service clubs, the Pefferlaw
Lioness Club is celebrating 40
years of service to this community this year. We take great
pride in honouring their
dedication with a profile of
their many accomplishments.
Congratulations to all of you!

Submitted by Betty Petten
The Pefferlaw Lioness Club was certified
on February 18, 1977 with 25 members,
sponsored by the Pefferlaw Lions and recognized by Lions International. Today the
Club has 19 members, three of whom are
originating members.
Over the years they have sponsored social
events and fundraising projects, always
with the goal of making their community a
better place to live.
In the early years they raised funds by catering to Smorgasbord dinners, a Country
& Western Weekend and presented an
Alabama Jubilee Variety Show. They also
catered to many private functions. These
days, they still cater, but on a much
smaller scale!
One of the first community services of the
Club was to spearhead the community
fundraising campaign that provided the
Pefferlaw Fire Department with the lifesaving “Jaws of Life” tool.
They then purchased a high quality commercial dishwasher for the Pefferlaw Lions
Hall that is still in use today. For a few
years, the Club organized Pefferlaw’s
Santa Claus Parade.
The Lioness placed a plaque recognizing
Captain William Johnston as the founder
of Pefferlaw in the parkette beside the dam
and built a shelter for the historical mill
wheels. Several years later the Edna Shepherd memorial bench was added to the
site.
They provided the arbour gate at the entrance to Cooke’s Cemetery and erected a
memorial stone in the cemetery with the
names of persons buried there whose
stones had been lost or destroyed.
The Club furnished the K-Pod Children’s
room at the Pefferlaw Library and funded
the VON Foot Care Clinic at Rixon Manor
until it closed. They have supported Sutton
District High School students on trips to
Ecuador and Thailand to assist with hu-

manitarian aid.
Today the Club
raises funds by running the snack bar
and selling Nevada
tickets at the
weekly Lions bingos.
They have been
running a Craft and
Hobby Sale at the
Lions hall, each
October since 1998,
featuring vendors
from Georgina. The
Lioness rent tables,
sell delicious homemade pies and op- The current executive of the Pefferlaw Lioness Club are: (Left to
erate the lunch
Right) Verna Creber, Margaret Hamelin, Lorraine Graham, Anne
counter. They col- Guy, Betty Petten, Gayle Middleton, Dianne Graham, Terry Winlect food items and dsor and Elaine Umphrey.
cash donations for
the Food Pantry as the admission price.
local families each Christmas.
Pefferlaw Lioness work together with their They have made hundreds of hats for
Lions Club on a number of projects: Vichemo patients as well as pillowcases and
sion and Hearing screening program for
lap blankets for children and adults in our
kindergarten children in 4 local schools;
local hospitals. They donate festively
Lions’ community children’s Christmas
wrapped Kleenex boxes to each resident at
party; Annual Remembrance Day service; the local nursing home at Christmas and
Effective speaking and peace poster conprovide custom made bags filled with toitests for MGPS students; Lions Clubs
letries to Sandgate Women’s shelter.
Camp Kirk work parties to clean up and
Since 2012, the Lioness have organized a
maintain the camp; March with the Lions community dog walk each May, to raise
in Sutton’s Santa Claus Parade. In turn, the funds for the Lions Foundation of Canada
Lions are always there to assist when
Dog Guide program which provides assisneeded to set up for the Lioness sponsored tance dogs at no charge to clients.
events. They really do work as a team!
The Club makes regular donations to the
The Lioness support several local youth
Southlake Health Centre’s fundraising
sports teams and sponsored the 1st Peffer- campaigns, to Lions Clubs Camp Kirk for
law Scouting group until they disbanded.
children with learning disabilities and
They also support the Breakfast Program
generously supports their District Presiat MGPS.
dent’s Charity Project each year.
Each year, the club provides 13 bursaries Aside from these community based purand awards to graduating students at
suits, the Pefferlaw Lioness are very active
SDHS, as well as an award at the Sunder- within the larger Lioness organization,
land Music Festival.
having hosted many District events over
Members volunteer at Georgina’s Canada the years and being the proud home Club
Day celebrations and at the Sno*Fest win- of four District Presidents and two Multiter event. The Club provides a trophy for
ple District Presidents.
the Car Show and operates a free Fish
They support numerous groups and chariPond with prizes for young children at the ties, not only across Ontario, but across
annual PAR picnic.
Canada and around the world.
The Lioness took over the Christmas An- The Pefferlaw Lioness will be celegels program when the Wilfrid church
brating their 40th Anniversary with
closed in 2010, and with the help of generan afternoon tea on Sunday, April
ous donations from the Community, they
23, 2017 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00
provide personalized Christmas gifts, as
p.m. at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall.
well as food boxes for around 25 needy
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Fanfest 2017 — Photos & story by Sandra Bolan
“Shh. You’re making too much noise. This is
a library, not a coffee shop.”
That is definitely not something you will ever
hear at the Georgina Public Library.
Gone are the days when you could have 100
people in a library and hear a pin drop.
Today, libraries are places where you can
have a coffee, kick off your shoes, get comfy
and chat with friends, use the computers and
even peruse the thousands of books that line
the shelves.
“The goal is to create a third living room,”
said Joel Sutherland, children and youth services librarian for the Georgina Public Library.
And that they did earlier this month at the
Keswick branch during FanFest 2.
Almost 1,300 kids and adults dressed up as

Left to Right: Luigi and Mario Brothers,
Jakob, 6, and Noah, 8, Crawford from
Jackson’s Point

their favourite comic
book hero, movie
character or pop culture icon and made
Pefferlaw Lions member Max Bulmer (right) takes pride in
action hero paper
donating One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00)
crafts, made buildings
on behalf of the Pefferlaw and District Lions Club to Jo-Ann
with LEGO, played
Gray, a representative for the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital.
video games and constructed their own
wands. The middle of
the library was a scaled down Diagon Alley, Prince Adam as well as Paw Patrol’s Skye
complete with Ollivander’s Wand Shop.
and Chase.
“It was easily the craziest, loudest program
I’ve ever run,” Sutherland said, adding that is
exactly what he wanted. Last year, the event
drew 850 people.
FanFest was created to honour and celebrate
the historic and ongoing contribution of fandom to literacy, art and culture. Costumes
were highly encouraged.
Whether it be through a vested interest in a
television/movie character or comic book
hero, the goal was to foster a love for literacy, according to Sutherland.
Case in point – Paw Patrol. The television
show is immensely popular but the books are
even more so. “I can’t buy enough. They’re
always checked out,” Sutherland said, noting
that is a good thing.
The event was also a way to get people into
the library, many for the first time.
(Left to Right) Super Heroes, Sloane
Children and adults could have their photos
Hogg, 6, Kincaide Robinson, 4, Ainsley
taken with numerous characters including
Robinson, 6, from Keswick.
Superman, Spiderman, Batman, Belle and
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Coming Events & Announcements
The April 10 meeting of the Georgina Brock
Garden Club will be a Dessert Meeting and
Open House beginning at 6:30 pm at the
Wilfrid Hall. Martin Galloway will discuss
“Your Garden Wakes Up for Spring.”
In honour of the Vimy Ridge 100th Anniversary, the Georgina Historical Society
invites you to the General Meeting on Tues.
April 18 to hear Ron Atkins from the Museum of Military History discuss WW1 battles and Vimy Ridge. York Regional Police
station on Baseline at 7:00 pm.
Luisa Sello is returning! The international
flutist will be in North America as soloist
with orchestras in New York, Chicago, Toronto and she has been persuaded her to
come to the Georgina Art Centre again! The
event is called Coloured Pictures, and takes
us on a magical journey through art, love –
and smiles! Friday, April 21, 2017 at 7.30
pm. Tickets $25 (members $22.50, students
$15).

at caring@hospicegeorgina.com (Pre orders
will be accepted until April 20th 2017 at
12pm).
The Sutton Fair Silent Auction takes place
fromm 7:00 to 11:00 pm on Sat. April 22 at
the Sutton Kin Hall.
The Pefferlaw Lioness will be celebrating
their 40th Anniversary with an afternoon tea
on Sunday April 23, 2017 from 2:00 pm to
4:00 pm at the Pefferlaw Lions Hall.
Learn the “Importance of Milkweed” at the
April 11 meeting of the Lake Simcoe South
Shore Naturalists Club meeting. York Regional Police building on Baseline Rd. in
Sutton at 7:30 pm.

If you love to sing, then this event is for you!
The Voices of Georgina in partnership with
the Town of Georgina are hosting another
Sing! Sing! And Sing Some More! event on
Sat. April 29 at the Link in Sutton. For more
information on how you can register, call
20th Hospice Georgina Annual Pansy Sale Susan Stewart at (905) 716-2565.
will be held on April 22, 2017, between
You are invited to a Spring Bazaar at the
10:00 am and 3:00 pm. $18.00 per flat and
Keswick United Church in Keswick on Sat.
$2.00 per box of 4. Located at: Sutton No
May 6 from 8:00 am to noon. Baking, clothFrill’s, The Lake Simcoe Arms restaurant,
ing, books, plants, toys and nifty stuff and
The Keswick Beer Store, Keswick Rexall,
vendors too! Light refreshments.
Keswick Master Mechanic and Canadian Pro
Keswick Gardens will host their Annual
Carpet in Pefferlaw. To pre-order you can
Sprint Bazaar on Sat. May 6. 9am to 1pm.
call Laurie at 905-722-9333 or email her

DEATH NOTICE
Doris Iolene Beare
Peacefully at her
home on the shore
of Lake Simcoe, Sunkist Beach, on Thursday, March 30, 2017
at the age of 101
years. Doris Beare
(nee Axford), beloved wife of the late Stewart Beare.
Dear mother of Shirley Corner
(Richard), Karen Henry (Creighton),
Wendy Hansen (Erik), Robert Beare,
and Cathy Rennie (Ted). Lovingly remembered by her nine Grandchildren,
19 Great Grandchildren and one Great
Great Granddaughter. Fondly remembered by her family at Virginia United
Church, Club 55, Sutton, and the Pefferlaw Arts and Crafts Club and her
many friends.A Memorial Service will
be held in Knox United Church, 34
Market Street, Sutton,Sunday, April
23, 2017 at 2:00p.m. Memorial donations to Virginia United Church, 28280
Highway 48, Box 32, Sutton, ON L0E
1R0 would be appreciated by the family.Arrangements in care of the Forrest
& Taylor Funeral Home 905-722-3274.
Memorial Condolences may be made
at www.forrestandtaylor.com

