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Sutton York Regional Police Station will close over-night starting in May
The Georgina Post obtained a document on
March 28 detailing cost cutting measures
that will eliminate the presence of an overnight Staff Sergeant at the York Regional
Police (YRP) station in Sutton and see the
doors closed from 11:00 in the evening to
7:00 the following morning.
But according to the YRP #3 District area
Superintendent Heidi Schellhorn, the
change will not only improve efficiencies
it will also increase the police presence in
Georgina.
She said after conducting a detailed review
of the over-night traffic coming into the
station, it made more sense to put that officer in a patrol car.
“It is more efficient to have that member
go on the road and put an extra car on the
road then having them perform the duties
they had here because we had very, very
little pedestrian traffic into the station,”
Spt. Schellhorn said.
Historically, calls for service at the front
desk of the station after 11:00 pm were
fewer than 10, she said.
“I believe the public is better served having that officer taken from the front desk
and put them into a car where they can
provide a service to the public. And we are
not serving our community well by having
an officer sit at a desk doing very little.”
Once the changes are implemented next
month, visitors opening the outer front

doors of the station after 11:00 pm will be
greeted with a security camera and an audio box for two-way communication with
dispatch in Aurora. “And an officer will be
called to attend,” Spt. Schellhorn said.
The station in Sutton is not the only York
Region police detachment looking for efficiencies. The Stouffville station is also
closed over-night and it is a trend other
departments across the GTA are following.
“We are monitoring it through the next six
months to assess key performance indicators,” she said. “We will make assessments
throughout this process to see what the
public thinks and we will look at those
efficiencies over the six month period to
see how we are doing.”
The document also reports that prisoners,
which normally would be booked, processed and confined overnight in Sutton,
will be transported to #1 District in Newmarket.
However, Sgt. Schellhorn said that is not
necessarily how it will work. “Yes, there
may be times when we transport them to
#1 District but there may also be times
when it is too busy to transport and we will
keep the prisoners here,” she said, adding,
even though the station is closed, officers
may still be on the premises.
The total York Regional Police budget for
2016 was increased to $328.7 million
($295 million in operating costs) which

provides for 17 new sworn officers and
five additional civilian staff. This represents an $8.7 million increase over the
2015 operating budget of the force.
Spt. Schellhorn said four of those 17 new
officers will be located in #3 District. This
will push the #3 District police-topopulation ratio to one officer for every
500 residents. “This is three times as many
officers than is in the south,” Sgt. Schellhorn said.
Ward 3 Councillor Dave Neeson said he
didn’t learn about the YRP plan to close
the station overnight until Wednesday,
March 30 and said he was “concerned and
sceptical” at what amounts to a “service
reduction.” But, he said he wants to investigate the impact of the plan before commenting further.
Local resident Ed Martin said he is not
completely opposed to the idea of closing
the station over-night as long as there is
still an opportunity for assistance if it is
needed and if the change is going to result
in cost savings.
“I don’t disagree with cutting back because
we have to get past the idea of needing
more money all of the time,” he said, adding, he would like to see greater efficiencies without adding additional officers.
“With all of the technology, there’s gotta
be a better way to do the same amount of
work with less people,” he said.
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The ‘less is more’ scenario
Town Treasurer Rebecca
Mathewson said something at a
council meeting a while ago
that got me thinking. She explained that one of the reasons
town water rates keep going up
is because people are taking
advantage of water conservation measures and using less
water. This means revenues for
water use are going down but
infrastructure and operating
costs continue to go up and
water rates need to go up to
make up for the revenue shortfall caused by conservation.
So I took a look at that scenario
and extrapolated it to energy
usage to see if that could explain some of the reasoning
behind why we keep getting hit
with higher hydro bills.
We have all been trying to get
our hydro bills down by using
less energy. We've purchased
energy-saving appliances,
we’ve switched from incandescent light bulbs to LED and
with time-of-use smart meters,
we wash our dishes and our
clothes in the evening. Some
people have purchased ondemand hot water heaters,
we've all become very conscious of shutting off the lights
when we are not in the room
and other people are off the
grid entirely with solar energy
technology. So it stands to reason that our energy consumption is decreasing.
A friend of mine keeps meticulous records of his energy bills
and is religiously committed to
reducing his hydro usage—and
hopefully reduce his energy
bill. In January 2011 he consumed 2,002 kilowatts of hydro
compared to 1,407 kilowatts in
January 2016—a decrease of
more than 34 per cent. But
these energy saving measures
have had no effect on his bill—
in fact, he is paying 55 per cent
more for the energy he is using
today than he would have paid
five years ago and even with a
34 per cent reduction in usage,
his current hydro bill is higher.

I called the Ministry of Energy
to find out if Ontario's demand
for hydro has decreased over
the past five years and guess
what...our combined usage has
gone down by 4.5 terawatthours. (megawatt =1 million
watts, gigawatt = 1,000 megawatts, terawatt = 1,000 gigawatts.)
And this decrease in demand is
in spite of higher residential
growth throughout the province.
Now I'm not suggesting the
only reason our hydro rates are
going up is because we are using less energy but it sure does
give me pause to wonder if it
has something to do with it.
Certainly I am not overlooking
the environmental benefits of
reducing our energy footprint
either, but it would kind of
bother me if I knew for sure
that the more I try to save, the
more it’s going to cost.
Karen Wolfe
Editor
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Routes hosts provincial rural communities transportation workshop in Georgina
On Tuesday, March 29, more than 100
representatives of rural transportation service agencies from across Ontario came
together at the Link to share ideas and
network to address the transportation challenges facing Ontario’s rural communities.
The workshop explored five distinct
themes: building community support, collaborative partnerships, revenue and funding sources, marketing and promotion and
technology. The themes spoke to the results of a transportation research study
sponsored by Rural Ontario Institute
which identified the unique realities rural
transportation service agencies must manage to remain sustainable.
More than 100 delegates from across Ontario gather at the Link to discuss rural transNorman Ragetlie, the Director of Policy
portation issues.
and Stakeholder Engagement for Rural
Ontario Inc. (ROI) said rural communities connecting Georgina communities using a to ensure local residents have access. Other
partnerships include the Georgina Training
have smaller populations which must travel volunteer-driven model that is focused on
Centre, the Learning Centre and the United
nurturing partnerships with other not-forgreater distances to access services availWay.
able in urban centres. Mr. Ragetlie says this profit organizations.
She said partnership opportunities are relow density and dispersed nature of popula- With less money to go around due to a
vealed when listening to other social serlower tax base in rural communities, Ms.
tion, employment and services makes it
vice agencies who work closely with their
difficult to provide effective transportation Wilkinson described the Routes approach
that meets all needs within a community at for a solution-based, multi-sector arrange- client base and who know first hand what
they need. “Its really looking at what is,
ment which she says moves the needle
reasonable costs. The cost-per-ride equawhat’s missing in order to develop visions
from a competitive environment for fundtion is more expensive in rural areas than
ing into a more collaborative one.“The phi- for what should be,” she said.
typically experienced in more urban cenlosophy of Routes is
tres, he says.
In addition, Mr. Ragetlie said the lower tax collaboration and
base in rural areas means there is less fund- partnership building available for subsidized transportation ing,” she said.
“Working together
services. “This has resulted in a lack of
for the greater good,
public and community transportation sernot in silos, not comvice in many rural communities.”
peting, not always
Cathy Wilkinson, Executive Director for
Routes, a local not-for-profit transportation having to lead.”
service for disadvantaged residents, was the Routes currently
host for the workshop and she echoed Mr. partners with
Ragetlie’s assessment of the challenges and CHATS to help prosaid Georgina aligns with these challenges. vide transportation
for the elderly and
In her presentation to the delegates, she
with the Food Pantry
shared her organization’s experience in
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Public workshop planned to come up with a pa
It is an environmental calamity that
has plagued Georgina residents for
more than two decades and now a
group of green development investors wants to find out what the
community thinks should be done
about the former Thane Smelter on
Warden Avenue.
TPLC Holdings Inc. and James
Calnan, a principal consultant with
QDM Associates, will host a workshop/forum at the Presbyterian
Church on Woodbine Ave. in Keswick on Saturday, April 30. TPLC
Holdings has had a conditional
offer to purchase the property since
2011.
According to Mr. Calnan, his goal
will be to engage residents in an
open discussion and workshop
format to ultimately produce a collective public response to a recent
Ministry of the Environment draft
Director’s Order for the property.
The Draft Order was posted on the
Environmental Bill of Rights Registry on March 21 and is seeking
comment from the public on an
order which requires property
owner Howard Sniatowski to pro-
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duce a remediation/mitigation plan
for the Thane Smelter site.
TPLC Holdings and Mr. Calnan
see this as an opportunity to bring
residents together and brainstorm
around ideas that will remediate
the site and put the environmental
degradation issue to bed once and
for all.
The former Thane Smelter, located
on 20 acres of land on Warden
Ave., was in operation recovering
and recycling aluminum from scrap
for close to 24 years. It closed its
doors in 1997 but left behind a
mountain of dross and salt slag
which has over the years adversely
affected neighbouring lands and an
abutting wetland via off-site contaminant migration. Monitoring
and testing has revealed elevated
levels of dioxins, aluminum and
other heavy metals are present.
This led to a public outcry which
found its way back to the Ministry
of the Environment with demands
to either enforce a clean-up order
or pay for the rehabilitation of the
site.
In 2007 the Ministry hired a con-
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ath forward for former Thane Smelter property
sultant to conduct an assessment of
the site and provide remedial options with costs. Three solutions
were suggested: a) excavate and
remove the slag pile and impacted
soils ($3.9 million); b) entomb the
contamination ($2.7 million); and
c) install an engineered composite
cover and surface water controls
($1.5 million). The report also concluded that the owner, Mr. Sniatowski, did not have the financial
resources to remediate the site and,
to date, none of the options have
been acted upon.
In January 2015, local residents
and the Town of Georgina discovered that the previous MOE Director’s Order to clean up the site was
removed by MOE in July 2014—
without providing notice to the
Town or local members of a former
MOE-led advisory committee.
As a result, local resident Debbie
Gordon and the Town of Georgina
initiated two separate legal proceedings against MOE demanding
that the Director’s Order be reinstated.
Although it is unclear whether or

not the new draft Director’s order
requiring the property owner to
develop a remediation plan is an
MOE response to the legal proceedings, Ms. Gordon’s lawyer,
Laura Bowman from Ecojustice,
says “I will leave you to connect
the dots there.” She says MOE has
already received remediation
plans—once in 2001 and again in
2007. “So we don’t see the benefit
for ordering this again. They already have the report that recommends various remediation options.”
However, Mr. Calnan says to expect taxpayers—either provincial
or municipal taxpayers—to pick up
the tab for the clean-up is unrealistic and he is hoping the results of
the workshop will identify other
options. “People need to understand what these proposals mean to
their taxes,” he said. “The reality
is not that the province will pay for
this. The reality is not and should
not be that the Town pays for this,”
he said, adding, a plan which involves private industry is the only
realistic option left.
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Tennyson Tidbits
We were so
sorry to hear of
the passing of
Christine Patterson on
March 17 at the
age of 65.
Chris was an
icon at Sutton District High
School and we send our sincere condolences to her family and many friends.
And to the
family and
friends of
Orest Kortko,
who passed
away on
March 25 at
the age of 83,
we want to say to Liz and her
sons, daughter and their families have very sorry we are
for your loss. Orest was a
popular Georgina business
owner for many years and he
will be greatly missed.
Sadly, we
also mark the
passing of
Wilf Tamblyn, 82, who
passed away
on March 25.
Wilf was a
charter member of the
Pefferlaw & District Lions
Club, a farmer for many years
and known by his family and
many friends for his generous
spirit and broad smile. Rest in

peace, Wilf.
And, we were deeply saddened to learn that long-time
Port Bolster resident Bernie
Fairbarn, 90, passed away at
Southlake Hospital on Tuesday, April 5. Bernie is survived by his loving wife Isobel and his son Rick and wife
Verna and their family.
Our condolences go out to his
many friends and extended
family. We will miss you!
We would like to send Happy
Birthday wishes out to
Trystin Verdoold who turns
nine on April 17. Hope you
have a great day, Trystin.
Congratulations are in order
for the Buchner Manufacturing Women’s Hockey Team
for winning the Oakwood
Ladies 2016 Championship!
Just how unlucky can one
family be?! Fire crews in
Pefferlaw responded to a 5thwheel mobile trailer fire in
Udora on Monday, April 4.
June and Randy Wilkins had
purchased the 5th wheel to
live in while they rebuilt their
home which had been destroyed by fire in July last
year. According to reports the
5th wheel was destroyed after
a refrigeration unit caught
fire. The Wilkins were able to
retrieve some of their personal items and no injuries
were reported.
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A big shout out to Jim and Carolyn Crate (right centre and
right) from the Fahey & Crate law firm in Sutton, who
donated $8,900 to be equally split between Marie Morton
(left) for Hospice Georgina and Catherine Cook (left centre) for the Food Pantry. Over the years Fahey and Crate
has donated $80,000 from revenues generated from their
wills and power of attorney services to local charities.

A member of two Stanley Cup
winning teams (1951 and 1961)
in his lifetime and a former
Georgina business owner, Todd
Sloan, 89, was the host-with-themost at a recent citizen recognition event held at the Sutton Legion on Sat. April 2.
Mr. Sloan played centre for the
Toronto Maple Leafs from 19511958 and the Chicago Black
Hawks from 1959-1961. He
owned and operated the Kenwood Hotel in Jackson’s Point
throughout the 1960s. He poses
with his Maple Leaf jersey.

The Keswick Library was a hotbed of activity on Sat. April 2 as
they hosted the Georgina Fanfest
event. It is estimated that close
to 800 families, some decked out
in costumes, attended the event
to meet the Star Wars Storm
Troopers and their favourite
comic book super heroes. Above,
four-year-old Reid Allen (a.k.a.
Captain America) from Keswick
meets his crime-fighting colleague, Spiderman.

Graduating students Doreen Bradimore (left) and Sharon
Gould (right) prepare a citrus salad for guests attending
a graduation ceremony on March 31 for 15 students participating in a Culinary Employment program. The four
week GTTI program was delivered at the Link kitchen
and was led by Chef Cori Doern who taught techniques
and knowledge necessary for work in the culinary field.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
You are invited to a Home Canning Seminar
Attend the Georgina Brock Garden Club
meeting on Apr. 11 at the Wilfrid Hall at 7:30 at the Wilfrid Hall on Sat. Apr. 23 from 9:00
to noon. Call (705) 928-2298 to register.
pm for a discussion on Garden Seduction.
The next Sutton Library Book Club meeting
will be on Wed. Apr. 13 at 7:00 pm.

you to grab a canoe or kayak and paddle
down the Pefferlaw River for their Annual
Canoe Run on Sat. May 7. You can pick up a
pledge sheet at the Udora General Store. Register at 8:00 am on Zephyr Sideroad.

Help support the Food Pantry on Apr. 24 and
participate in the 5K Run for the Pantry. Food
and cash welcome. Registration 8:30 am.
Check out the Spring Bazaar at the Udora
On Thurs. Apr. 14 the Keswick Library will
United Church on Sat. Apr. 30. 9:00-2:00 pm.
host a Service Ontario information session at Trinity United Church in Cannington will
Everything from antiques to woodworking.
7:00 pm.
host an annual “Swing into Spring” pulled
Don’t miss it. (705) 228-8102.
The Friends of the Library will host their 10th pork supper, art show from 5:00-7:00 pm on
Sun. Apr. 24.
Annual Great Groan-Up Spelling Bee at the
CLASSIFIED ADS
Kin Hall on Fri. Apr. 15. Dinner is at 6:30
The Phoenix Singers will be at the Georgina
FOR SALE OR SEASONAL RENTAL—
pm. Funds support literacy initiatives.
Arts Centre on Sun. Apr. 24 at 2:00 pm preApr 30 to Oct. 2. Fully furnished, 1 BR, 2senting ‘April is in my Mistress’ Face’, a
The Georgina Military Museum will open
bath mobile home with shed. Green Acres,
compilation of music through the ages from
their doors for the season on Apr. 16 during
Pefferlaw. $650 per mo. $500 security dethe 1500s to today.
weekends only. New and restored exhibits.
posit. First and last required. Call (905) 4762399 or (905) 982-0122.
You’ll want to check out David Hickey’s
Head out to the Wilfrid Hall on Sat. Apr. 16
Crystal
Journey
at
the
Udora
Hall
on
Sun.
between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm for their
Apr. 24 at 2:00 pm. Crystal bowls, Gongs,
Knick Knack Sale and a GBGC Tool Sharpening Workshop. Vendors can call (905) 437- Santoors. Call (705) 228-8268.
1467 for a table.
On Apr. 27 at 1:30 pm at Club 55 in Keswick
Jericho Youth Services is hosting a fun Trivia the Library will host a Reflections on Aging
Night at the Link on Sat. April 16 at 6:30 pm. Seminar with the theme—Joy!
Attend the Shades of Hope Wildlife Refuge
fundraising event on Sun. Apr. 17—11:00 am
-4:00 pm at the Lions Community Centre in
Pefferlaw. Wildlife presentations, games, face
painting, silent auction, raffle and more.
Join Georgina and East Gwillimbury church
choirs for a Celebration of Choirs
performance on Sun. Apr. 17 from 2:00 to
4:30 pm at Sharon-Hope
United Church.
The Georgina Historical
Society will host their
General Meeting at the
Sutton police station on
Tues. Apr. 19 at 7:00 pm
when Melissa Matt will
discuss the pioneering
Bouchier family.
The Udora Lions will
host their monthly spaghetti dinner at the Udora
Hall on April 22 at 5:00
pm.

The Keswick Community Church in Keswick
Community Dinner is on Wed. Apr. 27 from
5:00 to 6:00 pm.
Sign up for the Hike for Hospice on Sun. May
1 at 12:00 pm at the Georgina Pioneer Village
and Archives.
The Udora Leaskdale Lions Club is inviting

