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Georgina’s Business Excellence Awards
An enthusiastic crowd congratulated the winners of the Georgina
Business Excellence Awards held
at the Briar’s Resort on Monday
evening, March 30.
Garry and Elizabeth Johnston
(photo top right), owners and operators of the Keswick Canadian
Tire Store, celebrated with staff
when they were awarded the
award in the Large Business category.
The Small Business Award went
to Laura Younder (photo centre
right) for her business known as
Ananda Hot Yoga in Keswick.
Her studio offers the yoga experience for all skills and fitness levels
and employs 12 yoga instructors.
Picking up the New Business
Award was Jennifer Metzner
(photo bottom right), the proprietor of Flip N’ Wicked Gymnastics
located at 433 The Queensway S.
in Keswick. Programs offered at
the gym include Pre-school for
children ages two and three, CanGym, Pre-Competitive and Competitive Gymnastics for both boys
and girls.
Continued on page 5...

Combined water and sewer rates
will increase 13.2 per cent
Council has approved a combined rate increase of
13.2 per cent for water and sewer services in 2015.
Based on an average quarterly usage of 62 cubic
metres, users will pay $238.57 in 2015 compared
to $210.66 per quarter in 2014.
Individually, water rates will increase 7.8 per cent
to $1.66 per cubic metre and sewer rates will go up
18.4 per cent to $2.06 per cubic metre.
The 2015 water budget approved by council includes capital expenditures of $268,000 and operating expenses of $5.6 million, including contributions to reserves and debt servicing costs.
The waste water budget approved for 2015 includes capital expenditures of $2.2 million and
operating costs of $6.7 million. In total the combined water and sewer budget is $14.75 million.
Continued on page 7...
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Letters to the Editor
In reading your article regarding the train rights of
way through not only Pefferlaw but consider, in the
event of a derailment the
possibility and probable spill of crude and devastating fires that will follow, the massive impact
on the complete watersheds
of Lake Simcoe, parts of
areas around Georgian Bay,
the Kawartha Lakes Regions. And it may even
have the ability to contaminate the Moraine watersheds. These areas, as you
have delicately pointed out,
are not even close to being
prepared for such a horrific
event.
I will be the first one to
suggest that when the tracks
were laid by our forefathers
we would only be moving
wood, grains and ore. It is
the responsibility of the
now in-charge to ensure
these methods of moving
toxic and all flammable materials be addressed in the
immediate time scope.
If rail is the method of
choice (and I doubt it) then
we need to lay a complete
new set of tracks away
from towns and water
sources to ensure everyone's safety. Or get on with
a pipeline and quit the
small talk.
Lives are more precious
than the almighty oil dollar
and the destruction of such
a massive resource.
Lac-Megantic tragically is
just hiding to strike again,
but where.
Wayne Stubbings
Kawartha Lakes
Dear Editor
The UN has declared 2015

as "The Year of the Soils"
to draw people's attention
to the importance of soils
for human existence. One
third of the worlds soils are
degraded due to erosion,
salinization, chemical pollution etc. Soil is a finite
resource for food, medicines, ecosystem services,
so it is important that we
use it wisely.
It takes the environment
one thousand years to add
one centimetre of soil, yet
in vast areas of Georgina
we strip 2 - 3 cms per year
of soil from the sod farms
and allow it to be trucked
outside our community.
Our council should change
our by-laws to limit or
eliminate this waste of our
soils.
James Reeves
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Art Gallery doesn’t want to go to LINK
In an official statement released
by the Georgina Art Gallery on
March 29, they are rejecting the
Town’s plans to have the Gallery join other community organizations as tenants in the
newly repurposed Sutton Public
School.
“I am hoping the people, community leaders and businesses
of the Town of Georgina and
the Region of York will unite to
save our beloved little gallery
from forced relocation to the
LINK,” said Demetri Kiritsis,
Marketing and Communications
Facilitator for the Gallery. “The
Town has acted without warning and is withholding key information in an attempt to force
these changes through before
the board or staff can respond.”
On March 26, council was
aware of the dissension among
staff, volunteers and the Gallery’s Board of Directors and
Regional Councillor Danny
Wheeler specifically asked if
issues could be sorted out. “I
would like to know that we are
moving ahead as one big happy
family,” he said.
Manager of Culture Phil Rose
Donahoe responded by saying
new staff members at the Gallery coupled with a lack of leadership made it difficult to know
who is speaking on behalf of the
Gallery.
However, according to Councillor Frank Sebo who was present
during a recent tour of the Link
facility with potential tenants on
March 24 “they can see the potential of the space and are

working with the Town,” he
said.
Not so, according to the recent
Gallery statement.
“We do not want to move to the
LINK as yet. It is premature and
has no proposed business plan
from the Town,” the release
stated. “We cannot afford to do
it even if we wanted to. For the
Town to enforce the move of
our Arts Centre and Gallery to
the LINK facility, it could herald the end of everything we
have strived to achieve since the
Gallery was established 15
years ago.”
The statement goes on to say
the proposed move will impose
redundancies on the Gallery that
will have a dramatic impact on
current and future markets.
“This premature, forced move
to the LINK will result in a significant loss of expertise, dedication and experience which its
long-standing front-of-house
team provides...We believe the
proposed redundancies are unjustified and unfair and that
they will ultimately jeopardize
and damage the relationship we
have developed with out members and customers throughout
the years. We are united in our
intention to fight the proposed
immediate move and ask for
your support and solidarity.”
At an April 1 council meeting, a
written staff report on the LINK
suggested a report on the proposed relocation of the Georgina Art Centre and Gallery to
The Link will be provided to
Council at a future meeting.
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Road work and sidewalks in Pefferlaw
York Region has confirmed that
it will begin a 19 km rehabilitation of Old Homestead Rd. from
Warden Ave. in the west to Station Rd. in Pefferlaw to the east.
The $2 million project will begin
on June 1 and will involve laying down a chip and seal surface
with a geotextile layer for added
strength and durability.
Nelson Costa, Manager of Road
Safety and Traffic Data Management from York Region said
although the intersections along
Old Homestead will be paved
with asphalt, the balance of the
roadway did not warrant an asphalt surface due to the 1,300
vehicle/day traffic volume.
Mr. Costa addressed the rapid
deterioration of the chip and seal
surface when the roadway was
rehabilitated in 2009 and said
the geotextile and fog seal to be
used this year will address that
issue. “This will last longer than
traditional chip and seal,” he
said.
An April 8 staff report to council

on the long-awaited sidewalks
along Station Rd. in Pefferlaw
suggests a conceptual design has
been completed and staff will
move forward organizing a public meeting to unveil the design.
Director of Operations Dan
Pisani told council the design
brings the sidewalks south from
Pefferlaw Road along the west
side of Station Rd. parallel with
the CN tracks. Approximately
half way down, the sidewalks
will switch to the east side and
follow the river down to the
walking bridge.
Mr. Pisani said a flashing yellow
light would be installed at the
point where the sidewalks move
from the west side to the east
side of the road.
Councillor Dave Harding said he
has reviewed the conceptual
design and is satisfied it provides the least amount of disturbance to residents.
Mr. Pisani expects the public
meeting will be held after the
first week of May.
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Business Excellence Award winners
Continued from
page 1.
Susan Gorman
(second from
right), the face
behind the highly
successful Jericho
Youth programs,
and her staff were
on hand to accept
the Non-Profit
award.
The Spirit Award
went to Charlene
Biggerstaff (photo
top far right) for
her work in the
community and
the owner of Ten
Yoga.
Linda and Mike
Thompson (photo
bottom right) from
Miklin Farms
were the winners
of the Agricultural
Award.

Tennyson Tidbits
Happy belated birthday
wishes from hubby Arnie
and friends of Carroll Hall.
Carroll turned 77 on March
26. Hope you had a great
day!
Another Happy Birthday
goes to Trystin Verdoold
who turns 8 years old on
April 17.

Ravenshoe on Tuesday,
March 31. The fire, which
had spread to a neighbouring field was quickly extinguished. However, the barn
was destroyed and several
sheep and two pot bellied
pigs perished in the fire. No
cause has been identified.

Canningtons 187 year old
Trinity United Church completed their renovations on
We also want to send out
Happy Birthday greetings to their new chancel earlier
this month. The main design
Amy Menezes who will
celebrate her 34th birthday changes to the sanctuary
were the sound and electrion April 20. Have a great
cal connections and the one
day, Amy!
level, multi-access platform
And Carter O’Neill will turn which includes a new ramp
seven on April 23. Have a
for easy accessibility. The
very Happy Birthday,
purpose of the renovation
Carter.
was to update and improve
the effectiveness and accesGeorgina’s fire service was sibility of the space for use
called out to a barn fire on
by the church and others.
Ravencrest Rd. north of
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Hometown talent becoming NHL regular and Georgina’s torchbearer at Pa
By Josh Wegman
Worcester he was a consistent threat, postKeswick, Ont. native Chris Tierney is liv- ing near point-per-game numbers.
ing out the dreams of all young hockey
After being recalled by the Sharks in early
players who lace up their skates in hopes
February, Tierney wasted no time contribof one day playing in the National Hockey uting offensively. In just his second game
League. Tierney has become a constant
in the lineup of the San Jose Sharks as
they battle for a playoff spot in the
NHL’s Western Conference—and he’s
doing it at just 20 years of age.
In a league where the average player is
28-years-old, Tierney has tallied two
goals and seven assists in 28 games for
the Sharks this season, as of mid-March.
Tierney, a centre, cracked the opening
day lineup for San Jose and recorded his
first point in his very first game in Los
Angeles.
Photo courtesy of the Associated Press: Keswick
“My dad flew down to watch the game born Chris Tierney with the San Jose Sharks.
so it was a pretty special moment for me
and him,” said Tierney. “To finally play in back with the Sharks, he scored his first
NHL goal on a deflection off a Brent
that first game was a pretty surreal feelBurns point shot in a 5-1 victory over the
ing.”
Vancouver Canucks.
Early in the season, Tierney bounced up
and down from the big club to San Jose’s “Scoring the first one was a nice relief,
nice to get it off my chest,” said Tierney,
American Hockey League affiliate in
who scored his second of the year less than
Worcester, MA. During his time in
a month later against the very same Ca-

nucks team in Vancouver. “After you
score the first one you can just kind of
relax and get back to your game.”
Tierney’s game has been an effective one
as of late, centering the Sharks’ fourth line
between veteran enforcer John Scott and
fellow rookie Barclay Goodrow. Both
Tierney and Goodrow played the majority of their minor hockey with the York
Simcoe Express and, despite being a year
apart, are now roommates in San Jose.
Before he donned the black, red and
white of the York Simcoe Express, Tierney played for his hometown Georgina
Blaze, winning an OMHA championship
in his Novice season.
After opening eyes throughout his entire
minor hockey career, Tierney was selected in the first round of the Ontario
Hockey League Priority Selection Draft
by the London Knights. With London he
established himself as a playoff performer,
leading the Knights to three Memorial Cup
appearances with 46 career points in 53
playoff games. In his final season, Tierney
was named team captain and was voted
OHL’s Western Conference smartest
player in an OHL coach’s poll.
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an Am Games this summer
After his second year in the
OHL, Tierney was selected in
the second round, 55th overall in
the 2012 NHL entry draft by the
Sharks. Entering this season,
the Sharks have made 10 consecutive playoff appearances,
led by a veteran core in Joe
Thornton, Patrick Marleau, Joe
Pavelski, Logan Couture and
Brent Burns.
The rookie has wasted no time
picking the brains of these seasoned veterans.
“I grew up watching these guys
so it’s pretty surreal when you
get to meet them and watch
them in practice, in games and
just see the little things they
do,” said Tierney. “I watch a lot
of Thornton and Couture with
them being centremen and having played a lot of games in this
league.
“There’s a reason why they’re
elite centremen, so there’s a lot
of things you can pick up just by

watching them and asking them
questions.”
Tierney will have plenty of time
to develop and learn the pro
game as he is a young building
block up the middle for a youthful Sharks team. For now,
though, he is focused on the task
at hand—getting the Sharks to
the postseason.
“It’s fun to play when every
game matters,” said Tierney,
whose Sharks currently sit three
points behind Los Angeles for
the final wild card spot in the
Western Conference. “It’s so
tight in the Western Conference— every night is a big
game.”
His success as a pro hockey
player has also attracted attention at home. Tierney has been
selected by the Town of Georgina as the Pan Am Games
torchbearer during the community torch relay that will visit
Georgina on June 26.

2015 water and sewer rates
Continued from page 1.
“Maintaining safe drinking
water is a top priority for this
Council and to help ensure
that we are able to do that we
had to make tough decisions
about adjusting our rates.
While we distribute water to
residents, we receive water
from the Region, and need to
pay for it. Our rates are well
within range of our York Region municipal comparators,
and due to Provincial regulations, the Town of Georgina
has one of the safest and highest quality water systems in
the world,” says Mayor Margaret Quirk. After purchasing
water from the Region, the
Town provides water and
sewer services to approximately 12,900 properties.
The 2015 Water and Sewer
Budgets include payments of
$6.9 million to the Region of
York for water supply and

sewage treatment, representing 46.3 per cent of the
Town’s gross expenditures.
The Town’s water and sewer
budgets are fully supported by
user rates and are not funded
by property taxes. Some of
the primary water services
include: distribution of safe
and clean water to residents,
businesses and institutions,
fire hydrant maintenance and
repair, water sampling for the
Ministry of Environment,
watermain repairs, watermain
swabbing and inspections,and
the installation, repair and
reading of water meters.
Sewer services include: the
collection of sewage in a safe
manner, clearing of line
blockages, maintenance and
repair of sewers, manhole
repairs, sewer flushing and the
installation of new sewer connections to street line for unserviced lots.
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Town and local resident seek
justice for failure to clean up
Thane Smelter site

 Life Insurance

Town of Georgina or local resiThe Town of Georgina and
dents, the Ministry revoked the
local resident Debbie Gordon
clean-up order.
are seeking parallel judicial
Georgina’s CAO Winanne
reviews in the matter of the
Grant announced the Town’s
abandoned Thane Smelter on
decision to launch the legal
Warden Ave. The two notices
of application were filed at Di- action at the April 8 council
visional Court last week. Laura meeting. She said the steps the
Town is taking is the result of
Bowman and Ian Miron, lawyers working for Ecojustice, are several meetings when options
to discuss the Town’s
representing Ms.
concerns over the
Gordon.
of the
The Thane
“Polluters can’t revocation
clean up order were
smelter operation
was abandoned in be allowed to discussed.
According to Ms.
1997, leaving a
just walk
Bowman, the case is
large unauthoraway.”
about ensuring that
ized pile of dross
Debbie Gordon the government of
and slag susOntario is serious
pected of conabout remediating
taining numerous
pollution from abandoned sites
harmful contaminants on the
and holding polluters accountsite.
able in accordance with its legal
“For approximately 14 years
the owners failed to take action mandate. “Increasingly we see
the Ministry walking away
to remove the waste and the
from its obligations to provide
Ministry of Environment and
an environmentally responsible
Climate Change has failed to
carry out a removal or enforce solution for protecting the enviorders requiring that the owners ronment from abandoned condo so,” an Ecojustice press re- taminated sites, even ones that
pose environmental risks.”
lease states.
With the court filings, Ms.
“It’s now been over a decade
Gordon is seeking a judicial
that we’ve been asking for action to get this site cleaned up,” review of the Ministry’s July
said Georgina resident Debbie 2014 decision to revoke the
cleanup order naming the polGordon, who represents local
luters of the Thane site on the
environmental group Save the
Maskinonge. “I felt compelled grounds that the Ministry is not
aware of any offsite adverse
to take this to court to ensure
effects.
the Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change lives up to Gordon is asking the court to
recognize that the evidence
their responsibilities and that
shows otherwise and to declare
we protect the Maskinonge
the cleanup order in force. “I
river and wetland complex.”
asked for legal help from EcoThe Ministry of Environment
justice because I believe it is
and Climate Change issued a
important that the public be
clean-up order for the smelter
kept informed about how the
site in 2000, but the owner
failed to remove the waste from Ministry makes these decithe site. Ms. Gordon requested sions,” said Ms. Gordon. “It
a Ministry investigation in 2002 isn’t fair when the Ministry
and later participated in a public says it is going to follow a
liaison committee for over three transparent process for clean-up
and then decides behind closed
years looking for options to
doors that the environmental
remove the waste in cooperation with the Ministry. Then, in rights of Georgina residents are
not a priority.”
2014, without consulting the
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John Chipperfield: Suffolk, England to the
Queensway in Keswick
There are many published books in the archival collection at the
Georgina Pioneer Village. What separates these published books from
those you would find in a library is that many of our volumes have been
inscribed--either by former users or owners. One of these books has a
single inscription inside the front cover:
John Chipperfield born April 18-180[?]—Lydia Chipperfield born
January 26-1806—Son born January 13-1831 Died 15 Saturday through
1/3 prt of Night
With no other mention of this family on record in our archives, the
inscription was a plea to find out more.
bury from the Canada Company. The
brothers, John & George are both involved
His birth (date listed above) occurred in
Linstead Parva, a small village in Suffolk in local politics, George in the 1830s, John
near the east coast of England. His father in the 1840s. John’s wife is consistently
was also John. John Sr. had completed his named Charlotte in the census; it is unknown if Lydia died before 1852 and John
apprenticeship with a tailor and met and
remarried, or if Charlotte is Lydia.
married Ann Fisk, with whom he had no
There is no indication that John ever had
less than nine children.
children beyond the son who died through
His apparent eldest child, John, married
the night at 2 days old.
Lydia Girdlestone in
1829 and according to
the inscription inside our
book, a son was born in
January 1831 and died 2
days later.
A few months later the
couple sailed for Canada, booking passage up
the St. Lawrence River
on the Steamboat Chambly in June of that year.
There are no children
listed with them though
Joseph Chipperfield
(probably John’s
brother) is among the
An old book in the Georgina Pioneer Village archives was
passengers. Another
the clue to help curator Melissa Matt unravel a pioneer
brother, George comes family mystery.
to Canada around this
John died in 1876, in North Gwillimbury
time, or may have preceded him. After
Township. His property was approxififteen months in Upper Canada John
mately south of Wexford/Spring Road,
writes to his father telling him of his
thoughts on the decision to emigrate: …for north of Morton Avenue in Keswick, between Woodbine and the Lake. His house
England is nothing to me except for my
friends that live therein, for I am as much was likely on the site of the plaza at 131
Queensway South.
at home as if I was in England.
Using the brief, faint lines described in
Meanwhile, as John is tailoring in York
our book, we were able to piece together
(Toronto), his brother George in 1833
the life and times of one of Georgina’s
marries Catherine Rhyndress at North
Gwillimbury Township. By 1837 George earliest families. What other secrets lie
& Catherine reside in present-day Uptown between the pages of history contained in
our collection?
Keswick. John is still at York.
In 1839, John is able to purchase his own
land. He acquires the north 95 acres of
-Melissa D. Matt March 2015
Concession 3 Lot 11 of North Gwillim-

Who was John Chipperfield?
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Sutton Legion Youth Awards
By Jennifer Barr
Congratulations to all
the young winners of
the 2015 Youth
Awards sponsored by
the Sutton Legion on
Sunday, March 22.
Primary Black and
White Poster:
1st. Adam Shaboo
2nd. Tristyn Christie
3rd. Kenna Godsoe

All the winners of the 2015 Sutton Youth
Legion Awards.

Primary Colour Poster:
1st. Hajarah Qaiser
2nd. Mya Hollander
3rd. Keegan Rae
Junior Black and White
Poster:
1st. Laura Tolentino
2nd. Michelle Shaboo
3rd. Justice James
Intermediate Black and
White Poster:
1st. Ethan Platt
2nd. Olivia Smith

3rd. Hailey McArthur
Intermediate Colour Poster:
1st. Alexandra Fuller
2nd. Sylene Syvert
3rd. Briana Malcolm
Junior Essay:
1st. Dominic Lorenzon
2nd. Alexander Fenchak
3rd. Elle Grant
Intermediate Poem:
1st. Emily Blough
2nd. Briana Malcolm
3rd. Trenton Jennings.
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Congratulations to members and parent volunteers
of the Royal Canadian Air
Cadet #659 Squadron who
were each honoured with
an Ontario Volunteer Service Award in Whitby on
March 25 for their contributions to the community.
Pefferlaw residents can see
Air Cadet Squadron #659
practicing weekly manoeuvres at the Pefferlaw Hall.

On Sunday March 29, William Chuffley
takes a moment from Easter egg hunting
to pose for a Picture at Port Bolster Hall.

Morning Glory Public
School’s Grade 7 and 8
students hosted a spaghetti
dinner to raise funds for
the trip to Ottawa at the
end of the year.

Photos right and
bottom left by
Jennifer Barr

Routes executive director Cathy Wilkinson
(right) celebrates with founding member
Ron Peebles and Board Members Darryl
Murrell and Katherine Squires upon receiving a $100,000 government grant
which will assist with transportation programming for Georgina residents.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW METAL SHINGLES
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Coming Events & Announcements
The NFB Film Club presents “Everything
Will Be” at the Keswick Library on Wed.
April 15 at 7:00 pm and the Peter Gzowski
Library on April 24 at 2:00 pm.

Knox United Church is hosting a Rbifest at
the Egypt Hall on Sat. April 25. Chicken is
also available. Cocktails at 5:30 pm and
dinner at 6:30 pm. Entertainment by Ted
Grady’s Band. Tickets $30. Call (905) 7223742.

Quit smoking, lose weight and overcome
anxiety—three topics to be addressed by
Matt Bloom at the Georgina Arts Centre in
Sutton on Thurs. May 21. Join him for his
inspirational and motivational session
Join The Salvation Army Youth Shelter to
called The NewYouTour. $35 on-line at
celebrate the 2015 Spring at a Glance event
www.thenewyourtour.com or $50 at the
Come on out on Sat. April 25 too the Victoin support of the Love Project on Sunday,
door.
rian Medicine Show at the Keswick United
April 29 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. All
Church. The event is at 2:00 pm and adult
proceeds will support accessible art supCLASSIFIED AD
tickets are $10. Tickets are available at the
plies and programs for the community.
church office or at the door. Call (905) 476- FOR SALE OR SEASONAL RENT—April
Have you ever wondered where Roches
5532.
to October with shed. Fully furnished, 1
Point got is name? Cultural Services reprebedroom, 2-bath mobile home. Green
sentative and Georgina Historical Society
The Loretto Maryholme Spirituality Centre
Acres, Pefferlaw. Hwy. 48. Call (905)
member Melissa Matt will tell the story of in Roches Point is hosting a writing retreat
476-2399.
James O’Dell Roche at the April 21 Geor- from May 1 to May 3. For information visit
FOR RENT-LEASE—A large one room,
gina Historical Society General Meeting at www.lorettomaryholme.ca.
first level, studio apt. c/w kitchen on
7:00 pm at the police meeting room.
It’s Back!!! Traverse 14 km of the beautiful
the main street of Sunderland. Good
The Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee is back
Pefferlaw River and help raise money for a shopping, stores etc. Stove, fridge incl.
again. Put together a team of three and
local charity. Sign up for the Udora Leask$678. hydro is extra. First & last and
references. Call (905) 476-2399.
compete for the title of the Best Spellers in dale Lions Club 30th Annual Pefferlaw
Georgina on Friday, April 24 at 6:30 pm at River Canoe Run on Sat. May 2. RegistraEUGENE’S FIREWOOD—From $170 to
the Kin Hall in Sutton. Buffet, door prizes. tion at 8:00 pm. $20 per paddler. Return
$340 a bush cord. Free local delivery.
transportation provided and lunch. All wel(905) 722-4659.
Hospice Georgina will be holding their 18th
come.
Annual Pansy Sale on Sat. April 25 beAPARTMENT FOR RENT—Two bedroom
tween 10:00 am and 3:00 pm. Locations
Come out and support a cure for Juvenile
apartment for rent located at 65 High
include Lake Simcoe Arms, No Frills,
St. in Sutton. New appliances and
Diabetes at the Jagged Edge Hair Studio on
beautiful location. For more informaBMO Keswick, the Beer Store in Keswick May 9 from 10am to 4pm. BBQ, raffles,
tion call (905) 722-3640.
and Bodley’s in Pefferlaw.
games and haircuts.

